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REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE BUREAU OF EDUCATION FOR
THE NATIVES OF ALASKA, 1914-15.

PART I.—GENERAL SUMMARY.

During the fiscal year ended June 30, 1915, the field force of the
" Bureau of Education in Alaska consisted of 5 superintendents, 1
assistant superintendent, 97 teachers, 7 physicians, and 8 nurses.
Sixty-seven schools were maintained, with an enrollment of 8,436
and an average attendance of 1,963. .

In addition to maintaining schools for the native children in
Alaska, the bureau has continued its endeavors in behalf of the
entire native communities by extending medical relief, by main-
taining sanitary methods of living in the villages, by promoting the
industries conducted by the natives, and by relieving destitution.

Of the appropriation for “ Education of natives of Alaska for the
fiscal year ended June 30, 1915,” more than $25,000 was used in em-
ploying seven physicians and eight nurses; in maintaining improvised
hospitals at Nulato, Kotzebue, and Kanakanak; in payments under
contracts with St. Ann’s Hospital at Juneau, with the Good Samari-
tan. Hospital at Valdez, with the Holy Cross Hospital at Nome,
with the Fairhaven Hospital at Candle, and with the Children’s
Orthopedic Hospital at Seattle, for the treatment of natives; also,
as heretofore, in furnishing the teachers of the United States public
schools with medical supplies and medical books in order to enable
them to treat minor ailments. The efforts of the bureau to secure
from Congress a specific appropriation to provide for the medical
and sanitary relief of the natives of Alaska have met with suc-
cess, $25,000 having been granted for that purpose for the fiscal year
1915-16.

Much of the sickness prevailing among the natives of Alaska is
caused by the eating of food which has not been properly prepared.
The waters of Alaska teem with fish, and wild berries grow in pro-
fusion throughout its vast area, but in many villages, according to
the ancient practice, fish for winter use are either dried in the sun,
crudely smoked, or buried in the earth, while the berries are pre-
served in oil. In order to replace these primitive methods, during

5




6 WORK OF THE BUREAU OF EDUCATION FOR ALASKA,

the summer of 1914 steam home canning outfits for use in preserving
fish and meat, as well as berries and vegetables, were sent to three
of the largest villages. It is hoped that the use of such outfits will
become general in the native communities.

One of the most effective agencies for the advancement in civiliza-
tion of a native village is the establishment in it of a cooperative
store owned by the natives and managed by them, under the super-
vision of a teacher of a United States public school, resulting in the
securing of articles of food and clothing at equitable prices, the
dividing among the natives themselves of profits which would other-
wise go to a white trader, and in the acquiring by the natives of self-
confidence and experience in business affairs. It is most encouraging
to note the ability which the natives have shown in conducting these
enterprises. According to the district superintendent, the income
of the village of Atka has increased 150 per cent because of the
establishment of its cooperative store. The cooperative stores at
Hydaburg, Klawock, Klukwan, and on St. Lawrence Island have
also met with success.

In continuation of the policy of setting aside carefully selected
tracts to which large numbers of natives can be attracted, and within
which, secure from the intrusion of unscrupulous white men, the
natives can obtain fish and game and conduct their own industrial
and commercial enterprises, and within which the bureau can con-
centrate its efforts, during the year reservation was made by Execu-
tive order of a tract on the Kobuk River, in Arctic Alaska, also of
a tract on the northern shore of Cook Inlet, including the village
of Tyonek and its surroundings. The reservation of the tract on
the Kobuk River was made in compliance with the urgent request of
the natives of Deering on Kotzebue Sound, who wished to migrate
from the village which had been their home from time imimemorial,
because life in it had become increasingly difficult, the development
of mining and the influx of white men having resulted in the killing
off of game animals and in great scarcity of fuel. Within their new
reservation on the shores of the remote Arctic river these natives can
secure an abundant supply of fish, game, and timber, and can build
up a new village for themselves.

In 1891, when setting apart Annette Island as a reserve for the
use of the Metlakatlans and such other Alaskans as might join them,
Congress empowered the Secretary of the Interior to prescribe rules
and regulations for the reserve. However, this authority was not
exercised, because it was felt that the advancement of the Metlakat-
lans could best be secured by letting them develop under the sole
- leadership of Mr. William Duncan, the founder of that unique colony.
When it became necessary in the best interests of the Metlakatlans
to establish and maintain a United States public school in Met-
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‘lakatla, and otherwise to assume responsibility in connection with the

interests of the Metlakatlans, it was deemed advisable to prescribe
a code of regulations for the government of the colony, which was
put into effect by the Secretary of the Interior January 28, 19165.
Under these regulations the government of Annette Islands Reserve
is vested in an elective council of 12 members, with power to pass
such ordinances for the local government of the reserve as are not
in conflict with the laws of the United States, the laws of the Ter-
ritory of Alaska, or the regulations prescribed by the Secretary of
the Interior.

At its recent session the Alaska Territorial Legislature passed
two acts of vital importance to the Alaskan natives. The act to
define and establish the political status of Alaskan natives, approved
April 27, 1915, provides for the acquiring of citizenship by natives
of Alaska. It empowers a United States judge to issue a certificate
of citizenship to a native who has severed all tribal relations, adopted
the habits of civilization, satisfied the teachers of a United States
public school or a territorial or a municipal school of his qualifica-
tions for citizenship, and obtained the indorsement of his claim by
five citizens. The act to provide for local self-government in native
villages in Alaska, approved April 21, 1915, provides that a United
States commissioner, after a proper hearing, may authorize the
organization for self-government of any native village in Alaska -
having not less than 40 permanent inhabitants above the age of 21.
The form of government provided for such villages is similar to
that prescribed by the Secretary of the Intenor for Annette Islands
Reserve.

THE REINDEER SERVICE.

The reports from the reindeer stations for the fiscal year ended
June 30, 1915, show a total of 70,243 reindeer, distributed among 76
herds. Of the 70,243 reindeer, 46,683, or 66 per cent, were owned by
1,140 natives; 3,408, or 5 per cent, were owned by the United States;
6,890, or 10 per cent, were owned by missions; and 13,262, or 19 per
cent, were owned by Lapps and others. The total income of the
natives from the reindeer industry during the fiscal year, exclusive
of the meat and hides used by the natives themselves, was $81,997.
The total, 70,243, is a net increase of 21 per cent during the fiscal
" year, notwithstanding the fact that nearly 9,000 reindeer were killed
for meat and skins during the year.

The reindeer enterprise in Alaska has successfully passed through
two stages—the introduction of the reindeer to a new country and
people, and the development of an administration which has estab-
lished the industry in the coastal region from Point Barrow to the
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Aleutian Peninsula. There remains the successful commercializing
of the industry, the advancement of the enterprise from a branch of
industrial education to one of the industries of the country.

Realizing that the establishment of an export trade in reindeer
products is essential to the success of the enterprise, the bureau is
encouraging the shipment of reindeer meat and hides from Alaska
to the States. The last steamer to leave Nome before the closing
of navigation by ice brought to Seattle in October, 1914, 25 carcasses
of reindeer, which were placed on sale in Seattle, retailing at from
20 to 35 cents per pound. The chief of the Alaska Division also
brought from Nome 3 carcasses to be distributed among the five
continental railway lines running out of Seattle, in order that rein-
deer meat might be given a trial on dining cars, with a view to secur-
ing for the natives contracts for the delivery of reindeer meat each
season.

During the winter of 1914-15 the bureau’s superintendent, who is
situated at Nome, with the approval of the Commissioner of Educa-
tion, distributed among the Eskimo herders in northwestern Alaska
a proposal from a cold-storage company operating between Seattle
and Nome to market in Seattle for the Eskimos on a commission
basis the reindeer meat consigned to said company. This action will
probably result in the shipment of a considerable quantity of rein-

" deer meat from Nome during the summer. The responsibility of ac-
cepting or rejecting the proposal of the cold-storage company will
rest with the native owners of reindeer, the superintendents acting
in an advisory capacity and assisting in making the necessary ar-
rangements. .

Soon after the inception of the reindeer enterprise certain Lapps
were brought from Lapland to Alaska and employed by the bureau
as instructors of the Eskimos in the care and management of the
reindeer, each Lapp receiving a certain number of reindeer in pay-
ment for his services. During the summer of 1914 a company, organ-
ized at Nome, purchased about 1,200 reindeer from one of these
Lapps. This company intends to purchase other herds now owned
by Lapps, and to engage in the exportation of reindeer meat and
hides.

Under the supervision of the superintendent of the northwestern
district a very successful convention, attended by about 200 of the
Eskimos engaged in the reindeer industry on the Seward Peninsula,
was held at Igloo from January 11 to 17. The main object of the
convention was the exchange of experiences and opinions on matters
connected with the raising and the utilizing of reindeer. The dis-
cussions included such subjects as the best way to slaughter a rein-
deer and prepare it for market, the most satisfactory forms of sleds
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and harness, and the best methods of driving reindeer. There were
also shooting matches, rope-throwing contests, wrestling bouts, and
many kinds of races with reindeer. The exhibits included sets of
harness, sleds, halters, and clothing made of reindeer skin, for which
prizes were awarded. The success of this convention will probably
result in the holding of similar conventions annually in various
centers of the reindeer industry.

The reindeer industry is now extending from the mainland to the
outlying islands. During August, 1914, upon the request of the
Department of the Interior, the revenue cutter Manning conveyed a
herd of 40 reindeer from Ugashik, on the Alaska Peninsula, to Atka,
a remote island in the Aleutian chain, where it will be a valuable
factor in alleviating the deplorable conditions which have hitherto
prevailed upon that desolate island. The extension of the reindeer
industry into southeast Alaska was begun during October by the
shipment to Metlakatla, on Annette Island, of eight reindeer from
the herd in the vicinity of Nome.

LIST OF PERSONS IN THE ALASKA SCHOOL SERVICE, 1914-15.

William T. Lopp, superintendent of education of natives of Alaska and chief
of the Alaska ‘Division, Alaska.

EMPLOYEES IN THE WASHINGTON OFFICE.

William Hamilton, Alaskan assistant, Pennsylvania.
David E. Thomas, accountant, Massachusetts.
James O. Williams, junior clerk, Illinois.

EMPLOYEES IN THE SUPPLY AND DISBURSING OFFICE, SEATTLE.

Harry C. Sinclair, supply agent, Maryland.

Alexander H. Quarles, special disbursing agent, Georgia.
Chauncy C. Bestor, assistant supply agent, Washington.
Julius C. Helwig, clerk and stenographer, Indiana.

EMPLOYEES IN ALASKA.
District superintendents of schools.
Walter C. Shields, northwestern district, Nome.
Andrew N. Evans, western district, Unalakleet.
George E. Boulter, upper .Yukon district, Tanana.
Henry O. Schaleben, southwestern district, Seward.

William G. Beattie, southeastern district, Juneau.

Special disbursing agent and assistant district superintendent of schools in the
' northwestern district of Alaska.

Walter H. Johnson, Nome..
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Physicians.

Emil Krulish, M. D., Public Health Service, on special detail.

Henry O. Schaleben, M. D., superintendent southwestern district, Seward.
Bruce H. Brown, M. D., Nulato, to September 15, 1914.

Edgar O. Campbell, M; D., Klawock and Sitka.

Linus H. French, M. D., Nushagak.

Frank W. Lamb, M. D.,, Nulato, from September 16, 1914,

Daniel 8. Neuman, M. D., Nome.

H. N. T. Nichols, M. D., Kotzebue,

J. W. Reed, M. D., Bethel and Russian Mission.

Nurses and teachers of sanitation.

Mrs. Anna G. Barton, Kogiung.

Mrs. Clara M. Brown, Nulato, to September 15, 1914.

Miss Esther Gibson, southeastern district, to April 30, 1915,

Mrs. Carrie W. Jordan, St. Michael and Unalakleet.

Miss Harriet R. Kenly, Nome.

Mrs, Carrie W. Lamb, Nulato, from September 16, 1914,

Mrs. Louise M. Nichols, Kotzebue.

Mrs. Emma B. Reed, Bethel and Russian Mission.

Mrs. Marie Umgukh, Kanakanak, from September 16 to December 31, 1914.

Teachers and school attendance, 1914-15.

NORTHWESTERN DISTRICT—ARCTIC OCEAN AND BERING SEA REGIONS AS FAR
SOUTH AS THE KOYUK RIVER, INCLUDING ST. LAWRENCE ISLAND.

inted Average Enroll Months
daily nro teacher

Schools. Teachers. ;mo attend- | ment. em-
N ance. ployed.

Mrs. M:

Miss AnnsH berf
léjs]s) Mary K%f dahi
Edwin w. Hunnlcutt

.| Clinton 8. Replogle.

-] Miss Cora B. Hawk.
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WESTERN DISTRICT—BERING SEA REGION, BETWEEN KOYUK RIVER AND CAPE

NEWENHAM.
A ted Average E Months
poin dally nroll- | teacher
Schools. Teachers. Pom— attend- | ment. em-
ance. ployed.
Akigk.............
Akulurak..........
Bethel.............
Goodnews Bay..

UPPER YUKON DISTRICT—VALLEYS OF THE YUKON AND ITS TRIBUTARIES
BETWEEN 141° AND 157°,

Mrs.Ela E. Eby..cccceanannn.... Alaska . 19 32 1
Miss Lula Graves. .. 1 28
.| Miss Nora Dawson....... 10 14
t 8 18 10
Mrs. Vets MeclIntosh............... 22 8
.................................... 70 170 |..........

SOUTHWESTERN DISTRICT—BERING SEA REGION SOUTH OF CAPE NEWENHAM AND
NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION WEST OF 141°
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SOUTHEASTERN DISTRICT—NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION EAST OF 141°.

Average
Schools, Teachers. Appointed, | dafly | Earoll-

Summary of teachers and school attendance for the year 1914-15.

tl::gy at- Enroltl-
ance| men
District. 8chools. | Teachers.| Puplils. E or . E :: -
Northwestern district 19 n 996 32 52
‘Western district. ... 17 24 800 32 47
Upper Yukon distri 5 5 170 14 34
Southwestern district. 13 19 494 25 38
Southeastern district. ...................o.....ooo. 13 22 976 81 75
B T 67 97 3,436 29 51

Expenditures from the appropriation for “ Education of natives of Alaska, 1915.”

Appropriation _________________ $200, 000. 00
Salaries in Alaska . $94, 358. 01
Equipment and supplies 15, 498. 15
Fuel and light R 19, 363. 38
T.ocalexpensesS_ ... 1, 889. 33
Repairs and rent - 4,155. 87
Buildings - 14, 475. 08
Medical relef ______________________________________ 25, 584. 80
Destitution _ 1, 465. 00
Commissioner’s office salaries 4, 870. 17
Seattle office salaries 8, 042. 50
Commissioner’s office expenses 125. 00
Seattle office expenses 875. 00
Traveling expenses 9, 071. 65
Contingencies — 426. 58

Total 200, 000. 00

Ezpenditures from the appropriation for “ Reindeer for Alaska, 1915.”

Appropriation $5, 000
Salaries of chief herders $500
Supplies 3, 850
Establishing new herds 850

Total 5,000
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Increase in reindeer service from 1907 to 1915.

1907 1913 1607 1915

Total natives owning reindeer.. 114 | 1,140 || Sled reindeer:
Herders and owners............... 57 888 Tnlned 4# 1, ‘l’g
Government & tices. . ... ceen 17 46 783 | $81,07
Mhslon apprentices.............. 28 26 563 ($100, 926

ntices of Lapps and other
7 3 23 5
ki) 22 10
14 19
154 41 66
46,683

N

Number of reindeer belonging to each class of owners in 1914-15.

Number of reindeer. Increase. Per cent owned.

Owners.
1914 1915 |[Number.| Percent.| 1914 1015

4,113 3,408 705 7 7 5

5,924 6,890 966 16 10 10

10,007 13,262 3,255 33 17 19

37,828 | 46,683 8,855 23 66 66

L 57,872 70,243 | 12,371 b} N PO P

Annual increase and decrease of reindeer.

Per cent of an-
nual increase.
Balance Killed
from Fawns | Imported| Total in
Years. previous | 8urviv- Bm torug%od 7 h°:‘;0 Net (sinoe
year. . skins, {7unes.| py im;i)c:.r~
fawns. | tation.
ceased).
28 143
23 323
96 492
148 743
100 1,000
1334 1,132
185 1,733 55
299 2,394 k1 P
487 2,692 82)..........
538 3,464 41 .. ...,
1, 353 4,795 481 .........
1,877 390 6,282 39 31
) 284 3 8,189 36 30
2,978 |.. 926 | 10,241 36 25
3,717 1,130 12,828 36 25
4,519 1,508 15,839 35 23
5,416 1,933 19,322 34 21
6,437 2,844 22,915 33 18
7,239 2,829 27,325 32 19
9,496 |. 3,102 | 33,620 35 2
11,254 6,407 | 38,476 33 14
13,681 4,891 47,266 35 23
16,866 6,260 57,872 36 22
21, 8,651 70,243 36 21
112,892 43,929 [.......... 140 323

1246 killed in Barrow relief expedition.
3 Some of the figures which make up these totals are estimated.

Average.
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A. UNITED STATES PUBLIC SCHOOL, METLAKATLA, IN SOUTHEASTERN
ALASKA,

B. ONE OF THE ROOMS IN THE METLAKATLA SCHOOL.
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A. UNITED STATES PUBLIC SCHOOL, SHAGELUK, ON A TRIBUTARY OF
THE YUKON RIVER.

B. UNITED STATES PUBLIC SCHOOL, WAINWRIGHT, ON THE SHORE OF
THE ARCTIC OCEAN.



BUREAU OF EDUCATION. BULLETIN, 1916, NO. 47 PLATE 4.
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Amounts appropriated, growth, and results of introduction, of reindeer into
Alaska.

Last 8 .

Jaslsmn, T
$75,000 $307,000
1, O‘I’g 1 1743
'$73 $269
40,277 46,683
$1,006,925 | $1,167,075
y natives I I ' m,soo $350,407 |  $379,407
Number of Government reindeer at end of period . .. 2, 247 4,684 3,408 3,408
Valuation of s8ame. «....coooemmeemiiiiii, $56,175 | $117,100 $85, 200 $85, 200

Wealth produced by introduction of reind in Alask

Valugtion of 46,683 reindeer owned by natives in 1915, at $25 each__ $1, 167, 075

Total income of natives from reindeer, 1893-1915 379, 407
Valuation of 23,660 reindeer owned by missions, Laplanders and

other whites, and Government, 1915 - 589, 000
Totdal income of missions and Laplanders and other whites from rein-

deer, 1893-1915 . 107, 361

Total valuation and income y 2, 242, 843

Total Government appropriations, 1893-1915___ 307, 000

Gain (621 per cent) 1, 985, 843

63306°—17——2






PART IIL.—DETAILED REPORTS.

SECTION 1.—REPORTS BY SUPERINTENDENTS.

\
REPORT OF WALTER C. SHIELDS, SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS IN THE
NORTHWESTERN DISTRICT.

Inspection—During the year I have traveled 4,080 miles while on tours of
inspection in this district—2,605 by water and 1,475 by land.

The past winter was the mildest I have experienced in Alaska. The tempera-
ture on my trip was lower than 80° below zero only at one period, that being
during the reindeer fair at Igloo. My deerskin clothes were worn only a few
times, instead of most of the time as during other years. However, while the
extreme cold was lacking, there was an unusual amount of snow over this part
of the country. While I wore heavy furs but seldom, I had to wear snowshoes
much more than during any previous winter. I used dogs for 175 miles. How-
ever, for 95 miles I was on the dog car which operates on the railroad, leaving
only 80 miles during the winter for which I employed dogs. I believe this is the
most consistent record of travel by reindeer that I have ever made. The trails
were bad day after day. The snow was always deep and usually soft. The
kind of trails I had this winter are the kind that inexperienced people claim
are absolutely unfit for reindeer; however, we used reindeer and had no
trouble.

Owing to the courtesy of Capt. C. S. Cochran, of the U. S. S. Bear, I was
able to do more real work than I have ever been able to do on such trips in
the past. Capt. Cochran has made the Bear of more real service to the work
of the Government in this part of Alaska than she has been for years. I wish
to put myself on record as being most grateful to him, personally as well as
officially, for the numerous courtesies he has extended to me and to the work
of this bureau.

Generat remarks.—With the exception of the reindeer fairs and the reserva-
tion at Noorvik, we have instituted no new work. However, the work has
progressed, owing to the painstaking work of the teachers. As the natives add
to their own store of knowledge they become more difficult to manage and to
help. The fact that there are several departments of the Government which
touch the natives through different representatives and in different ways makes
it difficult for our teachers, who have to live right with the natives, and who
can not take a certain course of action and then leave the village, as do the
representatives of other departments. It is part of the duty of our teachers to
interpret the general laws to the natives. This side of a teacher’s work is
difficult and often brings upon him the antagonism of the natives in his own
village, who consider that the enforcement of a particular law is the teacher’s

~ doing. In addition to the regular school and village work, our teachers have
had the great responsibility of the reindeer industry at their several stations.
The importance and responsibility of this work can not be stated too strongly.
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In addition to their regular work, some of the teachers in this district made
winter trips, all of which were more or less difficult. It is part of a superin-
tendent’s duties to meet the risks and the discomforts of winter trips, and
he is therefore expected to be more or less prepared for that work. Such is
not the case with a teacher. Mr. Van Valin, teacher at Wainwright, went to
Icy Cape to inspect the school building and other property there. Mr. Ansley,
teacher at Noatak, walked from a point near Cape Kruzenstern to Noatak and
back, and then to Kivalina and back. As a result of the trip he was taken
sick with inflammatory rheumatism and was seriously ill for several weeks
He and his wife had already traveled from Noatak to Kruzenstern with their
people, to be with them during the seal hunt. Dr. Nichols traveled all through
the Kotzebue Sound country, up to Shungnak, Selawik, and Noatak to inspect
the villages. Mr. Charles Replogle, teacher at Deering, traveled 300 miles.
from Deering to Igloo and return, to attend the reindeer fair.

Conditions among the natives during the year.—The prices for furs dropped
about 40 per cent as a result of the war, and to make matters worse, it was a
bad year for furs, comparatively few being taken. The price of staple articles
of food was also higher than before. As a result of this condition, the natives
who depend largely upon their fur catch had an extremely hard winter.
This was not marked at places like Igloo, Deering, and Wales, where the people
have come to depend largely upon the sale of their surplus reindeer, but in the
‘Kotzebue Sound region the situation was extremely difficult.

Our teachers are called upon continually for aid for destitute natives. In
most cases aid should not be given, as it is our policy to give such aid only in
cases of sickness, for infants, or in cases where there is no man in the family.
It has been our policy in all cases where a native had native food to live on to
give him no supplies unless he or his family was sick. One of the continual
criticisms we have to meet is that we do not help the natives. It seems impos-
sible to make some people understand that it is the pride of our service that we
have never done anything to make our Alaskan natives dependents. I am con-
vinced that this is the only right position to take for the proper development
of our Alaskan natives, but I also realize that it is easy for me to state that
policy, but difficult for the teachers in the villages to follow it. Day after
day the natives may come into the school building and watch the teacher’s
family eat, while they themselves have no flour at home, It is hard for the
teacher to stick to our policy under such circumstances.

Reservations.—The most important advance work done during the year was
the securing of the reservation at Noorvik and the plans for moving the Deer-
ing Village to that place. This means that natives who lived on the coast where
" they had neither fuel nor building material are to be moved to a timbered coun-
try. It also means that we are beginning to reserve suitable sections for the
use of the natives alone. We have also applied for a reservation on Norton
Bay, and it is the plan to move the Golovin village to that place.

Medical work.—The natives are of considerable importance in developing the
country. Except in the scattered mining sections, the natives are the only
instruments that the Government can use to develop this part of Alaska.
The natives are the only people that can make most of this country productive,
either by fishing, trapping, or reindeer raising. Why then should we let the
natives suffer from disease and thus impair their productivity? This does not
touch on the more sentimental reason for saving the natives. Two doctors

have been under regular appointment in this district: Dr. Nichols, at Kotzebue,”

and Dr, Neuman, at Nome, At least two more doctors should be under appoint-
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ment in this district. One should be at Barrow, and one should be assigned to
general duty and should travel over the country.

Enforcement of law and department regulations.—The native has learned
that the Government is, after all, a rather complex institution. He knows that
the Government gives him a school, a teacher, and the reindeer, and that a
superintendent visits his village during the year. In addition there is a com-
missioner who sends the marshal after him when he breaks a law, and there is
the big court and the big judge at Nome. Then in addition there are custom-
house officials, and inspectors, and license collectors, Of all these different
representatives of the big Government, he looks to the teachers and superintend-
ent as his friends, and regards the others as rather dangerous persons. It is
therefore the duty of the teachers and superintendent to explain to him that
all of these different officials and the different laws that they enforce are all
to be obeyed and regarded as friendly. This is extremely hard to do at times,
and the failure to explain the reasons for the actions of these officials and
their enforcement of the different laws means that the natives’ regard for
the Government will be lessened. Through our service the native has been
taught that the Government's only relation with him is to help him.

The reindeer service—In this district there are 38,841 deer, in 45 herds.
Of this number, 31,396 belong to 834 natives, 801 belong to the Government,
8,005 to six mission stations, and 8,839 belong to Laplanders and the Lomen Co.

It is becoming increasingly difficult for us to maintain the proper supervision
of the reindeer work and the general native work without increasing the num-
ber of our field workers, especially as the work along both lines is becoming
greater each year. .

During the winter my average day’s travel, deducting five days when the
distance was less than 10 miles on account of reaching destination, was 28
miles a day. The trails were unusually heavy, and much of the time our deer
were in deep snow. I never had any trouble even when the snow was up to
the shoulders of the deer. The trip from Kotzebue, to Selawik, Candle, and
Council was all made through deep snow. : )

I believe that all of the men in our service in this district are now sled-
deer enthusiasts, and none of them, with the exception of the Wainright teacher,
owned dog teams last year. This is not by any means the case of the other
men working for the uplift of the natives, viz, the missionaries, all of whom
maintain dog teams for use in traveling. They do this in spite of the fact that
by using reindeer they would save money for their missions, encourage the
natives to use reindeer, thus enabling them to use as food for themselves the
fish which they now give to their dogs.

There has been no special disease among the herds this year. However, there
is no doubt that the deer are subject to several diseases. The “ cysts” are often
in evidence, but I have seldom seen enough of them to warrant condemning
the meat if it was beef. Eleven cysts condemn a beef, I believe. The livers
are almost always the only place infected. I believe that much of the trouble
reported with the feet and hoofs is due to careless handling in willow corrals.

The matter of the proper number of bulls for each herd was thoroughly dis-
cussed at the last fair, and several of the herders decided to establish an
experimental ratio for their own herds. Next year we shall have reports upon
the results of these experiments.

The Eskimo herders have become more interested in making careful selection
of their bulls for breeding purposes. As a result of considerable talk on this
subject, F am pleased to report that Tautuk, chief herder of Nome heérd, reports
that this year’s fawns are larger and longer legged than ever before, owing to
the fact that a year ago he castrated all except the best bulls,
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An attempt was made at Buckland to get wild caribou into the herd, and
they almost succeeded, but the caribou fawns were a little old and ran away
from the reindeer herd. Undoubtedly we shall have to fence in a part of the
caribou range in southwest Alaska and attempt to capture caribou in large
numbers. I hope that this will be done some time.

I recommend that, as the number of Government deer in this district is so
small and the appropriation so small, it would be best for us to plan to give
up the apprentice system in this district just as soon as proper plans can be made
for using the Government deer for the establishment of an experimental herd.
The number of deer left would furnish a fairly good working herd for that
purpose.

The Lomen Co. still keeps its herd near Kotzebue Sound, and it is cared for
by Lapps. This company has, I understand, taken over the deer purchased from
the Golovin Mission by Mr. Lindeberg, which will increase their herd by about
900. The growth of this company by the absorption of this mission herd is the
only development of interest that has occurred in the company’s affairs during
the year, to my knowledge.

I repeat my statement in last year’s report, that I believe that the entrance
of white men into the reindeer industry must result in harm to the native own-
ers, for whom all the work of establishing the industry was done.

The first annual reindeer fair was held at Igloo in January. These fairs
were planned by Mr. Lopp some years ago, but this is the first one that has
been held in this district. It was a great success; greater by far than can be
indicated in a report. Its influence has put the industry years ahead, I believe,
and awakened all the native herders. It is the greatest influence for advance-
ment that this bureau has instituted in this district within my experience, and
it will work wonders among the reindeer owners as well as all the other natives.
As the result of the fair the reindeer men are now more closely united and will
from now on form a sort of brotherhood that will go far to weld the entire
Eskimo population together. The natives have learned what splendid results
can be accomplished by organized effort, and that they can accomplish such
things themselves.

Each native who owns reindeer now holds his head a little higher because
the man who has no deer is “all the same as nothing at the fair.” The tech-
nique of the industry has been given a great boost by the awakening of interest
in all things connected with it. For exaimple, the natives know who won the
first prize with the lasso, who could break a sled deer best, etc. And they all
want to improve along those lines. Each herd had considered its own men pro-
ficlent enough in all matters. They found at the fair that there were others who
were better. The use of sled deer was given a great impetus. New methods
of butchering, of breaking sled deer, of harnessing, and of making halters and
sleds have been introduced. A *“reindeer institute” has been established
where all the best men meet and discuss matters of interest.

My circular letters in regard to the proposition of the Pacific Cold Storage
Co. to ship meat out on a commission basis have been flled. The onrly reindeer
that were received by this company in answer to this proposition were those
from the Teller Mission herd and about 90 from the herd purchased at Golovin
by Mr. Lindeberg. The Wales herders put off driving their deer in the winter
and failed to cut out the steers in time to start in the summer. The Lomen
herd at Kotzebue made two attempts to get across to Nome, one in winter and
one in summer, and both fajled. They are supposed to come this winter.

The time 1s almost at hand when the rights to grazing grounds will be of vast
importance to the natives. I trust that the grounds marked off on my map may
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be reserved for the natives or else that the department will state and file the
record that the rights of the natives to those grounds are recognized.

1 believe that to meet the situation the most important work must be done
here on the ground. We must weld the native owners together closely as a
race. If they appreciate the importance of the industry for themselves, they
can be made to hold together for their own good. This work we will do
mainly through the fairs. The other thing to be done should be done by the
bureau. We must know where we stand in relation to the rights to use the
public land for grazing. No mission, Lapp, or company should be allowed to
file on any grazing grounds until the application is first referred to the Bureau
of Education. The natives’ herds should be given right to use the public land
now in use by them for grazing purposes, or the department should have all the
reindeer grounds set aside for that purpose by Executive order.

REPORT OF GEORGE E. BOULTER, SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS IN THE
UPPER YUKON DISTRICT.

The distance along the Yukon River between the two extremes of this dis-
trict—that from Eagle to Louden—is.about 760 miles. All the schools have
been visited by me at least once during the past year, certain schools having
been visited several times.

In addition to the five villages in which schools were maintained by the
Government, the missionaries conducted schools in six other villages, namely,
those at Stevens Village, Allachaket, Nenana, Chena, Salchaket, and Tanana
Crossing. Notwithstanding the fact, therefore, of there being 11 school centers
in this district, there is a large number of natives who are not reached, owing to
their living in small and isolated groups.

The villages of lesser importance where there are no schools but which con-
tain many children are those at Tolovana, Minto, Old Station, Chandlar, Chris-
tians Village (Black River), Ketchumstock, Tetlin, and Mansfield. At all these
villages, however, the natives are very nomadic in their habits and but rarely
- occupy their respective villages more than from two to three months in each
year. Under such conditions it would not be an easy matter to reach these
people and to efficiently maintain schools on their behalf.

The natives of Ketchumstock, Mansfield, and Tetlin have frequently ex-
pressed their desire for a school. They have intimated their willingness to
erect a log school building at their own expense, provided the Government
would furnish windows, hardware, etc. These natives are situated in a region
difficult of access. Probably the best route to these villages would be overland
from Eagle. The greater part of two summers and one winter would be con-
sumed in planning, freighting materials for, and erecting a school building.
‘Were supplies to be shipped from Seattle to Eagle during the summer, the
said supplies would have to be freighted about 120 miles over the trail during
the following winter (it would not be possible to freight the supplies during
the summer months except by pack horses at a prohibitive cost) and the build-
ing completed the following summer. Thus, were we to ship supplies from
Seattle in sufficlent time to reach Eagle during the open season of 1916, the
school in the aforesaid region could be ready for occupancy by September, 1917.
Should our funds permit, I would suggest that we maintain a school in this
hitherto neglected region.

The natives in the interior have hitherto been careful not to live together in
large settlements, as the big game and fur-bearing animals in the neighborhood

-
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of any one such settlement are not sufficiently numerous to support other than
a limited number of people. Many of them, therefore, prefer to settle in small
groups, 8o that each group may be undisturbed by others in its hunting and trap-
ping. There are, for instance, along the stretch of river between Tanana and
Louden—a distance of about 165 miles—about 200 natives who are divided up
into nine or ten different groups. The said groups consist of those at Old
Station, Grant Creek, Mouse Point, Kokrines, Willow Point, Ruby (near),
Lewis Landing, and several other places where there are but one or two families.
The conditions in many other parts of this district are similar to those just
described. There are approximately from 30 to 40 different groups of natives
in this district, separated not only by long distances but by various dialects.

Attendance.—The school attendance, owing to the limited number of natives
in the various communities, also to their migratory habits, has been somewhat
small. The adults when on their hunting and trapping trips invariably take
their children with them. It would often be a difficult matter for the parents
to leave their children in the school villages on account of their usually having
no one to look after them. It is pleasing to report that when the children are
in the village there is seldom any difficulty in getting them to attend school.
They are for the most part fond of school and rarely absent themselves
unless they are given work to do by their parents, such as splitting wood,
carrying water, etc. The attitude of the parents in the matter of their chil-
dren attending school has somewhat improved. The parents formerly took
little or no notice of the fact of their children occasionally playing truant.
In cases where certain children have shown a tendency to play truant, the
parents have occasionally visited the school during the daily session to see if
their children were present.

Although the compulsory attendance law passed by the Territorial Legisla-
ture some years ago was afterwards found to be inoperative, yet the fear of the
law impressed upon the natives at that time is still ever present with them.
The problem of attendance is not so much getting the children in the village to
school as it is the unsatisfactory long absences of the children from the village.
It would be quite difficult therefore to frame a law that would, with justice,
meet these conditions. The natives earn the greater part of their living away
from the village, which more often than not is merely a place of headquarters
for them and a place in which to do their trading. One can hardly blame the
parents for taking their children on the hunting trips, as the children are more
or less useful to them and it is necessary that they be taught to hunt at as
early an age as possible. The children, moreover, enjoy the free life and, with
‘the knowledge that later on they will have to earn their living by means of the
hunt, are anxious to accompany their parents and frequently absent themselves
from school for the purpose of doing so.

Many of the villages at certain seasons of the year are temporarily abandoned
by the natives when they repair to their hunting and trapping grounds. At
Tanana during the greater part of April and May the native village was entirely
deserted. The natives had scattered and were camping at various places along
the Yukon and elsewhere. The majority of them were camping at Fish Lake,
15 miles from Tanana. The teacher at Tanana suggested to me the advisability
of her proceeding to Fish Lake for the purpose of holding school where she
could be assured of at least a dozen pupils. I agreed that she should go inas-
much as there were no children remaining at Tanana. School was successfully
held in a tent, and thus our average attendance did not materially suffer.

The problem of the discouraging attendance at our schools has not. yet been
solved and never will be until in some manner the scattered natives are brought
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together into common settlements. Some means might then be devised whereby
the children could remain at the villages in the care of gunrdlans—posslbly’ln
a dormitory attached to the schoolhouse, while their parents were out in the
hills,

Means of support of natives,—The natives derive their chief means of sup-
port from hunting, trapping, and fishing. This district is, on the whole, fairly
well stocked with moose and caribou. The best hunting ground in the interior
is that in the Ketchumstock region, where, at certain seasons of the year, it is
not uncommon to see bands of caribou consisting of probably a hundred thou-
sand making their way across the country. The Koyukuk region is not well
stocked with big game, but in normal seasons there is enough top satisfy the
needs of the limited number of natives in that part of the country.

In regard to the numerous statements that have been made that the big game
of the interior is rapidly becoming exterminated, I would say that this is not so.
The natives now have no more difficulty in procuring all the moose and caribou
they need than they had 10 years ago. Fur-bearing animals also are as numer-
ous as they formerly were. For two or three years previous to the outbreak
of the European war many natives were realizing as much as $2,000 a year
from the sale of fur skins and live fur-bearing animals. From $800 to $1,000
has been paid the matives for a single live black fox and equally high prices
for other live animals. Since the war has been in progress these prices have
been reduced to less than one-third of what they formerly were. Should the
war in Europe be prolonged for another year or so, the fur-bearing animals
up here will still further be increased, as many trappers both white and native
are not trapping to any appreciable extent, owing to the prevailing low state
of the fur market. Thus will the fur-bearing animals increase and multiply,
in consequence of which the trapping industry should later on be quite as good
if not better than formerly.

The fishing along the Yukon and Tanana Rivers is invariably good, although
there are certain seasons from inexplicable causes when the run is unsatisfac-
tory. Salmon fishing is the chief occupation of both men and women during
the summer months. These fish, when smoked and dried, are kept by the
natives for use during the following winter, partly as dog feed, also as food
for themselves. At the end of each fishing season the natives invariably sell a
large quantity of fish to the stores for the purpose of paying their debts and
in order to obtain some ready money. The said tish, however, such is the want
of forethought on the part of the natives, is in nearly all instances bought
again by them at a later date and at a price higher than that at which they
previously sold it.

Many of the native men work on the steamboats during the summer months,
which occupation affords them a means of acquiring several hundred dollars
each, The native women make moccasing and do bead work, which usually
finds a ready sale. The natives, therefore, have no difficulty in making a living,
provided they are in good health and that the state of the market is a normal
one,

Moral conditions—The moral conditions among the natives are not good.
The class of white people with whom the majority of the natives come into
contact are those whose morals are of a low standard, and as a consequence,
the natives, striving to emulate the white man in all that he does, eastly and
willingly fall into his vicious and immoral ways.

The natives consume much whisky and will go to extreme lengths to obtain it.
There Is not so much real drunkenness among them as there is steady drinking.
Although there i3 a severe penalty for white men convicted of selling liquor to
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the natives, yet there are large numbers of men engaged in this nefarious busi-
nedy for the sake of the huge profit attached to it. While there are several
convictions each year, the ranks broken by those sent to prison are soon filled
by other men who, until they are caught, profitably ply the same trade.

The custom of potlatching is a very harmful one, as the said custom is
invariably attended by much drinking and always a deal of gambling. Prob-
ably the worst feature in connection with these festivals is the custom of giv-
ing presents. Men will often give what they can ill afford and will deny to
their wives and children the necessaries of life for the purpose of contributing
presents- to commemorate persons long since dead. During the potlatch at
Koskaket last winter, where several hundred natives were gathered together,
it is estimated that presents to the value of from eight to nine thousand dollars
were given by the natgves to each other. The presents, which were purchased
locally at the usual high prices, consisted of rifles, shotguns, blankets, phono-
graphs, etc. Koskaket contains about 14 cabins and some tents into which at
the time of the potlatch the three to four hundred natives congregated. It need
hardly be said that, under such congested conditions, the hygienic state of the
cabins was extremely bad. Two deaths occurred as a result of the potlatch.
One case was that of a man who died as he was journeying to the potlatch; the
other death was that of a young child who evidently caught a chill owing to
the variation in temperature from an overheated cabin to that of the out-
side air.

There is a potlatch at least once a year in nearly every village of impor-
tance. At the end of each potlatch the natives, having given away practically
all they possess, are more or less without means. It is then that they often
obtain a grubstake from the stores to enable them to go trapping. The whole
tribe then repair to the hills—men, women, and children—and as a conse-
quence, the villages are deserted and our schools are temporarily without
scholars.

Industrial and settlement work.—In consequence of all the teachers in this
district being women, more time has been spent upon sewing than upon any
other branch of industrial work. The specimens of sewing, together with
other articles, which I have lately forwarded to the Seattle office for proposed
exhibition at the San Francisco fair, would indicate the really good work that
has been accomplished. The girls have been taught how to cut out and make
simple dresses, aprons, etc., and at certain schools some of the articles thus
made have been worn by the children during school hours. The boys also
have been taught how to use the needle and have done some creditable work.
The generous supply of calico, thread, and other material furnished by the
bureau has enabled us to teach much sewing which otherwise could not have
been taught. The children after leaving school make good use at home of
what they have learned at school. Sewing machines are in every village; in
certain villages there is a machine in every cabin.

We have maintained cooking classes at several of our schools. The classes,
however, have been limited in their attendance, owing to their having been
held in the teachers’ living quarters. The girls are fond of kitchen work and
succeed fairly well at it. Considerable instruction in cooking has been given
by our teachers in the cabins of the natives, which is perhaps a more practical
way of teaching, as the instruction thus given is based on conditions as they
actually exist among the natives. Many of the native women can make good
yeast bread and often do so when they do not consider the making of it too
much trouble.

Carpentry, while it has not been taught extensively in the school room, has
been given some attention in the villages. At several of our schools we have
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a workbench, which the boys and men have been encouraged to use. Most of
the men can build l(')g cabins, birch-bark canoes, boats, and sleds. Certain
natives show considerable skill in carpentry, notably that of sled making.
They can at all times, should they be sufficlently painstaking, make a better
sled than can white men. The sleds made by white men are usually heavy
and rigid, while those of Indian make are light and have a tendency to spring.
The boys at school have been taught how to use the various tools furnished
by the bureau, such as the square, plane, level, etc,, and the instruction thus
given will doubtless benefit them later.

The school gardens, especially those at Eagle and Tanana, have been quite
successful. At Eagle we have our school grounds well under cultivation, in
which are being grown potatoes, turnips, radishes, cabbages, lettuce, etc. There
are also six gardens in the village which the natives themselves have planted.
With the constant aid and encouragement of the teacher, all the gardens are
doing well. At the end of the season we will have from 500 to 600 cabbages and
about 23 tons of 'potatoes, The extent of ground under cultivation on behalf
of the natives at Eagle amounts to approximately 2} acres. The natives have
taken unusual interest in the gardens, and it is wholly due to the thoroughness
and enthusiasm of our teacher that at Eagle we have one of the best gardens
along the river.

It has not always been easy to get the natives interested in garden work.
They appreciate the garden produce at the end of each season, but are reluctant
to take much active part in the preliminary work at the beginning of the season.
It has to be admitted that the work is often quite hard, as much of the ground
up here, even in the summer time, is frozen to within 1 foot or 18 inches from,
the surface. In villages where there are no schools there are few if any native
gardens, as the natives at these places seldom have anyone to instruct them
in garden matters.

The sanitary conditions at all the villages in our school centers are fairly good.
Outside of these centers, however, they are far from what they should be, as the
natives seldom have anyone to encourage them in the matter of cleaning up their
villages, neither do they seem to understand the necessity for its being done.
Nearly all the cabins in our school villages are washed and scrubbed once a
week, but it is a difficult matter to keep them clean, as so many unsuitable
things are brought into the cabins, such as dogfish and other objectionable mat-
ter. Many of the natives, moreover, allow some of their dogs to sleep in the
cabins. We have tried to discourage this practice as much as possible, as we
have every reason to believe that much infection is carried through the villages
by means of diseased dogs. Nearly all the cabins are badly ventilated, as the
windows are fixtures; that is to say, they do not open and were never intended
to. The personal cleanliness of the younger generation of natives has much
improved. In regard to the old natives, it is a hopeless task to try to get them
to take any pride in their personal cleanliness. With the younger generation,
however, it is different. For many years most of the children in our schools
have been given a weekly bath, and the spirit of cleanliness thus instilled into
them while at school has remained with them after they have grown up, which
has resulted in their being neater and cleaner in their personal appearance
than are certaln other natives who have not had the advantages of school train-
ing. On the whole, village conditions in such places where we have schools are
fairly good, considering the adverse conditions with which the teachers have
to cope.

Health conditions.—At Eagle and Circle there has been much sickness during
the past year. Tuberculosis, scrofula, and some skin trouble have given the
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teachers at these places much anxiety and hard work. When certain diseases
at Eagle have been beyond the knowledge and control of our teacher, medical
assistance has been rendered by the sergeant of the Army Medical Corps, who
is stationed 8 miles away. The mission doctor at Fort Yukon visited Circle
during the past winter and rendered some assistance.

The bureau had no physician in this district during the past year. Until such
a time as we can have a hospital of our own, I do not think we specially need
a doctor. At Fort Yukon there i8 a mission doctor, and it is possible that one
will be sent to Tanana in the near future. At both Fort Yukon and Tanana
the mission people are building large hospitals which when completed will each
have cost from $15,000 to $20,000. In each hospital there is already a trained
nurse in attendance.

The other villages in this district are hardly large enough to justify the
bureau in sending a doctor to take up his headquarters in any one of them.
As for a traveling physician, it 18 open to question whether the sick natives
recelve any material benefit from the necessarily rapid and unsatisfactory treat-
ment given by such a doctor, since he is not with his patients long enough to
determine the value of his work; neither is he in a position to know whether
during his absence his instructions and method of cure are being carried out.

Recommendations.—In view of the large number of natives not being reached,
owing to their migratory habits, and to the fact of their living in many small
and isolated groups, it might be well to set aside some reservations in additien
to the one located and staked last winter at Koskaket. It would be well to
bear in mind, however, that the mere fact of setting aside a tract of land for
the special use of the natives would not in itself be a means of inducing them
to live upon it. The natives do not care to live wholly apart from white people
unless they be given an incentive for so doing. At the present time they find
‘a local market for their furs among the white people, who also are the means of
furnishing the natives with their supplies. In setting aside reservations, there-
fore, the Government would have to be prepared to spend money upon them
to the end that they be made sufficiently attractive for the natives to voluntarily
settle thereon. Were schools and cooperative stores to be maintained, such
advantages would be readily seen and appreciated by the natives, who would
then have an incentive for building their homes upon the suggested reservations.

At one of the more central of the proposed reservations we should have a
detention hospital, similar to the one in use for white people at Fairbanks.
There are many natives suffering from infectious diseases who should be
isolated, as by the nature of their diseases they are a source of danger to the
community in which they live.

A “home ” for distressed natives, upon one of the reservations, might well be
considered by the Government. It would seem that some provision should be
made on behalf of the natives in cases of helpless old age, poverty, blindness,
and other afflictions. In view of there being a home for indigent white people
at Sitka, it would indicate that those responsible are prepared to look after the
distressed whites, but that little cognizance is taken of the wretched condition
of the lame, blind, and aged sick natives.

REPORT OF DR. H, 0. SCHALEBEN, SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS IN THE
SOUTHWESTERN DISTRICT.

In this district the natives are slowly adapting themselves to the changed
conditions to which they have so suddenly been subjected. The influence of
the Bureau of Education in helping them make this change is quite apparent.
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To the casual observer the bureau’s help in many sections of the country is
inappreciable, but those who live close to the natives or have made a study of
them see that the bureau’s work is effective and far-reaching. Some of our
staunchest supporters are old traders who have spent much of their lives in
Alaska and realize the change that has been wrought since the Government
has established schools and made it a buslness to look after the interests of
the natives. Needless to say much remains to be done, and many and various
are the schemes advanced by Alaskans for the betterment of the natives and
the improvement of our service.

The natives of the southern coast have always been and still are dependent
upon the salmon fisheries for a livelihood. Up to a very short time ago a con-
dition of lawlessness existed at the canneries which beggars description. This
condition has recently changed to a great extent by the appointment of com-
petent men to the positions under the Department of Justice, and the con-
sequent strict enforcement of law. However, law can not protect the amicable
and tractable Eskimo of southwestern Alaska from the scum of San Francisco’s
Chinatown which the canneries ship up here. From this influx of orientals
the natives are reaping their harvest of syphilis, diseased, sterile women, and
premature death.

Reservations are needed for the Alaska natives, not to keep the natives in
but to keep undesirables out. Nothing short of reservations can protect the
natives from the evils of the canneries. The reservations at Tyonek and in
the Prince William Sound sections are examples in this district of the good
effects of this policy. At both places the canneries are supplying the natives
with nets and buying their fish, because of the exclusive fishing rights which
have been gained through the establishment of the reservations.

The work in the schools is progressing as usual. The attendance continues
up to the usual standard, and the teachers without exception are rendering
good service. I think I can without exaggeration say that the teachers in
this district are of a high standard of efficlency and that all are devoted to
their work. Considering the low salaries paid in this service, the standard
of efficiency is indeed high. ’

Inasmuch as the advancement of the natives depends largely upon the
solution of their economic problems, and the natives in this. district are by
geographical distribution and tribal differences divided into five groups living
under different economic conditions, these groups are considered separately in
the following statement: (1) The Eskimo of the Bristol Bay section, the
Alaska Peninsula, and Kodiak Island; (2) the Aleuts, from Sanak and
Belkofski to Attu; (8) the Athabaskans of Cooks Inlet; (4) the Eskimo of
Prince William Sound; (5) the Athabaskans of the Copper River Valley.

Eskimos of the Bristol Bay 8ection, the Alaska Peninsula, and Kodiak
Island.—This is by far the largest group in this district, comprising about 83
villages, with populations ranging from 25 to 150 or more. Those on the
northeastern shore of Bristol Bay, on Togiak River, and Kulukah Bay are
extremely primitive, and depend entirely upon hunting and fishing for their
livelihood. They have decided nomadic tendencies and spend much of their
time away from their main villages. For that reason the attendance is poor
at the schools during the spring and fall months, at which times the hunting
is good. These people have not yet acquired any degree of civilization, and
therefore meager results are to be expected for some time from the bureau’s
recently established work among them. Fortunately, two of the reindeer
herds are located in this section, which will greatly augment the work of the
schools ;- the Eskimo in his most primitive state takes readily to the reindeer
work, '
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Sanitary conditions among these primitive people are very bad, and tuber-
culosis is prevalent to an alarming extent. During the winter they live in
overcrowded igloos with little or no ventflation. The houses are never cleaned,
dirt floors are common, and spitting on the floor is the prevailing habit.
Unfortunately the mode of living can not be speedily changed among these
people, since there {8 no timber for new houses, the country being barren.
They would build new houses if in some way they could be supplied with
lumber.

The remainder of the Eskimos of this group, from Nushagak to Kodiak
Island, are all well above the semicivilized stage, many of them enjoying
comfortable homes and having an ample supply of imported as well as native
foods. A majority of them earn their livelihood by working for the canneries.
Those of the younger generation speak English well and are well advanced in
school work. The schools of Chogiung, Koglung, Ugashik, Chignik, and Akhiok
are of inestimable value to these southern Eskimos, because they have advanced
to that point where they can make good use of a common-school education in
their commercial relations with the whites.

Health conditions have been extremely bad. Not only is there a large per-
centage of tuberculosis among them, but also much syphilis, which has wrought
‘havoc with them for years and has undermined the health of entire communi-
ties. These conditions have perceptibly improved since the establishment of
the Government schools and the hospital at Nushagak. However, it will require
years of careful tfreatment and sanitary surveillance to eradicate the syphilis
and counteract its evil effects.

These deplorable health conditions are largely due to mingling with the
orientals at the canneries, who quite recently openly sold the worst whisky
imaginable to the natives, debauching the native women at will. This condition
has greatly improved in recent years, but in spite of the efforts of the officials
of the Department of Justice and others interested it is still in existence.

More schools are needed In this section. Naknek, Port Moller, Perry, and
Karluk should have schools. The reindeer industry should be extended down
the peninsula, and to Kodiak Island, if sufficient pasturage can be found. The
medical work should be extended to embrace the outlying villages tributary
to Bristol Bay, and hospital facilities should be established for the south shore
of the peninsula and Kodiak Island. The Department of Justice should employ
more deputy marshals in this section during the summer.

The Aleuts—The Aleuts are unfortunate in that their resources of valuable
sea animals have been entirely exhausted. Their problem is primarily that of
economic improvement. With the exception of the coaling of revenue cutters
at Unalaska, there is no work to be had on the Aleutian Islands. Some of the
natives of Unalaska have during the last two summers been employed by the
cannery at Port Moller., This employment has lasted only six weeks, but at
that it has been of great help to them.

The majority of the Aleuts are compelled to live off the meager remaining
resources, which consist mainly of salmon and cod, and a few foxes. The sale
of foxskins is the only source of income to the natives of the outlying villages.
The income from this source is indeed small; especially when they are com-
pelled to sell the skins to the traders, who for years bought the furs from the
Aleuts at their own prices.

Since the establishment of the cooperative store at Atka and competitive
stores at Attu and Unalaska, very much higher prices have been paid for the
furs. The native cooperative store at Atka has compelled the independent
trader to pay a high price for the furs during this last winter, in spite of the
depression in the fur market; he also has to sell his goods at a very close
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margin in order to compete with the cooperative store. This store has in this
way been a very effective agent in increasing the income of the Atka natives.

One industry which could be easily managed by the natives is the raising
of blue foxes on islands. Unfortunately the best islands for this purpose have
already been taken up by white men. There may be other islands suitable for
the fox business, but those taken by the white men are the best, because they
are low-lying and have long sloping beaches covered with extensive beds of
shellfish, which are always available, since these beaches are never covered
with ice. About the only care a fox island like that needs is watching; it is
not necessary to feed the foxes, as they live on the shellfish.

The work of the schools at Atka and Unalaska can not be praised too highly;
these schools have been a great help in breaking up a form of peonage to which
the natives were long subjected.

Health conditions on these islands will not greatly improve until the living
conditions improve. These people want better houses, and they will have them
as soon as they can afford to buy lumber. More and a better variety of food is
needed for & better resistance against disease. Tuberculosis is the main scourge,
and should be eradicated by isolation.

The Athabaskans of Cooks Inlct.—This group comprises the natives of the
villages of Seldovia, Kenai, Tyonek, Susitna, Knik, and Matanuska. The vil-
lages of Iliamna and Noondalting also belong to this group. These people have
long lived in close contact with white men and have therefore adopted much
of the white man’s mode of living. A majority of them depend largely upon
work in the fisheries for a living. Although they were originally an inland
people, they have long lived on the shores of the inlet and have depended much
upon the sea for their livelihood. Through close contact with the whites and the
orientals at the canneries, they have contracted diseases and acquired their
vices and have consequently degenerated physically and also morally. In fact,
these people are suffering from a too-close contact with the whites, and the
problem of improving them lies in protecting them from unprineipled white men
and orientals, commercially as well as morally.

‘We have so far failed to protect the natives from this element in this section;
it seems that adequate protection can not be given them without the establish-
ment of reservations for them, from which undesirables can be excluded. It is
to be hoped that the present experiment of a reserve at Tyonek will prove a suc-
cess. From the fisheries of this reservation an income sufficlent to support its
present population can be expected ; however, if the population is.to be increased
it will be necessary to extend the reservation to include more fishing rights.
This matter will be taken up after the fishing season, when the present income
of the reservation can better be estimated.

Tyonek should have a sawmill ; the reservation is well timbered, and lumber
could be cut for commercial purposes as well as for new houses which they need
very much.

The Eskimos of Prince William Sound.—These natives live in five villages
on the borders of Prince William Sound, as follows: Chenega, on the island of
the same name lying between Knight Island and Kenai Peninsula; Kiniklik.
near Port Wells; Tatitlek, near Ellamar ; Hawkins Island Village, on the island
by the same name; and Nuchek, ¢n Hinchinbrook Island, both at the eastern
entrance to the sound.

Tatitlek is the largest and most central village of this group, to which the
Yeople of the other villages come to visit quite often. It would be an easy mat-
ter to concentrate them all at this village.

These natives have been getting contracts to furnish logs for the sawmill at
Valdez, on which they have realized good wages. Perhaps a sawmill of their
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own would be of considerable help to them, provided that the lumber could be
marketed. A large amount would be needed for new houses of which they are
in need.

The sanitary and also the health conditions of this village are improving.
The problem of keeping the village clean is very difficult because the houses are
crowded together so closely. During the last year 1 have made an effort to
rid the village of syphilis. The method pursued has been the intravenous admin-
istration of neosalvarsan by the concentrated method repeated in a week, to-
gether with a careful administration of mercurials in the form of inunctions
and protiodide in the interim. Twelve cases have been treated, of which seven
were of congenital origin. Of the seven congenital cases, five have completely re-
covered from all symptoms, and have gained rapidly in weight and growth. All
the cases treated were chronic and neglected, and the results are therefore most
encouraging. I report these results because this is possibly the first time that
neosalvarsan has been given intravenously on so extensive a scale in an Alaskan
schoolroom ; in all 22 injections were given, with no untoward results except
a slight infection in 2 cases caused possibly by scratching the point of injection
to relieve itching. The method is practicable where the patient can be kept
under the mercurial treatment between the injections.

The village of Tatitlek shows marked improvement in every way and our
results there are good.

The Athabaskans of the Copper River Valley—These natives live in small
widely-scattered camps and villages. They live almost wholly on fish and game;
their income being from furs, and at times from a little work secured as guldes,
and in doing odd jobs for the whites.

Their standard of living is low, and the sanitary and health condltlons among
them are bad. They live a lazy, nomadic life, spending much of their time in
their tents at the various hunting and fishing camps. The depleted condition
of the game and fur resources of the valley necessitates that they scatter widely
in order to make a living. Under these conditions it is difficult for the teacher
at Copper Center to keep in touch with them, and the attendance at the school
is small and irregular. The school has, however, been a means of keeping in
touch with them, and from it urgent cases of destitution have been relieved, dis-
eases treated, and medicines issued, and in these respects the school has ren-
dered invaluable service. It is to be hoped that these natives can by some means
be grouped in the near future.

I take this opportunity to again touch on the problem of medical relief in
this district. In providing medical rellef it is of the greatest importance to
consider the fact that hundreds of miles of water difficult to navigate separate
the different sections of the district. One hospital can not serve the south shore
of the Alaska Peninsula, Kodiak Island, Cooks Inlet, Prince William Sound,
and the Copper River Valley, not to speak of the Aleutian Islands, with any
degree of practicability and success. Only the most urgent cases reach the
hospital—that is distant a long steamboat journey—yet we can not hope to
have separate hospital facilities for each one of the above-enumerated sections.
It would be much better to have several small hospitals than one large central
institution.

In conclusion, I want again to call your attention to the alarming fact that
the greatest health problem of the Alaska natives is the eradication of tubercu-
losis. It is of the greatest importance that means be speedily provided for the
isolation of this dread disease. In dealing with the health problem it should
have first consideration; little can be done toward its eradication through edu-
cation alone, .
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A. SECTION OF COOKING CLASS, KOTZEBUE SCHOOL, ARCTIC ALASKA.

B. SECTION OF SEWING CLASS, KOTZEBUE SCHOOL.
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A. SECTION OF CLASS IN WOODWORK. METLAKATLA SCHOOL, SOUTH-
EASTERN ALASKA.

B. THE CABBAGE PATCH. SCHOOL GARDEN, KLUKWAN, SOUTHEASTERN
ALASKA.
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A. UNITED STATES HOSPITAL FOR NATIVES, JUNEAU.

B. SUMMER CAMP, SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA.
This outdoor life is very beneficial to natives suffering from tuberculosis.
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A. ESKIMO IGLOO, ARCTIC ALASKA, EXTERIOR.

B. ESKIMO IGLOO, INTERIOR,
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" REPORT OF WILLIAM G. BEATTIE, SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS IN THE
SOUTHEASTERN DISTRICT.

Thirteen schools have been in operation during the year in the southeastern
district of Alaska. Twenty teachers, two nurses or teachers of sanitation, and
one physician have been employed.

The whole corps of workers has been loyal and faithful in the year’s service.

In the schoolroom probably greater progress than in any previous year has
been made in teaching the native children English. Yet the progress has been
exceedingly small in this direction and leaves much to be desired. It is im-
possible in the few hours in the schoolroom to teach enough English and to get
it used enough to make it the medium of speech for the children and young
people; the language used in the home, the store, on the street, and throughout
the comn'lunlty is chiefly Tsimpsean, Hydah, or Thlinget. However, we are en-
deavoring each year to place increasing emphasis on the necessity of English
in the community as well as in the schoolroom, and while growth in the use of
the language is slow, we are encouraged because we can note progress. This
progress is due in no small degree to the wider use of the dramatization of
stories In our primary grades. After the Indian child becomes interested In
one story and gets such a clear conception of the words that, while repeating
them, he can demonstrate their meaning by actions, he becomes enthusiastic in
grasping and demonstrating other stories in the same way. Thus by pro-
nunciation and action he makes the words his own and is thereafter not afraid
to use them. Last October I visited one school where the teacher was endeavor-
ing to have her first and second grades dramatize a simple story. The pupils
were bashful and slow to respond. I encouraged them as much as possible, and
upon leaving told them that I would expect to hear this again later in the
winter. In January I visited them again. When the teacher called for
volunteers to dramatize not only one but three stories, every pupil was en-
thusiastically anxious to participate in the dramatization, and those selected
surely performed their parts with credit both to themselves and their teacher.

In general progress Hydaburg has been able to make the best showing. The
attendance there has been much more regular than in other schools, and the
older people have been led to show more positive inclination for growth. In
addition to the good work of our teachers there, the growth is due to a great
extent to the absence of quarrels and clan troubles among the natives over
land and houses; when these people left their lands and houses in the former
villages and came to the new location, the bureau of education, with the aid
of the Forestry Service, laid off the land so that each head of a family knows
exactly what is his. Property rights are now administered in accordance with
the laws of the United States rather than by the old customs of the natives.
This has eliminated from Hydaburg property troubles that in almost every
other village cause divisions and factions among the people.

In Klukwan the industrial class of boys, though small, has accomplished
much. By exchanging vegetables from the school garden and by the sale of
articles produced by the manual training class, the boys, under the guidance of
the teacher, have purchased tools enough to have a very respectable com-
munity shop for work in wood and sheet iron. During the year a number of
Yukon dog sleds have been built in the shop, and all have found ready sale. The
sheet-iron, air-tight wood stove is the most satisfactory stove in use in Klukwan,
and nearly all new stoves used in the village this year have been made in the
shop. The gardens of this village again demonstrated that if the natives can
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be led to devote their time to vegetable growing a vegetable cannery can be
made a profitable investment.

In Haines special mention should be made of the sewing-class work and
cooking. Both of these were successfully carried on for a part of the year,
there being not only a class from the schoolroom, but also from the mothers of
the village. In Hoonah, in addition to making a number of small articles in
wood, the manual-training class built a flat-bottomed skiff for the use of the
school.

The general school work at Metlakahtla has shown by both attendance and
progress that the Government met a vital need of that community when it
established the school there. The new school building, a part of which is com-
pleted, will be occupied next autumn and will surely be greatly appreciated by
both pupils and teachers after two winters spent in rooms in old store build-
ings and halls.

The immoral white man continues to be a menace to the native of this
district. In such towns as Haines, Douglas, Juneau, Petersburg, and Ketchikan
Indian women and girls are ready prey of white men, Japanese, Mexicans,
Filipinos, and various Europeans, who entice their victims with money or, more
often, with intoxicating liquors. Nothing but total prohibition of the liquor
traffic in the Territory of Alaska will reduce to a minimum the debauchery
now caused among the natives by the manufacture of native intoxicants or the
traffic among these people of the white man’s intoxicating liquors.

The Féderal law states that the Indians are not to be disturbed in the posses-
sion of their lands. Yet in all parts of this district where the white population
is on the increase Indians are being crowded from lands which they have held
for generations. It is frequently the case that an Indian family has had
three or four cabins in various locations where they would go to plant a small
garden, to trap, or to dry fish at the various seasons of the year. During the
passing of many years the natives have cleared small plats of ground. Within
the past few years white homesteaders have located on many of these plats,
making them each a part of a homestead. The result is that when the native
goes to his camping place, or garden, he finds that it has been appropriated by
a white man. During the past year an Indian brought action in the court
against & white man for taking up the Indian’s land and after spending more
than $300 in attorneys’ fees and other expenses of the case had it decided
against him. He had claimed the land for a period of 40 years and more;
had actually lived upon it during a certain season every year for many years
until some 8 years ago, and his right to that land had always been recognized
by both white and Indian until a white man came along, took up a homestead,
and built a cabin near the Indian’s land. Before he did this the white man
had stopped with the Indian in the latter’s cabin on several occasions. When
the white man took up his homestead and had it recorded he included the
Indian’s land in the homestead and it was not until two years or more after-
wards that the Indian knew that the homestead claim covered his land.
There are a number of cases in this district similar in principle to this one.

I believe that every Indian village in this district should be made a reserve,
as are Hydaburg, Klawock, and Klukwan, in order to keep the white men from
encroaching upon their village lands.

As I said in my report of last year, there is so much jealousy existing between
villages, and the customs and events of the distant past have created so much
enmity between certain communities, that it is practically impossible to get two
villages on the present site of either one of them. If a new location can be
found where there are no clan houses, which hold many traditions, villages may
be persuaded to unite, provided they can make the move at no financial loss.
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If a reimbursable fund could be secured by the bureau and we could furnish
from that fund the necessary machinery for sawmill, cannery, or other indus-
trial plant at some new location, it might then be possible to get some more
villages to unite at such location. They would in a few years be able to pay
back the money into the fund and own their own plant, as has been done at
Hydaburg.

The Alaska Legislature at their second session the past spring passed two
laws that will enable both individual natives and villages to make progress
toward our Government and civilization if they so desire. These laws are (1)
a law to enable an Alaskan Indian to determine his citizenship before the
courts, and (2) a law to enable Indian villages to organize for self-government.
I believe that the last law is the most important piece of legislation that has
ever been made for the Alaska natives. It will enable them to establish coun-
cils of their own and to learn to govern themselves. They can pass any ordi-
nance for their own village that is not in conflict with Federal or Territorial
laws.

There is still much demand for the establishment of a good trades school in
Alaska for the Indians. Probably 300 Alaska Indians are this year enrolled in
the boarding schools in the States under the Bureau of Indian Affairs. There
is scarcely a month goes by in which I am not besought by Indians to do all I
can to get a trades school established in Alaska in which their older children
could learn the work that it is impossible to teach in our village schools.
Would it not be an excellent plan to establish such a school and permit to
enter there only those pupils who had completed, say, five grades in the village
schools? I believe this would be a help to our village schools also.

It is to be hoped that a hospital will be speedily built in this district, now
that a medical relief appropriation has been made. The cost to the natives in
the local hospitals of Juneau and Douglas is prohibitive when they have also
to pay a doctor for his services. In Ketchikan a native will not be received
into the hospital at any price. Some haven for natives needing hospital
attention is surely much needed.

The law permits natives to take up allotments of not to exceed 160 acres.
A number of natives have availed themselves of this privilege. They have
staked out their claim and made application to the land office. In course of time
a surveyor is sent to survey the allotment. When he arrives he finds that the .
native has not run his lines according to the true meridian. The surveyor’s
rules—those under which he works—are inexorable. He must change the
lines to conform with the rules. The Indian can not understand these rules
and is angered. When he finds that he can not have the land he wants, and
especially when part of his shore line or water line is cut out, he doesn’t want
that allotment. Under the Indian customs, the Indiams owned water, streams
and bays, as well as land. Some of them take up their land now with a view to
controlling certain water. This they find they can not do, and they do not want
the land they have chosen.

SECTION 2.—REPORTS BY PHYSICIANS AND NURSES.

REPORT OF DR. L. H. FRENCH, KANAKANAK,

During this year we accommodated more hospital patients and cared for a
greater number of out-patients than during the preceding year. Only the more
severe cases, which could not be well cared for at home, were admitted. During
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the fiscal year 44 cases were treated in the hospital, requiring 1,282 days of
hospital treatment.

The Kanakanak building, having been designed for use as a schoolhouse, is
very poorly adapted for hospital purposes, and not having the proper sanitary
arrangements, the work is often carried on with the greatest difficulty. Cases
of all kinds, both male and female, must necessarily be kept in one room which
was formerly the schoolroom, the only means of separating patients and sexes
being some homemade screens. However, the present building has served its
purpose admirably by way of conducting an experiment as to the utility and
the necessity of a hospital at this point.

I would not deem it wise to attempt any improvement to the present building,
but rather to erect a building especially designed and equipped as a hospital.
The building should contain a male and a female ward and two private rooms
for the necessary isolation of certain cases, also a dispensary room for the
treatment of out-patients and as a receiving ward, with bath arrangements so
that patients can be bathed before entering the ward. The hospital should
contain two toilet rooms and baths for male and female patients. The building
should also contain proper living quarters and a bath for nurses and attendants.
The present building could be used as a residence for the attending physician.
Proper accommodations and provision should be made in the building for main-
taining and training native girls as nurses.

As physician in the Alaska medical service and acting assistant district school
superintendent, I have visited all the schools, reindeer camps, and villages be-
tween Togiak on the west, Iliamna on the east, and Ugasik on the south.
At Togiak the educational and sanitary work has been very difficult, very
largely due to the poor dwellings of the natives. No timber being available
for fuel or building purposes, the natives are compelled to live in partly under-
ground barabaras, shelter being provided by covering a light framework of stick
with straw and sod. In such a habitation cleanliness is impossible, and on
account of the almost complete absence of fuel the houses are continually cold,
damp, and moldy, and almost all food is eaten raw. Under such conditions
the physical as well as the mental development of children is necessarily
dwarfed. The schoolhouse is situated in the village at the mouth of the
Togiak River. On up the river, at intervals of about 10 miles, are six other
villages, the natives of which all exist in a very low state of civilization. The
natural resources of Togiak Bay and River provide a bountiful supply of seals,
fish, and fur-bearing animals, making this region a desirable habitat for native
population. It is hardly possible that the education of the natives of Togiak
will show much progress until their homes can be improved. I would recom-
mend that a few suitable houses be built for them in such a manner that they
will not be more difficult to heat than their present huts. Their barabaras,
being covered with turf and being practically air-tight, require a small amount
of fuel; if houses were built for them which were colder they would probably
prefer the hut.

The village of Kulukak, on the west shore of Kulukak Bay, occupies a com-
manding and sightly position, with its waters abounding in seal, fish, and clams,
while the adjacent country is well stocked with fur and game animals. But
like Togiak, Kulukak is also without timber, and the people necessarily live in
underground dugouts. During the spring of 1915 I was detained at Kulukak
on account of an early ice break-up, and I saw what occurred every spring in
their huts. Water began to ooze in from floor and sides, producing a filthy mud
which rendered the huts uninhabitable, and the prevailing rains at this season
made life in a tent just as bad. Stone and gravel are plentiful at Kulukak,
and the best solution of this trouble that I can suggest is that a supply of
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cément and lumber for forms be sent to Kulukak for the construction of about
15 small concrete houses. These would be durable, sanitary, economically
heated, easily constructed, and cheaply shipped. Each house should be about
. 12 by 16 feet, with a built-on vestibule and entrance end. The walls should
be double, with air space, which would make them easily heated and dry. If
drawings and directions for erection are sent, the houses could be built by the
natives themselves under the supervision of the teacher and myself. Therefore
there would be no expense for labor. The advantages and resources of Kulukak
as an abode for natives are so many that there need be no fear as to the per-
manence of this village.

As a region for the establishment of a reservation for the natives, I know of
none better adapted, or with more prospects of benefit than the one embracing
Togiak and Kulukak. On the coast between Togiak and Kulukak, and on
Hagemeister Island, are deposits of lignite coal, which could be utilized for fuel
in this timberless country. This reservation should embrace all the territory
drained by the rivers flowing into Kulukak and Togiak Bays, together with the
adjacent islands. At present this territory contains no white population, nor
is it commercially used in any way, and if set apart and kept from the
encroachment of others than natives would provide an excellent location to
deal with the native problem by the reservation method.

On account of increase in population at Kulukak, due to natural growth and
development, and the location of new families from other villages, the school is
now quite overcrowded. This should be overcome as soon as possible by the
building of an addition, which would lengthen the schoolroom about 12 or 15
feet. The present heating arrangement would be ample for such an addition.

The school at Chogiung is making much progress, and at present the pupils
use the English language exclusively while in the school or on the playground.
To hear them in their recitations and to see their wonderful plays and dances
is indeed an inspiration. This school has an attendance of 72, somewhat more
than half being native and the rest children of mixed blood. This school also
serves Kanakanak, 4 miles distant; the 10 children of that village are brought
to school each morning with dog team, and after school returned in the same
way. Hot lunches are served these children at noon. If accommodations for
boarding school children at Chogiung school were provided, this school would
become a more useful institution. Children from the villages which are out of
reach of the school, as well as orphans, could then be cared for and educated.
A comparison of results in education between regular day pupils and pupils
who are boarded and kept from the regular native environment proves that the
latter method is vastly superior. One of the teachers in this district took two
native girls, aged 5 and 6, and kept them with her in her home. Neither spoke
English when taken. Now, at the end of two years, they speak English as well
as the average American ¢hild of the same age, and at no time do they use
the native tongue. The custom of the natives of this section of making slaves
of orphan children should be a sufficient reason for the establishment of
boarding schools.

REPORT OF DR. J. W. REED, RUSSIAN MIBBION.

Two winter trips bave been made to the Kuskokwim as far south as Bethel,
one trip to Hamilton on the Yukon, and on these trips all villages and fishing
camps, except one on the Yukon, have been visited. While on my trip down the
Yukon River, accompanied by Mr. Cochran, we visited the Akulurak mission,
returned again to Mountain Village and went about 60 miles out on the tundra
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to a place where we were told no other Government official had ever been.
Two summer trips have been made to Pimute, and one this June to Holy Cross,
with a thorough inspection of the Catholic mission at that place, as well as
treatment of inmates needing medical care. :

This year I have visited 82 different villages and 6 fishing camps, traveled
1,900 miles, visited approximately 1,400 people, and treated over 620 patients,
the little cuts and bruises not being counted, as well as many repeats. One
major operation for approximation of the ends of an old fracture of the lower
leg and an amputation of the upper third of the thigh for a severe gunshot wound
have been performed, as well as an operation for drainage in a wound in the
upper arm due to a rifle wound. I also made an attempt to stop a tubercular
process of the hip joint of a reindeer herder, and I now have him under observa-
tion, but as yet can not tell as to permanent results. The operations were per-
formed in the schoolroom. I was compelled to use an old workbench, of ancient
and hoary appearance, for the operating table; it served quite a valuable pur-
pose as an operating table, being the exact height and required length, and
when covered with a clean sheet it did not look bad.

I have lost only three cases In my practice this year, one of Pott’s disease
that I saw when dying and gave it an opiate to relieve pain; another a case of
chronic bronchitis, which was improving when I went down the river this
spring, but must have a week later developed a broncho-pnuemonia and died
before I returned. The third case was that of a child in the village, who was
dying on my arrival back home with tubercular meningitis; this case, as well
as the first, was heyond a physician’s control.

The general health in the villages along the river has been unusually good this
year, which is due not so much to the physician as to climatic conditions, and
the low price of furs, which has made most of the natives get out in the fresh
air and do a little hustling for a living.

On my visits to the two missions of the Roman Catholic Church, situated at
Akulurak and Holy Cross, I was treated with the kindest consideration and
cooperation and was given every opportunity to make a thorough investigation
of each institution. I am glad to report that I found the general health of the
inmates better than the average, and the sanitary conditions at both places such
as to meet the approval of any reasonable medical inspection. Especially was
I impressed with the fact that all of the children spoke good English even on
the playgrounds. They were all clean, cheerful, and had the appearance of
being well fed and well cared for.

On the tundra, at Chowaktaligamute, I found a trader who has taken quite
an interest in having good, clean houses in the village. We found him very
much interested in having the physician make regular visits, as well as having
a school placed at his village. When we wished to pay him for his team that
we had been using, he cut the price in half, remarking, that we were there for
the good of his people, and he wanted to help that much. This action being the
reverse of all other treatment that I have received along that line, has quite a
pleasant place in my remembrances of the visit. ’

At Kagatmute, 20 miles farther on the tundra, we found 19 inhabitants,
comprising 7 families, and 18 cases of tuberculosis; one of the children was
apparently free of it and was the only inhabitant of the village not tubercular.
Another child, only 5 or 6 years old, will be laid away in only a few years at
the best. Around the village we counted over 20 graves that have been made in
recent years, and many of them seem to be those of children. These people lived
in igloos, and there are only one or two stoves in the villlage; their houses were
damp and filthy to the extreme. When we made comment to the natives who
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were with us about the filth, we were informed that this village was in excellent
condition compared to those on the tundra nearer the coast. The only comment
that I care to make on this condition is that I regret that I saw what I did, and
I hope that it will never be my lot to see such conditions again, unless I am
armed with the means of relieving them.

Mrs. Reed, in all of my operations, as well as in the village work while I was
away, has been compelled to take the place of a second physician rather than
that of a nurse.

I would respectfully suggest the following as a permanent policy for this
section of the country: A small hospital well equipped to accommodate not
more than 15 patients or less than 8, with office, laboratory, drug room, dining
room, Kkitchen, bathroom, nurses’ room, operating room, sun room, several
closets, and a cellar. Several well-built cabins with glass on two sides, with
plain furniture and with inside finishing so that a hot solution of any anti-
septic could be sprayed all over the room. These cabins should be large enough
to accommodate one and some of them two patients who are tubercular. A
physician’s home should be built near to the hospital and cabins, and it should
be large enough, as well as comfortable, so that a family could feel a little of
home life. A trained nurse should be permanently stationed at the hospital
and in the tubercular camp, subject to the physician in charge; an interpreter,
who could also act as dog musher and handy man when at the village, should
be on salary all of the year round. The physician should have a small launch
for summer travel and at least two good dog teams during the winter, kept in
good trim for travel, so that he would not have to depend upon half-starved native
dogs for traveling. The interpreter and the first-stage tubercular cases could
put up enough fish in the summer to feed the dogs during the entire winter, as
well as supply the hospital and tubercular patients with dried fish for their
own use. In addition to nursing the patients, the nurse should have authority
to make the inmates of the cabins keep them in good order. The physician
should be on the trail in winter and on the river during the summer at least
half of the time and should only make short quick trips and be at call by a
fresh dog team in case of emergency. The physician should also have a good
lantern, so as to give lectures on sanitation in each of the villages visited. He
should also have authorization for travel to enable him to cover the territory
well, and he should know what amount he can speid not later than the 1st of
August of each year, so as to be able to make all plans and arrangements for
the winter to the best advantage.

This hospital and camp should be placed upon a reservation along the Yukon
River and should be at least 10 miles square and be situated in the spruce timber.
Near this camp should be established another village of nontubercular cases
for the families of those in the tubercular camp and also for the young men
and women who are anxious to lead a civilized life. At first the Government
should furnish windows, flooring, and roofing for houses built according to a
certain plan, and a contract should be drawn up with each individual head of a
family to the effect that only a certain number of people should live in the
house and that it should be kept clean and sanitary; that he would give at
least five days each year to the village for general work; that he would make
a garden and set aside each fall a certain number of fish for each of the
family and a certain number of dog fish for each dog kept, and these not to
be sold under any pretext. This contract should also read that continued
neglect of any of these requirements would forfeit the work he has done in
building the house and also his right to live on the reservation, and that the
house will revert back to the local government for sale to & new family.
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On the reservation there should be a sawmill, cannery for fish, a cooperative
store, a plant for preparing dried fish and salmon bellies for the local trade,
an experiment station, and a small farm. The products from all of these could
be sold here in the country to whites if they had the assurance of a responsible
man that the food was put up under sanitary conditions. A wood yard on the
reservation would net quite a revenue. When the village and plants are well
established the profits should most of them go to permanent and general im-
provements of the village. . .

Over this village should be placed a man who is well qualified to make good,
and he should be assured that he could retain his position as long as his service
is satisfactory. He should have power to enforce the rules and law of a local
town council or veto the same. If possible, the physician and teacher should
be men of congenial temperament and men whose friendship has been of long
standing. -

The general conditions here, or better yet, 10 miles from here, are such that
the above plan could be carried out well on an authorization of $7,000 for the
first year, $5,000 for the second, $3,000 for the third; from then on I am con-
vinced that $2,000 per year, not including the salaries of the workers, would
keep the institution in good working condition and would give the people a
chance to live better and not be subject to the whims and fancies of irresponsible
traders. There is a place above here which, if staked, would contain not less
than 500,000 feet of merchantable lumber, and most of it accessible to a small,
portable sawmill, )

I have had the opportunity to note the good work done by the schools and
missions in this region. I have also seen natives, after leaving the schools and
missions, go back to the old way and become worse than those around them.
These young men and wemen are not to blame; neither are the methods of
training at fault. In this country and among these native people public opinion
is a great factor, so much so that a single couple either has to abide by the
decisions of the village council or leave the village. Again, the inability of the
native to earn a good living makes it impossible, regardless of his strength of
character, to live as he would desire.

I am convinced, after a very careful study this year and a personal visit to
the above-mentioned place, that if the above plans were carried out it would
conserve the good work of the schools and missions in this section of the
country.

The drop in furs, the high cost of food, and the fact just accomplished of
one man controlling the whole supply of food for miles around, as well as his
actions at present, make me shudder for these people this winter, as'I am able
now to see the handwriting on the wall, and I shall be powerless to prevent it,
for no one can say to a man at what price he shall sell his goods or what he
shall pay for goods bought.

In conclusion I wish to state that the manner of living from hand to mouth
of these people would make it impossible for them to be of much assistance,
except by giving labor, in carrying out this scheme, Still, I am convinced that
they would cooperate very enthusiastically as soon as they were in a position
to do so. This was demonstrated this spring when I asked everyone to help
me clean up the village. All save one family and a white trader responded, and
in a few days the whole village was cleaner than it has ever been, and the
people took so much pride in it that they have, without my suggestion, kept it
as clean as could be during the fishing season.
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REPORT OF DR. FRANK W. LAMB, NULATO.

On the day after my arrival in Nulato, September 22, 1914, I made a canvass
of all the natives’ homes, examined and made a diagnosis of all patients, and
requested those that were able to come to the hospital for further observation
and treatment. From the first I met with friendliness and willingness to follow
my directions. For a while I was under the impression that the * medicine
man” was advising the natives not to take the medicine prescribed. After
careful watching, however, I found that he did not do this, but on the contrary
advised the people to call me on several occasions. There have been two native
women who did not take the medicine prescribed, but I am inclined to believe
that they themselves were discouraged because immediate relief was not
obtained. Both of these cases died, one from tuberculosis and the other from
metritis following confinement.

The present site of the village is as good as can be obtained, on account of
its protection from winds, but it is too crowded. The military reservation on
one side and the mission on the other make it impossible for the natives to
rebuild, and the consequence is that the homes are too close together and too
many are living in one cabin.

The natives have agreed to provide barrels outside of their cabins in which
to throw refuse and to empty them at a distance from the village. Heretofore
refuse has been dumped near the doors. This spring the village was thoroughly
cleaned, the water front raked, dead dogs buried, tin cans placed on the ice to
go out with the break-up, chloride of lime sprinkled around cabins, refuse
burned, and many of the cabins and the council hall fumigated. Old drains
were cleaned and redug and several new ones dug. Upon returning from their
fish camps the natives have agreed to build toilets at both ends of the village.

I have given talks to the natives in regard to stamping out tuberculosis and
the care of tubercular cases, care of their homes and selves, and the feeding of
infants. I have taken all babies from tubercular mothers and am having them
fed from bottles. I have induced the natives to be careful about spitting on
floors of homes and to use small receptacles containing an antiseptic. It is my
intention, upon the return of the Indians from camp, to have one of their
number appointed as health officer by the council, to be under my supervision
to enforce sanitary conditions. The natives are very much enthused on this
subject. .

The natives have had a rather hard winter, on account of the low price of
furs and wood, and most of them have been in straitened circumstances,
although at potlatch they will give the last thing they have to some one that has
helped them in a recent bereavement. Whenever possible, I have given work to
different natives.

The water question in summer has been a difficult one, which has been solved
by inducing the natives to obtain water from the Nulato River and from a
spring located 4 miles up the Yukon and which has been piped to the foot of
the hill. Heretofore the natives used the Yukon River water, which receives the
drainage from the burying ground and the villages above.

During the winter of 1914-15 I made the following trips to treat natives:
One each to Unalakleet and Dishkaket, 8 each to Louden and Kaltag, and
12 to Koyukuk. While in these places I inspected the villages, visited all native
homes, gave talks on sanitation, and made recommendations. The natives of
Kokrines wanted me to make a canvass of the village and treat the afflicted,
but there were no funds to make the trip. . ’

Sergt. Yeatman, Hospital Corps, United States Army, has been of great help
in giving anesthetics and assisting at operations as well as looking after cases
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during my absence on official trips. On one occasion he made a trip to Koyukuk
with station dogs while I was in Louden with Mr. Evans.

During the year I have performed two laparotomies, two uterine curette-
ments, flve operations for perineorrhaphy and trachelorrhaphy, and a great
number of incisions of abcesses. In several cases of children I have advised to
parents the removal of adenoids, and they now want them removed as soon as
the fishing season is over. I am of the opinion that a great many of the
enlarged glands in children are due to tonsils and adenoids, and the slight
prolonged fevers in children are due to nasopharyngitis, as the result of ade-
noids and enlarged tonsils. One case in particular came here from Louden
with glands of neck enlarged. The case would not respond to hot applications
or internal treatment, but after six applications of weak iodine solution and
antiseptic spray to throat the glands returned to normal.

I would recommend that the Bureau of Education ship in about 25 barrels
of lime and brushes for whitewashing interior of cabins and for use around
village.

In order to stamp out tuberculosis, I would recommend the segregating of all
advanced tubercular cases by having a large hospital erected at some central
point. If this can not be done, a building in each village should be rented
where possible and all advanced cases could be placed under the supervision
of bureau teacher or nurse and they to receive instructions from local physician.
There should be proper ventilation of cabins. Each family should have its
own cabin in order to do away with overcrowding.

REPORT OF DR. H. N. T. NICHOLS, KOTZEBUE.

During the year I have traveled a total of about 1,575 miles; 415 miles were
in gasoline boats, 775 miles were by dog team, and 385 miles by reindeer. This
amount of travel has enabled me to visit or pass through the Kotzebue Friends’
mission reindeer camp four times, the Oksek mission five times, Noorvik Reser-
vation once, Kiana three times, Shungnak once, Selawik once, the Kotzebue
reindeer camp in the Noatak Hills once, Noatak Village twice, Noatak reindeer
camp once, the Kivalina River reindeer camp once, and Kivalina once. Also,
I went up the Noatak River about 40 miles from Kotzebue once during the
winter to make a single call. I have treated 601 cases. Of these, 231 were
of a major character, while the balance, 370 cases, were of a minor sort that
could have been handled by a nurse or by a teacher experienced in the treat-
ment of the sick and in the dispensing of medicines. Hospital treatment was
received by 14 individuals for a total of 179 days.

The medical record of 419 natives has been entered on filing cards during
the year. The residence of these individuals is geographically distributed as
follows: Kotzebue, 189; Selawik, 56; Shungnak, 26; Kiana, 15; Oksek, 22;
Noatak, 32; Kivalina, 81; and other localities, 48,

© All of the teachers in the employ of the Bureau of Education from Barrow to
Deering, with the single exception of Buckland, have during the year exhausted
their supply of certain medicines and sent to Kotzebue for more. Such requests
have, iIf the main, been filled, and where it depleted my supply more has been
asked for and received through the office in Nome. A small supply of a few of
the simpler remedies has been left with the United States marshal at Kiana
for use among the natives residing in that village. The Oksek mission, on the
Kobuk River, has received a few medicines also.
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During the year I have given talks to the natives 30 times; at Kotzebue 10
times, at Oksek 6 times, at Shungnak 4 times, at Selawik 5 times, at Noatak 8
times, and at Kivalina twice. In these talks an attempt was made to show the
native why he needs to be more cleanly in his habits and how greater cleanli-
ness would lessen sickness among them. Tuberculosis in its three forms, gran-
ular, osseous, and pulmonary, has been discussed at length in several villages.
Emphasis was placed on the prevention of the spread of this disease through a
proper care of the cases in their homes.

The great prevalence of tuberculosis was shown by a recent inspection of the
Kotzebue school children. In this inspection 42 pupils were examined. Of this
number, 11 were tubercular, either active or latent in their lungs. Is it an
exaggeration to say that tuberculosis is epidemic among the natives of the
Kotzebue Sound region?

There is danger that tuberculosis will be prevalent in the new village Noorvik,
on the Kobuk River Eskimo Reservation. If the village is to be for the native
what we all hope it will be, there must be provision made for the segregation
of all actively tubercular individuals. This means the removal of every tuber-
culosis case from the family in which it occurs. A tuberculosis sanitarium
adapted for cases in different stages of the disease and constructed with only
such slight modifications as this northern climate demands to make it practi-
cable would be a blessing to the new village. It would mean the prolonging of
many lives through rendering the tubercular process latent for a time. It would
be the saving of the lives of many incipient cases.

During the year the F'riends’ mission has put in improvements in their hospi-
tal, which now make the building quite usable. All but two of the windows
have been made full size, and the ward has been partitioned into two rooms.
This hospital, which the Government physician uses at his discretion, is a one-
story frame house. A coal shed adjoins the building in the rear, and a storm
entrance protects the door in front. There are four rooms within the bullding,
but no hallway. All rooms have a 9-foot, 4-inch ceiling With this plant as a
hogpital nucleus, much good has been done the natives.

REPORT OF DR. D. 8. NEUMAN, NOME.

The sanitary condition of the Eskimo village on the Nome sandspit has
greatly improved since the storm of 1913, as the majority of the old dwellings
were totally destroyed at that time, and the natives built new residences far-
ther up on the hillside, where the incline allows good drainage. The new
houses are much larger and better ventilated.

For years Nome has been a medical center for the surrounding villages,
within a radius of 200 or 300 miles, and I believe more and more firmly in
the necessity of establishing a hospital for our Eskimos, as the present ar-
rangement leaves much to be desired.

For the past two years Miss Kenly, nurse for this district, did splendid
work in sanitation both in the village and in the school, and was a great help
in the dispensary and hospital.

The general health of the natives for the last year has been very good
which was, in part, due to the steady cold weather, without thaws or spring
rains, which are fertile causes of inflammatory rheumatism and severe at-
tacks of bronchitis amongst them.

No new cases of tuberculosis have developed this year, as the infected
cases were segregated in a comfortable cottage bought for that purpose by
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Mr. Johnson, assistant superintendent, or in the Holy Cross Hospital. It
would be advisable to procure some more cottages, as the cost of maintaining
consumptive patients in this way is less than one-quarter of the hospital
charge.

REPORT OF MISS HARRIET R. KENLY, NOXE.

In going over my monthly reports I find that since July 1, 1914, I have
made 1,871 visits to homes, 1,305 visits to patients, and treated 1,228 patients.
I have also given anssthetics that were necessary when operations were per-
formed by Dr. Neuman, The above is exclusive of my work during the trip
which I made with Supt. Shields in January and February, 1915, when I
visited 10 native settlements, with over 900 natives.

Besides the patients from the near-by settlements, such as Penny River and
Cape Nome, we have treated in our dispensary patients from Shishmaref,
Wales, Teller, Igloo, Sinuk, Solomon, and Safety, and sent medicines to most
of these places from our supply in Nome,

During the summer months Nome is the rendezvous for many of the natives
from the villages in this region. The summer of 1914 was a very busy and in-
teresting one. From July 1 until October 1 we had between six and seven
hundred natives most of the time, and, of course, among them there were
always many who needed my care. Most of my patients were children. Dur-
ing those three months I made about 900 calls. Records were made of all
births of children under 1 year from Wales, King Island, St. Lawrence Island,
and Diomede. I spent a great deal of time with mothers of young babies trying
to teach them the importance of keeping the children and their bottles clean ;
also of taking care of the eyes. I had at least 700 patients, and gave about 500
treatments.

Though we had so many natives, the sanitary conditions were fairly good,
as they lived in tents. We had fine weather, very little rain, and every one
could be out a great deal in the bright sun, which was so good for our tuber-
cular cases.

By the 1st of October we had settled down to about 300 natives, and I began
my class work in the school, teaching anatomy. physiology, and hygiene. I
had three classes with very good attendanee. All of the children, both large
and small, were always interested. Many talks have been given to mothers
and fathers in their homes on the prevention of diseases by attention to clean-
liness and ventilation. With the older school children to interpret, they always
listen attentively, but I do not feel that they always understand, for we have
many cases of eczema among the children because of uncleanliness.

How to care for our tubercular patients continues to be our most serious
problem. Most of our hospital cases suffer from this disease. Certainly our
deaths are nearly all from this cause.

We have succeeded in getting most of the tubercular patients to use sputum
cups; we have hung one of the prevention of tuberculosis cards on the wall in
each cabin, and we do everything possible to encourage ventilation.

Sanitary conditions are better just now than at any time since I came to
Nome. We have had very flne weather during the past spring, and many
families have cleaned up their homes and will keep their windows and doors
open some of the time.
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REPORT OF MRS. LOUISE M. NICHOLS, KOTZEBUE.

During the past winter in our village, as in all villages where trapping and
the sale of skins has been any considerable part of the native income, the
natives have been very poor. Our natives caught very few skins and were not
paid very 1nuch for them. While the winter was a very hard one, I believe it
has not béen without its value to the Eskimos. An analysis of the native char-
acter reveals that lack of thrift and forethought is responsible for many of
the ills which overtake them. The old-time custom of community ownership
and sharing is partly responsible. The younger generation have partly out-
grown that. The development of thrift, combined with a greater parental
responsibility, seems to me one of the greatest needs of our people. If the
lesson of parental responsibility can be taught and replace the outgrown one
of community sharing, the Eskimos of our village will be much better off.
The habit of looking ahead from summer to winter and providing the family
with wood and food, and the subsequent disgrace when the lazy father had
not done his part must supersede the present plan. The hard-working father
now sees his stores diminished and his children hungry before spring because
his sister’s lazy husband brought his family in to demand the kinship share of
the brother-in-law’s toil. Some of the most progressive young men spend the
winter up the rivers, away from school privileges for the children, because
they do not want to remain in Kotzebue sharing flour and sugar and other
*“ white man’s grub” with the other villagers who have been too lazy to try
to get those things for themselves. The old custom is not far enough behind
so that the ones who no longer recognize its force can quite ignore it in a time
of poverty when they have sufficient only for the needs of their own family.
This lack of forethought and thrift is Kotzebue’s greatest bar to progress.

For years the natives have been reminded each summer that wood is best
procured by boat or raft while the rivers are open. Firewood and logs for
the construction of houses can be thus secured with much less difficulty than
by dog sled in winter. In winter they have the excuse that logs for a house
can noi be brought, and the amount of firewood which is brought is much too
small to admit of the establishment of higher standards of cleanliness; water
can then be obtained only by melting ice.’

On St. Lawrence Island, where there is no fuel, the people are not to blame
if they are not very clean; but Kotzebue people might have abundance of
wood if they would go for it. Dr. Nichols has spoken often to the men of the
health value of a good-sized woodpile, and I have urged the women to see
that the men secured it, but our efforts in that direction have not met with
great success.

In our women’s club we have followed the same plan as that of last year.
The topics discussed were about the same; and in some cases we can see that
the lessons have been understood and applied.

The lessons in first aid were this year given as occasion required. I am
positive that such teachings are gradually leading the people away from their
old-time confidence in their own methods of cure, and are establishing a con-
fidence in the Government workers who are trying to do medical work among
them. It is constantly emphasized that this is a fact by our experiences with
the transient natives who spend all or a portion of the summer near Kotzebue,
Our ministrations to them are not accepted in the same spirit at all as they
are by our own natives. TUnless these summer natives swallow the medicine
we are never sure it is used. Some of these nonresident natives have not
sought aid even when very ill, and when they do seek it, they certainly lack
confidence in its value.
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The boys' club work was organized in October, and weekly meetings were
held all winter. We changed secretaries every month in order to give all the
boys an opportunity to serve in that capacity. The formation of a girls’ club
was attempted, but it was not continued. The girls understood so little English
that it seemed better to wait until they were a year older.

After December I had the schoolroom opened and warmed evenlngs for the
children from 7 until 9.

It is a delight for me to spend some time with them in the evening and to
have them in our home. My pleasure in them is doubled by the fact that I am
not associated with them in the daytime. Miss Hawk did excellent work with
them during school time, and it was greater than it would have been if she had
had to have the children in the evenings. I feel very strongly that some of
our teachers lessen their schoolroom efficiency by feeling it a duty to have the
children in the evenings.

The teacher can not, in justice to herself or to her work, remain on duty
with the children both daytime and evenings.

- I have assisted Dr. Nichols in his medical work and have handled that work
alone when he was out of town. Perhaps the preparation of meals for his
patients has been as important a part of the work as any. I know that he
feels that it has been so. The native diet is not such as can be relied upon to
aid convalescence. I regret greatly that the poverty of the past winter has
eliminated from the diet of the natives a few of the valuable articles of “ white
man’s grub” which they had learned to use. We had several cases of illness
in which the chief cause seemed to be the inability of the native children to
adapt themselves exclusively to the native diet, which is so largely proteid. The
lack of sugar, cereals, and milk have worked a hardship on some of the Eskimos.
In illness they recuperate rapidly if they can have a mixed diet.

To my mind one of the great steps forward in the work of hygiene and sani-
tation among the natives has been the supplying of the paper napkins and the
paper toweling for the use of the children in school. Previous to the use of these
two articles many of the children were constantly in a filthy, unsightly, and
unhealthy condition, due to the many colds.

In connection with the bathing the hearty response of the mothers to the
request for clean clothing must be mentioned. At first none of the children
had a change of clothing, but at the last it was unusual for the children not to
bring clean clothes to be donned after the bath.

We have tried very hard to rid the village of vermin, but not successfully.
‘We have less I believe than some of the other villages, according to Dr. Nichols’
report of the places in which he has made an inspection. The nomadic life of
the natives tends to increase this evil. The older people have no pride in the
matter and no prejudice against vermin.

Interchange of thoughts, ideas, and methods seems impossible in a country
where travel is so difficult. Teachers’ rallies, conventions, and national asso-
ciations would not be held so generally if those engaged in the teaching pro-
fession did not find them helpful and of value.

In times past I have frequently expressed myself as feeling that the teachers
in the Alaska school service also need such conferences. The isolation and lack
of intercourse with educated persons have, it seems to me, one of two effects upon
most—not all—of the workers in the Alaska school service: Either one becomes
absolutely discouraged and feels the futility of all efforts, fails to get the proper
perspective upon the work, spends valuable time and energy looking for results
in the immediate present, or else becomes self-satisfied and smug and imbued
with the idea that his or her work is absolutely unimprovable. Would not
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some sort of a conference for which the teachers must prepare and to which
they could bring their problems for discussion be of value to the native work
and workers? Personally I should place the Alaska school service second to
no social work I have ever attempted, if one could have some of the inspiration
and practical aids which we used to find in our weekly and monthly conferences
of social workers. If such a rally of the Government workers of this district
could be held next summer, I should bring to it some of the following problems
which I believe are of interest to us all, and which perhaps together we might
hope to solve as we can not individually: 1. How best can we develop in the
natives an inherent moral sense which will result in a higher sexual purity?
2. By what means can the native best be aroused to a greater care of his prop-
erty and to develop thrift and economy? And so on, through a long list of mat-
ters which perplex me; matters to which I have given some thought and upon
which I should like to have the benefit of the experience and thought of others,
equally interested with me in the welfare of the natives.

SECTION 3.—REPORTS BY TEACHERS.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UNITED STATES PUBLIC SCHOOL AT WALES, ON
BERING STRAIT.

By James H. Magumse, Teacher.

Our enthusiasm for the service has not abated after three years of continu-
ous work with the Eskimos, While we believe the advancement will naturally
come through the efforts of the younger people, nevertheless heredity is de-
cidedly manifest, and in no case can we locate an inferior child from superior
parents. There are among the older people at Wales, as well as elsewhere in
the district, some magnificent types of men and women, who are as sincere and
honorable as people of communities claiming greater degrees of civilization.
Wales people are not as migratory as those of some other settlements, but there
is more or less movement all the time, and while our maximum population
has reached as high as 325 we can by including those attached to our five
reindeer herds lay claim to approximately 420 natives as belonging to Wales.

School atiendance.—In no case was attendance compulsory, the school equip-
ment being taxed to its capacity. No truancy was reported, and there was very
little tardiness; on the contrary, some of the children often presented them-
selves as early as 6 o’clock winter mornings.

School work.—In general school work, such as reading, writing, arithmetic,
spelling, drawing, and composition, Wales children compare favorably with other
native school children. The one main drawback to a more satisfactory advance-
ment is the aversion to the use of the English language. It is a most serious
handicap to small children to hear nothing but their native tongue used at all
times by their parents; many of the parents have had school advantages and
should know how difficult it was in their own case to grasp the elements of
English. We endeavor to have the parents assist their little ones in their homes,
and we believe that such assistance will be of great benefit to teachers as well as
to the native children.

Domestic science.—This branch of school work was under the supervision of
Mrs. Maguire, who had been engaged for two years in the same kind of work
at Kivalina. Instruction was given in sanitation, cooking, baking, housekeep-
ing, sewing, and knitting; 325 loaves of white bread and 197 dozen rolls were

......
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35 artigas, 24 towels, 24 handkerchiefs, 24 pairs of mittens, 12 petticoats, and
12 baby bibs were sewed in class hours. Each new baby was furnished with
two complete outfits of clothing in duplicate. The girls are very apt, and
they have unlimited patience and ambition.

Shop work.—In the school shop much work was accomplished. Benches for
the schoolroom and for the church were constructed, 11 new sleds were made,
and numerous repairs were attended to. A large number of cooking stoves
were constructed; canoes, oomiaks, and a very fine skiff were built. It is
planned to put the shop in such condition that it will be used much more ex-
tensively in future.

Health.—The general health conditions have caused a very great amount of
work. While there have been no contagious diseases, we have had a vast
amount of blood infection, snow blindness, frostbites, colds, sore throats,
rheumatism, eye affections, and three cases of syphilis. The latter responded
well to the prescribed treatment. There are two cases of tuberculosis of long
standing. There were 4 deaths and 12 births. The causes of death were:
1 adult, accidental gunshot wound; 1 child, 12 months old, constitutional weak-
ness; 2 children, 15 and 18 months, pneumonia. Medical attendance was given
2,389 times, and 1,773 visits were made to homes.

Agriculture.—Nothing in the nature of agriculture has been attempted, but
indications point to favorable conditions. The natural vegetation is. typically
Alaskan, sturdy, and of great variety, and we have seen some very fine turnips
which have grown here.

Town council.—Seven representative natives were elected by the people to
constitute the first town council of Wales. While there was more or less
timidity on the part of the candidates and some indifference on the part of the
electorate, we believe a council has proved to be an essential element for the
welfare of these people. The deliberations of the council have been earnest
and their adjustments fair; they take pride in regulating irregularities, and
if the enforcement of the 10 o’clock curfew ordinance hdad been their only act,
that alone would have justified their existence. But this council has regu-
lated native dancing to reasonable proportions, effected a most thorough spring
clean-up, protected the domestic water supply, ordered the chaining and proper
feeding of dogs, and passed a labor ordinance whereby all male adults must
contribute two days’ work annually to village improvement or pay $2, or its
value, to the village treasury.

Reindeer.—Five herds of reindeer center at this place, and here we have
some of the largest holders of deer in Alaska. Meetings of owners and herders
are frequently held, when ways and means of improvement of stock, herding,
and marketing are discussed. A very large delegation was prepared to attend
the annual reindeer fair at Igloo, but severe weather conditions made traveling
impossible, a fact universally regretted.

Native support.—Seal and walrus hunting constitutes the principal means of
support of the people of this village. Approximately 8,000 seals were taken
during the year; 112 walrus and 2 small polar bears, 28 white foxes, 18 red
foxes, and 10 mink were reported. Fishing is an all-year industry. Tomcod
and flounders are taken through the ice in winter, and salmon, greyling, Lkierring,
trout, and smelt are seined during the summer, when the condition of the surf

permits. Eider ducks and other waterfowl are taken in spring and fall, but -

ptarmigan have been very scarce during the year. There is considerable ivory
carving, and some Wales natives are exceptional and original workers. Tte
revenue derived from ivory carving is a considerable item of native suppr:...
The town council is taking the first steps toward the establishing of a coopera-
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tive store by gathering all walrus skins at a central depot, with a view to
selling in bulk rather than by individual trading; each native places one skin
in the first lot to be sold, another in the second, and so on. This is the council-
men’s own idea of fairness, and it i hoped that the tendency of the aggressive
native to corral the market will be regulated.

Mission work.—In the absence of a regular missionary, the mission work
has devolved upon the teachers. Two Sunday services and a Wednesday even-
ing service have been conducted, and have been well attended throughout the
winter; in fact, the seatipg capacity of the church has frequently been inade-
quate. A church committee of seven was elected to care for the cleanliness and
warmth of the building, and they have done their work very well, indeed. A
very strong and well-balanced choir of 40 voices leads the musieal part of
the services ; two interpreters are used each Sunday, and others are in training.
A young people’s society of 98 members is a branch of the religious work, and
we are confildent these people are sincere in their profession of Christianity.

Destitution.—Although Wales has numerous reindeer men, and the majority
of the natives are prosperous and thrifty, there are also some very poor people;
while there is very little, if any, suffering from actual want, the poor and im-
provident do not hesitate to borrow or beg from those whose good management
and thrift have enabled them to make provision for their own families.

In a few extreme cases among the very old, aid in the form of food and cloth-
ing is absolutely necessary to prevent suffering. It is a most difficult task to
segregate the worthy needy from the lazy and unworthy beggars. If teachers
with experience would classify the absolute needy to the exclusion of the profes-
sional grafter, whose cache is probably rich in skins and ivory, much better
results could be secured and imposition prevented. We have found from per-
sonal experience a disposition on the part of certain teachers to let new teachers
profit by experience as they themselves had to do. Probably such experience is
not so very bad for the new teacher, but it is certainly not the best thing for the
begging type of natives, who consider new teachers to be their legitimate prey.
Fortunately this type of Eskimo is rapidly becoming extinct, but not any too
fast for the welfare of the younger people. .

Advancement.—We take pleasure in reporting a most creditable and excep-
tional improvement in the manner of living, as exemplified in numerous native
homes, prominently noticeable being the homes of Nagozruk, Ootenna, Keok,
Adlooat, Okvayok, Engeedlook, Ibeyanna, and Puzruk. Cleanliness predomi-
nates. Food is prepared and served in appetizing form. Tub baths are taken
weekly, and much of the keen native ingenuity is shown in hidden lockers for
storage, various labor-saving devices, and unique cooking utensils. The pro-
nounced benefits of schools and teaching are probably more evident at this sta-
tion than elsewhere in the district, for the very good reason that right here in
striking contrast to the above flne young men, some of the most backward, in-
different, and superstitious natives are also found.

Notes.—Several parties of Siberian natives have visited Wales, and they all
seem curlously interested in what our Government is doing for the American
Eskimo. They report that materials for Russian schools have been landed at
East Cape and Serdze, but they are a little skeptical about the actual establish-
ment of schools, as they have been promised schools all their lives.

There was only one case of intoxication reported during the fiscal year, that
unfortunate being placed on probation by the district superintendent for the
term of one year. He is apparently endeavoring to make good.

District Supt. Walter C. Shields and Miss Margaret Harrlet Kenly, traveling
nurse, visited Wales in January and were very active in inspecting school work,
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homes, and general conditions in this community. The deer camps were visited
and much good resulted from those visits.

A most instructive and interesting part of Mr. Shields’s visit was the manner
in which he explained the object, incidents, and results of the annual reindeer
fair held at Igloo, working up much enthusiasm among Wales reindeer people
for the next fair, where our people will undoubtedly be well represented.

Weather.—Weather conditions were far from tempting at Cape Prince of
‘Wales. During the entire month of December the wind blew with much force
from the south, bringing a great deal of rain, Atbel; January 1, the wind blew
from the north for 110 days, with an unusual amount of snow. The shore ice
moved out June 5, and the first boat of the 1915 season appeared June 21, but
could not make a landing on account of great quantities of drift ice. On Sun-
day, June 27, the same boat returned and the first mail of the summer season
was received at this post office. Weather conditions at Wales do not compare
favorably with conditions along the Arctic coast or anywhere else to our knowl-
edge. Throughout the winter there was continuous open water in the Bering
Strait; therefore, no communication was had between this station and the
Diomede Islands or the Siberian coast.

Amwu. REPORT OF THE UNITED STATES PUBLIC SCHOOL AT DEERING,
ON KOTZEBUE SOUND, ARCTIC OCEAN.

By CHARLES REPLOGLE, Teacher.

The committee appointed by the village to investigate and decide upon a
suitable location for our new village attended to its work very promptly; the
entire committee left Deering early in July of 1914 and examined sites on both
the Noatak and the Kobuk Rivers as far as 100 miles from the ocean. They
finally selected a site on each river, with a preference for the Noatak, but left
the decision to Mr. Shields, our district superintendent, who decided in favor
of the Kobuk site, as the Noatak River was already provided with a school.
Request was then sent to Washington for a reservation for the natives of a
tract 15 miles square, which was granted. A village was laid out within
the reservation, about 60 miles inland, in the midst of a beautiful belt of timber.
At a vote taken in Deering this place was named Noorvik, which means
“ transplanted.”

On returning from a visit to the site of the new village we began the delayed
work on the Deering cold-storage plant, which has been completed at a cost of
$500. The entire construction was done with native labor. This fully occupied
the month of September, and we did not attempt to begin the school -sessions
until that was accomplished.

The children made more rapid progress in their studies than last year, as we
understood them better and used methods more adapted to their understanding.
We taught English, sanitation, hygiene, mathematics, history, and writing.
Their minds can only take a limited amount of teaching at a time; they must
have frequent rest.

On Christmas eve the native children had a beautiful Christmas tree and
rendered an attractive program. All the white people in the village were
present. The children showed much improvement over last year, both in ability
and rendition. The class of gifts on the tree also had a characteristic re-
vision. No store goods were bought, but the presents were things which 1t took
time and labor to produce—useful things of every sort. Many presents came

\
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from the white people to the natives in token of the friendliness between them.
The tree was furnished by Henry Coffin, a white miner, and then it was used
by the white people for their entertainment, which followed on Christmas night.
The natives were all present at the white people’s program, which consisted of a
drama, “ The Christmas Box,” prepared by the white people themselves. Five of
the native children assisted in the Christmas night program. Many of the
miners from upriver points came into town to attend the programs, but the
native program was better attended by white men than the other.

Carpentry.—Not having room for shopwork at the school, Mr. D. W. Went-
worth, an experienced carpenter, gave us room in his building for our carpen-
ter's bench and blacksmith work. The space donated was 14 by 26 in the
carpentry room and 16 by 16 for the blacksmith room. The natives bought some
needed roofing paper from their village funds. They also bought lumber and
made the needed workbenches and working outfits. This space was often taxed
to its limit, as so many wished to work at the same time. The boys made 47
sleds for their own use and 8 for sale, all of which were bought by white men
at $35 and $40 each. Mr. Wentworth gave constant instruction to the boys at
work there, and we feel greatly indebted to him for his cooperation. In addi-
tion to the sleds a folding bed was built, also five cupboards; numerous small
articles and repairs were made of which no record was kept.

Blacksmith work.—The small forge, hammer, and tongs sent have been of
great use; 12 knives and 54 sled break irons were forged this year. The press
drill has made 1,286 holes in sled irons and other drilling. It has been the most
used tool of any.

Cooking.—It has been a problem to find the most practical method of teach-
ing cooking. Our experience has shown that girls who learn to cook in the
school have very little initiative in their home life, and soon drop into the regu-
lar Eskimo habits after leaving school. So we have taken the married women
and given them the instruction, and have required them to practice it at home;
the result is that the mothers now teach the girls, and boys as well, until a real
demand is now coming from the men of the village to whom we have given les-
sons in bread making and pastry baking.

Sewing.—Twelve girls have been under instruction and have produced 20
dresses, 10 aprons, 6 underskirts with waists, 8 jackets for babies, and many
pairs of mittens knit outside of school hours. Other outside work done under
instruction have been 4 reindeer harness, 7 boys' khaki suits, 2 quilts pieced
and finished, and 9 needle books.

This year the girls have made many baskets and trays from the native grasses,
for the first time departing from the Eskimo patterns and choosing more mod-
ern designs obtained from magazines. ’

Many patterns have been cut and fur coats made, instead of the old-fash-
ioned parka. Much work and many lessons were given outside of school hours.

Laundry.—The laundry work of the village was a vexing problem. The
same old story—no wood ; and in winter water sufficient only for drinking pur-
poses. Even soap is at a premium. Some ironing was done. A few families
own an iron in common, which is passed around among them. Some well-made
shirts are appearing, and a necktie is occasionally worn, so that ironing is needed.
We need a public laundry and need it badly. The school has furnished fuel and
soap to 14 families for laundry purposes during the year.

Gardening.—The schoolhouse garden last year produced excellent lettuce, saved
from the cold winds, the mice, and the birds; some heads measured 10 inches
across, weighed 2 pounds, and were sweet to the last leaf. Onions and kale did
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well, but turnips, potatoes, and cabbage did very poorly, as the temperature is
too low, so near the Arctic Ocean.

Mining.—Much mining is being done in this vicinity, and 14 Eskimo men from
this village have been engaged in it for wages; 6 others have done freighting for
white miners. So far no native of this village is directly interested in any
mining proposition.

Personal cleanliness.—Marked improvement is everywhere manifest this year.
Our commissioner of sanitation reports that bathing is much more indulged
in than ever before. The washing of -underclothes has become a practice with
almost all of the people who wear underclothes. Their houses are much cleaner
than before. Inspection by the health officer has stirred up many a woman
who was careless in her housekeeping. All houses were fumigated twice this
year and ventilators were installed where needed. The health officer has also
‘attended to the matter of the insanitary dog, and that nuisance is minimized.
All garbage is hauled far out on the ice, and the spring breaking up of the ice
disposes of it without our further work.

General sanitation.—Teaching on this subject has been given daily in the
school. Many of the people in the village have attended that class only, and
much more care is exercised than ever before in the selection of foods and of
their drinking water. No decayed salmon was used for food this year.

Meang of support.—The reindeer is the natives’ stand-by. Yet the future of
this greatest of blessings continues to be a problem; ways and means must
be provided by which the native of this region can market his surplus deer and
secure such supplies as his new life demands. Local demand for reindeer
meat I8 not great enough to be of much benefit, and the problem of satisfactorily
curing the meat is not solved. Our cold-storage cellar has solved some difficul-
ties; meat kept in an open house through the winter and placed in the cold-
storage cellar while yet frozen hard will keep through the summer. We
corned some meat and will see how long it will keep. The storage plan has

_helped to do away with the trouble of one native supplying the entire market,
to the exclusion of other men in his own herd. Fish is an important item in
their support. With a large number of dogs to be fed, the fish supply is a very
important factor. Seal are plentiful at certain seasons, particularly in the
early spring and in the fall; but the people travel 60 to 80 miles for them. The
seal furnishes the fat they require and the skins are used in making footwear.

Freighting.—This year seven men have received $384 for freighting and carry-
ing passengers; the amount received about paid for the food required by the
dog teams used for the purpose during the winter months. The average cost
of feeding one dog for one year is $21. The sled deer is coming more into use,
and as soon as we can introduce a light-wheeled vehicle that can be drawn by
reindeer in the summer time the dog will slowly be supplanted.

Hunting.—This year there has been an abundance of rabbits. Wild fowl
have been scarce, with a poor -market for them, the Emperor goose selling at
50 cents and the sand-hill crane at from 75 cents to $1. Less than 75 fox skins
were taken this season by the entire village; the average price realized has
been $4 for white and $3.50 for red fox skins. Dried fish sells at 4 and 5 cents
per pound. With fox skins so scarce and sugar selling at 12 cents and other
things on the same scale, the Eskimos have had to practice economy. However,
there was less suffering than during the preceding year.

Medical department—This has been a most important department of our
work. There have been four deaths. The general health of the village is re-
celving much more attention from the people themselves than before and
more attention is paid to the care of the children. Bad water this spring
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caused much bowel trouble. I find that liquid medicines produce the desired
results in most cases more readily than the tablets and with smaller doses.

Low enforcement.—The commission form of government as adopted by the
village has met with deserved success and it 18 very enthusiastically sustained.
There have been but two cases of lawbreaking, and these were remanded to the
village judge, his decision was accepted, and the offenders gracefully submitted
to their fines. Considerable drunkenness has occurred among the white men
and the native women who have married white men. The commissioners have
had complete control of all the affairs in the village and their work is com-
mendable. They give their services without compensation. Moral conditions
are good and more modesty is noticeable.

The reindeer fair at Igloo.—It was not until the fair that the people began
to comprehend the greatness of the possibilities of the reindeer business. Un-
til then enough reindeer to feed and clothe a man and his family was the Hmit
of his hopes; beyond that he could not JSee, but now he begins to see the future
value of the herd.

The most noticeable thing about the fair was the fraternal spirit. It was
in the air even when the thermometer registered 46° below zero; it was in the
faces and the voices of everyone. Men who, when at home, had felt a slight
superiority came up against men from other places who were quite their
equals. Cordiality was abundant and the general tone of fairness was plainly
visible. There were more new ldeas afloat than were to be expected among a
people hampered by hundreds of years of life in the old-time ruts. The men
came to get something and were not disappointed. Our men carried home
valuable information on proper methods of slaughtering. No more deer are
slaughtered in the old way. We have adopted the method shown at the fair.
Ideas of harness, of types of sleds, proper care of deer, and relative number
of males and females, ideas of the strength and endurance of certain types of
sled deer—all called out the keenest investigation and are new lines of experi-
ment for the men. '

But the greatest result was the federation of the whole reindeer business so
as to conserve the reindeer for the greatest good to the most people. The fair
has been talked over very often, and we are sending a delegate to visit all the
reindeer men north of us, inviting them to meet us in Noorvik in March, 1918,
to further the interests of the business. Our men have discovered that they
are not the most efficient men in the business, nor even the equals of others in
some parts of the work ; nevertheless they were able to carry home some of the
many prizes from the Igloo Fair and they are justly proud of them.

Suggestions.—A. tannery in which the skins taken from the beef deer could
be made into leather and manufactured into articles of commerce would be a
valuable addition to the enterprise. Skins taken at slaughtering time are use-
less except for heavy sleeping bags, and for them the market is very limited
indeed. The hair is then too long for any other use, but if tanned the skins
could be made into mittens, gloves, gnd coats.

Steps should be taken to establish a Government agricultural experiment
station at Noorvik, as the location is central and is adapted for the purpose.

The Government should put a public laundry and a number of baths in the
Noorvik school building and let the village meet the cost of maintenance; this
would be of untold educational value.

There should be a special course of studies given in this school that would
prepare the ambitious native boy or girl for teaching in the Alaska schools.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UNITED STATES PUBLIC SCHOOL AT SHUNGNAK,
ON THE KOBUK RIVER, WITHIN THE ARCTIC CIRCLE.

By FrEp M. SicxLER, Teacher.

During the month of July, 1914, I was at Shungnak, engaged in gardening,
giving the natives advice on all their affairs, preparing the annual reindeer
reports, visiting the reindeer camp, dispensing medicine, and conducting various
weekly meetings for the benefit of the natives. On July 24 I left for Kotzebue
to confer with Supt. Shields, to attend to the disembarking and forwarding of
the Shungnak goods, and incidentally to find a dentist, as I suffered from time
to time from severe toothache, I arrived in Kotzebue within a week, and was
welcomed by a number of our natives, who were engaged in trading, and also
by the Point Hope and Kivalina natives who were glad to see their former
teacher. Mr. Shields arrived early in Apgust, and the freight was discharged
about the same time, but it was several weeks before a suitable boat was ready
to leave for Shungnak.

The month of September was spent in rendering the residence habitable. The
repairs consisted of calking the building with moss, gunny sacks, and clay, of
relaying the floor, of papering the walls, and of repairs to the windows, doors,
chimneys, stairs, and storm sheds. The building was not completed for the lack
of building materials, but proved quite comfortable during the winter.

The repairs to the cabin were watched by the natives, and now nearly all the
houses are plastered with clay from the clay beds that I discovered. The native
cabins were so cold in winter that it was customary for several families to move
into one cabin in order to use less fuel. Some cabins had been plastered with
lake mud, and others with mixtures of ashes, salt, and silt,.but these plasters
soon fell off. I asked concerning clay deposits, but the natives knew of none
less than 30 miles distant. I began to look for a deposit nearer the school, and
was fortunate in finding clay beds, covering several acres, about 1 mile from the
village. I have tested this clay and found it well suited for the manufacture
of bricks. White men have hauled this clay several miles to their homes, and
say that their cabins have been rendered much warmer this winter. The United
States commissioner took a quantity of this clay to Kiana to plaster his house,
and the Midnight Sun Packing Co. shipped a quantity to Kotzebue to line the
oil furnaces of the cannery. That so many people have benefited by my dis-
covery causes me no little satisfaction. !

School work.—At the opening of school, I found a large number of pupils to
be young men who would soon be called upon to assist in trapping, and of young
girls who would be shortly called upon to gather wood, and to help In hauling
fish, looking after snares, and the other duties that fall on the older girls when
the trapping season opens and the village is practically deserted by the men
and youths. Then the women must do all the housework, mind the young chil-
dren and babies, do the chores, and provide the home with wood and small game.
I devoted the most of my attention the first two months to these older pupils.
After the older pupils left, I was able to devote nearly the whole of my time
to the young children, of whom there were a number who could not read or
write. The older children came from time to time, when they were not occupled,
but they were treated more as visitors than regular pupils. The young people
were seldom absent from singing lessons as they greatly enjoyed music. I
confined the studies in the fall to the most practical kinds, and reserved the
more attractive work for the spring, when the children become tired of work
that requires considerable concentration of attention. The youngest children
were taught largely by monitors, a system that they enjoy and which proves as
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instructive to the monitors as to the pupils. The large chiidren were taught
reading and interpreting the lesson into Eskimo, very simple and practical
arithmetic, writing diaries, penmanship, and drawing. An hour and a half were
devoted to industrial work, which consisted in sewing and making of baskets
and fish nets. After the close of school the children were encouraged to make
gardens, and were given informal instructions in the planting and caring for
food plants. The work in sewing consisted of a progressive series of lessons as
outlined in Kirkman's Sewing Practice, after which each child was allowed to
make a garment for himself, and one or more for the younger children.
Agriculture.—Little attempt was made to teach agriculture as class work
in the schoolroom. I have enlarged the school garden from year to year until
it now covers nearly all the school premises. I plant a large variety of vege-
tables and am constantly experimenting with new seeds which I obtain from
the Department of Agriculture and at my own expense from seed houses. I
endeavor to grow enough turnip seed and seed potatoes to supply the natives.
This year I received requests for seeds from Kiana, Oxik, and Kotzebue, places
over 100 miles distant. While I have made a number of shipments to these
places, I have not been able to fill all the orders, but hope to be able to grow
seed for all who may ask for it next season. I read carefully the Alaska
Experimental Station bulletins and am a subscriber to the Farmers Bulletins
and other papers on gardening that are sold by the Superintendent of Docu-
ments, Washington, D. C. This spring I made a south room serve for a hot-
house in the following manner: I made a rack 5 by 9 feet in front of a double
window. I bored holes in a number of shallow boxes, fllled them with earth,
and placed them upon the frame. I began planting the 12th of April. By the
12th of May my boxes were overcrowded with young plants; so I made a
cold frame on the roof of a south storm shed and transferred my surplus
plants to the frame. In this manner I was able to supply myself and some
of the natives with fine cabbage and other plants. The cabbages at the present
writing are forming fine heads and still have two months to grow in. I have
- hopes of persuading the natives to build a hothouse to be used in starting all
their plants. I started my potatoes indoors this year and the plants bloomed
earlier than ever before. As the amount of land in the village is limited and
hard to clear, I have several experimental gardens about 1 mile from the school
in order to show the natives that there is abundant room for gardens outside
the village. This year I have conducted a number of experiments with high-
grade commercial fertilizers in order to determine if these may be used profit-
ably in this region. That the natives can supply themselves with vegetables
without a great deal of labor is apparent from the yield of the school garden
last fall: 1,000 pounds of turnips, rutabagas, kohlrabies, beets, and carrots,
400 pounds of potatoes, besides cabbage, radishes, lettuce, kale, and other
plants. The potatoes and turnips were kept in an ordinary cellar and required
only the heat from a small lamp to keep them from freezing. All roots keep
without much trouble from sorting and 95 per cent are in good condition at
the time of planting the next spring. The natives are apt to regard a small
school garden as child’s play or as the means of obtaining an occasional relish
or as an attempt to force civilization upon them, but they need no argument
when they see the teacher working a garden for himself and in this way sup-
plying himself with a regular article of food. Nor can the natives be expected
to weed. and care for his garden if he perceives that the teacher is content to
praise gardening and the value of plants as foodstuffs and yet takes no further
interest in the matter beyond planting a model plat which is soon grown up in
weeds while the teacher is spending his time elsewhere in other occupations.
‘We have a number of natives who have large, well-kept gardens and raise all
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the turnips and potatoes they need. The example of these progressive natives
is sure to be followed by the others who have small gardens, but are learning
the value of them. :

Cleanliness.—In order to encourage cleanliness, we daily appointed pupils to
act as inspectors, and these examined the ears, necks, hands, arms, and faces
of all the school children. We also asked for a report once a week from each
pupll concerning his weekly bath. By these means we were able to keep the
children fairly clean, but it was a much harder task to secure the wearing of
clean and neat clothes, as these depend on the parents’ prosperity and mode of
living, while to keep the children free from the ever-present louse is the most
difficult problem of all. The use of so many articles of skin clothing, the rais-
ing of puppies in the house, and the indifference of the older natives make the
house independent of our efforts. All the native families, with one exception,
live in cabins which are larger than those found in neighboring villages. They
are well supplied with stoves, heaters, beds, trunks, and sewing machines, and
some have tables and chairs. The standards of housekeeping range from very
clean to very dirty. Those natives who remain in the village all summer rake
up their yards and burn the trash, but they refuse to clean up the premises of
those who spend their summers elsewhere.

Industry—In an industrial way the natives have shown great improvement
in the building of sleds and boats. At present the building of a seagoing
schooner is contemplated. One large cabin was built this winter and another
one is under construction. Three native companies are successfully operating
placer mines. Native trading is confined to the bartering of cross fox and rein-
deer skins for seal oil and like native wares. The natives who formerly
held regular trading posts are helplessly in debt. They are unable to do any
considerable amount of business without supervision. Pride, -hospitality,
extravagance, and the inability to understand market fluctuations, interest, and
contracts place them at the mercy of their white competitors, In their collec-
tion of debts the natives are far less successful than white traders, and this
disadvantage is in itself a serious one. However, I am in favor of native
cooperative stores, under the supervision of officers of the Bureau of Education.

Game and fur—The low price of fur on account of the European war and
the loss of wages due to the abandonment of local placer mines have greatly
disheartened the natives. The fall catch of whitefish, due to high water and a
late freeze-up, was very light. Before fish traps and long seines were used at
Kotzebue the natives often had on hand dried salmon that was three years old.
For the past two years there has not been a year’s supply on hand at any
time. The ptarmigan and grouse, which have been very plentiful for a number
of years, migrated to other regions and only returned in small numbers. Rab-
bits were plentiful at a distance of about 30 miles from the school, but in the
neighborhood of the village they were extremely scarce. The natives killed a
number of black bear, sheep, and caribou, and were fairly well supplied with
meat and skins for clothing. A large number of young men and several families
did not attempt to trap, but left for the Koyukuk to work for the white miners
and to sell native wares,

Health—During this year, quite a few deaths have occurred among the
children, due in part to the sudden change from a diet largely of imported
(white man’s) food to a pure native diet of tainted meat, fish, and berries,
and in part to the infections brought by other children from the lower Yukon.
The sick children complain of those symptoms which indicate rickets, infantile
paralysis, anemia, and incipient tuberculosis. I am confident that the greater
part of the cases, if not all, could have resulted in recoveries to health had
the children been supplied with proper nursing and food.
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Honesty.—As 8 whole these people are quite honest, but occasionally I have
thefts reported to me. Various people have missed articles from their caches,
and there have been articles taken from the barter goods of the school by
persons who have been permitted to enter the store loft to examine the goods
or to leave some of their personal effects or on similar pretense. There are
a number of young boys in the village who are crazy for tobacco, and the
natives seem to agree that these boys will steal to get articles that can be
traded for tobacco. I have never had stolen any of my personal belongings,
but I have found children stealing from the sewing supplies. I punished the
culprits “so severely that I believe this practice has been discontinued. Since
that time a number of articles have returned in a mysterious manner. The
natives are becoming less prompt in the payment of debts, and verbal agree-
ments are not kept as well as in the past. However, these natives will still
compare favorably with any that I have met.

Reindeer.—The reindeer industry was very successful in the marketing of
42 reindeer at a single sale, besides a number of smaller transactions. The
butchering of an occasional deer in case of the owner’s illness has been greatly
appreciated on several occasions. However, there have been drawbacks. The
herd was raided by wolves once in the fall and once in the spring. The wolves
killed principally female deer, and slaughtered these as much out of pure
lust for killing as for any other motive. I visited the camp on the occasion of
one of these ralds, and standing on a hill I counted the carcasses of a dozen
deer which had been killed at regular intervals as if shot down by a rifle.

There is a great demand for meat in the Koyukuk, several dozen heads of
cattle and large shipments of salt, canned and smoked meat being shipped in
each year. While the sale of game is expressly forbidden by law, a large
number of sheep, moose, and caribou are killed by pothunters and sold in the
open market without regard to the open and closed season. It is very probable
that the authorities would take steps to suppress this illegal traffic if assured
that the reindeer service could supply them with a regular supply of fresh,
healthy meat. It is equally true that less beef would be shipped in if the dealers
knew that they would have to compete with reindeer each year.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UNITED STATES PUBLIC SCHOOL AT SINUK, NEAR
NOME.

By Miss Grace A. Hy, Teacher.

Attendance.—I had no trouble in securing regularity of attendance. All the
children who were in the village came all the time unless they were ill. I more
often had to send a sick child home than to rebuke a well one for staying away.

Reading and spelling.—I was pleased with the progress made in these sub-
Jects. At the beginning of the year I graded the pupils by the course of study
for southeastern Alaska. They had not become “grade conscious” and were
willing to be moved about at my discretion. Before the year was out I found
this grading a great help, and quite an incentive to better work. I tried to
make their blackboard lessons treat of the things they were at the time most
Interested in, and found the method very good. Their vocabulary grew rapidly.

Spelling also had an important place in our school day. At the beginning of
the year we put a checkered spelling honor roll on the board, with the children‘s
names. Each day stars were fllled in for perfect work. We made the stars In
the rainbow colors, five stars of each color, so that we completed the rainbow
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about every six weeks, whereupon we cleaned it off and started again. There
was great rivalry to see who would finish the rainbow first. The novelty of
this did not wear off all through the year. This honor-roll system also proved
to be an incentive to attendance. On very stormy days little children some-
times told me they came because they wanted a star.

Arithmetic—It was a long time before I felt much satisfaction in our
progress in arithmetic.” During the last three or four months, however, arith-
metic became as good a game as football. This was partly due to a multiplica-
tion drill we stumbled upon. One day I sent a child to the board to be quizzed
by the rest of the class in two times “ mixed up.” This was entered into with
great enthusiasm. The other classes watching the process asked for it when
their arithmetie recitations came. After that every day each class for a while
“played ” this “game.” They made rulings themselves. When a new table
was Introduced they asked it “straight” the first day, and after that * mixed
up.” One child kept tally at the board. A wrong answer, or having to be told,
was marked as a mistake. When the whole class got 100 the same day a new
table was taken. The tables were quickly mastered and then reviewed many
times., After this we took * one-half of,” * one-third of,” etc., and * divided by.”
At first interest flagged a little on these, but when they became accustomed to
thinking of the tables in this way the variety was welcomed. Children who had
taken little interest in arithmetic before, and seemed really stupid in the sub-
Ject, responded amazingly. We also used the “ primary arithmetic test” games
and had frequent mental arithmetic drill. With these methods no part of the
day’s work brought more hearty enjoyment than the arithmetic.

Nature study.—Children naturally love everything pertaining to nature and
the outdoors, and I think this love can be turned to great advantage in the
school work. It was surprisingly hard to do this at first. This was largely
because they did not know the English names for familiar objects, such as
birds, insects, and flowers. During the winter we took much pleasure, as well
as profit, in this study. I had spent much time the previous summer studying
the flowers and fauna of the tundra, and I made the best use possible of this.
In many instances the children were able to add to my information.

Before spring we became much interested in the birds. I was pleased to find
that the Government is sending us such useful and attractive bird books. They
drop into our school at the psychological moment. The next thing I wish the
Government would do along this line is to get out some pamphlets for organizing
among the Eskimo schools a society for the prevention of cruelty both to birds
and dogs. I think it would be popular with the children and would do much
toward preventing unnecessary slaughter of the birds.

Gardening.—I think we may really be sald to have done a little in garden-
ing. As this is a bleak, sandy spot, no teacher has ever considered it worth
while to introduce the subject. I am not altogether without faith. I think
if the sand and tundra soil could be mixed, garden beds might be made that
would grow enough turnips and potatoes for the village. We did not try
anything along that line this year, however. We confined ourselves to window
boxes. In these we planted radish, lettuce, beans, nasturtiums, pansies, and
some wild-flower seeds we had gathered in the fall. We watched the growth
of the bean each day, and told its story in drawings.

Language.—At first the language work was so slow that I aimost despaired
of results. Written work was a great toil, but we let no day go by with-
out its language periods, and in time it came to be quite a pleasure. Memory
work was always inspiring, and we memorized quite extensively. The school
learned to say in concert, among other selections, 64 lines from Hiawatha's




REPORTS BY TEACHERS. 59

Childhood. When I first tried to introduce story-telling, however, it was a
flat failure. Feeling that much was to be gained from story-telling, I ap-
proached it from another angle. I showed much interest in their games
and adventures, and the interesting happenings of the village and reindeer
camp. We came to spend the*first five minutes or 8o of school “ just talking,”
and Soon they were telling me stories. When I saw the enthusiasm with
which the children turned to their other work after this I often thought of
these little chats as connecting links which carried thelr outside world over
into the schoolroom. The year was well advanced before I again asked for
stories. This time at the word * stories ” there was a stir of attention. * What
kind of stories?”’ I was asked; “ Eskimo stories?’ 8o we came to have quite
a story-telling craze. When the supply of Eskimo stories ran out the readers
and * village library ” were ransacked for new ones.

Geography -and history.—Our story-telling led to all sorts of beautiful possi-
bilities. It worked wonders in higtory. We did not have recitations on Wash-
ington, Lincoln, and Columbus, but told stories about them. Toward the last
of the year a very nice plan developed from this. Stories of the early life
of Sinuk sprang up, so we began making a local history which we were
illustrating with imaginary sketches. We did not have time to complete it,
however. A geography was to follow the history.

In geography we found a sand table indispensable. With its aid the chil-
dren quickly became familiar with all the common land and water forms.

Temperance and hygiene~—We taught these subjects regularly. I believe the
children here are exceptionally clean. Except for sending one home now and
then for a good scrubbing, we had very little trouble along that line. We
talked much about fresh air, until the children seemed to feel that it was of
vital importance, often asking during school hours for better ventilation; at
recess they took great pleasure in opening the doors and windows wide for
a good airing. I noticed, however, that they were not so enthusiastic in
their homes, and I attribute this to the stubborn habits of the old people. The
third and fourth grade children were much interested in the study of the
human body.

Manual training.—We did nothing very pretentious in manual training.
The periods in the earlier part of the year were spent for the most part in
making much-needed repairs. Afterwards we made neat shelves for the
village library, a sand table, window boxes, and other little conveniences for
the schoolroom. For themselves the boys made boats and sleds. I find the
Eskimo boys take very aptly to carpenter work. The sloyd room was also in
constant demand by the older men. Every family had a new dog sled. One
man made three, two of which he sold in Nome. Two new native houses
went up this year, one of which is a two-story building. Some of the young
men are very mechanically inclined. It will be a splendid thing for them
when there 18 an industrial school in this part of Alaska.

Sewing.—All the girls in school learned the simpler stitches. The little ones
hemmed towels and made handkerchiefs and holders. The larger girls learned
to hemstitch and did some really beautiful work. They also made white
caps, sleeve protectors, and aprons for the cooking class. All the older girls
learned the use of the sewing machine. The sewing machine was very popular
with the women also. Many parkas and dresses were made on it. I find the
women as apt in dressmaking as the men are in carpenter work

Cooking.—The first feature in our cooking class was the making of attractive
and durable books for notes. An artistic conventional design of our own leaves
and edible berries was worked out for the cover and colored in water colors.
The girls took great pride in these books and, as it was a new feature, much
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delight in all the cooking work. This made it possible to conduct the class
happily after school hours and on Saturdays. Our time was so full that I
did not feel justified in dismissing the rest of the school for the cooking class.
We studied cleanliness in cooking, measurements, and how and what to buy.
Then we considered the value of the various native foods. For the most part
the course was a development of my experience in doctoring in the village. I
found that, while they are well and exercising out of doors, the hearty Eskimo
food is very good ; but when they are sick-—at least, as they prepare it—it will
not do. They feel this themselves, and then turn to white man’s food in the
shape of strong tea and coffee, and seem to feel it affords them nourishment.
‘We devoted two of our booking periods to beverages. We made tea and coffee
and also cocoa and postum, considering the comparative costs and the reasons
why the two latter are safer drinks, especially for children and invalids. We
then cooked breakfast cereals, rice, and beans, also dried apples and prunes.
We made inexpensive candy in an endeavor to break the cheap-candy habit.
The class also learned to make good biscuit. Really only a beginning in
cooking was made this year. For the last month we planned to fry doughnuts
in fresh seal oil and to make bread, but that, like many other of our plans for
May, had to be given up because of the drop in attendance.

The school republic—We organized for the first time the school republic in
this school. There was so much fo learn and so much to be taught that we had
to develop it slowly. The children enjoyed it, and it was no little help to me;
not that it lightened my labors; it did what was better, though, it made some
of my almost despaired of reformations seem possible. I had talked care of
property, especlally of the books, until the subject seemed worn out, and
yet fresh pencil marks would appear now and then, and, as some of the books
were old and already pretty well marked, it was impossible to tell the new
from the old. There is nothing malicious in this little destructiveness, but
valuable perishable property is new to the race, and it is very difficult to work
up a fine feeling for its preservation. The making of the laws of the republic
were left to the counci], and, to my pleasure, the first one made was for the
protection of the books. This they began to enforce with great vigilance;
whereupon we went over the books, or at least nearly 300 of them, laboriously
sometimes, cleaning them page by page and mending where it was necessary.
I heartily approve of the school republic, and think there is no quicker or
more efficient way of fitting the Eskimos for citizenship.

Housekeeping.—The houses are not dirty. Clean floors and a certain amount
of order usually prevail. Most of the houses are reasonably well ventilated

. and sanitary. In my visiting I frequently made suggestions regarding ventila-
tion or cleanliness, which were, I think, all carried out. On the whole I felt
that quite perceptible progress was made in housekeeping. Some of the younger
women have expressed the regret that they can not keep their homes differently.
The prejudices of the old people are still more or less of a stumblingblock.

Medical work.—For the first few months, before the steady cold weather set
in, there was much sickness. After that there was very little. The people of
the small neighboring villages get their medicine from here, and so do the rein-
deer boys. I find the people are very quick to come and tell of their symptoms
and to want medicine, but they are not so conscientious about taking it. If I
felt it of grave importance that a medicine be taken, I went to the house three
times a day or oftener and gave it myself.

Means of support—These natives handle very little money. They live largely
upon fish, seal, and game. They also pick berries, which keep very well in seal-
skin bags. They trade curios, mats, baskets, dolls, and other articles, including
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a little ivory work, in Nome for food and other materials. The reindeer herd is,
of course, a source of income for those who have deer. Occasionally a dog-team
or ocomiak trip is made, or a sled is bullt, or other work done for white men.
Tastes are widening, however, and civilization has its requirements, even if they
be only such things as brooms, washtubs, and soap. Some of the native foods
are growing less plentiful, too, including the valuable walrus. It would add
to the comfort and happiness of the village if some industry could be developed
in addition to the reindeer. But owing to the physical conditions of the village
such an industry is quite a problem. I have thought much of this and venture
three suggestions which more experienced beads may repudiate at sight: (1)
White men mine the beach here successfully. I have thought the natives might
be helped to do this. (2) Among the hills behind the village are beautiful val-
leys and some small hot springs; would not such spots be favorable to fur farm-
ing? (8) Blueberries grow very abundantly in this vicinity. In season there
are schools of salmon in the river. In the spring the finest crabs are brought
from Sledge Island. A little cannery could surely be made to pay. Because
the natives must sooner or later come to some such industries, it seems small be-
ginnings now would at least be educative.

General conditions.—The low price of furs made the year comparatively a
hard one. Nature, however, was exceptionally good. An abundance of drift-
wood was left on the beach. "Great quantities of fish were taken from the river
in the fall, even after the river was frozen over. There was no scarcity of game.
Seal also were quite plentiful. Through the loss of the little mission schooner,
the New Jersey, three families were left almost destitute. Aside from this
there was no destitution, and the year was, on the whole, quite a comfortable
one,

Summary.—I1 tried to study the needs and aptitudes of the pupils and to de-
velop originality of thought. In this way the growth was within the children
rather than an unfolding of my plans and ambitions for them. On the whole,
the year’s work was gratifying, and I do not wonder that teachers come to love
the service.

In this year’s work I have appreciated my nearness to the Nome office, to which
I turned continually for help and advice, and from which I always received
at least sympathy. And in the darker moments, which come especially in the
medical work, when one struggles alone against overwhelming odds, even sym-
pathy is much. -

Recommendations.—In review 1 again submit the following recommendations:

(1) A hospital in this vicinity. I had a small child die of rickets that I think
might have been saved in a hospital. We had two cases of acute rhenmatism to
fight. Just now a bright little girl is being taken with tuberculosis, when
proper treatment might have warded it off. )

(2) An industrial school for the Eskimos. The men are mechanical and apt.
and they need practical instruction. For instance, they need to be taught how
to make the best possible houses out of the material they have. And the
women—nobody can guess but those who have lived among them how much
they need to-learn something of the care of their sick.

(3) An adapted health reader. More than we need primers and first readers,
a2nd we need health readers hadly, we need an interesting, fully illustrated text
adapted to the needs of these people.

(4) For Sinuk I recommend an industrial room for the women, where they
can bake bread and learn to cook their foods. In the past years they have
. learned much of cleanliness, but T feel they have not made equal progress in
cooking. Very little expense will fit a room that is here for this purpose.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UNITED STATES PUBLIC S8CHOOL AT AKIAK, ON
THE KUSKOKWIM RIVER, IN WESTERN ALASKA.

By JoN H. KiLBuck, Teacher.

The work of the school.—School opened September 8 and was' carried on
until April 7. The school consisted of two rooms—the primary and the ad-
vanced. The primary department was under the care of Joseph H. Kilbuck
and was made up of little children 4 years vld and older children who were not
ready to go into the first grade. In the advanced room the course outlined in
the “ tentative course ” for the first and second grade was, in the main, carried
out in reading, arithmetic, writing, and English. In manual training particular
effort was made to have both boys and girls familiarize themselves with the
work in which their parents are daily engaged. The parents were urged to
cooperate in this by calling upon their children to help in the household work,
and the fathers to teach the boys how to set traps for fish and fur-bearing
animals.

As part of the school work the boys were taken into the woods, where, under
the direction of one of the old men, they dug out spruce roots, which are used
in tying fish traps and sewing the seams of birch-bark canoes. Each boy worked
for himself, and some gathered a larger bundle of roots than others. The roots
are prepared for use by stripping the bark off, and then they are split into
threads, the length and fineness of the threads depending on the skill of the
worker. The next step was to find a log of spruce wood that could be split into
splints for use in making fish traps. Here, again, the experienced eye of one of
the men of the village was requisitioned to pick out from a pile of logs the one
that is called trap wood. The piece selected was measured for a black-fish trap,
was cut and split into halves, quarters, and eighths. The boys each took a
piece, which they split up into splints. The splints are about five-sixteenths
of an inch in diameter, the edges being smoothed down with a knife. Before
starting for home there was target practice with a small rifle.

At another time the boys and girls were taken to a treeless meadow that had
been the bottom of a lake, where grows a moss that is fine and closely matted
together, so that it can be rolled up like a blanket. This moss they gathered
for use in calking the seams of the cabins. The girls also gathered dried grass
for use in winter as insoles for fur boots; also the grass used in weaving mats,
baskets, and socks.

The boys made serviceable black-fish traps, some setting them in neighboring
streams. With the knife the boys also made, besides playthings, shuttles and
mesh boards for net making, match safes for hanging on the wall. They also
had lessons and some practice in tying nets. Several boys had steel traps out
for rabbits nearly all winter, which they looked after out of school hours.

The girls learned to weave grass mats and socks and socks woven from the
thread of gunny sacks. They were also taught knitting and crocheting, making
stockings and mittens for their own use. "

The attendance throughout the year was exceptionally good, and the appli-
cation was better than in former years. The scholars gave three public enter-
tainments, at Thanksgiving, Christmas, and during the deer fair. There were
songs by the entire school—duets and recitations. The public appreciated these
gatherings, although the older natives could not understand all the English.

The entire school, except the smallest children, a few days before Christmas
was taken out into the woods to get Christmas trees and greens for decorating
the homes and the church. How the woods rang out with joyous shouts when-
ever a suitable Christmas tree was located. The procession home, with a dozen
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or more sleds loaded with trees and greens, and the brownlelike little Eskimos,
tugging and pulling, made a sight one was glad to see. :

In January, after the deer fair, the older scholars, boys and girls, were called
upon to clean and scrub the schoolrooms. When this was done, the assistant
teacher and the boys went out into the woods and held a midwinter picnic.
A huge fire was made and beside it the picnickers ate their lunch of tea, sugar,
pilot bread, and dried fish. The girls had a picnie too, but it was in the house
with Mrs. Kilbuck. They too had lunch, and afterwards they looked at pic-
tures and photos of other lands and people.

Gardening.—The benefit of this industry was brought out very clearly this
year by the hard conditions prevailing in obtaining the imported necessities of
life, such as tea, flour, and sugar, on account of the lack of work for wages,
and the small price of furs. The gardeners who successfully raised potatoes,
turnips, cabbage, and beets not only had these vegetables to add to their diet of
fish and meat, but realized not a little cash by sale. The cash sales for potatoes
alone were over $100. This refers to sales in bulk, by the crate, and does not
take into account smaller sales, when a few pounds would be taken to the store
across the river and given in exchange for tea or sugar. The oldest man in the
village must have sold $40 worth of potatoes. He raised the best and heaviest
crop. This year much new ground was broken, and about 1,000 pounds of pota-
toes were planted. The people realize that potatoes are not only good sellers,
but are also an important article of food. A number of housewives have suc-
cesstully canned beets, berries, and pie plant. Mr. Schmidt, the trader, carried
a good supply of Mason jars, which he sold at very reasonable prices, to en-
courage the natives in canning berries and vegetables.

From the beginning of July until the heavy frosts of fall all the people have
all they want of radishes, turnips, lettuce, and greens. Even the dogs get
greens cooked with their fish, and they seem to relish it. The families, who
have gardens need very little help and urging in planting their gardens. They
are now well on the way to self-dependence and learn as much from actual
experience as from instruction. The children are taking part in this work, and
in some families it is the children who make the gardens a success. In order
to encourage the people still more in striving to do good work in tilling the soil,
we propose to hold a village fair next September, when the products of the gar-
dens will be exhibited. The fair will be somewhat after the order of a county
fair in the States, except that it will be just for the village. The large tent
sent to us this year makes an ideal pavilion in which to place the displays.
In time the fair might be open to near-by villagers who wish to exhibit. Gar-
dening is still new in other villages, as.Tulksak, Akiakshoak, and Bethel, but
in time there is no reason why these places can not raise as big and as fine
vegetables as Akiak.

The village.—Although the price of the necessities of life remained about
normal, the wherewithal to obtain these supplies was sometimes lacking.
Owing to the European war the price of furs dropped from 50 to 75 per cent
‘Delow that of last year, and the catch was much less than the previous season.
Then there was the unfavorable summer, with frost every month, which cut
down the garden crops, especially the potato yield, to one-half of a normal one.
Under these conditions our people have been put to a severe test. They had
to do without such things as new- clothing and soap, and in some cases flour,
tea, and sugar were scarce.

Since the last report four new cabins have been built and a room added to
another cabin. Three of the new cabins belong to reindeer herders of this
village, whose families will occupy them during the school term so that their
children may attend school. The houses of Akiak are arranged in three rows,
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. with ample space around each cabin. The houses are in good repair and are
kept clean, and the premises show that the owners are interested in keeping
them in good shape. In the houses where there are no children, or only one
or two, the order and cleanliness are all that can be desired, while in those
which are full of children the housekeepers plainly get discouraged and are
inclined to give up trylng to keep a neat and tidy home. Hvery cabin has good
facilities for ventilation, and although these are well made use of in ordinary
weather many of them are closed up during very cold windstorms.

Soap was a scarce article with us this year, and from the complaints we
heard over this lack we realize that the people count soap as a necessity. .

The disturbing element in the village life was the presence of a man mentally
deranged, who accused various ones of having caused the death of his brother.

We often gathered in the church, which is the only place we have sufficiently
large to accommodate all the people. Talks were given on sanitation, general
information, news of the war, and seasonable suggestions about work. The Rev.
Drebert, of Bethel, loaned us his Ballopticon lantern, and we gave two lantern
exhibitions. The Thanksgiving dinner has become a fixed feature, which is
altogether a village affair. A handsome collection for the destitute was taken
up at this time, which was distributed to the needy at home and to individuals
in other villages, besides giving $5 each to the two janitors of the church.
Earlier in the fall a special collection was raised toward the purchase of an
organ for the church and the sum of $32.50 was realized. The demented man’s
family, the family of the drowned man, and another family, who through sick-
ness last summer got short on fish, were helped out with dried fish given by
a number of families. .

A new feature introdueced this year was the ringing of the curfew at 8
o’clock in the evening. The parents were thankful for this, since they them-
selves seemed unable to get their children home at reasonable hours.

The reindeer.—Akiak is now the headquarters of 9 different herds of reindeer,
under the care of 38 men. The distance from Akiak to these camps ranges
from about 30 to 75 miles, and in direction they are east, south, west, and north.
The deer in the various herds, from the latest reports, have passed through
the winter in fine shape, and there is a very low death rate among the fawns.
The herds of the Lapps, Spein and Sara, have become so unwieldy that there
is considerable trouble to keep them intact. The Oungagtuli herd has been the
most poorly managed, while the Nukluk camp is the best of all the independent
camps.

With such a large school on hand, coupled with the responsibility of caring
for an insane man, it was not possible for us to visit the herds even once,
except the Kinak herd. This herd was brought up from the Kanektok River
to within a few miles of Bethel. Here under our supervision the deer for the
Kalkak herd were cut out.

Three independent herders had houses built in Akiak village, one at a cost
of four deer—two females and two males; another at a cost of three female
deer ; and the third pald two male deer and the rest in cash. These deer were
earned by two natives of Akiak and one of Bethel.

During January, February, and March Peter Williams, one of the young men
of this village, was employed as a teacher to travel among the deer camps.
He taught reading, arithmetic, and writing, also the keeping of accounts.
From his journal we learn that there was good attendance at his night schools
at the various reindeer camps, all the boys manifested great eagerness to learn,
and their application was good.

The deer fair was again held, but as regards events, it fell below that of
other years in attraction. The open winter prevented the attendance of four
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camps. There was only one speed race over a measured course of 6 miles.
The track was in very poor condition for 834 miles on the river, there being only
a light blanket of snow over slippery ice. Three Lapps were among the 12
racers. The contest really was between the Lapps and the native deer men.
Wassili, a native, finished first in 29 minutes, and Julius, a native, was & close
second, being about a half of a minute behind. Only one Lapp was -able to
reach the post, and he was beaten in the last mile, coming in fourth. Ten dog-
team sleds brought natives from up the river %nd 14 from down the river to
witness the race. A large delegation of Bethel school children under Mrs.
Boyd, with a banner on which was the name * Bethel,” was among the visitors.
A new feature of this gathering was a collection raised for the relief fund of
widows and orphans made so by the European war. The white men present
contributed most liberally, and the sum of $62 was the result. Matters per-
taining to the deer, camps, and locations of summer pasturage were discussed
in the meetings of the deer men.

The majority of the boys who have successfully served their apprenticeship
and those who are now giving the best satisfaction are those who have been
in school. The supply of young men who had attended schools has been ex-
hausted some time ago, for the rapid increase of the deer has outstripped the
supply of dependable apprentices.

The Kuskokwim district is large and thickly populated with natives who
urgently need the benefits of the reindeer industry, and, from an economic
standpoint, there is no other industry to which these natives could turn to
save themselves as a people. The step from the present habit of each indi-
vidual doing what he- pleases and just as he pleases to the requirements of
the reindeer industry is a long one and only an exceptional native can success-
fully make it. The school is the natural stepping-stone between these two modes
of living and makes 1t possible to extend the reindeer industry to a greater num-
ber of individuals. This section of Alaska, especially on the coast, is so isolated
and barren of resources that attract pioneer white men that the inhabitants are
more primitive than those of other parts of Alaska. Would that more schools
could be established in this district; then there would be less friction in the
management of the deer service, and those in charge would not have to exer-
cise so much exhaustive patience and forbearance.

It seems most desirable that there should be a local superintendent of rein-
deer in this district, whose principal duties should be confined to the active
oversight of the industry. In this way a close instead of a long range super-
vision would greatly improve the reindeer service. It would keep a man busy
to visit all the camps quarterly or even three times, and such visits are
necessary.

Health.—AKiak has been the center from which medical aid was extcended
up and down the river. The supply of medicines of last year was exhausted
early, but we got new supplies from Dr. Reed, of the Russian mission, and
Supt. Evans sent us medicine from Goodnews Bay and Kinak. We divided
our supply with Bethel and still have a good supply on hand. The cases
treated in the village were pleurisy, tonsillitis, quinsy, rheumatism, heart
trouble, eye and ear troubles, tuberculosis of the lungs, bowel complaints,
asthma, and itch. Although the general health of the people has been good
we have had to give up two children, who died in convulsions.

During the winter we were visited twice by Dr. J. Wilson Reed, of the .
Russian mission, Yukon River. The last time he came especially to attend a’
case of quinsy. '
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UNITED STATES PUBLIC SCHOOL AT EAGLE, ON
THE YUKON RIVER.

By Miss Lura Graves, Teacher.

When I returned to the work in September I found that the Indians had
scattered and many of them were out camping in the hills to get their supply
of meat for winter use. I opened school with only five pupils. I also opened
night school for the adults and worked with them as well as the children. The
Indians gradually drifted back until we had about our usual population.

I have continued to emphasize the reading lessons and have tried to give
them a knowledge of the English language which would enable them to under-
stand ordinary conversation and simple reading.

The Indians here use their native speech when talking to each other and in
their homes. I am constantly surprised at how little of our language the men
who have associated with white men know ; their women know much less. The
children used the blackboard a great deal for original free-hand drawing, a
favorite theme this year being soldiers and armies. They got their ideas from
illustrations in the papers and magazines and from hearing so much war talk,
the war having interfered with the sale of their furs.

They learn to spell very quickly. I made some use of the spelling book, but
drilled them most on words they found in the reading lessons and on those in
common use. I tried to have them know how to spell the names of the common
objects around them. I find they get the meaning of the English words they
spell sooner than the ones they use orally. They like to write letters and I have
encouraged this.

I taught the schoolgirls and some of the women in the village to knit and
some of them to crochet. They would do more of this work if they could find
a market for it. The women all use the sewing machine and can cut and make
their clothing. .

The moral condition of the village is good. The women are all married and
living virtuous lives. The natives are generally law-abiding, their most marked
disobedience to the dictates of the law being their ipclination to kill fur-bearing
animals out of season and to kill young moose. However, there is no great
amount of lawbreaking along this line. The Indians on the whole are as law-
abiding as the whites.

The Indians here are free from drunkenness. There has been no case of
drunkenness since I returned in September and only two reported cases while
nobody was in charge of the village during the summer. They undoubtedly
obtained liquor from drifters on the river. :

The sanitary condition of the village is somewhat improved. I do not see so
much spitting around the houses. Some even of the dirtier Indians are making
an effort to keep their cabins clean and to wash their clothes oftener. The
children clamor for their Friday afternoon bath. I was able to get all the
cabins whitewashed where there are young children or young people.

The general health conditions at present are better, but when I got home in
the autumn I was kept quite busy caring for the sick. The Indians living at
Forty Mile, Yukon Territory, formerly belonged here, so when they get sick
they come here to die and be buried with their people. They sometimes come
here in the last stages of tuberculosis. A boy about 20 was brought here to
die. One woman persisted in taking her children with her when she went to
help care for him, and she lost two of her children from tuberculosis last fall.
I have used that as an illustration and impressed it on them at every oppor-
tunity—that her two children would doubtless be alive had she kept them out
of the sick room.




REPORTS BY TEACHERS. 67

Most of the cooking lessons I have given them this year have been individual
lessons. The leaders among them now know how to make nice bread, pies, and
cakes. I have given especial attention to teaching them how to prepare vege-
tables in a palatable way.

The governor of Alaska visited Eagle during the summer. I have him to
thank for making the natives proud of having whitewashed their cabins and
having made nice gardens.

It was a great satisfaction to me to be able to show the governor and his
friends some of the things that the Bureau of Education is trying to do for the
natives of Alaska. The village had been nicely raked up, the cabins were
reasonably clean, and the school property in good condition. The interior of
the school building has had a new coat of paint and was clean and comfortable
looking, even if somewhat bare. I have no rugs or carpets because of the health
conditions of the village.

All the Indians who were in the village during the planting season have gar-
dens, some for the first time. Two men would only plant potatoes; all the
others have planted regular truck gardens. I did not attempt a great variety,
having learned from previous years about what vegetables I could induce them
to eat after they were grown. I confined most of their gardens to turnips,
rutabagas, carrots, parsnips, cabbage, lettuce, and potatoes. I had very little
difficulty in getting them to plant this spring, but the cultivation comes harder.
It requires all the resources at one’s command and taxes patience to the utmost.

These Indians will protect their gardens when once they have learned to
value them. As yet they plant to please the teacher when they are urged to
do so. I believe the vegetable food has had much to do with their improvement
in health.,

While the gardening has taxed my strength and patience to the utmost, it
is with pride and satisfaction that I view the result. They are great for copy-
ing, and this leads me to hope that the example of my spring house cleaning
and well-tilled garden will strike home eventually.

They can not be driven. We have to find means to make them want to do
a thing in order to get any lasting advancement.

The natives in this village have had no means of earning money for the past
year save hunting, trapping and fishing. Their dried fish brought the usual
price, but they realized very little from trapping, as furs and live foxes were
slow to sell and brought very low prices.

Long-continued sitting over bead embroidery does not promote the health of
their women ; we see many more men than women in their villages.

There is a marked decrease in the fish runs. They had no dog salmon last
season and less than the usual amount of king salmon.

Many of the whites think the oil the boats are using on the Yukon accounts
for the scarcity of salmon.

The Indians are no longer needed to cut the wood for the boats, and white
men have taken their place as deck hands,

It has been hard for them since all their usual means of income ceased the
same year, but undoubtedly the failure of the steamboats to employ them will
result in good to them ; they have trapped and lived in the open more and have
depended on themselves for things they usually btiy. They produced a whip-
saw that I did not know they had and sawed nice lumber, with which they
made a poling boat this spring. The boat is well made and answers all pur-
poses. If the money had been at hand or credit could have been secured, they
would undoubtedly have bought the boat ready-made.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UNITED STATES PUBLIC SCHOOL AT KLUKWAN,
: IN SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA.

By Fay R. SHAVER, Teacher.

The work in the school and shop began the first of October. The school work
was carried on by Miss Calkins. The average daily attendance was 27.28, with
an enrollmgnt of §7. The work was conducted on very much the same plan as
a well-organized rural school. Language work was emphasized. More time was
spent with the smaller pupils, as their future work depends much upon their
first two years in school. Phonics and object lessons play a most important
part in their instruction. With the older pupils grammar and arithmetic were
emphasized.

In the industrial work for the girls the sewing classes made 15 holders, 18
silver cases, 13 aprons, both simple and elaborate, 5 dresses, and 5 crocheted
caps. In cooking they made hot biscuits, corn bread, plain cake, cup cake,
doughnuts, rice pudding, custard pudding, potato soup, pea soup, vegetable
soup, creamed potatoes, and cooked meats and vegetables in several ways.
Chocolate fudge, taffy, and peanut candy were also made.

The industrial work for the boys and young men was carried on on much
the same plan as last year. All the work done was of a most practical kind.
Fourteen Yukon sleds were made, of which seven were sold in Haines. The
Hanson Hardware Co. bought all of the sleds from us, which shows the good
class of work we are turning out. The value of the sleds was $95. Besides the
sleds, two kitchen cabinets and many smaller things were made. One of the
cabinets sold for $20.

In the sheet-metal work 10 stoves were made—b air-tights, 2 cook stoves, and
3 camp stoves—besides 100 joints of stovepipe. About $25 worth of repair work
was done on stoves that would otherwise have been thrown away. These jobs
were given to the older boys, and they were allowed the profit on same. There
are two young men working in the shop, each of whom can make a stove a day,
which sells for $7, the profit on each stove being about $5. The stoves and pipe
are made out of two gauges heavier iron than is generally used, and the work
done i8 as good as is turned out of any average shop. The younger boys were
allowed to assist in much of the work, thereby getting a practical idea of the
use of the tools employed.

By July 1 the gardens were all in good condition, the natives of the village
having taken a greater interest in the work than during any year previous.
They paid closer attention to the work carried on in the school garden, and
while not putting into practice all that they saw, there was a great deal of im-
provement in nearly every case. I have encouraged the raising of potatoes,
as the root maggot has to be combated in the turnip, rutabaga, radish, and
cabbage. Cabbage will overcome the attack if properly taken care of and will
form good, solid heads. Onions grow finely from seed and sets. Carrots and
parsnips grow to their best here. The asparagus set out last year grew well
this spring; so we have added another vegetable to our list. The natives raised
from 150 to 200 sacks of vegetables, which was nearly enough to carry them
through the winter, although they would have used many more if they had
had them. Some people sold several sacks of potatoes, and most that had
gardens saved enough for seed. About a third more ground is in cultivation
this year than last, and with the extra care it is getting, there should be
between 300 and 400 sacks of vegetables. Gardening being a comparatively
new industry with them, they have to be encouraged a great deal. They are
proud of the number of sacks of vegetables they raise.
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The orchard set out last year is doing finely, although the mice ate the bark
off some of the trees. I will protect them with wire cloth during the coming
winter.

Alfalfa has lived through two winters and is as flne as I ever saw. It is
ready to ‘cut now, just when the weather is best for curing it. Alfalfa hay costs
$45 a ton at Klukwan when imported from the States.

One young man cleared nearly half an acre of land several hundred feet
from the end of the village.

The canner proved a valuable addition to our equipment. Nearly a thousand
cans of fish, meat, and vegetables were put up. We canned 4 cases of wild
goat meat and 2 cases of brown bear meat; also about 600 cans of salmon.
The rest was made up of peas, spinach, and swiss chard. We hoped to
have a larger cannery here this year, but the natives say they have no
money. The fact is they have a reserve laid aside for a big potlatch when
they die. They will not touch this reserve, but add to it from time to time,
even though there are many things they need. If this year's fishing is good,
I have every reason to believe that a cooperative cannery will be built.

Mrs. Shaver attended to most of the medical work. There was about as
much sickness in the village as usual. Medical assistance was rendered 1,216
times. There were two births and three deaths in the village during the
year. Dr. Lambie, from the Army post at Haines, made a visit to the villlage
and besides assisting in the medical work, gave a talk to the natives on
sanitation. Several mothers’ meetings were held.

A civic improvement meeting was held this spring, the results of which
were very gratifying.

Entertainments were given by the school, to which all were invited. The
parents take a great pride in the ability of their children to speak in publie,
although they may not understand a word spoken. We have pleces inter-
preted for them at times.

The Forward Club met once a week. There were some very interesting
meetings from which I came to more fully understand the natives’ viewpoint.
The logs are out and on the grounds to bulld the clubhouse. The boys will
start work on it as soon as the fishing season Is over.

The cooperative store pald a dividend of nearly 20 per cent. Supt. W. G.
Beattie came in December and audited the books and helped us in a great
many ways.

We surely appreciate a superintendent who has the comfort of the teachers
and the welfare of the natives so thoroughly at heart.

We received 2,287 visits and made 503 visits to native homes.

The work of lifting the people of an Indian village out of their old customs
is slow and very discouraging at times, but every year sees some advancement
which no one, who thoroughly understands conditions can say is not well
worth the effort and money spent.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UNITED STATES PUBLIC SCHOOL AT HYDABURG,
' IN SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA.

By CHARLES W, HAWKESWORTH, Teacher,

At the opening of school we made up our minds that, if possible, we would
make a record in three things—attendance, scholarship, and athletics. Dur-
ing the first week of school we numbered, with the price-marking outfit,
each of the folding chairs sent 'us. These we fastened together in rows in



70 WORK OF THE BUREAU OF EDUCATION FOR ALASKA.

the Soclal Hall. Each pupil was given a number corresponding to a seat in
a row. It was understood that the first bell would ring at 8.30, Sitka time,
and the second bell at 8.55. At 9 o’clock each boy and girl was supposed to
be in his or her chair. As the year went on there were surprisingly few
mornings when any one was absent; and on those few occasions the absent
member either sent a note or a message by another pupil accounting for the
absence.

We took the ‘“Course of Study for the Common Schools of Illinois” as a
guide for our year's work. Naturally we could not follow it in everything, and
there were many things we did not want to follow it in. Our aim was to
educate the pupil for life, to be a useful member of his own community and
to show that usefulness just as soon as possible.

The English language is noticeably lacking in towns where all the people
understand a tribal tongue. Since all of our people are anxious for citizenship,
and since the English language is supposed to be the language used by citizens
in their homes and in their conversations with each other, we endeavored to
overcome the Hydah tongue by adopting the slogan, “ Hydaburg an English-
speaking town in five years.” Several of the young men took it up, and we
talked it up in every sort of a gathering, from the school chapel exercises to
town-council meetings and church services.

In all of the lower grades we decided to dramatize every story read, experi-
menting on the intensive rather than the extensive method of education. The
experiment was successful. To-day those first-grade children can talk and use
English intelligently. They have mastered more English this year than they
have in all the years they have been in school.

In the work of the upper grades we ever kept in mind that most of our pupils
would in all probability spend their lives in Alaska, among their own people.
In reading we tried to make the selections as clear to the eye as to the mind.
That is why we carried the dramatization into these higher grades. Early in
the fall we presented * The Story of Capt. John Smith,” and for the Christmas
celebration we gave “ Dickens’s Christmas Carol.” Notwithstanding all the
emphasis we put upon the use of English, we were not able to get the school
children in their own conversations to adopt it. .

In our English composition we early started writing letters to other schools,
and when the answers came back each letter was corrected, as well as possible,
by the one who received it. This exchange of letters between schools is &
good working proposition. Scholars, like teachers, are anxious to see the kind
of work done in other schools, and when they make a language lesson of the
letters received, rewriting them in corrected forms, as best they can, they get
an impression that is not easily lost.

In geography we used the European War to good purposes. As soldiers were
sent from just across the line, in Canada, to fight in this war, it has become
real to the Alaskan children. The food supplies and the clothing required by
the armies became a potent stimulus to the imagination of the class, and as
Current Events came weekly there was always most excellent material for
interesting and definite instruction as to places and people in the world.

We had hoped for a rhetorical contest with Metlakatla during the year, but
since they were all very busy erecting their new building that idea had to be
given up. We did, however, hold a local prize speaking contest at the end of
our school year. It was the first of its kind ever held, as far as we know,
in the native schools, but owing to the excitement incident to a local campaign
by the ¢ Church army” from British Columbia it did not get the absorbed
interest of the school during the weeks of preparation that it deserved.




REPORTS BY TEACHERS. 71

However, the meetings ended about 10 days before school closed, and then we
got down to business. The contest was very creditable. Elsie Peel won the
gold prize with “ The Drowning Singer,” and Gideon Duncan the silver prize
with “ John Maynard.”

For dthletics we are fortunately located. In fact the flat, hard, sand bar in
front of the town, that is always dry at half tide, makes an excellent baseball
ground, and was one of the reasons why the young men wanted this location
for their town site.

Last year we started a town hall, but all we did on it was to put up the
frame, get the roof on and the floor laid. Soon after school opened, I thought
it would be well for the boys to get the game of basket ball started, and it
might help work up some enthusiasm for completing the town hall. Basket
ball captured the town. Some of the older boys, who had been to Chemawa,
made the baskets and all the men started in to finish the hall, each man giving
his time to the work, Within three weeks the whole job was finished, even to
making galleries and putting ceiling on the whole interior.

Word reached Klawock of the work we were doing. They ordered a ba.sket
ball and started in to practice. Our school team and the town team (made up
of returned Chemawa boys) sent challenges to Klawock for games in their town
on November 20. The challenge was accepted and we went and played and won
both games. When the notice of the game was published in the Wrangell paper
it seemed to set all the towns along the coast into action. All organized basket-
ball games, and for the first time in southeast Alaska the towns got together in
the field of sport. In connection with athletics I wish to say that since it is
the athletic spirit that binds together the student bodies in the schools of the
States, we must introduce an athletic spirit into our Alaskan schools.

You will recall that in my report a year ago I stated that our people have
two sources of revenue. One is the king-salmon fishing at Forester Island, and
the other is fishing for the canneries. The Forester Island fishing last spring
was a failure,

The cannery season on this west coast of Prince of Wales Island was also a
fallure. The stream that runs through the center of our town, which in an
ordinary season is full of salmon, was empty all last summer. I never was able
to see one salmon swimming up the stream.

The old people tell me that in former years there would sometimes come a
season when there would be no fish, but there has never, within the memory of
the younger generation, been a season like the one we have just passed through.
It meant that practically every family in town had to begin the winter without
money, unless they were fortunate enough to have had some laid by from a
previous season, and there was no way of getting more money until another
season came around.

However, the store and lumber business has been more of a success this year
than we expected. With the money so scarce and the credit sales so big, we
feared that there would be almost no dividends at all in comparison with the
returns of a year ago. But when Mr. Helwig came in January and closed the
books he found that the consolidated business had made exactly $6,114 since
the books were closed the year before. Of this amount $3,721.94 was paid out
in cash dividends and $2,392.08 put into the reserve.

It is impossible to overestimate the value this cooperative business is to our
community. So far we have declared three annual dividends, and $12,727.53
has been returned to the people in the town who use the store. I can conceive
of no greater blessing that could come to the native towns of Alaska than to
get cooperative stores operating in them all. Then, in the course of years, the
supplies for all could be purchased in such large quantities, through one office,
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that the reduction in the cost of living would be as noticeable and as beneficial
to the Alaskans as it was to the pioneers in cooperation at Rochdale, England.

The general health of the town during the year has been excellent. We have
had the average number of deaths and some little sickness, but there has been
no long-continued sickness such as we had during the two previous years.

In looking to the future good of the work in Hydaburg, as well as for all
Alaska, I wish to make the following recommendations:

That a course of study suited to the textbooks in use be adopted Then we
will know that whén one speaks of the fifth-grade work in Klawock, or in
Metlakatla, or in any of the other native schools, that a definite amount of
work has been covered. In connection with this course of study test questions,
at stated times, should be sent to all of the teachers by the superintendent, in
order to establish a standard for the district. We should furnish grade certifi-
cates of promotion. It means a great deal to a young man or woman to have
something in what looks like legal form to show for his years spent in study.

.I also recommend that a printing press be purchased by the bureau and used
in editing the school news for the whole district, and that each school have an
editor for the local school work and one to give the gist of the world’s news.

A third recommendation is that this coming school year the three schools—
Metlakatla, Klawock, and Hydaburg—meet at one of the above-named towns
for a live convocation. At this convocation we should have a rhetorical con-
test, possibly a debate, an exhibition of school work, a drama, and basket-ball
games.

I further recommend that the Bureau of Education follow the lead of pro-
gressive school boards on the Atlantic coast and establish a school ship for the
Alaskan natives. I have in mind the old Enterprise and St. Mary, which were
school ships and nothing else. Ours should be all that they were, and
freighters as well. On them all the freight sent by the bureau to Alaska
could be shipped and all the teachers traveling to and from Alaska once a‘year
could take passage. Who in the whole world are better natural pilots and
navigators than these Indians of southeastern Alaska? For generations these
people have sailed their canoes from Puget Sound to Sitka, and they know every
bay and inlet and channel on the coast. These people are as much at home on
the water as Eskimos are on snowshoes. At the present time in Hydaburg
alone there are 22 fishing boats equipped with engines. The natives go any-
where, but as yet they have no technical knowledge of navigation.

This ship would be of great influence in cementing the tribes of Alaska into
one solid working body. The most promising young men from the whole Ter-
ritory would be picked for the positions on board. This open-air life would
conquer tuberculosis.

My last recommendation is that a fund be created to encourage industries
among the people of Alaska. A cannery is absolutely necessary to the future of
Hydaburg. Without it this town will be nothing more than old Howkan and
Klinquan—a winter camping ground. The whole town is most anxious for
a cannery, but we lack the capital. The cannery was foremost in the minds
of the people when they moved here. Every year it has been discussed and
every year it has been dropped because there were no funds.

From what we hear from the Canadian side it seems that the Canadian
‘Government has already established a fund to encourage industries among the
native people. We must get help to those who, like these Hydahs, are willing
to help themselves but have not the capital. We must have a future. Without
business there is no future, Without a fund there can be no business.
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SECTION 4.—REPORT OF THE FIRST REINDEER FAIR.
By WaLTeR H. JOHNSON, Assistant Superintendent, Northwestern District.

During Mr. Lopp’s visit to Nome, in the autumn of 1914, plans were discussed
for the holding of a reindeer fair or conference on Seward Peninsula during the
coming winter. After careful consideration it was decided that Igloo would
be the best place for the fair, being centrally located and having in its vicinity
good moss pasture for the reindeer and a plentiful supply of timber for use in
the camp stoves of the delegates. It was decided to hold the fair during the
second week in January, although the days would then be short, the sun going
down soon after 2 p. m. Later in the season it would be difficult for Supt.
Shields to make his tour of inspection, as the mild weather would make the
trails impassable. Instructions were sent to all of the local superintendents,
Government teachers, and reindeer men; plans were made for supplying food to
the visiting delegates; Mr. Hunnicutt, local superintendent at Igloo, was in-
structed to choose the site for the fair grounds, also to stake race trails, get
tents and set them up, cut wood and have stoves and other paraphernalia neces-
sary for a camp in extremely cold weather.

On January 7, at 11 a. m., Supt. Shields, Asst. Supt. Walter H. Johnson, Miss
Harriet Kenly, teacher of sanitation, Carl J. Lomen, representing Lomen & Co.,
who have a large herd of deer in the Buckland district, Tautuk, chief herder of
Nome Government herd, and Amuktoolik, his brother, as delegates, left Nome
for Igloo, via Sinuk and Mosquito Pass, driving eight deer and leading a fast
racing deer, and reached Sinuk at 8 p. m. that evening. At 9 a. m. on the
following morning, with the mercury registering 20° below zero and a sharp
wind blowing in our faces, we left Sinuk for Mosquito Pass in the Sawtooth
Range. The weather was excellent for traveling with reindeer, and we made
very good progress up the Sinuk River. As darkness set in, we reached a vacant
cabin near the head of Sinuk River and at the foot of the pass leading through
the mountains. The cabin was found to be very comfortable, and we spent
a pleasant night. The deer were staked about a quarter of a mile away, where
the moss was good, though the deep snow made it difficult for them to feed.

The next morning, January 9, facing a northerly wind, with the mercury regis-
tering 30° below, we left the cabin and started through Mosquito Pass, arriving
at the summit at about 2 p. m., where a short stop was made, the deer feeding
while we had lunch. The strong wind blowing through the pass had cut
channels in the snow, making travel difficult, but after leaving the summit and
starting down on the northerly side of the Sawtooth Range, the wind died
down, and we found several feet of loose snow, which necessitated the use of
snowshoes or skiis. The deer traveled steadily through this for about three
hours, when we again struck the wind-swept portion of the pass. As darkness
set in, it became impossible to see the channels in the hard snow, consequently
upsets were frequent, but even though driving at a fast gait down hill and over
a rough trall, because of the heavy furs that were worn by all and the agility
of the members of the party no one was injured by these falls. Qur faces were
frozen several times, but rubbing soon remedied that. Reaching the level ground
near the mouth of the Cobblestone River at 6 p. m.,, we made camp where
there was an abundance of moss, using nothing but our sleds for setting up the
tent. The weather had moderated, being only 5° below.

The following morning we cut across country direct for Igloo, which we
reached at 1.30 p. m., being the first of the visitors to arrive. All the people
were out to greet us, and they gave us a royal welcome. A few minutes later
Mr. Replogle, with the Deering delegation, arrived. Their outfit consisted of



74 WORK OF THE BUREAU OF EDUCATION FOR ALASKA,

15 sleds and 25 deer, and when they appeared with their fine outfits, made
especially for the fair, each man driving two deer and leading one with a
trailer sled, their sleds \)edecked with colors, they presented a very fine appear-
ance. The party consisted of Mr. Replogle and seven natives. They had come
direct over the mountains from Deering and were seven days on the road. So
close upon them that they appeared to be of the same party came the Shish-
maref delegation. The Shishmaref deer men were represented by John Sinnok
and Allakeok, who brought five deer with them. On account of stormy weather
they had been unable to start when planned, so that it had been necessary for
them to make some very long drives to reach Igloo in time, sometimes making
over 50 miles in one day. Their outfits, like the others, made an excellent
showing. Half an hour later Miss Brevig, of Teller, arrived. Mr. Maguire
and the rest of the Wales delegation were unable to come, the storms being so
bad that it was impossible even to start. They had made great preparations
and would have made a fine showing; their sled deer are famous for their
speed. After the arrival of the Teller people, Mr. and Mrs. Hunnicutt enter-
tained the Government officials at a turkey dinner, which was greatly appre-
ciated. General discussions were held on matters relative to the coming fair.
Deer men were introduced to each other, and many new friendships were
formed; from the enthusiasm shown, it was evident that the fair wauld be a
success. Before we knew it midnight was at hand, and the Eskimos left for
the places where they were to stay. The Igloo natives gave every native visitor
a comfortable place to stay. The white visitors were accommodated at the
schoolhouse, the men sleeping on the schoolroom floor, while the ladies were
taken care of in the residence part of the building, Mr. and Mrs. Hunnicutt
doing all in their power to make us comfortable,

On Monday, January 11, with the mercury at 10° below zero and snow in the
air, we left Igloo for the place chosen by Mr. Hunnicutt as the site for the fair
grounds, about 6 miles from Igloo and 1 mile from the famous hot springs.
At the grounds we found several large tents and great piles of wood; large
quantities of pork and beans cooked and frozen, bread, and other food sup-
plies had been stored in a commissary tent. When it became too dark for
outside work the officials went over to the hot springs and had a fine steam
bath. The usual cold plunge bath was out of order, but running in the open
air and rolling in the snow, with the thermometer registering 30° below zero,
rendered us immune from taking cold after our hot bath.

At 6 p. m. the delegates met in the large assembly tent, and committees were
chosen to take charge of the various events. Whenever possible a committee-
man was chosen from each herd or community. The work was outlined, and
every delegate was given some special task. The meeting adjourned at 8.30
p. m., and the committees met at the various camps or tents, where rules, regu-
lations, time, place, and manner of events were arranged for. Though the
hour was late when we retired for the night, here and there discussions could
be heard. It is safe to say that at no time during the first night was the camp
in complete silence, The wind died down, and the mercury dropped to 35°
below zero. All slept on the snow in tents, without fire, but even the ladies
were warm and comfortable in their reindeer-skin sleeping bags.

Tuesday, January 12, early in the morning one of the Igloo herds which
had been stationed about 2 miles from camp was driven up, and as soon as it
became light enough three steers were lassoed. These deer were butchered
by the different methods used by the natives, and then the meat was distrib-
uted among the delegates for use during the fair. The steers were brought to
the flat near the river in front of the camp. The people gathered around the
deer, and talks and discussions were had as to the best way of judging a mar-
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ketable deer as to age, health, weight, fatness, etc: While this discussion was
being carried on, the Council delegation arrived (three men driving five deer),
and Simon Mukpeadeluk, of Council, was chosen to represent that district in
their method of sticking a deer; Luke Loogloeena, of Igloo, represented their
district in this event, and Tautuk represented Nome and the Government
method. Luke and Simon showed extraordinary skill and drove the knife to
the exact spot with one blow. Both of these deer were stuck back of the front
legs and the opening closed by the hand, so that the blood was retained.
Tautuk, as he took his position, was subjected to a great deal of good-natured
chaff from the other Eskimos; they were skeptical, and they knew that Tautuk
had never seen the method demonstrated and explained by Dr. Joss, of the De-
partment of Agriculture, during his visit to Alaska, for Tautuk was back in
the hills at the time of the doctor's visit; but Supt. Shields had carefully ex-
plained the doctor’s method. Grasping the gullet and windpipe in his left hand,
Tautuk pulled them downward and away from the neck ; then, turning the edge
of the knife toward the neck bone, he made a small incision back of the jaw,
severing the jugular vein at the first stroke. The blood flowed freely and could
have been easily saved, for it flowed in a steady stream from the small incision.
The deer were then weighed, then dressed and weighed again, the weights belng
as follows:

Weight of deer.

Tare. Net.
128 48
133 160
118 148

Forty-five per cent loss in dressing.

When the deer were dressed and hung up for inspection talks and discussions
were had as to the general appearance of the carcasses and it was plain that
the deer killed by the method suggested by Dr. Joss, of the Department of
Agriculture, was in far better marketable shape than the other two. Even
though no water was used, there was not a blood stain upon the meat and no
discolorations from the blood remaining in the large blood vessels as was the
case in the other carcasses. One delegation claimed that they were amply re-
paid for their time and expense in coming to the fair by this one demonstration
alone, for they had been looking for just such a method of butchering. Simon
then stepped into the ring and demonstrated the quartering of a carcass; he
did this neatly and in a businesslike manner, showing great familiarity with
the anatomy of a deer. Using only his hunting knife he quartered it in four
and one-half minutes.

Rifle shooting, 50 yards, January 12, at 11.15 a. m. Free arm, standing,
five shots at a 3}-inch target. Twenty-four entries. Open to all Eskimos.
Okok Thomas, Deering, first prize; Nook, Teller, second prize. Although the
boys were using their high-power guns, which were sighted for a much longer
distance, some very good scores were made.

Rifle shooting, 100 yards, January 12, 13, and 14. Any position, five shots
at 8-inch bull's-eye. Thirty-two entries. Open to all Eskimos. Jack Kowmok,
Igloo, first prize; Jimmy Eyuk, Igloo, second prize; John Anakartuk, Teller,
third prize.

It was decided that the shooting should be done during the lightest part of
each day until the contest was finished. This was done and several excellent
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scores were made. It was decided to count the center of the target, which was
24 inches in diameter, as a bull’s-eye. Jack Kowmok won by placing four shots
in the small bull's-eye. No peep sights were used, though several of the men
sat down.. In the evening Okok.Thomas gave an excellent talk on shooting,
showing how a good shot should stand, position of gun, how fiinching and jerk-
ing the trigger pulls the gun off the target, and how to overcome these habits
by a steady pull and by watching the target so as to know just where the
bullet hit. He gave such advice as the following: “ Perhaps some day you will
have only one cartridge and you will see but one thing to shoot, and if you have
no food you must make that shot count.” He also sald that his father had
insisted upon his always shooting carefully, telling him, “ Maybe some day
you will see a black fox; if you are not a sure shot you may miss it and $1,000
will pass before your eyes.”

Burden race, distance 5 miles, January 12, at 2 p. m. Two deer; burden,
250 pounds of sand. Seven entries. Henry Kugazeak, Deering, first prize;
time, 16 minutes 21 seconds. Tautuk, Nome, second prize; time, 18 minutes
4 second. We are unable to find any record of better time than this being
made even without a burden. The weather being extremely cold and clear
proved to be ideal for driving deer. .

After Okok had given his talk on shooting, Tautuk opened the general dis-
cussion by stating, “ We are all here to learn what will be the best thing
to do in anything that deals with the reindeer. Now we are all prepared to
play, and in that way we will learn how to do each thing best and quickest. We
want you to know the proper way to kill and dress a deer; if white men are
going to buy our meat, kill it in the best way possible and do it the way they
say is best, for they are the ones who buy it. We should thank all for what
they do for us, for it is for our benefit ; we should especially thank Mr. Shields.
In preparing a carcass for market, we should try to make it look as nice as
any good article that we have for sale and not try to fool the people. If we
do good work, they will pay well, especially if we fix the carcass right, as we
would any fancy article of our own.”

Allakeak, delegate from Shishmaref: “ When you work with deer, make your
work count; if you wish a good living from your deer, you should think and
plan how to take care of them. If you don’t do that the herd will decrease,
and if you don’'t keep a good watch some will stray away and they will stay
in places where the moss is not good and get poorer and poorer. We reindeer
men make our living from the deer, and there is nothing that we can do so
well as to take care of our deer. We are now planning to sell all our meat
at the same place and at the same price. This will be good, for then no one
will envy the men from other herds. We should all work together for the
good of the industry. I know what reindeer herders have lost because they
did not stay near the herd and seldom went out to round them up. If you do
not get out to the herd until late in the day the deer will scatter and stray.
I have watched this carefully for four years and have lost very few deer,
because I have always started early. Many of the deer men lose deer because
they do not attend to business; the deer get lost, or killed, or taken by people.
If you wish to be a deer man you should always attend to business.”

Tautuk, on burden races: “A short time before leaving Nome Mr, Shields
told me to get ready for a trip to Igloo, where we would have a fair. He said
that at this fair we would show the best way to use and work reindeer and
that we would have pulling contests between deer to see which could pull a
load and make the fastest time. To make fast time you must drive; hold your
lines so that the deer will go the way he should. When you are using two
deer, one may be faster than the other, then it is necessary for you to drive
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so that each will do his share. In the burden race to-day I rode all the way,
for the deer ran faster than I could, for I am getting old.”

Lassoing contest, Wednesday, 9 a. m. Fourteen lassoers, two from each dis-
trict. Thirty minutes each day. Contest to continue for three days, the man
lassoing the most deer in the 90 minutes winning the contest ; any deer with the
lasso on when time is called to be counted ; only bulls' without horns and marked
with a cloth around the neck to be lassoed.

This was one of the most picturesque events of the fair and was an excellent
number for the opening.of the day’s program. The herd of over 800 deer was
driven down to the flat and penned in by a sort of human corral. When the
signal was given, the lassoers ran into the center of the herd and the fun
began. It was a very pretty sight to see the gala-dressed natives moving back
and forth to keep the deer penned in, the well-trained collie dogs on the out-
skirts ready to pick up any stray deer that might break through the crowd, the
stately old females standing on the outskirts of the herd near the people, a few
trained sled deer mingling freely with the people, the camp of eighteen or twenty
tents among the willows on one side of the herd, and the snow-covered Sawtooth
Mountains on the other. Though extremely cold and clear; plenty of action be-
ing necessary to keep the herd corralled, no one suffered from the weather.
The bulls after being lassoed once became very tricky and would dodge back-
ward and forward, running close to the other deer, and in every way possible
tried to avold the lassoes. When time was called on the third morning, Kapak,
of Marys Igloo, had 11 deer to his credit; while Tautuk, of Nome, Frank Wells,
of Deering, and Abloowalook, of Igloo, were tied for second place, each having
9 deer to his credit. Ten minutes additional time was given these men to
decide who should be given second place. Abloowalook won by roping one deer
more than the others. ‘

Sled show, Wednesday, 10 a. m. Hardwood sleds, with braces and handle-
bars. Sixteen entries. Many very handsome sleds were exhibited, and the
wrappings and braces were of extraordinary strength. Simon Mukpeadelook,
Council, first prize; Tuck, of Igloo, second prize.

Sled show, Wednesday, 12.30 p. m. Hardwood sleds without handlebars
(trailers). Again the Council natives proved that they knew how to make
sleds by taking the blue ribbon. Edwin, Council, first prize; Wheeler Douglas,
Deering, second prize.

Burden race, Wednesday, 2 p. m. One deer, 150 pounds sand burden. Dis-
tance, 5 miles. Twelve entries. Tautuk, Nome, first; time, 18 minutes, 49}
seconds. Topkok, Igloo, second ; time, 20 minutes, 44 seconds. This was won-
derful time, considering that each deer pulled a net weight of 150 pounds of
sand and a man of approximately the same weight.

Wednesday, 7.30 p. m. After the officials had giventheir report of the day’s’
events, the natives who had won in the competitive events were called on and’
told how they had been able to win. These talks were all given in the Eskimo
language, and my notes were taken through an interpreter and contain only
the gist of the speeches. It was impossible to get a great many of the clever
remarks or witticisms.

Simon, on sleds: “ They want me to talk about sleds, and, because they do,
I will, but I am afraid that you will not learn much from me. To-day I saw
many kinds of sleds; sleds that were big enough for two sleds; sleds that were
strong and others that were weak. A strong sled will not break in a day, even
if you have a bad trail and a heavy load, but a weak sled will not finish the day
80 well. When you make a sled for yourself, you make it good; but many of
you when you make it for sale, make it not so good. You should make a sled
as well for others as for yourself, also snowshoes. Make it always well, for

\
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then you can sell it and if you wish to use it yourself it will last longer, the
same as any high-priced article. You who buy mukluks know this; cheap
mukluks are poorly made and are no good. If you make cheap articles, peo-
ple will not continue to buy from you, but if they learn that you always make
things well, they will always buy your things, even if they cost more. Always
make things for others as you would if they were for yourself, for it will always
prove to be best.”

Edwin, on sleds: “ The people who make things should not make them for
show, but make them good, for themselves or for sale, I think that is why we
have this fair here, to prove that it is best to make everything best that we
know how.”

Thursday, lassoing contest. The contestants exerted themselves to the ut-
most, but were unable to throw as many bulls as the first day, several adding
two to their score.

Harness exhibit. Collar, traces, backstraps, and singletree. Exhibit harness
on deer. In this event the Igloo boys outclassed the others by having very
elaborate trimmings, besides well-chosen material, carefully made up. Oquil-
look, of Igloo, first prize; Segayuk, Igloo, second prize. .

Harness exhibit, new style. Breast strap instead of a collar. Kaffenuk,
Igloo, special prize.

Harness show, Lapp style. Kaffenuk won first prize with an all-leather
harness, and Simon’s was second choice.

Halter show. Oquillook, Igloo, first prize (tanned leather) ; Simon, Council,
second prize (braided rawhide). .

Halter show, new style, Fred Thomas. The Deering delegates had brought
a new-style adjustable halter that had a band around the deer’s head just back
of the mouth, to which the guide lines were fastened. With a slight change I
believe this will be the coming halter for driving deer, but not for leading.

Thursday, 1.30 p. m. Driving wild deer. One mile. Fourteen entries.
Rules: Reindeer herd to be driven up to the line extending across the river.
At a given signal contestant is to enter herd, and rope, throw, harness, hitch
up, and drive a hornless wild bull, between the ages of 13 and 3 years, one-half
mile up the river and then return to line, then unhitch, unharness, and remove
halter, all unassisted. At a given signal contestant may have his sled brought
up to where he has his deer, and the man bringing it must render no assistance,
but immediately leave. Contestants will leave at three-minute intervals, and
the winner will be judged by time. Deer may be driven, dragged, or hauled.

This event was the cause of much merriment, and the contestants tried every
known method to make the bull go in the right direction. Immediately upon
being lassoed the bull would commence to fight and try to get away, and it
would then become necessary to throw him. When the assistant would bring up
the sled the maneuvering to harness was laughable and exciting. No sooner
would the harness be fastened than the bull would start to run wild and throw
the men in all directions. In a short time nearly all of the contestants were in
the race, and many exciting moments were experienced. One of the Teller men
lassoed perhaps the largest and wildest bull in the whole herd, and he found him-
self unable to drive this deer at all, so he threw the deer alongside his sled,
which he tipped on edge, and rolled Mr. Bull in, tied him down, and started up
the river pulling the sled, while the spectators shrieked with laughter. Others
dragged their deer a short distance at a time, held them down while they got
their wind, and then proceeded. Of course, when the line up the river was
reached it was only necessary to turn the deer around and he would start at
breakneck speed for the herd stationed just back of the finishing line, and some
very speedy wild rides were had on the way back. Many of the spectators
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wondered why Tautuk had a parki thrown over the handlebars of his sled,
also why a long line was fastened onto the front part for apparently no spbecial
1eason. Perhaps native shrewdness was displayed in this special case more than
in any other event. After harnessing the wild bulls, they would try to run from
the man trying to lead him (for it was impossible to drive him from the sled),
pulling back on the line or running in a circle, apparently paying no atten-
tion to the sled fastened to a long line behind him. When Tautuk’s bull jumped
up, after being harnessed, Tautuk stood at least 50 feet to one side and the
sled was directly behind the deer. As the sled was closer than Tautuk, he
noticed it and when a short pull was given to the line on the sled, the parki
moved with it, and the bull started up the river, with Tautuk running way out
to one side, a line on the bull and one on the sled. He was the only contestant
who did not drag or force his deer to go, driving him the whole distance and
winning the race. Tautuk, Nome, first prize; time, 19 minutes 35 seconds.
Kapak, Igloo, second prize; time, 21 minutes 14 seconds.

Single deer pulling heavy load. Four entries. Load to consist of sand, and
deer to start it on the level snow and pull it 200 yards.

As a deer had never been tested as to the amount that it could pull, the men
all loaded their sleds too light. The load was increased to 1,660 pounds. Three
of the four entries pulled this load.

Thursday evening discussions were had relative to the events of the day and
reindeer in general. At the opening of the fair the men were reluctant to give
their opinions, but by this time their timidity had worn off. and many excellent
extemporaneous speeches were given.

Four-deer race; 5 miles, Friday, 11 a. m. There was much speculation as to
the outcome of this event, for it had never been tried before. When the four
entries were lined up, four deer to each sled, driven double, it appeared as if it
would be impossible for the men to keep their deer from entangling, but when
the signal to go was given the teams started up the river in good order. When
the teams returned, running at a good speed, not a deer cut of position or in
any way tangled up, a rousing cheer greeted them. Tom Akloowak, Igloo, first
prize; time, 23 minutes 50 seconds. Fred Thomas, Deering, second prize; time,
27 minutes 45 seconds. Morfie, Council, third prize; time, 31 minutes 29 seconds.
Amuktoolik, Nome, fourth prize; time, 47 minutes 53 seconds.

Two-deer race; 11 miles, Friday, 1 p. m. Twelve entries over a circular trail.
As there was no way of accurately measuring this course, the distance was gone
over several times and judged to be approximately 11 miles. The same was
done on the other tracks or trails, for there was nothing to designate the track,
excepting a plece of brush stuck into the snow about every 100 yards. The
home stretch of a half mile, being on the river and wide enough for all entries to
come in at one time, proved to be an ideal one. The teams were started at
intervals ‘of one minute, and as the winners passed many teams, their “ deerman-
ship” was proven, for it takes a skilled driver to pass a deer team on a single
track. Oquillook, Igloo, first prize; time, 40 minutes 57 seconds. Allakeak,
Shishmaref, second prize ; time, 44 minutes 43 seconds. Okok Thomas, Deering,
third prize; time, 44 minutes 55 seconds.

In this race 10 of the contestants made the 11 miles in less than 50 minutes,
establishing & new record for driving two deer. This should promote the driving
of deer teams, instead of the method now in use of driving one deer and leading
another. This method requires a little more skill, but it does away with the
rear sled, which is generally loaded with supplies that could be put on the same
sled as the driver. The deer seem to make better time when hitched together,
und they do not try to wander from the trail as much as when driven singly.
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Friday evening, 7.30 p. m. Fur clothing exhibit. Eight complete outfits con-
sisting’ of parki, pants, mukluks, mittens, and sleeping bag, all made of deer-
skin with deerskin trimmings. The judges were the best fur sewers that could
be found, and the three Eskimo women, in charge of Miss Brevig, were impar-
tial in their decisions, judging by the length of the stitches, the tying of the
threads, the tanning of the skins, the length and firmness of the hair. Oquil-
1ook, of Igloo, won first prize. This outfit was made by Mary, whom Igloo was
named after. It was not the finest appearing outfit, but the material and work-,
manship were considered to be the best and was unanimously chosen by the
judges. Allakeak, of Shishmaref, and Karmun, of Deering, were tied for second
place; Tautuk, of Nome, and Sinnok, of Shishmaref, were tied for third place.
Luke and Abloowallook, of Igloo, and Okok Thomas, of Deering, had beautiful
outfits and deserve honorable mention.

Saturday, sled-lashing contest. We had been blessed with clear, cold weather,
and very little wind, until the last day of the fair. Saturday morning the wind
commenced to blow, and there was a little sharp snow in the air, and the
mercury registered around 30 below zero. Fortunately the wind and snow did
not immediately increase, and we were able to have a few of our remaining
events before it became necessary to break camp and leave for Mary’s Igloo.

The difficulties under which the contestants in the sled-lashing contest labored
may be imagined. It was impossible to remove the mittens, for the fingers
would freeze in a few seconds, and if they came into contact with any metal
they would adhere immediately. Working under these conditions some very
good records were made. Each sled was loaded with a stove, grub box, clothing
sack, and sleeping bag. These had to be wrapped and covered so that snow
could not enter; outside of the canvas cover, under the lashing where they
could be gotten at readily, were a rifle and snowshoes. The same load was
used for each sled, and the only contestants considered in this exhibition were
those whose loads withstood the rough and thorough tests of the judges, which
consisted of rolling the sled over and over, backward and forward, several times.
If the load was then in good condition and snow proof, the man’'s time was
taken. Harry Karmun, Deering, first prize; time, 2 minutes 24 seconds. Fred
Mosquito, Igloo, second prize; time, 2 minutes 31 seconds. Harry Karmun used
only one rope, which he had fastened to the back of his sled: all the other con-
testants used two.

While the sled-lashing contest was on, the men were getting their deer
ready for the 11-mile race, which seemed to be the big race of the fair, deer
being held out of other events and saved for this one event.

Saturday, 11 a. m. Eleven-mile race, one deep, start in three squads at i

8-minute intervals; 17 entries. Kapak, Igloo, first; time, 41 minutes 33 sec-
onds. Morfle, Council, second prize; time, 41 minutes 35 seconds. Allakeak,
Shishmaref, third; time, 41 minutes 36 seconds. Amuktoolik, Nome, fourth;
time, 41 minutes 364 seconds.

A very generous spirit was shown in this race by one of the delegates.
Having won several ribbons and his brother none, he turned over his pet
racing deer to him, which had not been entered in any other event during the
fair and had run loose all the way en route and was in first-class condition.
As he was familiar with this pet deer, everyone felt that he could have driven
a winning race, whereas his brother lost by 3% seconds.

As it was still snowing a little and the wind was increasing, it was de.” °
that the other events—steeplechase, with burden consisting of two trs”
over very rough course, and the parade—could not be held. We broke c:z..;),
spending the evening, as well as the following Sunday and Monday, distributing
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prizes and discussing reindeer and all subjects pertaining to the welfare of the
Eskimos.

John Anakartuk, Teller, was given a fountain pen by Supt. Shields for his
services as interpreter. Several of the young men assisted as interpreters, but
Anakartuk worked almost continually and did his work exceptionally well.

Sunday and Monday, Government school, Igloo. Lack of space and the
inability of the interpreters to interpret all of the native speeches, make it
impossible to give more than an idea of what was said. Supt. Shields talked
for two hours on the reindeer enterprise, showing by statistics what had been
done in each herd on Seward Peninsula. As he showed the increase, decrease,
per cent of females fawning, number of bulls, and other statistics of each
herd, the delegates and owners of that herd would show added interest, and
after Supt. Shields had closed, they would state why results had not been
as good as they should, and then would mention some plan for the coming
year. These plans will be tried out and the results given at the next fair.

Speeches were also made by Rev. T. L. Brevig, Mr. Hunnicutt, Mr. Rep-
logle, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Lomen, and all of the delegates. The natives were
very much pleased to hear from Mr. Lomen that his company would not sell
meat at the local markets, but intended to establish a demand for it in the
States. Mr. Brevig said that in his opinion bulls should not be over 4 years
of age for best results. Mr. Replogle showed how cooperation and kindness
among the men of a reindeer community would show in the care that each
would take of the others’ deer. They should work for the good of all and
forget their grievances. Mr. Hunnicutt and Mr. Johnson, as did the others,
brought out many pertinent matters, showing how the men could profit by what
they had learned at the fair, advising them to choose their own committees,
make rules, decide on number of bulls, what to pay apprentices, etc.

The Eskimo delegates, in closing, mentioned some of the things that they
had learned at the fair. One said, “I feel as if I had been in a big sleep and
was just waking up.” Another, “ We'll be in the ring next year.,” All ex-
pressed their appreciation for what had been done.

Delegates taking part in the Igloo fair: Council: Simon Mukpeadelook,
Morfle. Deering : Okok Thomas, Wheeler Douglas, Frank Wells, Harry Karmun,
Leonard Pooto. Shishmaref: John Sinnok, Allakeak. Igloo: Oquillook, Abloo-
wallok, Luke, Tuck, Issuwenock. Nome: Tautuk, Amuktoolik. Teller: Emak-
leena, Aseearenna, Anakartuk.

Natives from many villages on Seward Peninsula were present and took a
great interest in the fair. Some of the best workmanship exhibited was that
of the visiting natives. All took a hand and helped make the fair a success.
Several white people visited the fair and were agreeably surprised. The fol-
lowing is a list of the prizes, the donors, and the winners: Meat saw, Pacific
Coast Storage Co., Igloo delegates; rifle and two boxes cartridges, Independent
Meat Market, Jack Kowmok; heavy lasso, Darling & Dean Co., Simon Muk-
peadelook ; butcher knife, Darling & Dean Co., Tautuk; tool knife, Chester,
Chinik, Morfie; Ingersoll watch, Chester, Chinik, Harry Karmun; match safe,
Chester, Chinik, Fred Mosquito; Gem razor, Butler, Mauro Co., Topkok Oquil-
look ; box 30-30 cartridges, G. P. Goggin, Okok Thomas; box 30-30 cartridges,
Carleton Hardware Co., Okok Thomas; box 30-30 cartridges, Carleton Hard-
ware Co., Jim Eyak; thermos bottle, Lomen & Co., Abloowallok; fountain pen,
Lomen Bros., Wheeler Douglas; pair wool gloves, Nonpareil Store, Tautuk;
pair gloves, McLain,” Hot Springs, John Sinnok; pair gloves, McLain, Hot
Springs, Harry Karmun; muffler, McLain, Hot Springs, Allakeak., Carl Lomen

© 63306°—17—6
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donated a compass, which was won by Fred Thomas. Supt. Shields donated
a compass, which was won by Okok Thomas.

On Sunday, January 17, the Igloo delegates left for their herds, which are
scattered within a radius of 20 miles of Igloo. Of course the leave-taking was
prolonged, for the delegates from other districts were still at Igloo awaiting the
moderation of the weather. Toward evening the wind died down, the mountains
in the distance became visible, and plans were made for leaving in the morn-
ing. The Igloo boys left for their herds singing *“Igloo’s in the ring, boys,”
and “ Meet me at the fair.”

On Monday, January 18, at 10 a. m,, in company with Rev. T. L. Brevig and
the Teller delegates, we left Igloo for the Teller mission herd on the Ageeapuk
River. The only accident occurring during the fair happened while on the
trail. One of the Teller boys in stopping his sled was suddenly struck near
the eye by the horn of his deer, recelving a very nasty wound, injuring the
eyeball. Fortunately, Supt. Shields had bandages with him and the wound was
dressed. A dog team which happened to be passing was hailed and the man
was sent direct to Teller mission, where he could be cared for by Miss Kenly, who
had started earlier in the morning with Miss Brevig. He arrived at the mis-

" sion the next day and received professional aid, which undoubtedly saved his

sight, and when we arrived there two days later he was recovering his sight
and the swelling in the eyeball had disappeared.

We arrived at the mission herd at 7.30 p. m. In the evening talks were had
with the reindeer men at the camp. The next day, Tuesday, we visited the herd
and sled deer were caught for some of the boys who were to accompany us to
Teller mission. We left camp at 4.30 p. m. and arrived at Segewana’s cabin, on
Grantley Harbor, at 8 p. m., where we spent the night, 13 people in one small
room. Leaving this cabin at 9.30 the following morning, we reaphed Teller
mission at 12.30 p. m. Thursday and Friday the school and mission were vis-
ited and plans were made for the year’s work for school, mission, and herd.

Saturday, Janunry‘23, Supt. Shields and Miss Harriet Kenly left for Wales,
accompanied by two guides, Supt. Shields en route on his northern trip and
Miss Kenly on a professional visit to the cape, where she remained a week, and
then returned to Nome by means of a dog team.

Shortly after the northern-bound party left, Mr. Lomen and Mr. Johnson,
accompanied by Tautuk, left for Nome via Teller, Gold Run, and Sinuk. The
weather moderated, and Sunday evening a heavy rain commenced to fall,
which made it exceedingly difficult and unpleasant to travel dressed in furs.
The trail was greatly improved by the mercury dropping and the snow freez-
ing solid; but this made it impossible for the deer to feed, and when we
arrived at Sinuk on Sunday at 9.30 p. m. our deer were almost played out.

The Simuk school was visited Monday morning, after which we left for Nome,
After traveling about 10 miles a place was found where the deer could get a
little moss, and we left Tautuk here with the deer for the night. Walking in,
we reached Nome at 8 p. m., and Tautuk came in with the deer the following

morning.

SECTION 5.—RECENT ACTS OF THE ALASKA TERRI-
TORIAL LEGISLATURE OF IMPORTANCE TO THE
NATIVES OF ALASKA.

AN ACT To define and establish the political status of certain native Indians within
the Territory of Alaska.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Territory of Alaska:
SectioNn 1. Every native Indian born within the limits of the Territory of
Alaska, and who has severed all tribal relationship and adopted the habits of a
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civilizéd life in accordance with section 6, chapter 119, 24 Statutes at Large, 390,
may, after the passage and approval of this act, have the fact of his citizen-
ship definitely established by complying with the terms hereafter set forth.
SEc. 2. Every native Indian of the Territory of Alaska who shall desire a
certificate of his citizenship shall first make application to a United States
Government, Territorial, or municipal school, and shall be subjected to an
examination by a majority of the teachers of such school as to his or her
qualifications and claims for citizenship. Such examination shall broadly
cover the general qualifications of the applicant as to an intelligent exercise
of the obligations of suffrage, a total abandonment of any tribal customs or
relationship, and the facts regarding the applicant’s adoption of the habits
of a civilized life.
Sec. 3. Any native Indian of the Territory of Alaska who shall obtain a
certificate in accordance with section 2 of this aé¢t, which certificate shall set
forth that a proper examination has been duly held and the applicant found
to have abandoned all tribal customs and relationship, to have adopted the
ways and habits of a civilized life, and to be properly qualified to]ntelllgently
exercise the obligations of an elector in the Territory of Alaska, shall there-
upon obtain an indorsement upon said certificate by at least five white citi-
zens of the United States who have been permanent residents of Alaska for
at least one year, who were not members of the examining board as provided
i In section 2, to the effect that such citizens have been peérsonally acquainted
with the life and habits of such Indian for a period of at least one year and
that in their best judgment such Indian has abandoned all tribal customs and
relationship, has adopted the ways and habits of a civilized life, and is duly
qualified to exercise the rights, privileges, and obligations of citizenship.

Sec. 4. Upon securing such certificate, as provided by sections 2 and 3 of
this act, properly signed in ink, the applicant shall forward the same, together
with an oath duly acknowledged to the effect that such applicant forever re-
nounces all tribal customs and relationships, to the United States district
court for the division in which the applicant resides, praying for the granting
of a certificate of citizenship.
. SEc. 5. Upon receiving such application the judge of the district court shall
set a day of hearing on such application which shall not be less than 60 days
from the date of receipt of such application, whereupon the clerk of the dis-
trict court shall post a notice in his office containing the name of the applicant
and the facts set forth in his application, and the date set for the hearing
upon the application, and shall immediately forward a copy of such notice to
the applicant, wWhereupon the applicant shall post such notice or a copy
thereof in a conspicuous place at the post-office nearest to his or her residence.

SEc. 6. Upon approval of such application by the judge of the United States
district court for the division in which the applicant resides, the said judge
shall issue a certificate certifying that due proof has been made to him that
the said applicant is “an Indian born within the Territorial limits of the
United States, and that he has voluntarily taken up, within said limits, his
residence separate and apart from any tribe of Indians therein, and has adopted
the habits of civilized life.” Sald certificate, when presented in court or
otherwise, shall be taken and considered as prima facle evidence of the truth
of the statements therein contained.

Approved, April 27, 1915.
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AN ACT To provide for local self-government in certain native villages in the Ter-
ritory of Alaska.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Territory of Alaska:

SectioN 1. That any village in the Territory of Alaska, whose inhabitants
are members, or descendants of members, of the Thlinget, Tsimpsean, or Hydah
Indian Tribes, or other native tribes of Alaska, having not less than 40 perma-
nent inhabitants above the age of 21 years, may form a self-governing village
organization for the purpose of governing certain local affairs, as hereinafter
described and in the manner hereinafter provided.

. SEc. 2. A petition praying for such village organization shall first be presented
to the commissioner, ex officio probate judge, for the recording district in which
such village is situated, which petition shall be signed by at least 15 adult mem-
bers or descendants of members of said Thlinget, Tsimpsean, or Hydah Indian
Tribes, or other native tribes of Alaska, who are bona fide residents of such
village, and shall specify the boundaries and the number of inhabitants of the
proposed organized village and shall specify the name by which such village is
to be known, and such other facts as may tend to show good grounds for such
organization. The commissioner, ex officlo probate judge, shall thereupon fix
a time and place for considering said petition, which time shall not be less
than 15 nor more than 30 days after the date of such order. At the time and
place fixed for considering said petition, the commissioner, ex officio probate
judge, shall give a reasonable hearing to those who are in favor of, and those
who are opposed to the same, and if he is satisfied that it is to the best inter-
ests and welfare of such village to be so organized, he shall, by an order, so
judge; and he may, by the order, change or modify the proposed boundaries,
which shall in no case embrace more than 640 acres. He shall also, by said order,
designate the name and the boundaries of the proposed organized village, and
the time and place, when and where, an election shall be held to determine
whether the people of the village desire to be so organized; and he shall also,
by said order, appoint three qualified residents of such village to act as judges
of such election. A copy of said order shall be posted at three public places
within the limits of the proposed organized village, at least 15 days prior to
the day of election, and such posting shall be deemed a sufficient notice of
such election. In case said commissioner, ex officlo probate judge, shall refuse
to consider such petition, or after considering the same, shall refuse to make
such order, or any order hereinafter provided for, the said petitioners may
appeal from such action by the commissioner to the judge of the district
court for the division in which said village 18 situated, in the manner provided
by law for appeals from justice’s courts.

SEc. 8. That the qualifications of an elector hereunder shall be as follows:
He or she shall be a member, or descendant of members, of the Thlinget, Tsimp-
sean, or Hydah people, or people belonging to other Alaska Indian tribes, and
shall be over 21 years of age, and shall have resided within the limits of the
village proposed to be organized for a period of six months.

SEc. 4. That said election shall be by written or printed ballot in the follow-
ing form:

“For organization of the village (name of village proposed to be or-
ganized) ( ).

“Against the organization of the village of (name of village proposed to
be organized) ( ).”
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At the same election by separate ballot, 12 of the said members of the vil-
lage shall be elected as councilmen and said council shall have the following
powers:

To make rules and regulations for the conduct of its own proceedings;

To elect from its membership a mayor, a secretary, a municipal magistrate
and a treasurer, all of whom shall serve without pay; and to prescribe their
duties and the rules by which they shall be governed ;

To pass such ordinances for the government of the village as shall not be in
conflict with Federal or Territorial laws, and shall pass ordinances to prevent
the practice of witcheraft;

To levy and collect a poll tax not exceeding $3 per annum on all able-bodied
male residents above 21 and under 50 years of age;

To levy and collect a tax on dogs, and a general tax not to exceed 1 per cent
per annum on assessed valuation of houses, boats, and canoes (but all house-
hold goods shall be exempt from taxation) ;

To appoint constables and prescribe powers and duties as it may deem
necessary ; .

To provide for the punishment of any violation of its ordinances by fine
or imprisonment in the village jail or both such fine and imprisonment, but no
such fine shall exceed $20, nor any such imprisonment five days;

To provide for necessary street improvements, water supply, fire protection,
lights, public health, and relief of destitution and indigents;

To fill vacancies in the council until the time of next election, and to pro-
vide rules and regulations governing place and conditions of the annual elec-
tion : Provided, That public notice of said election shall be given at least 10
days prior to such election.

The commissioners, ex officio probate judges, shall for acts rendered in pur-
suance of this act receive the same fees and commissions as are prescribed for
similar services when acting as probate judges.

Approved, April 21, 1915.
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REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE BUREAU OF EDU-
CATION FOR THE NATIVES OF ALASKA, 1915-16.

PART I.—-GENERAL SUMMARY.

During the year the field force of the Bureau of Education in
Alaska consisted of 4 superintendents, 1 acting superintendent, 102
teachers, 6 physicians, and 8 nurses. Seventy schools were main-
tained, with an enrollment of 3,665 and an average attendance of
2,154,

Lonspicuous among the activities of the Bureau of Education in
Alaska during the year has been the endeavor to aid the unique
coloniy at Metlakatla, on Annette Island.

In August, 1887, William Duncan, an independent missionary
working among the Tsimpsean Indians of British Columbia, brought
to the Annette Islands, in the southeastern part of Alaska, a colony
of between 800 and 1,000 of these Indians from the old town of
Metlakatla, in British Columbia. By act of March 3,1891 (26 Stat. L.,
1101), Congress set apart Annette Islands for the use and occupancy
of these Indians under such rules and regulations and subject to such
restrictions as might be prescribed from time to time by the Secretary
of the Interior.

TUnder the leadership of Mr. Duncan, this colony made rapid
progress. The heads of families of the colony built good homes on
lots set apart for them; a large church, a schoolhouse, and other
public buildings were erected. A salmon cannery and a sawmill
were established, first through the cooperation of Mr. Duncan, the
Indians, and philanthropic persons in the United States; later, Mr.
Duncan bought the interests of these persons and of the natives and
operated the cannery and the sawmill as his personal property, em-
ploying native labor.

During recent years the cannery and sawmill have not been oper-
ated. Since these industries closed, the Indians have no means of
making a living on the island and have had to go elsewhere for em-
ployment, and the colony was rapidly deteriorating. Three years
ago the Government established in the village of Metlakatla a
school which it now maintains with five teachers. In order to give
the Metlakatlans an opportunity for self-support on the island,
it was decided last winter to put the cannery and the sawmill again

5
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in operation. To this end the cannery building was leased for a
term of five years, beginning April 1, 1916, to a cannery operator
of Seattle, Wash., on terms which it was estimated would produce
an annual income of $7,500 for the village, give employment to a
large percentage of the inhabitants, and enable the natives at the
end of the period of the lease to purchase all of the lessee’s interests
and to operate the cannery themselves under the direction of the
Federal Government.

On May 17, while necessary repairs on the building were being
made by the lessee and while he was awaiting the arrival of new
machinery, the cannery building was completely destroyed by fire,
as were also the warehouse and a portion of the wharf. Because of
this loss by fire the lease is rendered ineffective. The natives are
again without any means of support on the island, nor is there any
way of providing for such support until the cannery can be replaced
and the sawmill repaired. There is also pressing need for the repair
of the pipe line which brings water from a mountain lake to the
village and without which there is no adequate supply of water either
for drinking or for protection against fire.

In this emergency an earnest, but unsuccessful, effort was made to
secure from Congress a reimbursable fund of $25000 for the en-
couragement of industries among the natives of Alaska, which would
have been used first for the rebuilding of the cannery, the repairing
of the sawmill and. the pipe line at Metlakatla, and for assisting the
natives in the operation of these industries.

In addition to rendering possible the rehabilitation of the Metla-
katla colony, the granting of this reimbursable fund would enable
the bureau to repeat in many parts of Alaska the success which has
attended the industrial enterprises at Hydaburg in southeast Alaska.

In 1911 the natives of two villages in southeast Alaska migrated
to a site selected on account of its advantages with regard to hunting
and fishing, where they founded a village named Hydaburg. Under
the supervision of the teacher of the United States public school,
a cooperative company of the natives was organized to transact the
mercantile business of the settlement and to operate a sawmill, the
machinery for which was sent them by the Bureau of Education at
a cost of $2,200. The Hydaburg people have turned a dense forest
into a thriving town with a busy wharf, a sawmill that turns out
good lumber for them at a cost of $10 a thousand, neat single-family
homes instead of the communal houses of their old villages, a long
boarded street of which they are proud as the finest in Alaska, and
a cooperative store which the first year made a clear profit of 125
per cent, paying a cash dividend of 50 per cent and adding 75 per
cent to the capital stock. The cooperative company was started with
a capital of about $2,000, and within four years it has distributed
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$12,727.58 in dividends. The Hydaburg people have been able to
keep their money in the village, which is prosperous and independent.
The cooperative company has repaid to the Government $2,200, the
cost of the machinery in the sawmill, which has been covered into
the United States Treasury. Had this amount been expended from
a reimbursable fund instead of from the annual appropriation, it
could have been used by the bureau in creating industries in other
villages.

. In order to protect the natives from those traders who charge
exorbitant prices for food and clothing and pay as little as possible
for native products, the bureau fosters cooperative stores owned and
managed by the natives, under the supervision of the teachers. The
most successful of these stores is the one at Hydaburg; other stores
are in operation at Klawock and Klukwan, in southeastern Alaska,
on Atka Island, in the Aleutian Chain, and on St. Lawrence Island,
in Bering Sea. These enterprises have been aided by the policy of
securing by Executive order reservation for the exclusive use of the
natives of tracts of land within which they are conducted.

Eskimos on the shores of Bering Sea and the Arctic Ocean have
until within recent years had to dispose of their furs and other
valuable commodities to the local trader. Now many packages of
valuable furs, ivory, and whalebone are sent by parcel post to the
Alaska Division of the Bureau of Education at Seattle, which sells
the furs for the natives at auction to the highest bidder. The total
of such sales since July 1, 1913, is $25,070.51. With this money the
Seattle office of the Alaska Division purchases at wholesale rates, in
accordance with the requests of the natives, food supplies, clothing,
lumber, and household goods, which are carried to their destination
by the vessel making annual delivery of supplies to the settlements
along the Arctic coast.

As the result of efforts continued during several years, Congress
granted $25,000 to provide for the medical relief of the natives of
Alaska during the fiscal year 1915-16; in addition, $18,733.98 of the
appropriation for education of natives of Alaska was used for that
purpose, making a total of $43,733.98 for medical relief during the
year. A hospital in which indigent natives receive free treatment
was established in Juneau at a cost of $14,215 for erection and equip-
ment; six physicians and eight nurses were employed; the small
hospitals at Nulato, Kotzebue, and Kanakanak were continued;
payments were made for the treatment of natives in hospitals and
by physicians in several of the Alaskan towns upon the request of
superintendents or teachers; and, as heretofore, all teachers were
supplied with medicines for use in relieving minor ailments,
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THE REINDEER SERVICE.

The reports from the reindeer stations for the fiscal year ended
June 80, 1916, show a total of 82,151 reindeer, distributed among
85 herds. Of the 82,151 reindeer, 56,045, or 68 per cent, were owned
by 1,293 natives; 3,390, or 4 per cent, were owned by the United
States; 5,186, or 6 per cent, were owned by missions; and 17,530, or
22 per cent, were owned by Lapps and others. The total income
of the natives from the reindeer industry during the fiscal year,
exclusive of the meat and hides used by the natives themselves, was
$130,895. The total, 82,151, is a net increase of 17 per cent during
the fiscal year, notwithstanding the fact that about 13,000 reindeer
were killed for meat and skins during the year.

Within less than a generation the Eskimos throughout northern
and western Alaska have been advanced through one entire stage of
civilization, from making their living by the precarious method of
hunting and fishing to the pastoral stage in which by their own in-
dustry they provided against want. However, there is still need for
the extension of the industry on the Aleutian Islands, and especially
in the delta country between the Yukon and Kuskokwim Rivers,
where hundreds of natives are hvmg in abject poverty, unreached by
civilizing influences.

A recent feature of the reindeer enterprise is the holding of fairs
or conventions, the object of which is, by the interchange of expe-
riences and by competition, to increase the interest and efficiency of
those engaged in the industry. Great enthusiasm was shown by the
large delegations attending the four conventions which were held
during the past winter. Activities in connection with the reindeer
industry, such as lassoing, driving, herding, pasturing, and butcher-
ing were discussed. There were also races of various descriptions
and target contests. Prizes were given for the best exhibits of har-
ness, sleds, fur clothing, snowshoes, and other paraphernalia con-
nected with the industry.

LIST OF PERSONS IN THE ALASKA SCHOOL SERVICE, 1915-16.

William T. Lopp, superintendent of education of natives of Alaska and chiet
of the Alaska Division, Washington.

EMPLOYEES IN THE WASHINGTON OFFICE.
William Hamilton, Acting Chief of the Alaska Division, Pennsylvania.

David E. Thomas, accountant, Massachusetts.
James O. Williams, clerk, Illinois.
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A. WINTER TRAVEL. SUPERINTENDENT NORTHWESTERN DISTRICT
COOKING OVER ALCOHOL STOVE.

B. SUPERINTENDENT AND PHYSICIAN STORM BOUND IN ESKIMO HUT.
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EMPLOYEES IN THE SUPPLY AND DISBURSING OFFICE, SEATTLE.

Harry C. Sinclair, supply agent, Washington.
Alexander H. Quarles, special disbursing agent, Georgia.
Chauncy C. Bestor, assistant supply agent, Washington.
Julius C. Helwig, clerk and stenographer, Indiana.

EMPLOYEES IN ALASKA.
Digtrict superintendents of schools.

William G. Beattie, southeastern district, Juneau.
George E. Boulter, upper Yukon district, Tanana,
Henry O. Schaleben, southwestern district, Seward.

Superintendent and special disbursing agent in the morthwestern district of
Alaska.

‘Walter C. Shields, Nome.
Walter H. Johnson, acting superintendent of the western district of Alaska,
St. Michael.

Physicians.

Emil Krulish, M. D., Public Health Service, on special detail.

Henry O. Schaleben, M. D., superintendent southwestern district, Seward.
Edgar O. Campbell, M. D., Sitka.

Linus H. French, M. D., Kanakanak.

Frank W. Lamb, M. D., Nulato.

Daniel S. Neuman, M. D., Nome.

H. N. T. Nichols, M. D., Kotzebue.

John W. Reed, M. D., Russian Mission and Mountain Village.

Nurses and teachers of sanitation.

Thomas R. Glass, Kanakanak, from September 1, 1915.

Mrs. Edith 1. Glass, Kanakanak, from September 1, 1915.

Mrs, Carrie W. Lamb, Nulato.

Mrs. Louise McConnel Nichols, Kotzebue, to September 20, 1915.

Mrs. Lucia Petrie, St. Michael, July 1 to August 15; and April 17 to June 30.
Miss Mamie Conley, Juneau Hospital, from April 10, 1916.

Miss Frances V. Dwyer, Juneau Hospital, from April 27, 1916.

Miss Rhoda A. Ray, Juneau Hospital, from May 28, 1916.



10 WORK OF THE BUREAU OF EDUCATION FOR ALASKA.

Teachers and achool attendance, 1915-76.

NORTHWESTERN DISTRICT—ARCTIC OCEAN AND BERING SEA REGIONS A8 FAR
SOUTH A8 THE KOYUK RIVER, INCLUDING 8T. LAWRENCE ISLAND.

Aver-
. Months
Schools, Teachers. Appointed from—| ﬁyd Enroll- teacher

WESTERN DISTRICT—BERING SEA REGION BETWEEN KOY'Uﬁ RIVER AND CAPE
. NEWENHAM.

Miss Eva Rock.
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UPPER YUKON DISTRICT—VALLEYS OF THE YUKON AND ITS8 TRIBUTARIES
BETWEEN 141° AND 157°.

Appointed A%?- Enroll- thhcmm
n

Schools. Teachers.  Lone Gally |'ment. | “em-

anoe ployed.

Mrs. ElaE. Eby....c.cccoceennnnnn. Alaska 15 2 12

Miss Lulu Graves.... . . 8 10 12

Miss 28 [ 8

..... ol isl s

21 35 9

4 15 [

8| 165 |...... .

SOUTHWESTERN DISTRICT—BERING SEA REGION SOUTH OF CAPE NEWENHAM
AND NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION WEST OF 141°

s S
harles D. Jones
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Ezpenditures from the appropriation for * Education of natives of Alaska,

1915-16.”

Appropriation $200, 000. 00
Salaries in Alaska —— $98, 915. 82
Equipment and supplies_____________________________ 18, 815. 26
Fuel and light : 21, 857. 32
Local expenses ___ 1, 655. 93
‘Repairs and rent ___ — 5,912.65
Buildings___________________ . '10, 975. 50
Medical relief . —— 18, 999. 19
Destitution .________________________________ . 1,679. 96
Commissioner’s office salarles_______________________ ~  4,980.00
Seattle office salaries________________________________ 7,776. 00
Commissioner’s office expenses_______________________ 263. 76
Seattle office expenses. 655. 74
Traveling expenses 7,445.36
Contingencies. — 67.51

Total ——— 200, 000. 00

Ezpenditures from the appropriation for *“ Reindeer for Alaska, 1916.”

Appropriation $5, 000. 00
Salaries of chief herders________________ $400. 00
Supplies S 4, 598. 86

Contingencies - ——e 1.14

Total 5, 000. 00




*juemryrede(q Jorajuy o) wolj 18970ad Jopun uossTwr 043 Aq ‘00 B TOWO’T 03 POLIgJSUBLY, *poIsm 183 somn3y T8 ‘poAjecal s310dol oN
m *pejsunyyse A13red sedn3y ¢j10del ojejdwoou] ¢ ooue)lIoyuy J0 eseqond Aq ¢

........ . Oﬂaﬁ -..‘-..n.n..uu.....-.o.o-n.‘-.'-.”.n-nq... “-@oawzsg

Q nﬂaﬁ ...................... D R ~°28~MH

4 FIOL |werrrrremrremememee e . .......n.oZS_wa

zt e R A ot 1

o1 208 |-srrrreeeree e e ........o 0o[3]

M e T . 80 Aof

14 b et aaeaaaeaan .hcm.s oo

N §ﬂ ................ Aeeeacasecacsnscsarasone - uohcm w30ﬂ§u

¥ PIGL |“woomtototnntenemttC (HABINFWG) § TON BAOS[oD

H ZOBT [ormnrrenseenseense e SRS o gra0S 0D

...... .. et iaaeaaaen ---% g 0N upAO[0D

............................ “cg 333:5 1 "ON ujA0[0D

| rmveonaesaanTaen AR ARRARRRAREAARS

>

"

<

=

= 8 ‘ON [oq3ed

= £ ‘0N [0Ug

7 9 ‘ON [eU108

= u.oz_oﬁgm
¥ ‘ON [0q10g

P g oN [oulod

3]

2

JOORNN! MUSROR! Ul iy "1 S TN B < I S OSSR RN St

‘300p | ‘10q 18q |
-upey | -mmN WON | . j00p
-upPy ‘poumo
. Jo3p . *J33p ‘pioq N
- _ EA 1k .
N uops | ARt | S0P SPIOY Pue SUOMEIg
-seopyueaddy reIUMQ SR | -s0p | rerog,
.mo>=§z
] 1 t ]

*8p4DY PUD SUONDIS—II—SIGL ‘DOUUUIIE UODDPUIIL DYSD]Y :



WORK OF THE BUREAU OF EDUCABION FOR ALASKA.

16

QINOogY) T "ON BUWSBI
00t « e sy 8 Mﬁs A e
oo Z o | % % "ON AN®I03]
bt b3 stpr [or |9 |ser |g@  leeeeeeeloeeeeeeo] pep |nrorociseoesssemeseseseeesieeeeneod : ‘ON AI[BI0[3]
00, €1 v |6 g oNooi3]
008 ¢ 3 9 |6 * 0N 00181
000 8 oFF ¥ M.wm wwﬂww
002 ‘T e 9 8 | a1
0057 ¢ %€ |01 | T o oopet
00L 9 628 |11 = SRR !
orL et |er | TIINIETY o sodoort
000°T ¢ It $09 ot - A8g 8MOUPOOH
009‘Te 6 oL, | 8I
000°Z L w_w T
009
00808 - ol o9 | or
¥O's 1€ 68g‘r | €1
008 'y o€ _.|¥8.....]. g......
000‘e 0L°T | g8
008 ¢ yoL |91
00¥ %z |9
009 ¢ 86 |81
0oL 8¢ |2
000 « e, |0
008 ¢ 90°T | 31 e e -
008 gle |1 MEEM § 0N 10190d
00T ‘1 662 1 L "ON o739
002 ¥9 |01 0) 9 "ON [ouled
000 |- et 000%g |oeeeeeclor | gp  |rrrreeee[rrreeese] et R moJ,) g "ON [eqjed
008 o8 |z nN) 5 'ON [01308
002 g |¢ 1) € 'ON [oqted
0091 e ¢ |1 ** 5 (UISeNN) § 'ON [oq10d
g1 088 |01 s (A8J0X8[00X V) T "ON 19309
00C ‘e 188 Sy |¥  |S8 [ F Tttt O QIBT [Tt Ttttrrttttomesssseseecccccecsessce un ‘ON Moireqd
000'F 6001 61 ¢ "ON moirsg
186°48 o861 29 S| RE Y| e8I 1 ON soLsd
.............................................................................................................................. ¢ SXIY

-goopy | 499D | ‘1eq | “100p | -10q
S -zeud | WPy | -wnN | -upey | -mnyN
ooy, | 241 | douto | "suOls |-pemren ooy Vaap” | R’ [ etor [ ore
“|N us SIR og b *§10UMO0 . .
n%aaq ey | T8I0l PUB SI0PIOE] , 'sdde .MM—M&_ *SpIoy pue suojy8lg
-—
seopjueaddy
‘010 ‘3uriydialy v’Jeepuyes .
‘389U JO 9[€S WIOJ) OWOJU] PoIS SOAIEN

HANQTOOOD

‘QUWOIUY PUD 8IDNUILUAAY—9[—CIG] ‘dINNLI8 4IIPUIIL DYSD]Y



17

GENERAL SUMMARY.

“peyewryyso Apred semdy (4s0does ejerdmoou] » ‘POISWISH ¢ *pejewy)so soIm3y [[8 ‘PeA[e0ed s310deIoN ¢ ‘18309 U} ppnIou]
968081 | 02% ‘16 | 00601 | 999°%z | 198 | LT | gv0‘0g | eeB‘T g1 | ez |48 L9 e R AT e ®I0L
e iy e (et pUSES] YeUWT T 8
L]
R e e A - L T D T D e e L et »
o 2
000°e 6L
000°¢ 8L
002 ‘1
009 ¢ w»
000 oL
00€, L
£33 ‘¢ oL
ik I L IO 2 P - -2 SR R OO )
%. ........ &
S«w %
oot | L. € (e e e e #
|l s A | R i i ]
8981 9
%».v e
gle  |ete foeeescltrestescleeeeelT o st |ttt %
8: 9¢ 198 6 1 19
208 ez ¥ |18 1 09
008y 61 7 20 I SR Ay 69
008 Te oI 7 e £ 8¢
009‘Te = ese |6l 3 9
00Le L ey ot 1 9%
e, g o= (% |} %
& £ 12 |2 |} g
TR 7O tatta sassss Rovesee o o |gg  fHed B : i
0081 91 w01 | a1 g - %
007 ¢ 4 e |¢ o L e |8
ot BBk [, IR |8
000°‘¢ 8T 180T | 8 g sresesesessssssssssececccecceciiecees **51 "ON 9NQqe510]
P 4 L2 H e erraanarnananarar——aaa] s .m..%.uusﬁow w
0% 9 m | % TN K NN K T ottontt oottnst 5L 1 SN IOSStsttosstoseoes s oeeeeeoset e s 'ON SUJTBALY | £F
pei & B B e L eee-t2-ON Guneary | 2
[
0002 ¢ oF 6T‘T [ce ¥ M.s»E aﬁozwa.oz sueAly | 1%
00S‘Te b seL |8 A T2 I SN Attt ROttt L LS OO NRRO JOATY Y3NOE) T ‘ON BUEAD] | OF
Pt 4 - I R e 1 e R e | o

740°—17—Bull. 32——2




18 WORK OF THE BUREAU OF EDUCATION FOR ALASKA,

Increase in reindeer service from 1907 to 1916.

1907 1916 1907 1918
Total natives owning reindeer..... 114 1,203 || Sled reindeer:
Herders and owners............... 57| 1148 Tratned...... [, PO I 4# 1,;3
Gowmmmt .......... 17 38 || Income ol natives from reindeer..| $7,753 | 901,430
............... 28 20 || To! from re .eee.-.| 89,563 [$130,805
Ap{mtieu of Lapps and other y s thgo otrehdeotowmdby— n .
b and ownen panacateas " ol Sovemnment....... ﬁ g
Total apprentices. .......... » 148 N 41 68
Reindeer owned by natives...... .| 6,408 | 56,048
Number of reindeer belonging to each class of owners in 1915-16.
Number of Per cent
reindeer. Inorease. Decrease. owned.
Per Per
W15 | 1916 |Number.i o0 |Number.| ... | 1915 | 1916
..... 3
Per cent of an-
n .
Balanoe | poyns f1nfport Total in
Years. pg&mm surviv- romd{ ‘“.l'l""’d herd Net (sinoe
year. ing. Siberia. akins, June 30, By -
fawns. | ta on)
1892. .. ciciieciicninicnccccacncnce]onccannaan . 28 M3........
P 143 23 323
1804, . e iiiiiiiiieiiieiaenaes 323 96 492 45
1808.ccccneiceaiiniieieceannnand] 492 148 743
1808, . ccevnerninieeinicienannnnn. 743 © 100 1,000 48
1807. e etciiieeiiiieiiieaaean. 1,000 1334 1,132 46 |.coce.....
1808, .. eiiieniiniiecienanens 1,133 185 1,733 [ 3 P
1890 . oo eeeeeeanaa 1,733 200 2,304 87 |eceennans
1900. 2,304 487 2,692 32|...... cone
1901. 3,602 538 | 3,464 4l |.o.ocoeenn
1902. 3,464 353 4,795 48 |eenennn...
1003. 4,795 390 6,282 » 31
1904. 6,282 377 8,189 36 30
1905. 8,189 926 10,241 36 25
1906. 10,241 1,130 | 12,828 % 25
1007. .. 12,828 1,508 | 15,839 35 23
10083 . 15,830 1,033 19,322 b el a1
19093 . 19,322 2,84 | 22,015 33 18
19102 22,915 2,829 27,825 32 19
19113, , 325 3,192 33,620 35 3
19123 ..., , 629 6,407 388,476 3 14
10133.... 38,476 4,801 47,266 35 3
19143 .. 47,266 6,260 57,872 36 2
10153.. 57,872 8,651 70,243 » 21
19163.... 70, 13,208 82,151 » 17
L T DN IO 57,137 |.......... 840 2
1 246 killed in Barrow relief . tion.
:iamootthoﬂcumwmch upthmtohhmuﬂmud.
verage.
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Amounts appropriated, growth, and results of introduction of reindeer among
natives of Alaska.

Last 9
you{uw(zlm-ym 1908-|years (1908-| Total.

). 1916)

Appropriations. ............ . cecaee $133, 000 $09, 000 $80, 000 $313, 000

umber of herds established 9 7 69 85
Number of natives beoomlng owners of reindeer 68 56 1,160 1,293

verage cost to Governmen! 41,956 $1,768 $68 hdl
Number of rein: passing into native ownershi, 2,841 3,565 49,639 56,045
Vi tion 0f 88Me. ... .ccceieiennennienneaiennnns . $71,025 $30, 125 | 1,240,925 | $1,401,125
Income received by natives $4,500 | 815,500 | 450,887 | ~ $470,837
Number of Government reindeer at end of pedod ....... 2,47 4,684 3,300 3,390
Valuation of 88me. . .. .cccceuvieiennieneenneeenecennnnns $56,175 $117, 100 $84,750 $84,750

Wealth produced by introduction of reindeer in Alaska.

Valuation of 56,045 reindeer owned by natives in 1916, at $25 each_ $1, 401, 125

Total income of natives from reindeer, 1893-1916 470, 837
Valuation of 26,106 reindeer owned by missions, Laplanders, and

other whites, and Government, 1916. 652, 650
Total income of missions and Laplanders and other whites from

reindeer, 1893-1916. 146, 926

Total valuation and income. - 2,671,538

Total Government appropriations, 1893—1916 ______________________ 312, 000

Gain (756 per cent) 2, 859, 538




PART IL.—DETAILED REPORTS.

SECTION 1.—REPORTS BY SUPERINTENDENTS.

REPORT OF WALTER C. SHIELDS, SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
IN THE NORTHWESTERN DISTRICT.

Inspection—My trips of inspection during the year totaled 5,086 miles, 3,779
by water and 1,307 by land. I was away from home on these trips 135 days.

The winter was a very severe one. We had one bad storm after another and
it was very cold. In addition, it was a hard winter on reindeer, great areas of
snow being covered with jce, which made it difficult for deer to obtain food.
The consequence was that sled deer all over the country were in poor condi-
tion, which rendered travel by deer very trying. This closes my fifth year of
winter journeying. While such travel affords opportunity to accomplish real
work, and T would not abandon it, yet it is only fair to myself and the others
who have undertaken’ it and are doing it, for me to say that it is frequently
arduous and trying in the extreme. It is a heavy drain on & man’s physical,
mental, and nervous make-up, and the outlook for the future is not encouraging.
Men in the military service are cared for by pensions, but those of us who face
year after year possibly equally hazardous duty are cared for by no such
provision. . .

Once more I must express my appreciation of the assistance so freely
rendered me by the Coast Guard cutter Bear, through the courtesy of Capt.
C. 8. Cochran and his officers. Without the Bear our work in this district, if
not quite impossible, would be difficult and unsafe. I feel under personal
obligation for the courtesy extended me at every opportunity by Capt. Cochran
and his officers.

Since I have come to Alaska I have seen and heard so much of the danger of
travel on the small coast boats that I am very thankful that it is possible
for me to make by trips on the Bear. .

In my personal work I am placing more and more emphasis on the develop-
ment of a real pride of race among the Eskimos and in the development of
leaders from their own number. At the stations this result is being secured
mainly through the spread of the village government idea, and the stress that
is being placed by the teachers on doing their village work largely through
leading men and women of the village. The reindeer fairs have been of the
greatest importance in solidifying sentiment among the natives and in the
development of Eskimo leadership. These fairs bring the Eskimo together from
a large extent of country in such a way that they are forced to spend a week
thinking and talking about improving their condition. After only two years
of such gatherings, strong leaders are springing up who are recognized by
the Eskimos themselves. I wish to emphasize the fact that the development
of Eskimo leaders and the encouragement of race pride are the ideals we
should seek to realize. The education, sanitation, and commercial development
of the natives will come soon enough ; but without the development of their own
leaders and the existence of a united sentiment the Eskimos will never be
able to get the full benefits of these things.

20
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Teachers and salaries.—I desire to commend the loyalty and devotion of the
teachers to their work. The new teachers have brought to their labors increased
adaptability to their environment and higher standards of professional ability.

I believe there should be some regular scale of salaries based on both experi-
ence and location. Each year that a teacher stays in the service there should
be an increase. In any case, in this district, some hope should be held out
that transportation to the States would be allowed after a certain term of
service.

Natives—general conditions.—With the exception that the prices paid for
all skins (excepting mink) were higher than last year, the same general con-
ditions exist as those covered in last’ year’s report. The catch this year was
small in comparison with those of three and four years ago. I believe there
was less lack of white man’s food than last year.

In a general study of the economic situation one fact looms up. The Eskimo
has not yet developed as a wage worker. I am convinced that up to the present
time our education has not succeeded in making the Eskimo a laborer. He
still remains a trader above all things. Most of the criticism of the Eskimos
and of work for them by white people is based on this fact. The Eskimo must
see direct results to himself from his work. His labor gets him a seal or some
other kind of animal, or it procures him meat or fur that he can sell; he turns
out a piece of carved ivory that he can dispose of for profit. As a reindeer
man his work results in a larger herd from which he can sell meat. On the
other hand his labor for a white man accomplishes nothing for himself directly.
He appears to take little pride in the small jobs he does for others, and he
has no interest at all in his part of a big job. The fact that he gets so many
dollars for his work does not appeal to him as it does to a white man.
He prefers to get his money by selling the product of his work, not his
work alone. .

A prominent official recently told me that the Eskimos would never really
count among civilized people until they learned the virtue of hard work. I
pointed out that few men work as hard as an Eskimo works on his own job,
He is still a child as far as civilization goes, and he has not learned to be a
wage slave. This indicates that all our plans for the Eskimo’s economic
development must be along the lines of making things to sell, not in turning
out industrially trained young people who can do housework or job work
by the day or hour. It will be some time before the Eskimo will be a success
along that line.

Industrially, the reindeer business has been our great success, and we have
nothing else to compare with it. But it probably now has its most trying period
before it—its commercial development.

The cooperative store at St. Lawrence Island has been extremely successful,
but it depends upon furs for its existence. When the white foxes are gone or
their number greatly diminished it will be hard for these stores to do business,
The store that is planned for Wainwright must meet the same situation in
the future. At present the only native products in this district that are
valuable enough to support a native store are furs and reindeer products.
But the supply of furs is limited. At first thought it would seem that the
apparently unlimited number of seals and walrus would offer some marketable
product. But a seal skin is worth only 50 cents at most, and the natives
use all the walrus skins they get. This is the difficult problem that we have
to face in connection with the outlook for such coast settlements as Wales.

After all, we have to fall back upon the reindeer industry as the most reliable
means of support for the Eskimo. In discussing commercial developments,
fostered by our service, we should not fail to draw attention to the success of
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F. M. Sickler in getting the Shungnak natives to raise large gardens. This
year his natives sold over a ton of vegetables on the Kobuk.

Medical work.—At Kotzebue the eficiency of the medical service was affected
by the loss of Mrs., Nichols, the nurse, whose place was not filled. Otherwise
the same work was conducted as last year. To bring this service to its highest
degree of efficiency there should be two nurses in addition to the doctor, one to
take charge of the hospital during the doctor’s absence and the other to visit
the villages to do work among the women especially. I recommend that the
hospital at Kotzebue, in the name of the Friends’ Mission, be purchased by the
Government.

I again recommend that the entire medical service in this district be placed
under the supervision of Dr. D. S. Neuman. Without supervision by a doctor
it is impossible to expect the work to be properly conducted.

I recommend that as far as the funds permit the bureau avail itself of the
8ervices of each physician in the district outside of Nome. This can be done
by contract or by some form of monthly appointment, which would cover Council
and Candle. I recommend a contract, at a comparatively low rate, with Dr.
Spence, the medical missionary at Point Barrow ; also a nurse for this place.

I recommend that the bureau as soon as possible undertake to provide some
kind of a sanatorium for incurables in some suitable timbered locality like
Noorvik, Hot Springs (near Igloo), or White Mountain. At Nome we have
taken the only steps that I know of to segregate incurable tubercular patients.
We have a cabin on the Sand Spit which has been occupied during the past
year by two tubercular cases, the Government furnishing food and fuel. We
have thus been able to provide for these patients more economically than if
they had been sent to the hospital, and in addition we have kept them from
spreading the infection. This last feature should be emphasized especially.

The reindeer service.—I have visited 24 of the 49 camps in this district, some
of them two and three times. All of the camps not visited have come under my
supervision through personal conferences with the herders either at the villages
or at the fairs. In addition, a very extensive correspondence was carried on
with many of the herders. The supervision of the reindeer industry involves
upon the superintendent and upon the teachers an amount of work which can
be appreciated only by those of us who have direct knowledge of it. It is this
close personal supervision on the part of superintendents and teachers in the
past that has made the industry what it is. I intend to imstruct all teachers
in my district to spend not to exceed five school days twice during the school
year in inspecting the herds under their local supervision. More than ever
before, on account of the impetus given by the fairs, we are laying much stress
upon the technique of the industry. It is absolutely necessary that teachers
become thoroughly acquainted with this part of the work, which can only be
done by regular visits to the camps.

This winter my average distance traveled per day has been less than usual,
due largely to extremely bad weather and the use of deer that were in poor
condition on account of the difficulty of feeding through the frozen snow. There
is one achievement of which Tautuk, my guide, and I are proud. We crossed
Kotzebue Sound on the ice from Kotzebue village to Cape Espenberg. It is
seldom that reindeer teams are able to cross here on account of ice conditions.
Our crossing was the first made with deer since 1897, when Mr. Lopp took the
deer across from Espenberg to Krusenstern at the time of the Point Barrow
relief expedition. Our arrival at the little village of Topkok, near Cape Espen-
berg, created quite a stir, as it was the first time they had ever seen deer
come up off the ice,
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This winter the two fairs put a great premium on travel with sled deer, as all
of the delegates came with deer. Only two men made any attempt to get
delegate badges after having come with dogs, and they are both sadder and
wiser men now. All of the teachers who attended the fairs came with deer
teams.

This summer and last there has been considerable hoof rot and various
forms of hoof disease. There have been practically no attempts at medication
for it, the difficulty being that the sores are often on the bottom of the hoofs,
which makes them hard to keep clean. The best thing that we are able to do
is to move the herd back to high ground, thus getting them off the infected,
wet ground. It would seem that this trouble is aggravated by wet ground.
Many of the herders express the opinion that the trouble usually starts after
the deer have been corralled for marking or castrating. Its origin may come
from slight abrasions on the legs and just above the hoofs caused by the deer
treading on one another. The joints are sometimes attacked and open sores of
considerable depth are found. While we know that the deer are better on dry
ground, it is not always easy to get a herd off the wet ground. The deer want
to be near the water and many summer ranges are swampy during a season
like the past summer.

There has been no serious difficulty on account of cysts, as there was some
years ago. I am of the opinion that this trouble depends somewhat upon the
general condition of the deer. Cysts can usually be found in deer that appear
sick or poor. One deer that the herders at Wainwright said was sick was
found to be full of cysts all through the body, muscles, heart, and liver.

We have found that the application of Corona wool fat to all sores above
the hoofs, or to parts of the body that have become irritated by a badly fitting
harness, has always resulted in rapid healing. I would recommend that a good
supply of Corona wool fat be sent to all the stations next year.

In my traveling I have made it a practice to have moss stored at certain
places before my arrival. We are then able to stable our deer like horses and
do not have to stake them out several miles from our camp, which makes
extra trouble for the native who cares for them and contains an element of
risk from prowling dogs. At Nome, Chinik, Candle, Council, Kotzebue, Teller,
and Sinuk we have done this with great success.

Last year we found that one sled deer at Nome would eat a little rolled oats.
We hope to carry this experiment further this year. All of our Nome sled
deer come to the barn like horses, and can be handled indoors even better
than out of doors. All reindeer are fond of the salt that we keep for them.

The herders are becoming deeply interested in the proper selection of bulls
and the proper care of females before fawning. At both fairs considerable time
was given to both topics and improvement is sure to appear before long.

No results can be reported with regard to the introduction of caribou blood.
This is difficult without a systematic effort on the part of the Government
which would mean a rather large expenditure.

In this district several white men, with native famnles, have applied for
permission to purchase female deer from native herders for their families.
There being no regulation or contract prohibiting the sale of female deer to
natives if approved by the superintendent, I have encouraged such sales to a
limited degree, but in all cases the bill of sale has been in favor of the native
wife or the children, and if signed by the husband has been to the effect that
he claims no title to the deer except that of a guardian. In cases involving
a considerable number of reindeer the attempt is made to get the regular
herders’ contract signed in a modified form. This is not always possible.
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The only white men owning herds in this district (with the exception of
those married to natives, already referred to) are those constituting the
Lomen Co.

In engaging in the reindeer industry there are two things to be studied:
The reindeer, and the Eskimo who has to be employed to take care of them.
The Bureau of Education can claim no qualifications for scientific study of the
reindeer. But the employees of the bureau do claim to be especially qualified to
handle the Eskimo. That is our work. We must never forget that to the Bureau
of Education the reindeer industry is just one means to the development of the
Eskimo. To the white owner the Eskimo is just one means for the proper
development of the reindeer industry. This is important to remember.

It is possible that white companies will outstrip commercially our work in the
reindeer industry, because we have never had a man especially qualified who
gave his whole time to the development of the industry. But, in my opinion,
white companies will always fail miserably in handling the native herders
whom they employ. Elsewhere in my report I have expressed my opinion re-
garding the inability of the Eskimo at present to make good as a wageworker.
For 25 years the Bureau of Education has been getting Eskimos to work for
four years at the herds, and there are hundreds of Eskimos working at the
herds to-day. But I doubt if there will be 10 Eskimos working as herders for
white men who will be giving satisfaction during the next five years under the
present system. White men investing in the reindeer industry for the purpose
of personal gain to themselves will not employ Eskimos in order to make rein-
" deer men out of them, or to turn them out in four years with herds of their own.
White men may pay the Eskimos well in food and in salary, but up to this time
very few Eskimos have worked successfully for anyone on that basis. White
owners of reindeer, at present, say that the herding must be done by natives.
But that is their weak point, because they can not handle the natives properly ;
this is so partly because they do not understand the native character, and
partly because it is not possible, I believe, to make the present generation of
Eskimos work. for wages. The white companies will get many inexperienced
boys to work for them for a while, and they will secure some of the tramp
herders who roam from herd to herd working a few months at a time, But
they will develop few real deer men, and I do not think they will be able to
secure the services of many real Eskimo deer men. These men can do better
by staying with their own herds, and they do not like a white boss who is not a
Government man,

There has been one shipment of reindeer meat to Seattle by Lomen Brothers
and a small shipment by a Nome butcher. I have no information on the success
of either. The usual amount of meat was sold in Nome and other places.

A cooperative cold-storage plant, owned and operated by native reindeer men,
would be a fine thing but hard to manage. It would mean more work than any
of us could at present undertake and would involve a serious financial responsi-
bility. For a while it would prove a hard fight with the local butchers but in

. time I believe it would be successful. The natives could then keep a reindeer
market open winter and summer and also ship out what meat could not be sold
here.

The fairs at Igloo and Noorvik were well attended. Every herd in this dis-
trict sent delegates except Barrow, Point Hope, Shungnak, and Golovin. The
weather and the distance were responsible for these stations not being repre-
sented.

Thé records show that there were 64 different events, most of them at both
fairs. Several very remarkable records were made, notably, the running of 10
miles in 37 minutes 8 seconds, and the pulling of 2,242 pounds by one deer. All
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records were carefully taken. Distances, weights, and time are accurate. The
fact that minute accuracy was emphasized was a valuable lesson in itself, All
of the natives present said that they had never seen Eskimos do such things
before, nor had they ever beheld such fine work as was on display. Therefore,
both to the Eskimos themselves and to the white people, the fairs were a revela-
tion of what Eskimos can accomplish.

At Igloo the one great feature was the large circus tent in which the dele-
gates ate and slept and in which we held our evening meetings and displayed
all articles made for the fair. This tent did as much to make the Igloo Fair a
success as anything else. I strongly recommend that a tent be sent for the
Noatak Fair next year.

Both fairs showed great improvement over the fair of a year ago; for every-
thing was better; the natives worked much harder, and the whole affair was
better organized.

The development of native leaders, both in the villages and in the reindeer
business, is our most important work. It would aid considerably if the Govern-
ment would select several herders and employ them as * supervisors” of small
districts. They should visit the herds in their district and make reports on
their condition and use their influence for the general improvement of the
herds. This I consider of great importance. I would like to see four men
under appointment for two months at $50 a month, which would mean only an
authorization of $400 for this district.

I believe that the Eskimos are beginning to understand the great value to
them of the reindeer industry and that they will realize fully that their safety
and their future rest entirely upon themselves. This is our last line of defense,
and I think it will win the battle for the preservation of the Eskimo reindeer
industry.

REPORT OF WALTER H. JOHNSON, ACTING SUPERINTENDENT OF
SCHOOLS IN THE WESTERN DISTRICT.

Inspection.—During the winter every school in the district was visited, with
the exception of Shageluk and Holy Cross. These schools were, however,
visited during the summer, as were also Shaktoolik, Unalakleet, St. Michael,
Hamilton, Mount Village, Pilot Station, and Russian Mission. In the winter’s
trip of approximately 2,000 miles, reindeer were used for about 1,500 miles and
dogs for the rest of the journey. In the summer travel was chiefly by water
craft. During these trips of inspection and investigation not only was the
work of the teacher carefully supervised and assistance given, but the general
welfare of the natives was thoroughly looked into. Every native was allowed a
private hearing and special consideration given those who availed themselves
of the opportunity. All of the teachers were cautioned not to overstep their
authority, still to exercise careful oversight of the affairs in the villages. I
found very few disagreements between the teachers and the natives. Generally
an amicable settlement could be brought-about by a private hearing of each side
of the case, after which all parties concerned were brought together.

In traveling over the parts of the district where there are no schools careful
investigation was made as to the places most in need of schools. Nearly every
village wanted a school or a herd of deer. Many of them should have both, but
it would be necessary to utilize almost all of the present appropriation to
properly install and maintain the necessary schools and hospitals in the western
district alone.
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The Tundra district.—Over a month was ‘spent investigating conditions on
the Kuskokwim tundra and the region north of the Kuskokwim River. On this
trip from four to eight sled deer were used, and an average of 35 miles was made
dailly. Thirty-one small villages were visited, a few cf which I believe no white
man had ever seen. Because of the poor location, short school term, and small
attendance at Kinak, this school was ordered moved to Eek, a village situated
on a tributary of the Kuskokwim River, about 20 miles south of Kinak, in
which several families live the whole year round. At Eek, where the people
have been expecting a school for years, a very bright native has compiled a
written Eskimo language. He has about a dozen pupils and they are able to
carry on a correspondence on any subject. The characters used are similar
to the Runic symbols of the thirteenth century. It is to be deplored that
because of the lack of a school these people were obliged to start a new written
language; this language will, of course, become obsolete when English is intro-
duced. Many of the Kinak natives and those from the surrounding small camps
will make arrangements to send their children to Eek. At Quigilinok, a large
settlement southwest of Kinak on the north shore of the Kuskokwim River, the
Moravians have a mission, and Mr. Drebert, who is in charge, has been teach-
ing about 40 children the past winter. The Government should have a school
at this place, but, because of lack of funds, probably all that could be done
would be to send in an assortment of school supplies. This school will draw
children from the region south of Nelson Island and vicinity.

A school should be located on one of the large lakes northwest from Bethel.
There are several small villages that could be consolidated at one of the larger
ones. Before putting a school or supplies on the ground, however, it is neces-
sary that the location be chosen during the summer. The site chosen should be
near navigable water that connects with the Kuskokwim River. There is a
slough connecting the lakes with the river which has its outlet a few miles
below Bethel. This slough could be used in transporting supplies and material
for the new school.

In a southwesterly direction from Pilot Station, near a high range of hills,
where there is quite a growth of timber, a community center could be estab-
" lished, but before stating positively as to the advisability of putting up an
expensive plant in this section it is necessary that a thorough investigation be
made during the summer. I believe that a large number of the natives of this
vicinity would be willing to mdve into any locality that the Government would
suggest, provided suitable aid were given them. These natives are very poor

and primitive. They need the help of the Government more than any natives

I have seen. It is inadvisable to place schools on the ‘low ground along the
western coast of this tundra country, but whenever funds are sufficient to
enable us to establish a properly equipped school and hospital in the interior
between the Yukon River and the west coast aid should be given these people.

Schools.—The splendid advancement of the pupils shows the excellent work
done by the teachers. Not only do they instruct in the regular school subjects
but in the lfe work of the people of the community as well. At every school
teachers showed their willingness to aid the natives in every way possible.

In the industrial work the teachers assisted the natives in supplying their
homes with homemade furniture, and in many cases a teacher was indirectly
responsible for the erection of new houses. The girls and women were taught
the art of making garments for themselves and their small children, the cooking
of native dishes, and the preparation and preserving of native foods, as well
as the washing and ironing of clothes and general housework.

‘Wherever the ground was suitable the teacher taught the natives to make
use of the soil for agricultural purposes. In many places large quantities of
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potatoes, turnips, and cabbages were raised for market. These were sold to
the miners. Holy Cross and Akiak were especially successful in their gardening,
although nearly every school had creditable success In raising vegetables. More
stress should be placed on this work in the future. Many of the natives are
beginning to see the value of choosing their homes where the soil is suitable
for gardening. - As the income of the native diminishes through the scarcity of
game it is necessary that he replenish his larder with a substitute. This can
be accomplished by teaching him agriculture.

The teacher ass!sts the native in the marketing of his furs and produce
and the purchasing of his supplies. This is often done by correspondence or
through the local trader.

Our teachers gave instruction in hygiene and sanitation, as well as adminis-
tered aid to all in need. Dr. Lamb, of Nulato, covered the district in his
vicinity, as did Dr. Reed, of Russian Mission. The great need for our people
is proper medical attention. The people on the Kuskokwim River were without
the services of a doctor for nearly two years, and, although there are many
white people in this region, no doctor was available. It is necessary that a
doctor and hospital be placed on the Kuskokwim, either at Bethel or Akiak.

At St. Michael, Capt. H. C. Michie, U. 8. A,, courteously donated his services
to the department and held semiweekly dispensary sessions at the schoolhouse;
he also attended to any emergency cases that were brought to his attention.
At Holy Cross the hospital is maintained by the Catholic Church, and a trained
nurse is in charge. It has been requested that the Government furnish this
hospital with the necessary medical supplies.

Reindeer Service.—In traveling from place to place I used reindeer wherever
sled deer were available. As my deer were choice animals and my outfit of
good appearance they attracted a great deal of interest. I feel that my trip
by reindeer was a strong argument for their use and a great stimulus for the
industry. In passing thrbugh the tundra district the natives would follow from
village to village to ask questions regarding the posslbmty of their entering
the reindeer service.

When the first fair of the season was held at Akiak the natives attended
from many of the villages that I had passed through early in the season. They
wished to learn more about the deer, and they did. A detailed report of the
Akiak fair is attached to this report.

At Shaktoolik, where the second reindeer fair of the season was held, the
natives, although owning many female deer, had very few male deer and
practically no sled deer, consequently most of them came with large dog
teams, and as the dogs soon ate up all the fish and much of the other food in
the village, this furnished a practical lesson to the natives that it is better
and cheaper fo have sled deer than dogs.

At these fairs all matters pertaining to reindeer were discussed. The rein-
deer men came to an understanding regarding the grazing ground, based on
priority rights, and each agreed to keep his herd within certain bounds.

Practically all of the suitable coast line is taken up by reindeer men,
except a small area directly west of the mouth of the Yukon. A herd will
probably be placed there next winter. A small herd was placed on Nelson
Island during the spring, but, because of the crust on the snow, it proved
unsuitable for deer, and they were moved back to the mainland at Baird
Inlet. The question of grazing grounds is of extreme importance and must
be attended to by the Government or the native reindeer will suffer. Very
little trouble was had in disposing of all marketable male deer, an average
price of 20 cents a pound being received.
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In a few years it will be necessary to establish a market in the States,
but at the present time the local trade takes care of the surplus meat. Most
of this meat is sold to the miners and prospectors. A few of these prospectors
purchase sled deer in the fall, using them for transporting their supplies while
on the trail; on arriving at their destinations the deer are butchered and
used for food. This practice is becoming more prevalent as its economie
importance is realized. It is necessary that a close supervision be exercised
over the reindeer men for a few more years.

REPORT OF GEORGE E. BOULTER, SUPERINTENDENT OF
SCHOOLS IN THE UPPER YUKON DISTRICT.

During the past year six schools were maintained by the Bureau of Educa-
tion in the Upper Yukon district. There are from six to eight other native
villages in this district where schools could be maintained with advantage if
funds were available.

The attendance at Tanana and Louden was small and unsatisfactory, owing
to the natives being away from their villages during the greater part of the
school term.

If the Government were to maintain boarding schools for the children at
particular places, it is probable that the unsatlsfactory attendance at certain
schools would be much improved. The Tanana natives have remsarked to me
that they do not make their living at Tanana but are compelled to go out into
the hills to hunt and trap. In the majority of cases the children accompany
the adults, for the reason that the parents have no one at the village with whom
to leave the children. The majority of the natives would send their children to
school were conditions such that the could do so. Many natives have stated to
me that they would be willing to pay a moderate sum for the maintenance of
their childeren at a boarding house where they could be cared for during such
times as the parents were away from the village.

The school attendance at Tanana has also suffered greatly on account of
many of the natives having taken up homesteads. Some of these homesteads
are located at from 15 to 20 miles from Tanana. Nearly 40 homesteads have
been taken up or applied for by the Tanana natives, thereby diminishing con-
siderably the population at this village. I have visited many of the homesteads
but have failed to see wherein there is any advantage to the natives by their
occupying the land in question. In the majority of cases small pieces of ground
have been cleared immediately in front of their cabins and in a few instauces
gardens have been planted. The little that the natives have gained by taking
up these homesteads has not compensated them for the school advantages they
have lost. The natives from this locality now being scattered and located any-
where within a radius of 20 miles or so from Tanana, our school work at this
place has been materially affected. There have been to my knowledge no
homesteads taken up in this district by natives other than those in the Tanana
precinct.

The natives of this district have hitherto been unwilling to accept the prin-
ciples of the reservation movement, consequently not much progress along these
lines can be reported. At Tanana the natives are openly against the movement
despite their having been thoroughly informed concerning the benefits that
would accrue to them by their living on a joint settlement. The natives at this
place, however, are fairly prosperous, and their inclination appears to be to let
well enough alone.
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Many of the natives have erroneously imagined that by living on reservations
their liberty would be interfered with. It has been hard work to eradicate
this false impression from their minds. Owing to their wrong ideas concerning
the matter, certain natives have taken up homesteads for the sole purpose of
being in a position to avoid settling upon a reservation. I have to an extent
calmed their fears in regard to the matter but have met with much indirect
opposition from persons having in mind their own interests in the existing
villages.

The health of the natives has been normal except at Eagle and Circle. At
both these villages there was much sickness, chiefly tuberculosis, which resulted
in several deaths. The natives at Eagle are probably the most diseased of any
along the Yukon. It is & matter of record that of the many children whom I
taught at this village 10 years ago two-thirds are not now living. At Circle the
health conditions are similar to those at Eagle. The unhealthy state of these
two villages may be partly accounted for by the natives living in their close
cabins all the year round, instead of during the summer months living in the
open as do most of the natives at other villages. I have talked to the natives
at Eagle and Circle along these lines and am hoping that the advice I have
given will be followed. The health of the natives at Fort Yukon, Rampart,
Tanana, Kokrines, Louden, and other villages has been fairly good.

There being mission hospitals at Tanana and Fort Yukon, & large number of
natives along the upper Yukon have been given medical assistance. At Eagle
our teacher has recelved much medical aid from Sergt. Tobin, of the Army
Medical Corps, who visited the native village frequently and made no charge
for his services. During the past winter Circle was visited by the mission
doctor from Fort Yukon. The natives still continue to live by hunting, trap-
ping, and fishing, by which occupations they are able to make incomes sufficient
for their limited needs. There appears to be no diminution in the number of
moose and caribou in the interior. At Eagle, for instance, big game has been
so plentiful that on many occasions moose have been killed within almost a
stone’s throw of the village. The catch of fur was quite good.

At Fort Yukon the natives sold fur to the amount of approximately $80,000.
The fishing season was somewhat below the average. King salmon were not
plentiful, but there was a fair run of silver salmon. At most of the native
fish camps there are fish wheéls in which during a normal season several
hundred fish are caught each day.

Moral conditions among the natives are far from good, but there has been
some improvement during the past year. It is encouraging to report that there
has not on the whole been so much drinking among the men, while cases of
excessive drinking on the part of the women have been rare.

The results of the industrial work in our schools have been very satisfactory.
Needlework having been a special feature of our work at most of the schools,
many garments were made by the children who took pride in exhibiting them.
At certain schools the children were given instruction in knitting and weaving,
and I have seen many excellent examples of their work.

Owing to changes of teachers, but little garden work can be reported. At
Eagle and Louden, however, the gardens were quite good. The ground under
cultivation at Eagle exceeded three acres, and much credit is due to the teacher
for the untiring interest she took in it. It is gratifying to report that, in
consequence of the garden work at that place most of the natives had a good
supply of vegetables to store away for winter use.

It is a matter of regret to me that, owing to my inadequate travel authori-
zation, I have not been able to keep in as close touch with my schools as I
could have wished, but have had to rely more or less upon reports concerning
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them*furnished me by the teachers. I hope that financial conditions will be
such during the coming year that I will be able to visit all the schools during .
the winter months, at which season of year the schools especlally need super-
vision.

REPORT OF DR. H. 0. SCHALEBEN, SUPERINTENDENT OF
SCHOOLS IN THE SOUTHWESTERN DISTRICT.

The Southwestern District, extending from the Copper River Valley to far-
distant Attu, at the end of the Aleutian chain, and to the northern shores of
Bristol Bay, is perhaps the most difficult section in the whole territory for
a superintendent to cover. The villages of Attu and Atka can be reached
only in summer by an ocean voyage of about 1,600 miles from Seward, the
superintendent’s headquarters, which requires two months’ time. Two months’
time is also required to visit Bristol Bay points in-summer, and three months
in winter. Cook Inlet, the south end of Kodiak Island, and Chignik are also
remote and difficult to reach.

The superintendent who can cover the greater part of these widely separated
sections during the year, and continue to do so year after year, must be more
self-sacrificing than the average person. I could not visit the remote sections
of the district during the last year; my whole attention was given to the
eastern section of the district, Bristol Bay points being visited by Dr. French.

The schoolroom work of the district is of a satisfactory nature and good
progress can be reported from all the schools. With two or three exceptions,
the teachers employed in this district during the past year are not only ex-
perienced as teachers but have also had long experience in Alaskan conditions
and in dealing with natives, which accounts in a measure for the smooth run-
ning and normal condition of the work.

The natives in all sections of this district show improvement in general. I
do not make exception of the natives of the Copper River Valley, where this
statement might be questioned ; the combined effort of the Copper River Indians
to protect their fishing rights, for instance, is evidence of their industrial
improvement and advancement in knowledge.

The greatest advancement of the natives in this district is perhaps along
industrial lines. They are making a better living in one way or another. The
native of to-day knows better how to live, according to the ways of the white
man, than he did eight years ago when I came into the service. He has better
and more food, wears better clothes, possesses a better house and is more
cleanly, has better boats and hunting and fishing equipment ; this {8 because he
spends his money to better advantage and realizes its value more than he did
before.

Certain features of this general industrial improvement might be given
special mention, such as the systematic fishing carried on each summer at
Tatitlek and Tyonek, under the supervision of the teacher, the increased
interest in fox raising by the Aleutians, and the greater interest shown in
the reindeer industry in the Bristol Bay section. Fishing at the two above
mentioned places has been greatly stimulated by the elimination of the compe-
tition of the white man from the areas reserved for the natives.

The establishment of fishing reservations for the natives has firmly estab-
lished them in the industry and has put them in the position where it is to
the interest of the cannery men to treat them squarely, not only in buying the
fish but also in supplying them with goods. Considering all phases of the
situation, the Tyonek natives have bettered their condition 100 per cent through
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the establishment of the reservatlon. At Tatitlek, where the three different
kinds of salmon are secured in as many widely separated places, it has not
been possible to supervise the fishing so closely, and the benefits are not so
great; however, it is a means of conserving the rapidly diminishing fish supply.
which is highly important not only for the future but also for the immediate
welfare of these natives.

There are other areas that should be reserved, of which the beach in front
of the village of English Bay on Cook Inlet is for the present the most impor-
tant. It would also be well to extend the Moquakie Reservation to include the
village of Kustatan as early as possible.

The Aleuts should be encouraged to enter the fox-raising business by granting
them permits for the use of islands. An effort should be made to stock the
islands of Ogluiga and Skagol for the Atka natives for a communal industry;
this could be easily and cheaply done.

In a great many communities the industrial advancement of the natives is
directly due to the elimination of alcohol, which is the root of much of the
evil from which the natives suffer. The action of the judge of this district in
refusing to grant licenses in any of the small outlying towns has helped to
keep liquor away from a number of native villages. Also the action of the rail-
road commission for prohibition along the Government railroad and the locat-
ing of a marshal at Seldovia has bettered conditions on Cook Inlet.

In a majority of the villages the sanitary conditions 4re steadily improving;
this is the case not only in the villages where there are schools, but also in
some of the outlying villages. This is perhaps in a measure due to a closer
association with the white man. In the villages where the bureau’s work has
been carried on continuously there is a marked change for the better. There
is greater personal cleanliness; the children especially get better care; there is
regularity in house cleaning, and floors are scrubbed at least ornice a week. The
houses are being built farther apart, and there is some semblance of yards in
front of the houses, which are given regular attention on village *clean-up”
days. The newer houses have higher cellings, more windows, better floors, and
are far more roomy and better ventilated.

Health conditions in this district have not improved to any marked degree.
To be sure the effort of the Bureau of Education to improve conditions has
borne its fruits. There is improvement in the general health of the natives of
the villages in which the teachers have given medical aid systematically. In-
struction in sanitation has done much to stem the tide of tuberculosis, which
threatens to wipe out whole communities. The hospital at Kanakanak has done
its part to better conditions in that section; nevertheless the bureau’s medical
relief is sorely inadequate. Tuberculosis, syphilis, and trachoma are all too
prevalent and are undermining the constitution of the whole race. Many and
loud have been the complaints of the negligence of Congress in failing to supply
the small funds required to furnish an adequate medical service to save these
natives; so it is not necessary for me to dilate on that point in this report.
However, I wish once more to place myself on record as to the medical
needs of this district.

REPORT OF WILLIAM G. BEATTIE, SUPERINTENDENT OF
SCHOOLS IN THE SOUTHEASTERN DISTRICT.

The work of the year has been a continuation of the policy of the four pre-
vious years.

We have constantly endeavored to stimulate the native people to personal
education and community advancement; to create in them a desire for indi-
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vidual cleanliness and health and for village sanitation; to arouse them to
efficient cooperation in industrial enterprises so that they may make of their
villages permanent homes instead of transient habitations; and to develop in
them a consciousness of the necessity of their own vigorous efforts to adjust
themselves to the new order of living, thrust upon them by the white man in
Alaska, to the end that they may enjoy self-preservation as a people.

In our schools we have emphasized the practical, laying stress upon the
acquisition of English and the adaptation of number work, language, geography,
and civics to local needs and conditions. The year has been the most successful
of the past five in work done by pupils in our schools. This is due in no small
degree to the fact that the attendance, taken as a whole, has been more constant
than in any previous year. A few years ago it was scarcely possible to hold
attendance of pupils above the primary grades for more than a month or six
weeks in the middle of the winter. In all the schools the attendance in the
intermediate grades has been more encouraging than formerly and three schools
have held good attendance in the grammar grades throughout the year. The
best attendance of the year was again at Hydaburg. At this school during two
months of the year the atténdance was above 96 per cent, of the enrollment.
So far as I was able to learn this attendance was not surpassed by any school
in Alaska, either native or white.

Probably the most important events affecting native life in this district dur-
ing the year were (1) the organization of the villages cf Klawock, Hydaburg,
Kake, and Hoonah under the Territorial act permitting Indian villages to
organize for partial self-government, (2) the application of a number of natives
to the United States district court for citizenship, and (3) the building and
opening at Juneau of the United States hospital for Alaska natives or Indians.

The vote for organization and election of a council in Hoonah did not occur
till late in May. Because of the fact that Hoonah is practically depopulated
during the fishing season the actual work of the council will hardly begin until
next autumn., The other three villages were organized during the winter
months and their local governments had time to become operative before the
spring exodus of the people to the fishing grounds. Some errors were made
by the village councils, but enough constructive work was done to demonstrate
that if wisely counseled by the teachers and others interested in the welfare of
the natives the village organizations will prove a great factor in leadlng the
native people to sever all triba] relationships that are not in harmony with
Federal and Territorial laws and to adopt the habits of civilized life. *

The action of the Territorial legislature in passing a law that recognizes the
fact that the Indians are intelligent enough to govern themselves to some
extent has put a new hope into the hearts of these people and has taught them
that the Territory of Alaska is willing for them to demonstrate their ability, if
they have it, to care for themselves politically as well as economically. . in

It is a notable fact that Kake, a village long noted as a hotbed of witchc "t,
by its first ordinance passed under Territorial authority forbade the pracglc 2
witchcraft under penalty of fine and imprisonment. When the elected
sentatives of the native people themselves take action placing a ban up. . the
practice of that form of superstition which has for generations held thev race
in cringing dread and cowering fear, has cruelly tortured men and wom;,.. ]and
more often helpless children into untold mental anguish and indesc;qmi‘h:
physical pain, and has lead to frightful murders or goaded to wretched ~ ici
we begin to believe that the day is not far distant when the Alaskan 1. ives
will free themselves from all those things in their lives which are antay istic
to the best in our civilization and will make of their younger generatic.: effi-

-~
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cient men and women, strong in character, worthy of full citizenship, who
shall carry their full share of responsibilities and duties in the progress and
development of Alaska.

From the time when Alaska first became & possession of the United
States until recently the natives of Alaska had absolutely no political status.
For more than 40 years they were left to wander in the wilderness of un-
civilized tribes into which they were thrust by the treaty of cession of
Alaska from Russia to the United States. Being born in Alaska they were
not foreigners, hence could not be naturalized. Not being generally recognized
as Indians, the Federal laws governing the Indians of the States were not
made applicable to Alaska. Although Alaskan natives have always been self-
supporting, have been exceedingly peaceful and law-abiding toward the whites
as a people, have been compelled to obey the white man’s game laws, fishing
laws, timber laws, and land laws, and to pay trade and boat licenses or taxes
into the fund that supplies money for operation of schools for white children,
Yyet these same natives had no means of becoming citizens in their own home-
land—no matter how law-abiding, how intelligent, or how eflicient they might
show themselves.

It is true that one good judge ruled about a decade ago that a native who
had adopted the habits of civilized life automatically became a citizen of the
United States. However, this was not generally accepted until & number of
years later when the United States Court of Appeals held that the law in
this regard, applicable to the Indians of the States, was applicable also to
Alaska. Then the dictum went forth that all natives or Indians of Alaska
who have “ severed their tribal relations and adopted the habits of civilized
life” are citizens of the United States. However, owing to the fact that
neither “tribal relations” nor * habits of civilized life” were deflned in the
statutes ‘or by the courts, there has been a great divergence of opinion,
especially among members of the legal profession, as to when an Alaskan
Indian may reach the stage in his evolution where he may be termed a citizen.

At the first session of the Territorial Legislature, 1918, a bill was introduced
under the title “An act to prevent Indians who are not citizens from voting,”
setting up a standard by which to determine when an Indian had severed his
tribal relations and adopted the habits of civilized life, and providing a simple
m. .hod by which any Indian could produce evidence of his citizenship. If
suchi evidence measured up to the standard set, the Indian was to be granted
a certificate stating that he had proved himself to be a citizen under the
Federal statute. Such certificate was then to be accepted by any official
board or body in the Territory of Alaska as prima facie evidence of the
Indl?p’s citizenship. The Territorial house of representatives, after earnest
cons deration of this bill, passed it with but one dissenting vote.

,he election in the fall of 1914 many friends of Indians who were intell
gq 1+ iw-abiding men and women urged them to go to the polls and vote. If
the .dges of election refused or if some one challenged the right of these
nati?lés to vote, the latter were advised to swear in their votes. This would
at once bring the matter of the Indians’ right to citizenship into the courts
it ahy ¢ ‘one wished to carry it there. About 40 Indians took the advice of their
whit? }riends and not one of them was challenged at the polls. This taught

{ .onts of Indian citizenship the definite need for some standard for deter-
mlnfn"s? whether or not an Indian had severed his tribal relations and adopted
the Wbits of civilized life. Otherwise the matter would be left wholly in the
hands %f election boards.

2% 40°—17—Bull, 32—8
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At the second session of the Territorial legislature in 1915 a progressive
senator introduced a bill providing that any Indian above 21 years of age, who
was born in Alaska, might be examined by the majority of teachers of any
school in the Territory, and, if said majority would then certify that said
Indian had severed his tribal relations and adopted the habits of civilized life,
such Indian must then secure the signatures of five white citizens who had
known him for a year or more, certifying that they believed such Indian had
severed his tribal relations and adopted the habits of civilized life. The
Indian must then appear before a commissioner’s court and make afiidavit
that he forever renounced his tribal relations and customs. These certifications
must then be forwarded to the United States District Court. The bill further
provided that the court must then set a day for a hearing or examination of
the applicant, and, after having examined the applicant, if the court were
satisfied that such applicant had severed his tribal relations and adopted the
habits of civilized life, the court must then grant the applicant a certificate
showing that said applicant had proved to the saisfaction of the court that
said applicant is a citizen of the United States. This bill passed the Senate
after much opposition on the part of senators full of prejudice against Indians;
it speedily passed the House without opposition and became a law when signed
by the governor soon afterwards.

This Territorial act, though cumbersome, has given the ydunger generation
of natives an incentive to separate themselves from the Indian customs antag-
onistic to our civilization and laws and to reach forward to an intelligent
understanding of the duties, privileges, and responsibilities of full citizenship.
They feel that they are no longer condemned to wander forever in the wilder-
ness of uncivilized tribes, but that there is a way open to them to enter a
“land of promise.” A number of natives have already received certificates
from teachers and have secured the proper number of signatures from white
citizens, and the court has set the first hearings for next September. If some
of these applicants satisfy the court that they are citizens, there will be many
more applications during the coming year,

The opening of the hospital at Juneau took place in May. This hospital is
already meeting a need which has long been urging itself upon all people
interested in the alleviation of physical suffering among the Indians. The
native in need of hospital care can now be sure of admission to a hospital.
Heretofore, the Presbyterian Hospital at Haines, which has been in operation
for several years, has been the only hospital freely opened to the natives. The
natives who have been able to pay their own physician and hospital expenses
have been admitted to a number of hospitals in the district, but, in one or two
instances, not even money could buy the right for one of Indian blood to enter
the doors of the hospital. The United States Hospital at Juneau is not open
to patients suffering with pulmonary tuberculosis or contagious diseases, but is
open to all cases requiring surgical attention; it will give especial attention to
diseases of the eye, ear, nose, and throat.

Throughout the district the natives are taking a more general interest in
gardening than in times past. At Klukwan the mud and rock slides of last
summer injured many gardens and totally destroyed a number. The present
season found the Indians clearing away the slide, literally digging out their
gardens. In spite of the difficulties considerable garden truck was raised last
season. About 7 bushels of tomatoes were grown but only about 2 bushels of
these ripened. For the first time, an excellent crop of beans was raised. Corn
grew to 6 feet in height, and a few roasting ears were harvested, but the season
was too short for it to mature. It would make excellent fodder or ensilage.
In Hydaburg many natives have excellent house gardens. A smaller number of
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gardens is to be found in Kilawock and Kake. The Metlakatla natives, rejoic-
ing the prospect of remaining at home to work in the cannery this sammer,
planted more gardens than at any time since the Metlakatia cannery was
closed by Mr. Duancan. Now that the cannery has been destroyed by fire, the
people are going elsewhere for work. But in spite ef lack of care, the gardens
will probably yield in potatoes alose more than enough to repay the labor in
planting. The natives of Sitka, Hoonab, Killisseo, Juneau, Douglas, and Kake
have a number of gardens scattered miles away from their villages in places
they have used more or less for generations past.

A number of schools did excellent work in manual training and domestic art
or science. Klukwan, Hoonah, and Metlakatla led ia manual training.
Haines, Yakutat, Killisnoo, Metlakatla, Klawock, and Hydaburg all conducted
classes in domestic art and some in domestic science. The work done along
these lines by the small school of Haines, exhibited publicly on the last day of
school, called forth a great deal of commendation from both natives and whites
of the community. Last fall the small ‘“ home ” canner sent to Yakutat was
put to good use by the teacher. A class of girls went with the teacher and
picked wild huckleberries and were then taught how to can the berries. The
result was that six girls were the proud possessors of a half dozen quarts of
excellent fruit each, which they had picked and cleaned and canuned in a
sanitary manner. More work should be done along the line of preserving
native fruits in a modern, sanitary manner.

The cooperative store at Hydaburg and the joint-stock stores at Klawock
and Klukwan have become a permanent part of the life of these villages.
Strong efforts were made to organize the Metlakatlans into a joint-stock or
cooperative company to operate their cannery, but they could mot raise the
necessary funds. They did form a company to conduct a general merchandise
business and began operations in a small way in the month of May. The
burning of the cannery on May 17 caused nearly all the inhabitants to go
elsewhere for work during the summer. Hence the store can do compara-
tively little business until the people return to the village next autumn.

The need of a reimbursable fund which could be used to aid in the establish-
ing of native industries and later paid back by the natives, without interest, was
never more apparent than when the Metlakatla cannery was burned. Had
such a fund beeg available, even to the extent of twelve or fifteen thousand
dollars, the cannery could bave been rebuilt in time for operation the present
season. This would have kept at least 100 natives in the village during the
summer, it would have given them confidence in their ability to establish per-
manent industries of their own, and at the end of the season they would prob-
ably have been able to pay back inte the reimbursable fund at least one-third of
the loan. If $100,000 could be appropriated for use as a reimbursable fund, the
natives of Alaska could be gradually established permanently so that even under
the new conditions in Alaska they would always remain self-supporting, as
they have been under old conditions. The Government, after years of giving
vast sums of money to the Indians of the States, has adopted the reimbursable
fund policy. Why can not this be at onee applied in our Alaska Indian work?

During the year there have been called to the attention of this office no
less than a dozen cases of destitution among old and decrepit Indians of the
district who have praetically no relatives living. With the small fund at our
disposal for relief of destitution, we have assisted these cases, furnishing them
necessary supplies. However, what most of these people need is care as well
a8 food and supplies. A few cases of neglected children have also been ecalled
to our attention. There is no provision made by law for the care of either desti-
tutes or neglected Indian children. The Bureau of Education is looked to as
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being responsible for such cases. Some action ought to be taken toward pro-
viding a home for the care of these unfortunates.

The need for a boarding achool in which trades are taught is becoming more
and more necessary as more of the young people hecome interested in school
work. The Sheldon Jackson School at 8itka, the only trades school in Alaska,
is filled to overflowing every year. It can not receive all who wish to attend.
There are about 300 Alaskan pupils enrolled in Cushman, Chemawa, and other
trades schools in the States. These pupils should receive their training in
Alaska. The native young people desire such a school, the older English-
speaking natives have been pleading for it for four years or more, and the
teachers of this district, I believe without exception, favor it.

The land laws relative to the natives are little more than a farce. Indians
who in good faith made applications for allotments under the law, paid for
their own surveys, met every requirement of the Land Office, were assured by
the Land Office officials that the allotments were theirs unless the Secretary
of the Interior rejected their applications, are now told by the Forestry
Service that they have no allotments. These applications to which I refer
were made early in 1909. In 1915 and 1916 the Forestry Service has told
the Indian that he can not have that land for an allotment because there is
some good timber on it.

I most respectfully offer the following recommendations: .

1. That the Bureau of Education make vigorous efforts to secure an appro-
priation providing a reimbursable fund of $100,000, to be used in aiding the
Indians of Alaska industrially, and when there is no longer need for it to be
returned to the United States Treasury.

2. That either additional appropriation be asked for, or the present general
appropriation law be made to read so that funds can be used for the estab-
lishment of a home for destitutes and neglected children, and that such a home
be established.

8. That the Bureau of Education immediately include in its policy the estab-
lishment of a trades (boarding) school at some point in Southeastern Alaska
for native boys and girls who have completed the fifth grade in the day
school and who are above 12 years of age, and establish such school as soon
as possible.

4. That the Secretary of the Interior be requested to secure, if possible, the
appointment of a commission of five members consisting of representatives
in Alaska of (1) the Land Office, (2) the Bureau of Education, (8) the Forestry
Service, (4) the Department of Justice, and (5) the Territory of Alaska, to
recommend proper revision of existing land laws or to propose new land laws
pertaining to the Indians. Indeed. such a commission might recommend such
other legislation as it might see fit relative to Indian affairs in the Territory.
I believe that such a commission would not be expensive and it would be the
means of pointing out the way for untangling the confused laws that have all
but inextricably enmeshed the Forestry Service, the Land Office, and the
Indians.

5. That the district superintendent of schools of this southeastern district
be given necessary office help.

Before closing this, my last, report I wish to express my grateful appreciation
of the loyalty and earnest service of the teachers, many of whom have been
called upon to meet trying conditions and unpleasant emergencies. During
the year just closed there has been an exceptionally fine spirit manifested
throughout the district on the part of the teachers; they have persistently and
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devotedly 1abored not only in the schoolroom but at all times for the well-being
of the native communities.

The personal friendship of many of the native people of Southeastern Alaska
has been a source of much pleasure to me in my work. This friendship, as well
as my interest in the many problems to be solved in the growth of the work
in general, cause me to regret that I have found it necessary to separate myself
from the Alaska school service. "

I most sincerely thank the Commissioner of Education, the chief of the
Alaska division, and the other workers in the Washington and Seattle offices
for their patience with me when I have erred and for their kindness to me at
all times.

SECTION 2.—REPORTS BY PHYSICIANS.
REPORT OF DR. L. H. FRENCH, KANAKANAK.

Inasmuch as my work has been of a general character as the representative
of the Bureau of Education in the country known as “ Bristol Bay District,” this
report will include not only the work of the native hospital at Kanakanak, but
must also show conditions regarding the schools and reindeer camps of this
section,

The Kanakanak Hospital has proved to be a useful institution, and during the
fiscal year 119 patients were entered as hospital cases, of whom 53 recovered,
87 improved, 25 discontinued treatment, and 4 died. These cases required 1,718
days of hospital treatment, as compared to 1,282 of the previous year.

In addition to the above cases, which were kept in the hospital, a much larger
number were treated in the dispensary as out-patients. Attention is called to
the fact that the Kanakanak Hospital is really not a hospital, but is a school
‘building and, owing to lack of funds, it has never been changed or improved in
any way to provide the proper means of doing medical or surgical work. This,
of course, has made the handling of patjents so very difficult and dangerous that
only the medical and unavoidable surgical cases were attempted.

During the past five years I have been working under conditions which have
been discouraging in the extreme. This is a rather large area, with nothing
but the crudest means of transportation, necessitating travel by small, unsea-
worthy boats or launches, or native “ kyaks™ (one-man canoes, covered with
skin, and tipping over with the slightest cause), and, during the winter, by deer
or dog sleds.

No successful treatment of serious medical or surgical cases can be attempted
in the native hut, so that such cases must be moved, if possible, to the hospital.
Here we have an absolutely inadequate institution for the work, with no water
system, no sewers, no heating plant except stoves, and insufficient room. I have
used as my chamber the small, narrow storeroom, with slanting ceiling under
the roof. The dining room, originally designed for the teacher and his family,
did duty as office, reception room, nursery, and living room. In the school room
we had 8 beds, but we occasionally accommodated 12 patients.

During the latter part of September and the early part of October it became
my duty to make a trip to Kulukak, around on the Bering Sea coast, for the
purpose of attending the confinement of one of the teachers. The only available
means of transportation was a small 25-foot launch. This period of the year is
usually very stormy in the Bering Sea; my return trip was marked by being
caught in a gale of wind off Cape Constantine, accompanied by a very high and
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breaking sea, during which we were coustantly in danger of being drowmed. I
also at this time visited Togiak and observed the work of the school and teacher.

During the winter I traveled continuously through the months of Jannary.
February, and March, visiting all schools and reindeer camps excepting Kulukak
and Togiak, which I had visited during the fall. For the most part on this trip,
I used reindeer, but on account of the rains and thaws during the fall, followed
by freezing, the moss was glazed in, rendering it very difficult for deer to get
sufficient food. Therefore we were compelled for a time later in the winter to
abandon reindeer and use degs. On my retura from Ugashik, while passing
through Egegik I received word of a murder committed over at Nushagak, to
which I was summoned immediately for the purpose of making an autopsy.
This trip required two weeks’ time, and on account of a heavy snow falling
about the 17th of February I was compelled to walk on snowshoes the entire
distance from Kogiung to Nushagak. I then made a trip up to Lake Iliamna,
visiting the three reindeer camps and the school at Iliamna Village.

In my report of last year I suggested that the region drained by the Kulukak
and Togiak Rivers and the adjacent coast-lying islands be set aside as a reserva-
tion for the natives. I wish again to urge the setting aside of this reservation.
This region at present contains no white population and would cause inconveni-
ence to no one if set apart. The Togiak River has its annual run of red salmon,
* and we may expect at almost any time that salmon cannerjes or salteries may be
located on this stream.

I also recommend the building of a hospital at Nushagak, which is on the
opposite side of Nushagak Bay from Kanakanak, and a better location for a
hospital to serve the needs of this locality. It should be designed to include
a male and a female ward, each with six beds, two private rooms, a combined
dispensary and a receiving room, and a properly equipped surgery. Suitable
quarters should be provided in the building for the physician, nurses, and other
help, and most important of all ample bathing and toilet facilities installed
for both patients and staff.

The Kanakanak building is admirably situated for use as a home and school
for the native orphans of Bristol Bay district, and as there is great need of
such a school no better use could be found for the building.

REPORT OF DR. H. N. /I. NICHOLS, KOTZEBUE.

In September the condition of Mrs. Nichols’s health became such that it was
necessary to send her home. With her departure from Kotzebue I lost the
Government’s teacher of sanitation at this station, also my nurse, a loss which
I have keenly realized. The best that could be done was to employ native help,
unsatisfactory at it is, and be patient. Since the arrival of Mr. and Mrs.
Ausley, on the 18th of April, there has been some one here on whom I could
rely when help was needed.

During the summer of 1915 I was away from Kotzebue for a few days only,
while with Mr. Lopp on a visit to Noorvik. Late in October, after the freeze
up, I visited Selawlk and returned via Noorvik, where a stop of a few hours
was made. A call to go to Kivalina was waiting for my arrival in Kotzebue.
From Kivalina the return was made during November via Noatak. Sickness
among the natives held me in Kotzebue until the 5th of March, a long three
months of living alone. Then I went to Noorvick to attend the reindeer fair.
Soon after returning from the fair I left Kotzebue for a visit to Selawik and
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Shungnak, with stops at Kiana and Noorvik by the way. This trip kept me
away from home until April 22. On May 10 I left Kotzebue again for Kivalina
in response to an urgent call. I returned to Kotzebue on the 18th. The
remainder of the year was spent at home.

In each of the native villages visited the school children were given a medical
examination and records kept, which have been placed on file in Kotzebue.
In Selawik, Shungnak, and Kotzebue as many of the adults were included in
the examination as could be induced to present themselves for it. Talks have
been given in all of the villages. Most of the delegates to the reindeer fair
at Noorvik were given a medical examination.

A special feature of the work during the year has been the attention given
to the natives’ teeth; 27 individuals have profited by it; T8 amalgam fillings
have been put in.

During the year there have been 14 native patients in the hospitals for a
total of 159 days. There would have been more had circumstances permitted
the Kotzebue station to have had a nurse during the winter. To this number
should be added the case of the Portuguese negro, a stranded whaler, who is
married to a native woman, and who lives little better than an Eskimo. He
owes his life to the care and feeding which Mr. and Mrs, Ausley, at their
own expense, gave him while he was in the hospital from May 11 to June 10.

During the three years of my residence in Kotzebue I have kept a file record
of all natives seen professionally, if their ailment was more than trivial. Re-
cently I have indexed this file so that now the more serious cases can be readily
looked up. The following is a copy of the index with the number of cases that
have occurred under each heading. It gives in brief the amount of professional
work that the physician at Kotzebue can expect in three years' time, working
under conditions similar to those that have obtained with me: Abortion (spon-
taneous), 1; acne, 1; adenoids, 4; amalgam fillings, 73; appendicitis, 1; ar-
thritis, 5; arthritis deformans, 2; blind (both eyes), 4; blind (one eye), 14;
boils, 10; bronchitis, 2; bruise, 1; severe burn, 1; cardiac defects, 17; cataract,

" 5; chicken pox (severe), 1; cirrhosis of liver, 2; corneal opacity, 26; crippled
(arms, legs, or back), 31; dacryocystitis, 4; drowning, 1; eczema, 3; endo-
carditis, 1; epididymitis tubercular, 1; epilepsy, 2; eye strain, 2; fracture, 3;
gastritis (acute, 2; glaucoma, 1; gonorrheal urethritis, 2; gunshot wound, 4;
harelip, 2; herpes zoster, 1; impetigo, 15; infection with painful swelling and
suppuration, 7; inguinal hernia, 1; jaundice catarrhal, 1; labor, 4; laryngitis, 1;
lichen planus, 2; lithuria, 1; lupus, 1; malnutrition, 2; mastitis, 2; nausea of
pregnancy, 5; neoplasm, 2; otitls media, 15; paralysis, 10; pelvic trouble, 1;
phlyctenular conjunctivitis, 6; placenta previa, 2; pleurisy, 5; pneumonia, 7;
poisoning from eating herbs, 2 ; pterygium, 12; ntomaine poisoning, 6; puerperal
infection, 1; pyorrhea alveolaris, 5; rheumatic fever, 4; rickets, 2; ringworm,
3; sprain, 6; strabismus, 5; syphilis, 6; thrush, 2; tonsillectomy, 2; tonsils, very
large, one or both, 5; umbilical hernia, 8; umbilicus infected, 6 ; undiagnosed, 6;
urticaria,. 1; vitiligo, 3; vulvitis, 1. Tuberculosis: Consolidation, marked, one
or both lungs, 14; defect in one or both lungs, 82; general, 4; glandular, 17;
glandular healed, 13; imminent, 11; meninges, 2; osseous, 14; osseous healed,
14; pulmonary, 26.

In closing let me plead for an annual medical subauthorization for Kotzebue of
not less than $750. If I were to be here a fourth year with a resident nurse who
could run the hospital and medical work in my absence, I would need every cent
of this sum to enable me to visit all stations once and some twice. In fact, all
should be visited twice a year and it must be remembered that with the reopen-
ing of the Point Hope School, there will be an additional village to be visited.
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REPORT OF DR. FRANK W. LAMB, NULATO.

Seventy-six natives and 13 white people have been cared for in the Nulato
Hospital during the past year. Patients have been brought in from the follow-
ing places: Holy Cross, Anvik, Piemute, Kaltag, Koyukuk Village, settlements
on the Koyukuk River, Louden, Dave Lewis village, Melozi, Ruby, Kokrines,
Unalakleet, Tanana, and Whale Back.

The following is a list of the operations that were performed in the Nulato
Hospital: Gunshot wound of intestines, 1; amputation of toes or fingers, 4;
gunshot wound of hand, 1; external urethrotomy, 2; strangulated hernia, 1;
apoendicitis, 1; uterine carcinoma, 1; lacerated cervix and perineum, 3; hemor-
rhoids, 1; tonsils and adenoids, 8; numerous excisions of minor abscesses.

During the past year the medicine man has never interfered in any way with
my work. On the contrary, with the assistance of the chief and the council, he
has been of great assistance in advising the rest of the natives to do as I asked
in regard to taking care of the sick. I have had no trouble in getting the
natives to avail themselves of the hospital. They often ask to come when they
become {1l )

The natives seem to be more careful and sanitary in their habits; they are
much more willing to follow instructions in regard to taking care of the sick;
they seem to realize the importance of precautions against tuberculosis; and
they are trying to keep the children away from bed-ridden consumptives.

All of the tubercular cases use the sanitary sputum cups now, and they are
very careful about expectorating, especially around the houses.

The natives have had a very difficult winter on account of the scarcity of
fur in this locality and their inability to obtain work. The advance in the price
of muskrat hides was a godsend to these people this spring. When they heard
about the fur advancing in value they all left town to trap, with the exception
of two or three. On account of this exodus, I had to hire two men to clean up
the village. Most of the houses were fumigated, the drains were redug, dead
dogs were buried, and kerosene furnished by the Northern Commercial Co. was
put in all swamps near the village. The whole village was raked, including the
water front. Tin cans were picked up and carried away from town. Refuse
was burned as fast as it was raked up.

During the year I visited Ruby, Koyukuk, Louden, Dave Lewis Village, and
Melozi, eight times ; Unalakleetyonce ; Kaltag, eight times ; Holy Cross, Piemute,
and Anvik, once each.

During the year there have been 13 deaths and 20 births in the village.

'REPORT OF DR. DANIEL S. NEUMAN, NOME.

The mortality of the Nome natives and those of the surrounding villages was
extremely small this year. The birth rate was more than three times in excess
of the deaths. On account of unusually severe storms last winter we had a
greater number of frostbite cases, in some of which amputation became neces-
sary. Snow-blind patients were increased, as compared with previous years.
During the year three new tubercular cases developed in Nome. There was one
extra uterine pregnancy case, which developed at Council and was successfully
operated on in Nome. }

While attending the reindeer fair, at Hot Springs, last winter, I thoroughly
examined 39 delegates and found as follows: Average weight, 162 pounds; gen-
eral appearance, well nourished; no skin diseases; glands, normal; the vision
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was good, with a few exceptions where snow blindness produced opacity of the
lenses ; none were found color blind ; the teeth were good, although not as well
cared for as they should be; the hearing was very acute, with the exception
of two cases; the nasal passages were free from any obstructions; the chest was
well developed, the average measurement being 36¢; the lungs, with the excep-
tion of two cases, were well developed ; heart was found normal; the average
pulse, 72; abdomen in all these cases was distended from the amount of food
consumed ; no venereal' diseases were found; the upper and lower extremities
were well developed ; mentality was above the average.

From the examination of those delegates I draw my conclusion that the
Eskimo exposed to outdoor life is much healthier than the village native, as the
latter has not the same good record as the former.

SECTION 3.—REPORTS BY TEACHERS.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UNITED STATES PUBLIC SCHOOL AT
HYDABURG, IN SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA.

By CHARLES W. HAWKESWORTH, Teacher.

This town was made up of people from the three towns of Klinquan, Howkan,
and Kassan, and naturally there was a good deal of adjusting to be done
among the families from those towns before they could work together in wnison.
From the start in 1911 we have had one policy and that was cooperation.
To-day the town works as a unit.

Five years ago many of the young people throughout southeastern Alaska
went to Indian reservation schools in the States, thinking that they could not
secure at home the necessary preparation for life. That custom has almost
ceased so far as Hydaburg is concerned. Our boys and girls see that they can
do better for themselves and their people by getting all we have to offer here,
and then going to a college or technical school in the States for the final
training. Already three of our seventh-grade boys have formed this plan. In
the coming years the college-trained natives of Alaska are bound to have large
opportunities in building up the commercial and industrial interests of the
North.

Before the Territorial compulsory school law became effective we had adopted
an attendance system of our own. It was very simple. All boys and girls
wanted to get an education; the trouble was they did not see the need of regular
attendance. We made it clear to them that they must do one thing or another;
either they must come to school every day and be in their seats promptly at the
beginning of each period or else they would not be allowed to come at all,
They decided to attend regularly. Out of an enroliment of 115 for the year we
had a monthly average attendance of 94.18 per cent. And this notwithstanding
the fact that a considerable number of our people left in January for a visit
to their friends in Masset, British Columbia. Also the Waterfall cannery
started its spring work on the 14th of April and on that day came here with its
power boat and took away half of our school.

All of the older children belong to the Boy Scouts or Camp Fire’ Girls, and
are justly proud of their membership cards, issued in New York. This is
the second year we have done the scout work, but the first year of the Camp Fire
Girls. The manuals prepared for the use of these two organizations contain
many courses, and each scout master and camp fire guardian may choose the
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course most needed. For the Boy Scouts our first choice was seamanship. On
this island there are neither roads nor tralls. One travels only by water.
Southeast Alaska is a region of thousands of islands, so it was most important
for the boys to leam the rudiments of navigation. After we had studied
the manual on navigation, we took up the manual on First Ald, and demon-
strated its instructions; thean we gave our time to the manual en Civics. The
recent law of Alaska granting citizenship to Indians makes it necessary for
the growing school popuiation to understand the duties as well as the rights of
citizenship. At the end of the year we took up the requirements of the first-
class scout and learned the use of the semaphore and the fundamentals of
telegraphy.

Our singing class met on Thursday nights. On the evening of Thanksgiving
Day, after the annual dinner, the singing class presented a very creditable
minstrel show in the town hall.

We organized a literary, debating, and soclal society called the Alpha Literary
Society, which filled a long-felt need. The children use English in their recita-
tions In school, but out of school and in their homes the Hydah language is
used. Thelr debates, talks, and written compositions for the literary soclety
gave them confldence in using English. This gives us confidence that our
slogan, “ Hydaburg, an English-speaking town in 1920,” will be realized.

On November 27 we organized the town under the new Territorial law. This
gave power to the council to enforce its ordinances and it has been the means
of increasing the influence of that body. Before the organization of the town
there was no way of getting action aside from going into the commissioner’s
court. Now all petty troubles, and those, I am thankful to say, are the only
kind we have had this year, are settled by the council.

Instead of taxing the people for money for public work, the townspeople join
together, each giving his time and labor; thus a certain amount of public
work is accomplished each year. Last fall the sidewalk was extended from
the bridge to School Street; also Second Street was extended over the hill to
meet First Street at the Cove.

With regard to a church, two propositions were presented to the town. One
was for the Mission Soclety to build the church with funds of its own, the
people furnishing the labor; the other was for the people themselves to erect
the building ; they chose the latter. As you know, Indians in southeast Alaska
have in the past felt in duty bound to spend a good deal of money in honoring
their dead. That feeling is still here; in er'ecq:lng the new church there is a
chance for them to have a memorial of their loved ones, also a house of worship
for themselves and future generations.

Notwithstanding the failure of the spring salmon fishing for the past two
years and the small returns to the fishermen during the cannery seasons, the
business of the Hydaburg Trading Co. has been satisfactory. Mr. Helwig,
from the Seattle office, was here in January and closed the books for the fourth
year. He found that the gain from the store and mill for the year ending
January 6, 1916, had been $5,420.26. From this $3,766.23 was paid back in
cash dividends to the investors and the patrons of the business. The balance
of $1,654.03 was put into the reserve fund, making that fund at the close of
the fourth year’s business $6,794.57. This looks well. But without that reserve
we could not do business. The income from fishing, to the people of the town,
is so small that they have not enough to live on during the winter and there
is no possible way for them to get an additional income under the present condi-
tions. It becomes necessary for them to run accounts at the store, and - they
can not earn enough in a season to settle those accounts. Consequently the
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outstanding accounts are getting larger from year to year. At the present time
they are just about the same size as the reserve fund. I see no way to counter-
act this condition usiil an additional business is introdueed in town. At
present a mild curing plant and a cannery would be the most suitable.

Up to the present time the townspeople have iavested in the combined store
and mill business the sum of $11,885. This is money which they had saved up
from their work in the canneries when conditiens were much better than they
are now. All heads of families, as well as many of the children, have money
invested in the business. When this year’s dividends were paid and the amount
added to the former dividends it made the total amount returned in cash during
the four years’ business $12,727.53, or $1,392.68 more than had originally been
invested. I might also add that the $1,822.11 due the Government, which
had been advanced on the mill, was also paid back during this year. Every
wholesale imvoice is paid before it becomes due, thus giving us the extra dis-
count and leaving the “Accounts payable” a closed account from month to
month,

The results of these four years’ business in Hydaburg plainly show that the
prosperity of our native towns depends on their getting together and conduct-
ing their own affairs under one big business directed by the Bureau of Edu-
cation. Plainly cooperation is the secret of success for the Alaskan natives.

I see no reason why, in the course of time, all of these cooperative stores in
Alaska should not take another step forward, unite their orders, and buy as
one, in large quantities from the manufacturers at closer figures than we are
now able to get by sending smail orders frequently to the various jobbing
houses. An additional man might be employed in the Seattle office whose duty
it would be to act as agent for the Alaskan stores, also to find a market for
the canned produce, the mild-cured and the canned salmon, as well as to handle
the furs sent from the various villages.

ANNUAL - REPORT OF THE UNITED STATES PUBLIC SCHOOL
AT KLUKWAN.

By FaAY R. SHAVER, Teacher.

Gardening.—The natives are doing better work every year and are using
more vegetables, which accounts, in part, for the good health most of them
have enjoyed during the past year. No new kinds of vegetables were added to
the native gardens, but those hitherto planted have received better care.
They take great care in preparing the soil, often working for days picking
out every root and stone, and pulverizing the ground thoroughly. A number
of new gardens were made this year, and two of the old ones were abandoned on
account of the ground being too poor. Fish could be used as a fertilizer but
Wherever this has been done the dogs have dug up the fish, thus destroying
the crops. When the big landslide buried several gardens, the only remark was
“Poor garden”; it was pitiful to see the natives working for days at a time
to get a small pall of potatoes from under the slide rock.

The school garden was a decided success and it is the pride of the village,
Enough corn matured for our table use and it was very sweet and tender.
We can boast of 7 bushels of tomatoes; about a bushel ripened on the vines
and many more were ripened in the house.. The plants were loaded with
fruit, and many green tomatoes were made into preserves, pickles, and chow-
chow, We can not expect to ripen a crop of tomatoes here every year, but it
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more than pays to raise tomatoes, as there are so many uses for the green ones.
String beans did very well, the vines being loaded with fruit. Several dozen
cans were filled and preserved by the use of the canner. Celery plants were
set out and would have done well, if they had not been covered about a foot
deep by the landslide. Other vegetables did as well as usual and their
quality was excellent. I found that by the free use of wood ashes the work
of the root maggot, which has been such a pest, was nearly stopped. Cab-
bages, radishes, turnips, rutabagas, and caulifiower were affected most, but
the above treatment was quite successful. Asparagus is doing finely. The
plants are good and strong, having been out for two years. Strawberries
have not done well, as the flowers are not properly fertilized; many of the
berries are knotty. Alfaifa is a success; it has lived through two winters
and gave two crops last year, the third one being covered up by the landslide
Just as 1t was ready to be cut. I have another tract that was sowed with oats
last summer, which is nearly ready to be cut. It came through the winter
in fine shape.

This summer I am trying beardless barley, rue, millet, mangels, sugar beets,
kafir corn, and Canadian field peas. The peas are a great forage plant and
just the thing for hogs. Beardless barley should furnish the grain for
fattening. All of the above crops are looking fine at this writing. I en-
courage the natives in their agricultural work at all times and help them
when necessary with their gardens.

There is trouble about the young people getting land to use. Some of them
have gone more than a mile from the village to make gardens and even then
they find that the land is in dispute. There is plenty of land right in or
near the village for everybody, if there were no tribal claims on it. The
Government could stop all of this trouble if the land were surveyed in from
1 to 5 acre tracts and given to those who would make the best use of it.

Shopwork.—Each year I am trying to make the shop more practical in order
that it may meet the requirements of this section of the country. }l have had
good results. All of the praetice work was done on something wuseful; small
pieces when completed were given to the pupils at no cost to them, but the
larger pieces were paid for according to the quantity of material used. Most
of the boys enjoy the shopwork and have done well. We are still supplying
this part of the country with stoves, stovepipe, sleds, etc. Nine sleds, 7 and
8 feet long, were made and sold this year. We could have sold several more,
but had to wait for material, 8o could not finish them. Four air-tight stoves
were made and sold, and we have several more complete except for castings.
Eight camp stoves with ovens were made, most of which were disposed of.
One drum oven besides pans, roof plates, and quantities of stovepipe were
made and sold. The money received above the cost of material either went
to the boys or was used in purchasing additional tools. One young man who
worked in the shop here for two years is doing all of the sheet-metal work in
the hardware store at Haines and is drawing a good salary.

We have a very good outfit, which will be added to from time to time. We
hope to make enough this year to pay for a cupola so that we can make our
own stove castings, besides doing lots of other work. There is no foundry
near here, so we think there will be plenty to do.

Some upholstering material was purchased, and several chairs, stools, and
other articles of furniture were completed. A Kkitchen cabinet and many
smaller things were made and are in use.

There is not enough room in the shop for all the pupils at once. The interest
would be increased if each one had a bench and tools. On some days it was
too cold to work in the building. I hope that a basement will be put under the
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school building in which we can carry on this work. With more room we
could greatly increase the output of the shop and make it of more value to the
community.

Domestic science.—This part of the work was carried on in a very capable
manner by my assistant Mrs. Porter. Much time was spent instructing the
natives how to cook vegetables in as many Ways as possible. Each dish was
prepared several times 80 that every girl had experience in preparing it.

In the sewing class 26 aprons, § cooking cups, 1 crocheted cap, 1 corset cover,
8 pieces of crocheted lace, and buttonholes were made. Some Qf this was
machine work, but most of it was done by hand.

School work.—The classes made good progress in their books and showed a
great deal of interest in the work. Most of the pupils are ready to advance
to the next grade. Special stress was placed on enunciation, the phonic system
being used. Arithmetic and reading were empbasized, and very good work
was done in both. The natives are good spellers as a rule. A great deal of
blackboard work was done to supplement the lessons in the books. ©Our aver-
age daily attendance was 27. KEntertalnments were given throughout the
school term, to which all were invited. In this way the parents kept in touch
with the school work and became more interested in it. Several spelling bees
were given which were well attended. The more frequently we can get the
parents to visit the schoolroom the better work we get out of the pupils,

Camning.—The small canning outfit sent here by the Government two years
ago has been a success. We used tin cans the first year and lost some of them
at first on account of leaks. Better results were secured toward the end of
the season. Last year glass jars were used exclusively, and the pack was
perfect. We used the double safety jars, which gave us very little trouble.
Six dozen cans of wild-goat meat, about 30 dozen eans of salmon, 4 dozen cans
of golden wax beans, 3 dozen cans of peas, and about 2 dozen cans each of
chard and spinach were put up last summer. Beans and peas could be packed
at a profit, and perhaps spinach. The salmon put up in glass is far superior
to that put up in tins, and it looks well if properly packed.

Cooperative store—The cooperative store has certainly been a great help to
the village. There are two other native stores, but the cooperative store gets
most of the business. The new directors are all young men, except the chief,
and his presence on the board has helped us;- he has not opposed any good
measures, and the older people feel that they have a representative to look
after their interests. At the monthly meetings the business of the month is
broughbt up, and new plans to increase the business and make the store more
attractive are talked over and passed upon. It was decided to pay half of the
dividends on the money invested and the other half on purchases. New scales
were purchased, as the ones we had were not satisfactory. The new ones
are the “ Money weigh scales,” by which the clerk can tell at a glance how
much merchandise to weigh out for any amount of money. A new store build-
ing has been built by the company, and it was occupied just before the holi-
days. Our merchandise sales during the year totaled nearly $9,000, and our net
gain was 25 per cent. Everybody seemed satisfied. Three hundred and fifty
dollars’ worth of new stock was sold this year.

Hunting, trapping, and fishing.—The natives were very successful m hunting,
trapping, and fishing during the past year. About 30 bears were killed and sold
at an average price of $10; 2 dark silver fox skins sold for $200 each;
about 65 red fox skins averaged $9 each; 8 cross fox skins sold for $16 each;
21 mink skins averaged $2; 40 ermine skins averaged 60 cents each. Between’
75 and 80 lynx skins sold at an average of $10 each. Between four and five
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thousand dollars was received for fish and work in the cannery and dried fish
sold during the winter. This brings the total recelved for fur sold to nearly
$7,000. Canadian Indians who buy their supplies here also brought out $2,000
worth of skins,

Enough can not be said in praise of the Office of the Bureau of Bducation
at Seattle for the way in whiclf it looks after the natives’ imterest in the
handling of their furs. Three lots, for which the natives were offered $782
here brought them when handled by the bureau in Seattie over $1,200.

Goats.—The goats shipped here have not been a success for several reasons.
It is almost impossible to build & fence that will keep out the native dogs.
The snow falls from the bushes upon the backs of the geats in the winter
while they are feeding; this snow melts and the hair does not dry out for a
long time; their backs are often damp after being kept in the stable for two
and three days. As far as forage is concerned, there is an unlimited amount in
this country just suited to their needs. On account of their short hair, milch
goats would be much better for this country than those sent and I do not see
why that breed could not be raised at a profit. The nettles that I had hoped
the goats would destroy they would not eat. I will shear the goats soon and
the hair will be givep to some of the blanket makers.

Bees.—I1 purchased two swarms of bees in order to try them out here. One
came through in fine shape and is putting up lots of honey. There are lots of
honey-producing plants hetre, but it will take at least two years to try bees
out thoroughly.

Senitation and medéoal work.~The medical work was carried on, with Mrs.
Shaver’s assisance, in about the usual manner. There was less sickness here
than usual, except during the epidemic of la grippe. There were several severe
cases of scabies that were sent to the Mission Hospital at Haines to receive
treatment, Dr. Craig made several visits here, aiding us materially in the care
of the sick.

In mothers’ meetings, held by Mrs. 8haver and Mrs. Porter, talks were given
on scabies, tuberculosis, and the care of bables. These meetings were well
attended and very helpful.

Old customs.—The old customs of the Thlingets are holding them back,
especially the young people. Several big feasts were given last fall in which
nearly all of the money accumilated for years was spent by parties giving
the feasts. There are many things for which money may be demanded. The
largest amounts are secured on account of deaths which are supposed to have
been caused by another tribe. Last winter a young man died of pneumonia ;
his mother accused a neighboring tribe of having caused his death, and she
demanded $50, which the tribe refused to pay. She then took a vow to starve
herself, and in that way she collected $25, as they would have been the cause
of her death if she had starved. Another case was that of a little girl who
also died of pneumonia ; she was taken sick the day after she had been pushed
down in the snow by a boy while all of the school children were rolling and
playing. Her death was laid at the door of the tribe to which the boy belonged.
The. mother threatened to starve herself in order to secure $300. I found out
about it in time to tell them that such practices must be stopped, and then I
notified the United States commissioner at Haines. The result was that the
woman did not starve herself and no money was collected. Hach member of
the tribe from which the money is secured is supposed to contribute, so that
the young people are required to pay their part. If they do not pay they are
ignored by their own tribe as well as by others; of this they are greatly
ashamed, so most of them pay, sooner or later,
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The work among the natives of Alaska can not help but hold the interest of
those who have been connected with it long enough to be able to put themselves
in the natives place and look at things from their poiat of view; we sometimes
judge the natives harshly, not realizing that they are much like children at
times. In many things they show very good judgment, and most of them wish
to aid those who are working with them.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UNITED STATES PUBLIC SCHOOL AT
YAKUTAT, IN SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA.

By E. M. AxeLsox, Teacher.

Clagsroom work.—The children made good progress in the common subjects
taught, and I have had classes in all readers up to and including the fifth. In
arithmetic the advanced class did creditable work in decimals and fractions,
This class was also instructed in the history and geography of America, Alaska
and the United States receiving the most attention. Besides, I made a special
effort to familiarize the children with the English language through all methods
available, by sounds, by letters, by words and phrases, by spelling, by letter
writing, and by copy work. .

Indusirial pursuits.—Mrs. Axelson has had charge of the classes in sewing
and cooking. Both the boys and girls take great delight in using the needle,
and they take a special pride in making the designs on the sewing cards as
neat and attractive as possible. The sewing material furnished by the Alaska
School Service is utilized to the utmost. In the first place, it offers the pupils
an excellent opportunity to learn needle craft, and, secondly, when the cloth
is finished it offers good, serviceable garments to the children.

Cooking and canning have also recelved considerable attention. Through the
kind assistance of Mr. Lopp I secured a small home canning outfit, and in the
early fall we canned berries. This work was both delightful and profitable.
First, we gathered up some of the larger children and went up to the berry
fields to pick berries. The next day we canned them. The class consisted of
eight members, and everybody joined in the work of cleaning the berries, put-
ting them into the jars, etc. We canned blueberries, salmon berries, and straw-
berries, and in such an amount that after a very liberal distribution to the
individuals of the class for their work we had about 100 quart jars left for our
own use. There is a large supply of berries every season at this place, and
this work offers great possibilities for the future, both for commercial and
home use. .

Medical and sanitary work.—The supplies of medicine and books furnished
the teachers I consider invaluable. By these means we are able to render first
aid to the sick, and often throughout the disease extend service almost equal
to professional. Hardly a day has passed by but that there have been some
native calling on me for medical assistance, and often there have been as
many as six and eight in one day. When I first came here the natives had
little or no faith in the white man’s medicine, but now they think this medicine
can cure everything.

The health of the natives seems to be improving. This, no doubt, is due to
the fact that they begin to take better care of themselves; they begin to live
under better sanitary conditions, and their homes, their food, and their clothing
are superior to that of some of the white men of this place.

Concluding remarks.—In regard to morals, this last year has been a great
Improvement. With the arrival of a marshal here, beer making and liquor
traffic has been reduced to almost nothing. All the younger people have begun
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to marry according to the laws of the nation. As a whole the people are
becoming more industrious and spend their money in a more judicious way,
and we all must admit that the untiring efforts of the Alaska School Service
are doing wonders with the natives of Alaska.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UNITED STATES PUBLIC SCHOOL AT
AKIAK, ON THE KUSKOKWIM RIVER, IN WESTERN ALASKA.

By JouN H. KmLBUcK, Teacher.

The Akiak United States public school which was established in July, 1911,
has been under my care continuously for five years. The year just closed has
been a trying one for this entire river, both for the natives and the white men
and for the Akiak school. The nonarrival of the steamer Abler and the late
arrival of the Bender Brothers prevented the Kuskokwim River Commercial
Co.’s river steamer Quicksiep from making her up-river trip, causing a serious
shortage of provisions up and down the river. Some kinds of food were
exhausted before the winter was over. The hardship this entailed was, no
doubt, considerable in some sections.

This village, upon our arrival five years gago, occupied less than an acre of
ground ; it consisted of four cabins above ground, two half under ground, and
four huts altogether under ground, beaver style—10 habitations for about 115
people. To-day the village is spread over a space of no less than § acres, upon
which are erected three rows of dwellings, 24 in number, not including the
,schoolhouse, teacher’s dwelling, and the church. These 24 cabins are as a
rule occupied by one family; they are well lighted with from two to four
windows and have means of ventilation without opening the door. Eleven of
these cabins have cellars under them, and there is one under the schoolhouse
that is 32 by 16 by 6% feet. There are also 15 private water-closets. In 1911
there were no ranges in the village and only one sewing machine. Now there
are 5 ranges, 19 stoves, 18 sewing machines, and 6 phonographs. , Tables, chairs,
rocking chairs, bedsteads, and bed springs are to be found in these homes.
The premises about these homes are looked after the year round, and the house-
wife is the prime mover in this forward step. She does not hesitate to rake
the rubbish into plles and set fire to them. Last year’s rubbish does not exist
any more. Clean premises are reliable indexes of cleanliness inside the houses.

By engaging in the reindeer industry and by tilling the soil the people of
Akiak have made notable advancement in civilization. Up to our arrival only
men who had served the required term of apprenticeship in the reindeer service
were in possession of deer. The privilege of any native of good standing to
acquire reindeer had been given by the Government some years before our
coming to Akiak, but no one here had taken advantage of it. In this village
there are now 14 individuals who have acquired deer either for cash or In
payment for labor, and they own from 2 to 50 deer each, aggregating something
like 127 head. The Government’'s guarantee to protect the owners in the
possession of his deer, insuring the proper disposition of the herd after his
decease, IS one of the reasons why the native has taken to purchasing deer.
The present owners do not expect to get very great benefit from the few deer
they are able to purchase, but they look upon this transaction as a provision for
their children. Before this, however wealthy a native might be, his wealth
after his death went mostly to outsiders, while his own Immediate family
usually became destitute. Our suecess in getting these people thus to provide
for the future is an achievement of which we are proud.
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Our greatest triumph, however, was our success in getting the natives to
break away from that pernicious old custom, the potlatch. The potlatch out
of the way, the providing of home comforts engaged the attention of the people.
The women and children at once began to be better dressed, the wife wés
given a sewing machine, a better stove, an ample supply of kitchen and table
ware, and food the year round. The men were able to keep their best dogs, a
good gun, a full supply of steel traps, and a good boat; in the days of the
potlatch they had to give up these things on demand. By practicing a little
economy and self-denial, a savings-bank account was possible, in the form of
reindeer, which is the very best bank for the Alaskan native. Debt, the bane
of the Eskimo’s life, became less and less with each succeeding year after the
potlatch was abolished by the village, and the close of the present fiscal year
sees the Akiak people practically out of debt.

Gardening.—The climate of Akiak is favorable to gardening; the soil is a
sandy loam, covered with the sediment of overfiows from the river. The drain-
age is good. As there is no moss there is no ice under the ground. Before our
arrival there was not a foot of ground under cultivation, and the natives were
very skeptical of their ability to make things grow. Immediately upon our
landing in July, 1911, we spaded up a small bed and planted radishes, turnips,
and lettuce. These gave a good yield, except the turnips, which the rabbits
enjoyed. The following year several men made gardens, each about 10 by 12
feet in size. Year after year the number of gardeners increased, and the
gardens grew in size. Now every family is cultivating a plot, and the ground
under tillage is about 8 acres. ’

The returns from the sale of vegetables raised in Akiak gardens were $50
-one year, $150 for the next year, and $750 for this year. The price of potatoes
was $200 per ton until this year, when it was lowered to $140. This village
had the distinction of being able to supply the potato demand for this section
of the Kuskokwim Valley, disposing of at least 5 tons. The Abler’s failing to
arrive with the winter’s supplies of potatoes for the river was a fair wind to
potato growers, and Akiak had its share. Ten dollars was the lowest realized
on the last crop by an individual, and the highest was $240. There were 14
sellers of vegetables, and these averaged $53.51 apiece. The quality of the
vegetables, especially potatoes, has improved from year to year. The buyers,
principally miners and prospectors, were well pleased to be able to get new
potatoes of such good quality., The miners of Canyon Creek Camp laid in a
supply of 1} tons of potatoes for the summer. The natives also had sauer-
kraut, canned red beets, and berries for sale. Besides the vegetables sold, the
natives used a very liberal supply themselves throughout the year.

The vegetables that do well at Akiak are peas, carrots, potatoes, ¢abbage,
caulifiower, chard, rhubarb, turnips, radishes, lettuce, beets, and celery. This
year the gardens are still more increased in size, the main crop being potatoes.

The proposed agricultural fair did not materialize on account of the incle-
ment weather. The potatoes were harvested in wet weather, and it took all
our time to dry them and get them into condition for storing for the winter.

We have made great efforts to get the people to be forehahded instead of
behindhanded. It was gratifying to see every net ready for use long before
the salmon arrived, and fish traps were ready to set out as soon as the ground
was thawed enough to permit the driving of the stakes. The gardens were
spaded and the ground prepared for seeding before the weather was warm
enough for planting.

740°—17—Bull. 32——4
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In work for themselves, such as fishing and fixing up their homes, the men
and women were diligent. A number of the men put in their spare time
throughout the winter in getting out logs and dressing them for new cabins.
Three new cabins, at least, will go up this coming summer. Besides the 30
cords of wood put up for the school, the men got out 60 cords of steamboat
wood at $5 per cord.

Mrs. Kilbuck had charge of the sewing for the school and village. The village
part of this work consisted principally of making patterns and giving sugges-
tions as to trimming. She also attended to most of the medical work. She
herself has not been well the entire year, but none of us realized the strain she
was under until she just had to give up in May. During the year there was
much sickness, with eight deaths, the heaviest toll of all the years we have been
here. There were two deaths—an adult woman and one girl of 8 years—from
tuberculosis of the lungs. The rest were little children, who succumbed to
meningitis, which became epidemic in our village. The malady was new to us,
we did not understand it, and it was only later that a physician told us what it
was. The first case lasted only four days; some of the others lingered along for
several weeks.

In the school, classroom work did not begin until October, because we waited
for the arrival of the assistant teacher, and later we were all busy with the
gardens and preparation for winter. The total enrollment for the year was not
s0 great as the last, because we could not handle a larger school than the one
we had; we turned off some children from other villages who wanted to attend
school. Our total enrollment was 53, with a regular attendance of about 43.
School was in session every school day from 9 a. m. to 3 p. m. The bell was
almost always rung promptly on time; on the very few occasions when it did
not, the children became restless and wondered what was the matter. The
pupils attended very regularly, and if for any reason absence was necessary,
permission was always asked for either by the pupil or parent. The children
worked faithfully, and they made a particular effort to lighten my dutles. The
parents were responsible for this, for, when no assistant teacher came, they
expressed their sympathy for me, predicting a hard time for me. One old lady
lamented the fact that all the English she knew was * Tomollow "—otherwise
she would only be too glad to assist me. This spirit of helpfulness expressed
itself in many ways all through the year. Some of the children were incor-
rigible at home, but they were well behaved and obedient while in school.

During January and February the school was in the care of Peter Williams,
a native young man, whom Supt. Johnson appointed upon my recommendation,
in order to give me an opportunity to go out and inspect the deer herds. Being
one of their own number and having been a pupil with them under me, he had
a pretty hard time of it at first, but he rose equal to the occasion and won the
respect of the children. Before turning the school over to Peter, I gave
the advanced pupils tablets and required them to keep records of their daily
work at home. I also assigned to the boys the special work of making a
miniature dog sleigh, such as are in common use. In the sleigh-making contest
the first and second places were won by Adam Williams, a boy 12 years old.
This little fellow has been bedridden for the past three years with tubercular
abscesses on the hip and the left leg. He lies on his stomach when he works.
There was only one public program rendered this year, and that on Christmas
eve. The children acquitted themselves well in singing and recitation. There
is a growing demand for music lessons on the part of parents and children.

Throughout the year eight different camps were inspected, two of them,
Kinak and Kalkak, were visited twice. The camps were in fairly good shape.
_The apprentices of Kinak Camp have given the most trouble; they seem to
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find discipline very irksome. The natives in the upper country seem to be
anxious to get into the deer work, and we have more applications for appren-
ticeship than we can accept.

The past year has been rather hard on the deer. In the wet summer the
deer suffered from hoof rot. This winter the snow was coated with ice, worse
in sections, and in consequence the deer were poor, and the nails of the hoofs
showed abnormal growth. This abnormal condition of the hoofs prevented
the deer from digging through the snow and even hindered their walking
properly. By trimming, this defect was remedied.

A lone wolf wandering over the deer ranges all winter caused the deer men
no little anxiety. With all his prowling only six killings by this wolf were
reported.

Mr. A. Twichell again bought about 150 female deer from the Lapps. He
also bought steers from the native herders for the Iditarod market.

The annual reindeer fair was again held at Aklak. Much interest was taken
in this fair on account of the presence of the district superintendent, Mr.
Walter H. Johnson, and on account of the prizes furnished by Seattle
merchants.

In closing this report we will put down what we should like to see:

1. More schools on the Kuskokwim River and on the west coast. The work
accomplished at Akiak could be duplicated in other villages, if only Congress
would give the Alaska division of the Bureau of Education the necessary funds.

2. An officer. of the law, such as United States commissioner, and a court to
be held at least once a year, either at Akiak or Bethel. Such a step would be
for the good of the white man and the native.

3. A post office. Akiak Is becoming a center for a number of mining camps
and is a convenient point for the distribution of mail. The mail carrier
between Bethel and Holy Cross passes right by Akiak in the summer time,
and he could come by here in the winter just as well without any loss of time.
Several stores are being established at Akiak, and this will be the terminal
of ocean-going boats.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UNITED STATES PUBLIC SCHOOL IN
THE VILLAGE OF GAMBELL, ON ST. LAWRENCE ISLAND, IN
BERING SEA!

By ALFRED V. GopsavE and JoHN F, Co¥rriN, Teachers.

General conditions.—The Gambell natives are an honest, thrifty, healthy,
prosperous, and intelligent set of people. A study of their histery emphasizes
the fact that they owe their present comparatively advanced condition to the
work of the United States Bureau of Education among them. When the school
was established here 20 years ago, the St. Lawrence Island Eskimos were
uncouth barbarians living in filthy houses, afilicted with all manner of diseases
due to their terrible living conditions, addicted to the use and manufacture of
intoxicating liquor, and suffering from the evils resulting from its use; they
were at the mercy of the traders and whalers as to the prices received for their
commodities ; for food they were entirely dependent upon their uncertain catch
of seal and walrus; they were reluctant to send their children to school unless
they were paid for attending; they were habitual thieves and liars.

18t, Lawrence Island is ice-bound and inaccessible for eight months of the year.
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As the result of long years of patient toil by the representatives of the Bureau
of Education on the island, what do we find? The filthy houses are gone, and
instead are found clean, substantial houses made of skins, drift-wood, or lumber
from Nome or Seattle. Twenty-one lumber-buflt houses on an untimbered
island, where the price of lumber is almost prohibitive, and where, owing to

- the scarcity of fuel, such houses can be fully enjoyed only during the summer
months, are monuments to the desire of these people to advance in civilization.
The improvement in housing has brought with it a corresponding improvement
in cleanliness and health. While the Gambell natives have not adopted, in
all respects, the customs of civilized life, yet when we consider their past his-
tory and their present environment we must give them a great deal of credit.
For many years the manufacture and use of alcoholic liquors has been dis-
continued, and the people are most peaceable and law-abiding. Instead of
the food supply being wholly limited to the catch of seal and walrus, they
have enjoyed for the past 16 years the benefits of a reindeer herd. The rein-
deer herd is a present source of food and clothing; its effect upon the minds
of the people as a constant safeguard against starvation, should there be no
catch of seal or walrus, is most valuable. No longer are the St. Lawrence
Islanders at the mercy of traders and whalers. In addition to the cooperative
store, of which I shall write later in this report, there are two other stores
under Eskimo management; so that necessary commodities are now always
obtainable on the island at reasonable prices. Nor do teachers have to pay
children to attend school. To-day the worst punishment that could be inflicted
upon a child in this village would be to expel him from school. And, not least
important, of late years the word of the Eskimo has been more in conformity
with the truth, and stealing is a crime which is rarely committed,

In addition to many skin canoes, the natives of Gambell have 15 fine, 2-ton
whaleboats, and the homes of the people contain many of the inventions of
the white man.

The people of St. Lawrence Island originally came from Indian Point, Siberia ;
they were the same as the people of that place in language, beliefs, customs,
and conditions. To-day the people of Indian Point, who have been denied school
privileges and uplifting agencles, remain poor, fiithy, and ignorant. They are
in the same stage of development occupied by the St. Lawrence Island natives
before Uncle Sam took them under his governmental wing. Even our natives
are sorry for their Siberian relatives because they are so poor and so dirty.
I had ample opportunity to see this for myself when the Indian Pointers paid
us their annual visit this spring. To me the comparison between the two
tribes shows convincingly that the money invested by our Government in this
work has not been wasted.

In the schoolroom.—In the primary room the children were taught spelling,
reading, drawing, and arithmetic. The older pupils memorized all their
‘“ tables,” also began work in short division. The interest of the children was
sustained largely through competitive games. They also did considerable
work in paper cutting and pasting with parquetry paper. Young as they are,
these pupils showed remarkable skill in drawing. Perhaps the subject which
they enjoyed most, and in which they excelled, was spelling. From the regu-
larity with which the little. tots 6 to 8 years old came to school, no matter how
stormy the weather, it was evident that school was the most important thing in
their lives.

The advanced room had an average. daily attendance of from 18 to 28, vary-
ing as the people traveled back and forth between the village and their
camps. The pupils in this room were divided into four classes and covered
the work usually covered by seven grades in the States. The attendance, dis-
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cipline, and attention to work were at all times satisfactory. The work was
made practical and adapted to local needs. In arithmetic we were more con-
cerned about figuring the cost of quantities of tea, bread, flour, and sugar and
the making of bills for the same, than about finding the least common multiple
of certain numbers. The coinage of the United States was taught almost daily
during the entire term, until al! but the smallest children knew the coins and
their values. We found what we called “ arithmetic game” to be very inter-
esting and most instructive. Two captains were named by the teacher and
they “ chose sides,” the two sides facing each other on opposite sides of the
room. Then beginning with the captains they alternately asked .each other
questions in arithmetic, such questions being the result of their own mental
effort. Both the pupil asked and the one asking the question were required to
answer it, and if either failed he took his seat. Some days they would be re-
quired to confine all questions to one topic, such as problems in money, telling
time, or number work. It was astonishing what rapid progress the children
made In solving mental arithmetic problems; many of their questions would
have given white children of same age difficulty in answering, even with the
aid of paper and pencil.

The making 6f an Eskimo-English dictionary was introduced into the lan-
gauge work. Pupil and teacher worked on the dfctlonary together, each
having his own copy. This work was most helpful to all, and tended to
remove the natural hesitation of the pupils to speak English. As an exercise in
translation, the members of one class would go to the blackboard and write
their English interpretation of the sentences prepared by the teacher and
spoken to them in Eskimo by a member of another class. This work was
very interesting and gave the teacher many opportunities to impart real in-
struction both by means of the substance of the sentences employed and the
correction of the pupils’ translations. Physiology and sanitation were given
special emphasis. While the study of history and geography is rather difficult
for the pupils, they applied themselves to the best of their ability. The native
children are fond of drawing and all the classes turned out fine work, They
are also very fond of singing. )

Calisthenics were made an important part of the work., A simple form
of military drill was also given, and it was surprising how quickly the
children learned such maneuvers as could be performed in the schoolroom.

Night school.—From October 1 to January 30 Mr. Coffin and I taught evening
classes of young and middle aged men twice a week. There was an average
attendance of about 15. Some men whose children know how to work fractions
could not add two plus two or read the simplest English. There were others,
however, who were well advanced in arithmetic; two especially including in
their work problems in compound proportion, involution, and simple problems
in plane geometry. As in the day school, we made this work practical in nature
and explained to the young men how to intelligently exchange their ivory and
furs for the merchandise of the store or trader.

Instruction in sewing and cooking was given by Mrs. Godsave. The sewing
class met three times a week and Included the married women and the girls
- from both school rooms. All Eskimo women are natural adepts in the art of
sewing, but it was a surprise to us to see the ability and interest manifested
by the junior class, a group of eight little girls, none of whom were over 10
years of age. All sewing was handwork. The women's class made snow shirts
for the school boys; the older girls hemmed hand towels, made dresses for
themselves, and each knit a pair of mittens. The smaller girls hemmed wash
rags, each sewed a dress, and, as a novelty, Mrs. Godsave let them make rag
dolls, dressing them with small pieces of fancy cloth. They took a great inter-
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est and showed careful work in this doll contest. The maker of the best doll
received a prize.

Cooking.—The cooking class met once a week and included all the girls that
desired to come, whether or not they were attending school. Each was re-
quired to keep a neat cookbook into which she wrote her recipes. Each recipe
was memorized before the food of which it treated was actually cooked. The
girls were required to wash their hands and clean their nafls before bringing
them into contact with the ingredients,  This elass did all the cooking and work
incident to the Thanksgiving dinner, which was enjoyed by the whole school.
They also entertained their mothers at an afternoon “ tea party.” Needless to
say the cooking class was eagerly attended.

Carpentry.—The class in carpentry, instructed by Mr. Coffin, included 10
boys and met twice a week. Eskimo boys take to tools as a duck does to
water. Their race is one that in the past has made more use of the hands
than of the head, so the boys have a natural bent toward manual-training
work. The most valuable lessons were in the use and care of the respective
tools. The articles made consisted of neat little tool chests and baxes, many
of which were traded for mittens with the girls of the sewing class. At the
close of the year the class carefully sharpened and cleaned all tools. This
equipment is of great assistance to the village, and on numerous occasions has
performed valuable service.

Medical work.—Owing to the outdoor life by the men, and the fact that
their blood is in their daughters, and to the further good fortune that Gambell
is not located near a white settlement, which would mean contamination by the
undesirables of that race, the natives of this village ate a healthy people.
‘While there are two or three old people whose condition is such that they really
ought to be in a hospital, the .rest of the inhabitants are in good condition.
During the past year there have been no serious cases of sickness. We have
been called upon to give medical assistance about 40 times per month, but it
has been confined to the relief of minor afflictions, such as mild colds, stomach
troubles, weak eyes, skin eruptions, boils, and minor knife wounds. In this
work we relied entirely upon the directions given in the medical handbook
edited by Dr. Emil Krulish and Dr. D.-S. Neuman. This book is invalnable to
the layman, because it generally tells us what we wish to know in terms that
we understand.

- During the whole fiscal year there have been 13 births and 5 deaths, which
shows an unusual gain of births over deaths in an Eskimo village.

Sanitation.—The fact that for eight months of the year we are * frozen up”
is the saving feature of this village as far as health and sanitation are con-
cerned. The intense and persistent cold weather prevents the existence of
many harmful bacteria. During the winter, in spite of the apparently unsani-
tary methods, there is very little sickness and little annoyance from conditions
that in another climate would be unbearable. In the spring, as soon as the
snow melts, everyone turns out with hoes, shovels, and rakes and cleans up.
The débris is buried. This year the snow will not melt until July, 80 our clean
up will be later than usual. As a whole the village is as clean as can be
expected where sewerage and paved streets are impossible and where the
presence of many dogs is a necessity.

The erection of the windmill in 1914 was a great addition to the public
utilitles of the village. For a few months at least everyone can get pleaty of
water for washing purposes without carrying it half a mile,

Most of the natives are clean. Some of the old men and aristocrats always
look in the wintertime as though they never wore anything but new clothes.
The school children, with few exceptions, are always quite clean. They do



REPORTS BY TEACHERS. 55

their own washing, as a rule using the tubs at the schoolhouse., One of the
boys must have made considerable money by doing laundry work for his
wealthier friends.

Walrus and fozes.—At no time during the past year has there been a serious
shortage of seal or walrus. For months immense herds of walrus numbering
thousands and darkening the ice for miles have been in evidence all around
the island. The trapping season has been a successful one. The cooperative
store has taken In almost 300 white fox skins, and the boys still have a few
skins left with which to get their tobacco from the traders.

Social life—The Eskimos are fond of visiting each other and the teachers,

and these visits make up their social life. Formerly they used to have many
dances and religious celebrations, which of late years have been discontinued,
so that the younger generation know very little of their old beliefs and prac-
tices. The entertainments provided by the school and through the teachers
now occupy an important place in the social calendar. On Thanksgiving Day
all the children reveled in a feast of beans, apple sauce, biscuits, and tea. The
Christmas celebration was the big event of the year. The entire population
flocked to the school and listened with that tantalizing Eskimo nonportrayal of
emotion to the songs and “ pieces” offered for their entertainment. The singers
and speakers acquitted themselves well. The most enjoyed number on the
program was the giving of presents. On different occasions we entertained
small parties of young people, such times permitting many opportunities of
imparting instruction as well as entertainment. We received an average of
about 150 visits per month.
- Native assistance.—Until quite lately the Government paid for all work
done by natives in or about the school premises, and the cost was not always
light. It remained for Mr. Coffin to initiate a new policy of requiring that
work for the school must be without charge, and, although he was not the
most popular man in Alaska for a time, he accomplished a real saving for the
Government and began the teaching of a valuable lesson to the Eskimos. The
first year not much free labor was secured, but the next year they began to
weaken, and this last year we were able to accomplish considerable in this
respect. The cleaning of both schoolrooms was periodically executed by the
pupils of each. At the close of the school term we had a big “clean up,” the
larger pupils in each room doing all the work and doing it well. The snow
question gave the most difficulty. It is not pleasant to shovel snow for
nothing after receiving 25 cents an hour for past performances. We had such
¢ copious ” snowstorms all winter that it was impossible during the short days
for two men to shovel out all the doors and windows and also look after their
other duties. Therefore one day I dismissed the “big” room early and told
the five larger boys to return with shovels and go to work. They did so. The
next day each of them was appointed as captain for a definite period to have
charge of the snow shoveling. It was the captain’s duty to get out his crew
and assign to each his work. They fell in with the plan and did good work
the rest of the year. A record of their work was kept and the one with the
most credits received a prize.

Commercial enterprises.—The Eskimo Building & Loan Assoclation con-
ducts a store that was established in 1910 by Dr. E. O. Campbell. After several
years of financial uncertainty, the store has finally emerged triumphant. The
store accounts are carefully audited by the Government teachers, who also
send in the store orders and fix local prices. It is this supervision that has
made the store possible. Our last statement showed the store with all bills paid
and with $650 in cash, 429 hair seal, and 162 pounds of ivory to its credit.
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The profits belong to the Eskimo people, and are to be disbursed either in
the form of dividends, in which case they would be paid according to the value
of the purchases made by the respective natives, or they are to be used for the
general welfare. It is important that, for the present, the profits should be
set aside for the purchase of a light, but strong, power boat, that can be
beached by the natives but strong enough to go whale and walrus hunting,
make trips to Nome, and tow rafts of driftwood. If the proper kind of a boat
is secured it will be invaluable to the people of this village. Better no boat
than one that is unsuitable. After a boat is obtained, which will in all proba-
bility be this year, there should be a good boathouse; then a sort of town hall,
where the natives can have meetings, enjoy games and dances, should be
erected.

Population—St. Lawrence Island is easily capable of affording support to
several times its present population of 241. There are many natives barely
existing in other parts of the North, such as the King Islanders, who would
be able to live comfortably on St. Lawrence Island, where hunting and trap-
ping are still good. The natives here have expressed themselves as desiring
the addition of new blood, and they need more men to man their whaleboats.
A larger population would also permit more efficient and economical school
service by the Government. It is our intention to let it be known that the
Gambell natives would welcome natives from the mainland, and that the
resources of St. Lawrence Island are, in their opinion, and in the opinion of
the Government teachers, capable of supporting a much greater population
than it now has. i

Reindeer.—In the year 1900 the Government placed 70 reindeer on the island.
The report of last year showed that these few deer had increased to 1,488, in
the interim supplying the people with hundreds of skins and considerable
meat and sinew. The deer men are without dispute the cleanest, brightest,
and wealthiest of the natives. The girl who is fortunate enough to get a * deer
man ” for a husband feels highly honored.

The past year has been an extremely trying year for our reindeer. Owing
to the alternate thawing and freezing of the surface snow the moss was
buried under the ice so that the deer had difficulty in reaching the moss; many
of the deer wore away their fore hoofs in attempting to reach the food; several
were starved. At present this year’s fawning record is not complete, but we
know that the increase is much lower than it should be.

The following table gives a record of the increase of the Gambell herd for the
past 10 years:

Per cent of annual
increase.

Balaace | pawns |Killed for| Totalin
Years, previous surviv- [foodand | herd |——m—F———

3 skins, | Ji
yoar. | 10 une %0. ?ﬂvﬁ“’f” Net.

1 253 30

35 331 44 31

58 389 35 1

83 438 34 13

68 547 40 25

70 681 37 P
135 803 38 19
178 968 42 20
167 1,151 36 19
m 1,468 43 21
982 .......... 139 122
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A. PART OF THE SCHOOL GARDEN AT UNALAKLEET, IN NORTHWESTERN
ALASKA,

B. SOME OF THE WORK DONE BY THE SEWING CLASS AT YAKUTAT, IN
SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA.
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A. PART OF A REINDEER HERD IN THE NUSHAGAK REGION.

B. READY FOR THE START OF THE 5-MILE SNOWSHOE RACE. SHAK-
TOOLIK REINDEER FAIR.
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A. FOOD SUPPLY. DRYING SALMON FOR WINTER USE. ANVIK, ON THE
YUKON RIVER.

B. HUNTING WALRUS ON THE ICE FIELD NEAR NOME.
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A. THE SITE OF HYDABURG VILLAGE, IN SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA.

B. THE BEGINNING OF HYDABURG.
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The report for 1916 is not completed at present, but it is possible that it
will show a slight decrease in the above averages. These figures show that the
herd in the absence of some unusual catastrophe will double about every four
years.

If a market can be developed for the meat there is no doubt but what the
Gamibell natives will reap a rich harvest annually from their herd. It seems
certain, however, that the natives will need the protection of the government
for many years to come before they can be trusted with full property rights
in the reindeer.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UNITED STATES PUBLIC SCHOOL,
CAPE PRINCE OF WALES, BERING STRAIT.

By JameEs H. MaqUIng, Teacher,

The Cape Prince of Wales Eskimos are of a different type from those found
elsewhere. According to tradition the Wales men of long ago were great
fighters, constantly waging war with their neighbors and welcoming to thelr
band the offenders and outcasts from neighboring or even distant places.
Undoubtedly, before Columbus began his voyages, the Cape Prince of Wales
men flourished, and we need not depend entirely on their own more or less hazy
legends for such information. Deep in the ancient glacier here, under the ac-
cumulation of ages, we have recovered quantities of domestic utensils, as well
as various implements of warfare, proving that long ago the Wales fighting
man had the tools of his profession. Judging from the physique of his descend-
ants, he was well able to handle himself in any company and at any time,
The ancient Wales Eskimo laid the foundation of a most sturdy and healthy
race. All that has been said and written of the weakness of the Eskimos, their
deterioration, eventual extermination, and kindred prophesy can not possibly
stand in the light of the facts regarding the Eskimos of this settlement. In &
climate such as that of the Bering Strait region, only the fittest survive. The
Cape Prince of Wales men and women of to-day are the most fit, man for
man and woman for woman, that the writer has ever seen after many years of
close contact with and observation of many races of people.

This is probably one of the largest villages in the northwestern district and
it is unfortunate in having undoubtedly the worst all-year climate in all
Alaska. At this date, June 30, there is more snow visible than bare ground,
and it is beyond the understanding of white men just why these Eskimos pre-
fer the Cape Prince of Wales region to other more desirable and much more
productive locations.

After two years' continuous residence here we believe tradition governs to a
much greater degree than is generally understood; the present-day Eskimo
is very loath to leave the land- of his forefathers and tackle the problem of
existence elsewhere. We think that could a portion of this village be trans-
ferred to some other district or settlement, the strong Wales blood would
strengthen any section to which these people might be encouraged to move.

At Wales an undercurrent of superstition is much in evidence and it proves
a great detriment to substantial advancement. Such superstition is con-
stantly fostered by intercourse with the semibarbaric natives from the Siberian
coast. We had a visit from five boat loads of S8iberians during the present month.
None of the Siberian Eskimos compare favorably in physique or in intelligence
with our people, yet Wales nptlves with great hospitality, in contrast to their
warlike traditions, entertained the visitors with feasts, songs, dances, and
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elaborate Christian Mission services, after which a general trading was indulged
in. As to whether the Christianized native or the barbarian proved the better
trader we can not say, but our opinion is that only an Eskimo, and an Eskimo
of the keenest type, can match the Wales native at trading. Trade is a
passion instilled into the smallest of the race.

The fewer visitors we have from the Siberian coast the better it will
be for the advancement of our people. From time to time these visits are
exchanged, and at such times ancient customs, songs, and dances are revived,
all tending to a retrograde movement.

Undoubtedly a fair proportion of Wales people believe that the white man’s
way is superior to their own and try sincerely to follow it as best they can.
However, there are many who will cling to their own manners and customs
to the end of their lives and whose dead bodies will be hauled up among
the rocks of Cape Prince of Wales Mountain, where their bones will be scat-
tered and mingled with those of their ancestors. The older Wales native is
a hopeless case, and unobstructed advancement will only begin when he is
gone for good. Probably we are too enthusiastic in the matter of advance-
ment and perhaps too impatient to see accomplished that which required
generations for its development. However, we know certain Eskimos whose
sole ambition is to improve not only themselves but their race in general.
Such ambitious natives are found in every community, but they are excep-
tional enough to be mest interesting. The salvation of the race lies with the
present-day school pupil.

The strong hand is neither feared nor appreciated by the Wales youth,
and gentle methods are apt to be looked upon as signs of weakness. Corporal
punishment is an offense to the community, for the reason that the Eskimo
child is master of the parent; this is most evident here, as elsewhere in
Alaska. The mest effective punishment is suspension from school. Even
threatened suspension brings discipline when other means fail. The warm,
clean, and comfertable schoolroom with its interesting work is preferable
to the Eskimo home or even the kosga, or clubhouse.

Health—An epidemic of chicken pox spread to this place from a small set-
tlement down the coast. Practically every home had a number of cases. All
children responded promptly to the ordinary treatment. More than usual
snow blindness was noted, but the number of blood affections, such as boils
and carbuncles was reduced, probably on account of the large quantities of
fresh whale meat available toward springtime. There were nine births and
five deaths. Medical assistance was given 2,900 times, and 1,847 visits were
made to homes. At the end of the term we have no cases of serious illness,
with the exception of one stubborn case of muscular rheumatism. The
syphilitic cases are practically cured.

Reindeer.—During the year several meetings were held with those engaged
in the reindeer industry. Differences of business affairs were thrashed out
and adjusted. -

A delegation comprising 14 men and 1 woman made the trip from Wales
to the Igloo reindeer fair. Sixteen sleds and 21 sled deer constituted the
outfit. Contests were entered into and the Wales delegation succeeded in
winning a fair proportion of prizes. This speaks well for the individual,
but we regret to say that the get-tegether spirit is woefully lacking in this
community and will have to be developed before Wales deer men make a
complete success of this great enterprise.

Relief of destitution.—This is one of the serious problems for Wales teach-
ers, particularly if they are not equipped with very hard hearts; if not so
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equipped, they will often be the victims of misplaced charity. Begging is
chronic in many Eskimos. A great deal of food, clothing, and utensils was
distributed under the belief that the need was imperative, and probably in a
great number of cases it was; but when a Nome fur buyer distributed over
$1,000 in cash for skins that had long been cached we noted that a large
number of the sellers were among the chronic * needy.”

Town council.—The Wales native council is a permanent institution, and it
iz doing good work. Throughout the year the councilmen took charge of all
differences and settled the same with dispatch and fairness. Village sanita-
tion was carefully looked after, and a great improvement is apparent. Village
roads were straightened and new ones cut when and where required. Drains
were opened, and all refuse was burned or buried. The work was all done by
the able-bodied men. Two days’ labor was required, and in almost every case
the work was done willingly. There were some who complained that the .
president and secretary of the council did not handle shovels as well as the
others, but when the necessity of overseers was explained grumbling ceased.
The same general plan of village improvement will be in operation during the’
present summer, and we anticipate still better results.

Notes.—During the summer months the school building was renovated and
thoroughly cleaned. A new floor was laid in the large classroom, and all walls
and ceilings received two very much-needed coats of paint. New standard
desks were set up, and the room brightened and improved both in appearance
and comfort. With the assistance of a native workman the floors of 11 rooms
were painted, while 7 rooms received paint on walls, ceilings, and floors.

A new school bell was placed on the main building; three new stoves were
set up. A new bathroom was installed. All chimneys were overhauled and
new tiles placed where required. A very short and exceedingly wet summer
prevented other outdoor improvements which had been planned.

No cases of intoxication were reported during the fiscal year.

The seal catch was lighter than that of 1914-15, totaling 2,400. A good
walrus season netted 243, and one bow-head whale was bembed April 21. The
bone was only 5 feet long, but the meat was a great treat to the people, as no
whale had been taken in these waters for 10 years.  Only 11 white foxes were
trapped ; no red fox, and no mink. Fishing was good, and eider ducks plentiful
in the spring months. No ptarmigan were taken during the year.

Bering Straits were blocked with ice for three weeks, and communication was
established with Diomede Island.

The shore ice moved out June 20, and the U. 8. S. Bear arrived June 21.

No missionary was appointed to Wales; therefore the church work devolved
upon the teachers. Three services were conducted each week througheut the
year. The church committee as usual cared for the janitor work. The choir
practiced Friday afternoons and did very good work.

EXTRACTS FROM REPORT OF THE GOVERNOR OF ALASKA, 1916.

The natives of Alaska.—According to the United States census report of
1910 there were in Alaska 25,831 persons classified as Indians. This included
those of mixed blood, of whom there is a considerable aumber. No census of
the native population has been taken since 1910, but it is probable that the

- native population has remained practically stationary, perhaps showing a slight
increase in some sections and decreases in other places. The natives of south-
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eastern Alaska are by far the most prosperous in the Territory. Health condi-
tions among them are undoubtedly better than elsewhere. Civilizing influences
are apparent in many of the native towns and villages, due to the work among
these natives of the teachers of the U. S. Bureau of Education, under whose
direction schools are maintained, and the influence of the missionaries who
labor among them. The gospel of cleanliness and sanitation is preached and
practiced by many of the teachers and preachers, as well as the doctrine of
godliness, and the result of their combined work is seen in the village streets,
in the homes, and in the personal appearance of these people. Some of these
native towns have a measure of local self-government. They elect their town
councils, promulgate ordinances dealing with health conditions and sanitation,
and enforce them; certain police regulations are maintained, and, taken all
in all, the progress thus made is particularly gratifying. There are a number
of cooperative mercantile stores, financed by native capital and managed by
natives, under the superintendence of the school-teachers. These stores are
successfully conducted and are in themselves a means of giving to the natives
a business education that can not be provided in any other way. Thus they
see the benefits of cooperation, and the annual dividends that the stockholders
in these commercial enterprises receive are to them an object lesson in thrift
and saving. There are also a number of sawmills conducted by natives, which
not only supply them with lumber for their houses and for boat building, but
# market also is found for their product among white settlers in contiguous
communities. The principal occupation of the natives of Alaska is fishing, and
in the southeastern section many of them own their own gas boats, in whose
management they are usually as expert as the white men.

Vocational training among these natives should be greatly extended in order
to better fit them to cope with the changing conditions which the settlement of
a territory inevitably brings. Vocational or industrial training is carried on
to some extent in the native schools, but there is a fertile fleld for its exten-
sion, if sufficient appropriations could be secured from Congress for its en-
largement. The native mind is alert and receptive, and they are quick to
learn how to do the things that they see the white men do.

The Indians of Alaska have never been wards of the Government ; they have
never been clothed and fed at Government expense, and with them it has at
all times been necessary to fight for their own physical existence qr perish.
Centuries of existence under these conditions have taught them self-reliance,
and it is rarely that the native peoples of Alaska suffer from physical want,
given good fishing and hunting seasons and opportunity for employment. The
salmon fishing and canning gave employment to some 5,000 natives during the
last fiscal year, and, where they are frugal and thrifty, the money thus earned
aids them materially in procuring supplies of food and clothing for the winter
season. This people are entitled to recelve the utmost consideration from the
Government. The schools are giving them education ; they are anxious to emu-
late the white man in business and industrial methods, not for purpose of
competition, but that they may be better fitted for taking their places as citi-
zens of the United States, an ambition that permeates the very core and fiber
of those natives whose intelligence has been quickened by education and con-
tact with white civilization. In this connection, it may be here stated that
the Alaska Legislature, session of 1915, passed laws previding for the incorpo-
ration of native communities, and the admission of those natives to citizen-
ship who possess the necessary qualifications detailed in the law. A few have
taken advantage of this law and have applied for citizenship, and some of the~
native communities have sought incorporation.
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Conditions obtaining in central and western Alaska and in the interior are
not so satisfactory as in the southeastern region. Nevertheless, it may be stated
that, according to reports received by this office, they are making slow progress
in moral and material improvement. The salmon catch of the present season
has been far below the average in most sections, and reports have been re-
celved from some of the remote localities to the effect that there may be a
distinct shortage of food. One of these localities is on the Upper Copper River,
where the supply of salmon, upon which the natives there depend mainly for
their sustenance, has been an almost complete failure, and therefore some pro-
vision must be made to relieve their wants. This matter has been brought to
the attention of the department through correspondence, and it is hoped that
action will be taken before a famine arises.

Slowly the Indians of the Pacific coast section of Alaska and the interior
are learning to prepare gardens and raise vegetables for their needs. In this
work they have received instruction and encouragement from the teachers of
the schools maintained among them; and, although progress is noted in.this
line, much still remains to be done before the natives will secure any consider-
able part of their subsistence from the soil. In a few of the native villages
on the Yukon River last year the Indians raised a sufficient quantity of vege-
tables (potatoes, cabbage, turnips, carrots, etc.) to last them through the
winter. But they need careful instruction and supervision in the work of
cultivating and preparing the soil for planting and in taking care of the product
thereafter, for it must be confessed that they do not take kindly to farm and
garden work. In some of the districts of southeastern Alaska Indians have
applied for, and have been granted, land allotments and are making conscientious
efforts to till the soil and become farmers, realizing as they do that, if they
are to achieve the fullest benefits conferred by progressive civilization, they
must forego their dependence for sustenance upon fishing and hunting, and
become permanently attached.to the soil. If it were possible to give these
natives a thorough course of instruction in agricultural work much good would
- be accomplished, and a long step forward would be made in transforming them
into active and intelligent citizens.

Few epidemics have been reported among the native population during the
year, although there is nearly always more or less sickness of various kinds,
especially in the more remote villages, where usually there is an utter lack of
sanitation, and personal hygiene is unknown. Tubercular diseases are common,
as well as trachoma, and various other diseases of the eye. These are particularly
noticeable among the natives of the interior, and especially among those in-
habiting the reaches of the lower Yukon. With an appropriation of only $25,000
for the fiscal year, two hospitals for natives were constructed, and the physicians
of the Bureau of Education have done excellent work in alleviating suffering
among the natives wherever these physicians have been stationed. An excel-
lently equipped hospital was erected at Juneau during the year, and it is proving
a boon to many sick and destitute natives who come hither for treatment from
many places along the southern coast. Many more hospitals are needed not only
in coastal Alaska, but at points in the interior. These hospitals could not only
relieve suffering but many natives not afflicted with fatal maladies could be
cured and not be doomed, as many are at present, to lingering deaths. Pre-
ventive treatment is as much needed among the Indians as among the whites,
and perhaps more so.

For the fiscal year 1916 Congress appropriated $200,000 for the maintenance
of native schools in Alaska; a further appropriation of $25,000 was made for
hospitals and medical attention. This sum is notoriously inadequate to meet
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existing needs, but nevertheless it has been extremely helpful and excellent re-
sults have been obtained.

It seems that the aboriginal races of most countries readily acquire a thirst
for intoxicating liquors, probably not attained until after the advent of the
white man. Whatever may be the case among the native peoples elsewhere it is
recorded that the Alaska natives were a sober people until after the advent of

. the Russians, from whom they learned the use of intoxicants, and with a keen-
ness of imitation, having acquired the taste, when they could not secure the
white man’s liquor set about themselves to brew a liquor that would produce
the desired state of intoxication. There are different kinds of these native
brews, but alike in one result—that all produce drunkenness and debauchery.
In recent years there has been a marked decrease in the making of these liguors,
called in the vernacular “ hootch,” * sourdough,” or “cold” whisky, * quass,”
or native beer. All are deadly and demoralizing in their action upon the native,
physically and mentally. The native, as a rule, only resorts to the manufacture
of this poison when he is unable to secure the whisky or beer of commerce, the
chief offenders being the denizens of remote villages of the interior, western, and
northwestern Alaska.

Notwithstanding the continuous activity of the special agents employed by the
Government under the direction of the department and this office for the sup-
pression of the liquor trafic among the natives, there are still to be found worth-
less white men and even some proprietors of saloons who are always ready to
take the native’s money in exchange for bad whisky. While these violations of
the law are found in various towns, the most frequent infractions occur in the
remoter sections; but in all places a marked decrease in the consumption of
liquor by natives is noted. This is not wholly due to the operations of the
preventive agents, although their work is efficient, but another cause is found
in the fact that as education spreads among the Indian tribes they are enabled
to see that the use of intoxicating liquors is the bane of their people, and some
of the strongest advocates of temperance and sobriety are found among them,
and the example set by those earnest men is having a most salutary effect.

The introduction of reindeer among the Eskimos of the Bering Sea and
Arctic coasts and in western Alaska has done much to preserve the lives of
that people and insure them against starvation or want, which prior to the
introduction of reindeer was of frequent occurrence there. The keynote to
the welfare and conservation of the native peoples of Alaska is to be found in
industrial or vocational education, in teaching them the laws of hygiene and
sanitation, and then seeing that the laws are strictly observed, and in giving
them the medical attention and care that are frequently necessary, and added
to these, industrial opportunity. There used to be a somewhat brutal saying
in the West that “a good Indian is a dead Indian”; but happily that period
of ill feeling, not to say hatred, of the aborigine by the white men has passed,
and he is beginning to be looked upon as having a place in the economic
scheme of things, notwithstanding the old doctrine of the survival of the
fittest. The Indian is entitled to his place in the sun, and it is the bounden
duty of the dominant race to lead him to it gently, if possible; firmly, if
necessary, but at all times patiently.

In the report of this office for the fiscal year 1915 the condition of the
natives inhabiting the wide stretch of country known as the delta of the
Yukon and Kuskokwim Rivers was described at length, the result of investiga-
tions conducted by the Government special employee for the suppression of
the liquor traffic in the second judicial dtvision. On his second visit the present
year he found a great improvement over the preceding year. United States
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Commissioner Charles J. Koen, of St. Michael, in a general report upon con-
ditions in his precinct, states that the natives of the Yukon Delta are now
fairly prosperous, the work of the special agent in the country adjoining the
lower Yukon having been of great benefit to the natives in breaking up the
“ hootch ” makers. Mr. Koen adds:

“One arrest and conviction in this precinct has had a salutary effect on
them, as the news of the conviction was carried the whole length of the river,
and it was the means of making a lot of natives who did nothing else than brew
this deadly liquor find new residences. A speclal agent should be kept on the
lower river at all times, and every assistance given him in making arrests and
in securing convictions, as this is the only way to break up the practice. This
lower river country is an asylum for medicine men and * hootch ” peddlers, and
a law should be enacted for the prosecution of the medicine men, who levy
tribute on the other natives through fear, but who can not be reached under
existing law. A jail sentence is torture to a native, as he can not stand
confinement.”

Potlatching, or the making of gifts by the more opulent natives to their less
fortunate brothers, but who invariably expected an ample return of their bene-
factions, once prevalent, is rapidly passing, although the potlatch is still found
in some of the less civilized communities. It usually takes place at the close
of the fishing season or the beginning of winter, and it is at this time that the
natives gather at a central point and spend many days in feasting, dancing,
giving and receiving gifts, the hilarity of the event being greatly accentuated
if a supply of whisky or “hootch” can be had. It is safe to predict that a
few more years will witness the final passing of the potlatch. In remote
localities, too, as noted above, the medicine man or witch doctor may be found,
who, whenever occasion offers, is ready to practice his incantations for exorcis-
ing evil spirits and the cure of the sick, but he is almost entirely discredited
wherever education has made any progress.

Native schools in Alaska.—During the yedar the Bureau of Education main-
tained 70 schools for the natlves of Alaska, having an enrollment of approxi-
mately 4,000. In addition to a curriculum embracing elementary subjects,
emphasis was laid upon manual training, domestic science, and subjects of a
practical nature, by which the natives might secure immediately material results.
Besides actual teaching, the employees of the Bureau of Education devoted a
large part of their time to the adult population of their respective villages.
Sanitation and hygiene are taught them, together with any other subjects
which might help to bring their daily lives to a higher plane. The natives are
gradually coming to realize that they must reconstruct their modes of living
if they ever wish to hold their own.

By an act of the last Territorial legislature the political status of the natives
was defined and the method of procedure outlined by which they may become
citizens. Another act of the legislature provided for the organization of native
villages to be governed locally by natives. Several villages have already or-
ganized under this act.

With a view toward protecting the interests of the natives, the Bureau of
Education has adopted the. policy of establishing reserves, through Executive
order, of certain tracts desirable for use by natives. By this method the bureau
is able to work out its plans for the improvement of the natives, unhindered by.
outside influences. It is the plan of the bureau to attract natives to reserves
already established through the introduction of such industries as will make the
natives self-supporting and independent. It should be noted that Alaska re-
gerves differ from the Indian reservations in the United States in that the
natives of Alaska are as free to come and go as they were before the reserves
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were established. Residence on the reserves is entirely optional with the in-
dividual native.

Health conditions.—The health conditions among the natives of Alaska dur-
ing the past year were approximately the same as the previous fiscal year.
With the limited funds at its command the Bureau of Education continued to
do what it could to alleviate the suffering of the native population along
medical lines. Approximately $19,000 of the educational fund was used for
medical work among the natives, which, together with the special appropria-
tion of $25,000, granted for the first time by Congress for the medical relief of
the natives of Alaska, made a total of $44,000 with which to cope with the
medical needs of the natives. Besides furnishing a medicine chest for each
school, from which the teacher in charge attended to the minor ailments of the
natives in the vicinity, small hospitals in charge of physicians were maintained
in Kotzebue, Nulato, and Kanakanak. In addition, physiclans were main-
tained at Mountain Village on the lower Yukon at Nome, Seward, and Sitka.
The appropriation of $25,000 made it possible for the Bureau of Education to
erect at Juneau the only hospital in the service really worthy of the name.
The building was completed in December, 1915, and by the following spring
bhad been fully equipped and made ready for occupancy. The hospital was
opened by Dr. Douglas Brown, physician in charge, on May 9. The staff con-
sists of three nurses, matron, cook, and janitor. The building is two stories,
and accommodates 20 patients, leaving quarters for the staff. The hospital
serves all of southeastern Alaska and fills a long-felt need, and will go far
toward relieving surgical and noncontagious cases among the natives.

Plans are now being made for the erection of a 10-bed hospital on the
Kuskokwim River. This has been made possible by an increase of the medical
appropriation through a Senate amendment. The 1917 appropriation for this
purpose is $50,000. The district served by the Juneau hospital and that which
will be reached by the proposed Kuskokwim hospital forms but a small part of
the Territory that needs to be reached. The difficulties encountered in reach-
ing even a small percentage of the population can be appreciated when one
considers the vast territory over which the native population is scattered, in
groups rarely exceeding 200 in number. When this fact is borne in mind and
the unquestioned, imperative need of medical relief i§ considered, the bureau’s
estimate of an annual appropriation of $125,000 seems modest. Numerous and
repeated investigations and voluminous reports have shown, without a shadow
of doubt, that the need for an adequate appropriation for the relief of the
natives is imperative. It is to be hoped that Congress will grant the necessary
appropriation without delay, for the cause of the natives is not hopeless if pro-
vision be made at once.

The Bureau of Education, with the aid and cooperation of the United States
Public Health Service, has established an excellent hospital, and has demon-
strated its ability to economically care for the natives’ needs, and it is to be
hoped that Congress will make it possible for the bureau to establish similar
institutions in the other sections of Alaska where the needs are equal if not
more imperative. Tubercular sanitariums are especially needed, as tubercu-
losis is one of the most prevalent of the diseases from which the natives
suffer.

The reindeer industry.—The year 1892 saw the beginning of a constructive

. and beneficial policy, inaugurated by the Federal Government in Alaska, when
the importation of reindeer began from Siberia to this Territory. This im-
portation continued for 10 years, at the end of which time 1,200 had been
brought over. From this nucleus the present Alaska reindeer service grew.
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The 1915 report shows a total of 70,243 reindeer distributed among 76 herds.
Of this number 46,683, or 66 per cent, are owned by 1,140 natives; 3,408, or
5 per cent, are owned by the United States; 6,800, or 10 per cent, are owned
by the missions; and 18,262, or 19 per cent, are owned by Laplanders and other
whites. The total income of the natives from the reindeer industry for the
fiscal year ended June 80, 1915, exclusive of meat and hides used by the natives
themselves, was $81,997. The return on the investment in the reindeer service
is shown by the following table:

Valuation of 46,683 reindeer owned by natives in 1915, at $25 each______ $1, 167, 075
Total income of natives from reindeer, 1895 to 1916 369, 407
Valuation of 238,560 reindeer owned by missions, Laplanders, other whites,
and Government 589, 000
Total income of missions, Laplanders, and other whites from reindeer,
from 1893 to 1915 107, 361
Total valuation and income. 2, 232, 843
Total Government appropriation, 1893 to 1915 307, 000
Gain (627 per cent) 1, 925, 843

The distribution of the deer among the natives has been accomplished through
a system of apprenticeship. According to the rules and regulations of the
reindeer service, the term of apprenticeship is four years. At the end of the
first year of his apprenticeship the native whose work is approved by the local
superintendent receives 6 reindeer; at the end of the second year, 8 reindeer;
at the end of the third year, 10 reindeer ; and at the end of the fourth year, 10.
With the approval of the local superintendent of the station, the apprentice
may kill the surplus male deer and sell the meat for food and the skins for
clothing. He is encouraged to use his sled deer in carrying mails, passengers,
and freight. Upon the satisfactory termination of his contract of apprentice-
ship an apprentice becomes a herder and assumes charge of his herd, subjeet
to the rules and regulations of the reindeer service. The herder must then
in turn train and reward apprentices in accordance with the provisions of the
rules and regulations. The system of distribution, therefore, continues auto-
matically. The native is not allowed to sell female deer except to the Gov-
ernment or to another native. This policy is consistent with the purpose of
the establishment of the reindeer industry in 1892, namely, to provide for the
economic welfare of the native inhabitants of Alaska. TUntil the summer of
1914 the industry had been confined to the natives and the Laplanders. The
latter obtained their deer in payment of the services rendered as instructors
of the Eskimo in the care and management of the deer. During the year last
mentioned a company of white men was organized at Nome, and about 1,200
deer were purchased from one of these Lapps.

The past year saw an extension of the reindeer fairs. During January and
February, 1916, fairs were held at Aklak, on the Kuskokwim River; Shaktolik,
near Unalakeet; Igloo, on the Seward Peninsula; and Noorvik, near Kotzebue..
The fairs were conducted on more elaborate plans than the previous year..
Every herd sent its delegation to the fair in its vicinity, whenever it was
possible, and the interest ran high in all matters pertaining to the reindeer
industry. Offers of various kinds were made, with prizes for each deer. Races
and target contests were held. Prizes for the various events had been con-
tributed by Seattle merchants and added much to the interest. The friendly
rivalry thus engendered is doing much toward increasing the interest of alt
herders in the different phases of reindeer work.

740°—17—Bull. 82—5
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The reindeer have now been distributed over practically all western Alaska,
extending from Point Barrow down to the Aleutian Islands. The Copper River
Valley and the upper Kuskokwim are the next to be stocked with reindeer.

Most of the larger islands of the Aleutian group have been stocked with small -

herds, and the only one remaining unstocked, namely, Attu, will receive atten- .

tion as soon as satisfactory transportation arrangements can be made.

In the past most of the attention of the officials of the Bureau of Education
has been given to the establishment of new herds and the distribution of the
deer in sections not already stocked. From now on, however, with the dis-
tribution practically accomplished, attention will be given to the subjects of
breeding and developing markets for the meat. Small shipments of deer meat
have been made from time to time, the past summer having seen the exporta-
tion of about 200 carcasses, but no systematic exportation of the meat has
heretofore been made. With thousands of surplus male deer at hand each
year, the time has now come to seriously consider the ways and means by which
this meat may be satisfactorily marketed. While much meat is sold annually to
people in Alaska, there is at hand a surplus amount which can and should be
exported to the United States. Under proper management, Alaska may become
in due time a source of a large meat supply for the people of the United States.
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REPORT OF THE WORK OF THE BUREAU OF EDUCA-
TION FOR THE NATIVES OF ALASKA, 1916-17.

PART I.—-.GENERAL SUMMARY.

The work of the Bureau of Education for the native races of Alaska
has been carried on in accordance with the terms and purposes of
Congressional appropriations for their education, medical relief, and
for the extension of the reindeer industry among them. In the
schools, emphasis has been placed upon instruction in matters per-
taining to health, industrial training, gardening, and commercial
education. Effort has been made to improve living conditions in
the villages, to lessen the death rate, and to render the natives better
able to meet the changing conditions with which the advancing
civilization of the white man has confronted them.

Sixty-eight schools were maintained with an enrollment of 3,666,
and an average attendance of 2,172. Four superintendents, 1 acting
superintendent, 111 teachers, 5 physicians, and 10 nurses were
employed.

The school buildings at Noorvik, Shaktoolik, and Port Moller were
completed during the year. A teachers’ residence was erected at
Hydaburg. The erosion of the bank of the Yukon River made
necessary the taking down of the Fort Yukon school building, which
will be rebuilt at a greater distance from the river. The region
surrounding the village on Golovin Bay, in northwestern Alaska, is
barren, and it was with difficulty that the Eskimos could support
themselves in that location; they, therefore, migrated to a traet on
the northern shore of Norton Bay, where they have an abundant
supply of fish, game, timber, and reindeer moss for their herds.
The school was reestablished within this tract which was reserved for
the natives by Executive order. A wireless telegraph station was
established at Noorvik, in Arctic Alaska, which enabled this remote
settlement to communicate with civilization.

The Bureau of Education encourages the establishment in native
villages of cooperative mercantile stores, financed by native capital
and conducted by the natives themselves, under the supervision of the
teacher of the local United States public school. In no other way
can the natives so readily acquire self-confidence and experience in

6
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period of the lease to purchase all of the lessee’s interests and operate
the cannery themselves, under the supervision of the Federal Gov-
ernment. A local cooperative company has rehabilitated the saw-
mill which is now furnishing lumber for the cannery building as well
as for other buildings in the village. Six thousand dollars of the
bureau’s funds were expended in installing a water system to furnish
"drinking water for the village, and limited water power for the can-
nery and sawmill.

For the fiscal year 1915-16, Congress appropriated $25,000 to
provide for the medical relief of the natives of Alaska; in addition,
$19,000 of the appropriation for the education of natives of Alaska
was used for that purpose, making a total of $44,000 for medical
relief during the year. The appropriation for medical relief was
increased from $25,000 to $50,000 for 1916-17, but as none of the
education appropriation was used for medical relief the total expended
for that purpose during 1916-17 was only about $6,000 more than
during the previous year. A well-equipped hospital was maintained
at Juneau with a physician in charge and three nurses in attendance;
the small; improvised hospitals at Nulato and Kanakanak were con-
tinued; the hospital at Kotzebue was not in operation during the
year, owing to lack of funds and the difficulty in finding a prop-
erly qualified physician willing to go to that remote station.

In addition to the employment of physicians and nurses, in several
of the Alaskan towns arrangements were made for the treatment of
natives in hospitals and by physicians upon the request of superin-
tendents or teachers; teachers at stations remote from a hospital,
physrcm.ns, or nurses, were furnished with medical supphes for use
in relieving minor allments

Plans were made in the summer of 1916 for the establishment of
a small hospital at Akiak, on the Kuskokwim River, and material
for the erection of a hospital building at that place was purchased
in Seattle. Great difficulty -was experienced, however, in securing
transportation for the building material and hospital supplies to
this isolated place. One of the two vessels which it was possible to
secure proved unseaworthy, and was unable to reach its destination.
It had to return to Seattle with its cargo undelivered and part of it
in a damaged condition. It was then too late to secure another boat
to make the voyage during the short season of open navigation re-
maining. Consequently it was necessary to postpone the erection
of the hospital at Akiak until the following year.

THE REINDEER SERVICE.

The appropriation of $5,000 for the distribution of reindeer among
the natives and the training of the natives in the care and manage-
ment of reindeer was used to establish new herds and to support
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PHYSICIANS.

Emil Krulish, M. D., Public Health Service, on special detail.

Walter A. Borland, M. D., Kanakanak, from September 1, 1916.

Douglas Brown, M. D., Juneau Hospital, to September 25, 1916.

William H. Chase, M. D., Cordova, from November 16, 1916.

Linus H. French, M. D., Kanakanak, July-August, 1916, and May-June, 1917.
Frank W. Lamb, M. D., Nulato.

James P. Mooney, M. D., Juneau Hospital, from September 2, 1916.

Daniel S. Neuman, M.-D., Nome.

H. N. T. Nichols, M..ID., Kotzebue, during July, 1916.

CONTRACT PHYSICIANS.

William Ramgey, M. D., Council, from September 1, 1916.
Curtis Welch; M. D., Candle, from December, 1916.

NURSES AND TEACHERS OF SANITATION.

Mrs. Mabel R. Borland, Kanakanak, from September 1, 1916.

Miss Mamie Conley, Juneau Hospital.

Miss Frances V. Dwyer, Juneau Hospital.

Mrs. Lulu A. Evans, Akiak, from September 1, 1916.

Miss Esther Gibson, southeastern district, from November 1, 1916.

Thomas R. Glass, Kanakanak, July-August, 1916; Kogiung, from September 1, 1916.
Mrs. Carrie W. Lamb, Nulato.

Miss Mabel Le Roy, southeastern district, from December 13, 1916.

Mrs. Lucia Petrie, St. Michael, from September 1, 1916.

Miss Rhoda A. Ray, Juneau Hospital.

STENOGRAPHER, OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT, JUNEAU, ALASKA.

McMurtrey, J. P., from September 16, 1916.
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Ezpenditures from the appropriation for ‘ Education of Natives of Alaska, 1917.”

Appropriation...... ceccececes ceeececceseceseceescaceseacsasacenacana $200, 000. 00
_——

Salariesin AlaskR. ... ...ooooiiiiiiii i iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieaas 100, 244. 99
Equipment and supphies. . .......ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i, 21, 937. 52
Fueland light......o oo it iiiiiiiacaean.s 24, 632. 90
LoCAl @XPenses. . . .....ciuenaiiiia ittt eaatacanaaaaaas 1,808. 44
Repairsand rent.. . .......coi i iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaiananaas 7, 600. 54
Buildings. - . .oii i ieicieiciaecaeaeanaaann 10, 960. 07
Metlakatla industries. ........c.ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 6, 000. 00
Detitution. ..ot iiiicieiataiaiaaaaaaan 1, 881. 24
Commissioner’s office salaries. . ...........cocoiiiiiiiiinnaiarnaaanann 5,071. 67
Seattle officesalaries. .. ... ... ... . iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieaiiacieaeaaaan 8,271. 33
Commissioner’s office €Xpenses. ............ooeeiieeiiinociaiaccaacas 200. 00
Seattle office €Xpenses. ......ccouiinn it ieieaeean 873.21
Traveling eXpenBes. . ......ccuuoteneann i cencencaaccaareacaaacaans 10, 220. 97
Contingencies. ... . e e e ceee e ae et aaaaeaaeaeceneaean 297. 12
) PR 200, 000. 00

Exzpenditures from the appropriation for * Medical Relief in Alaska, 1917.”

ADPPropriation. c..coeuennneiei ittt ta i tae e $50, 000. 00
Salaries in Alaska.......cooeiiiiiiiiiii i iiiiieeeeeeaaaaaaa 19, 007. 84
Equipment and supplies. . ..... ... ... i i 12, 980. 07
Fueland Light. ... ... i it iiiaaaaas 2,019. 10
Local eXpenses. . .........ccuueniiniiiia it ata e 1,578.71
Buildings. . cc.ooii i it 8, 068. 88
B0 271+ 1713 U+ W 4, 082. 07
Traveling eXPenses. ........uuueueneeneeneneneeeacaaneccaeacaanannn 2,071. 75
Contingencies. .. ...c.ovein ittt ettt 191. 58

B < 50, 000. 00

Expenditures from the appropriation for * Reindeer for Alaska, 1917.”

N 4J 00 0] 2010 T $5, 000. 00
Salaries of chief herders.........ccoiuiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, 583. 61
110 0) . 4, 210. 72
Establishment of new herds..............ocioiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinina.. 200. 00
Contingencies. .. ... ...cciuiiieiiiiiiieiaiiaiiiiiaeeineaacaan.n 5. 67
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‘We should no longer slight the fact that new stock is needed. I strongly recommend
that at least three shipments of deer be imported from Siberia to improve our stock.
Unlees this is done the deer we have will certainly deteriorate faster each year. As
already stated, I do not believe there is any very serious deterioration in size now,
except what is due to careless breeding with the stock we have, but this is bound to
come. I do believe, however, that the deer are less prolific and possibly more
subject to disease and weakness, especially the fawns.

When I consider that our appropriation has dwindled from $25,000 to $5,000 I appre-
ciate the fact that it will be difficult to secure money for this purpose. However, the
reasonableness of the recommendation should be seli-evident when it is recalled that
the last deer was imported in 1902.

Mission and white herds.—My report of last year contains general statements regard-
ing mission herds and herds owned by white men which still apply. At the date
of writing this report, Lomen & Co. have increased their holdings by the purchase of
the Klemetsen herd in the western district. To effect this purchase several new
stock holders entered the company, all business men here at Nome.

The company has secured the services of William Marx, United States commis-
sioner at Teller, for the management of their Teller herd. They have done well in
creating markets for the by-products of their herd, and have been the first to begin
butchering deer in a slaughter house in accordance with modern methods.

Grazing lands.—The question of the right to use land for grazing is the point of con-
tact between white herds and native herds. There is some unrest mow over this
question, and it can easily become critical unless properly covered by law.

‘“The Eskimo.”—The publication of our little paper in this district has done a
great deal to interest the reindeer men in their work. Two pages of each issue, at
least, bave been devoted to reindeer business. It is an extension of the work of the
fairs and tends to emphasize the development of native leaders, and to create a united
Eskimo sentiment on matters that concern their race so deeply. It is impossible for
me to show in this report the great good accomplished by this magazine even in its
beginning.

Reindeer fairs.—The two fairs, at Noatak and at Igloo, far surpassed anything we
ever had before. The interest was greater, much more work had been done to pre-
pare for the events, and many records were broken. At the Noatak fair over 101
people were fed in the mess tent (not including the 11 in the teachers’ mess). At
Igloo 83 were fed in the big tent. Caring for this number of people for a week en-
tailed considerable work. Four years ago such efficient labor was out of the question
and unheard of. Now it is all handled by the Eskimos themselves. I wish to em-
phasize the fact that in addition to the impetus given the reindeer industry, the
fairs are developing the Eskimos along other important lines.

Among records that excel those of a year ago, the 10-mile course was covered in 27
minutes and 20 seconds. Last year it was 37 minutes and 8 seconds. It will also be
noted that in the racing events the Igloo fair was much faster than the Noatak fair.
I should state, in this connection, that the exhibitions were much better at the north-
ern fair,

I believe the most important thing accomplished at the fair was the emphasis
placed upon the development of a real united Eskimo sentiment on matters that
concern the natives vitally. This year the delegates elected at each fair five head
herders who are to be their ‘“‘leaders” during the coming year. This first year we
will not do much to develop this idea, but the second year will see a great deal of
authority placed upon these head herders. They have already settled a great many
minor matters, and settled them much more efficiently than I could have myself.
They have attempted to bind the herders together and to get all of the reindeer men
to work together, especially in the division of markets for meat. There is much to
be done along this line yet.
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built in low places near sloughs, rivers, lakes, or the ocean. The best location noticed
was situated about 50 miles north-northeast of Nelson Island; and though there were
no natives at this place, I believe that they would move to this low mountain if a
school were placed there. At Nelson Island the natives were found on the west and
south sides. They stay on the island for a few months in the summer and about three
months in the spring, fishing in the summer and sealing in the spring before the ice
goes out. Four days were spent at Tununa, on Nelson Island. A thorough investi-
gation was made as to the resources of this place. There is very little game in the
winter; in the spring the people come to the island for sealing, then after the ice goes
out they scatter along the west side of the island and fish. Codfish, herring, and
salmon are caught in abundance; water fowl abound; and berries are plentiful.
Driftwood is scarce, but sufficient is found for kindling, whilestwo good veins of coal
are within 2 miles of Tununa. One vein is on the beach and can be loaded into boats,
while the other is high up on the hillsides. Both veins are accessible and as the coal
is of good quality it could be utilized to supply several of the coast schools, or at
least Hooper Bay and Nunivak Island. Nelson Island is not suitable for reindeer
grazing during the winter.

Nunivak Island has several small villages, the largest being located on the north-
east coast. This village has an ideal site for a school, and the Methodist Missionary
Society, with headquarters at Nome, is planning to build a mission at this place.
The natives of Nunivak expressed their willingness to move wherever the school might
be located. As the land is quite high and rolling, with gravel beaches, affording
good drainage, the soil was not so wet and muddy as that of the tundra district and
the people were not so muddy and dirty. At Kanrayuktaligamute, where the best
site was found, there is a small stream for water; a little driftwood is gathered in the
bay; water fowl, fish, berries, and sea birds furnish food in the summer, while seal
hunting and fox trapping (white foxes) are profitable occupations during the winter.
The island is the best adapted to the grazing of reindeer that I have seen.

By making a single portage of approximately 200 yards we were able to visit the
villages on the large lakes north and west of Bethel. These lakes, though apparently
deep, are quite shallow and we were able to touch bottom with our ocars—5 feet
being the average depth, and often places were found a mile or more from shore that
were only 3 feet deep. This has to be considered when the school site is decided
upon. The villages are all located at the entrance of sloughs or small rivers, conse-
quently the ground is lower and not as suitable for building purposes as that found
farther back. A good location for a school was noticed on a slough leading from these
lakes into the Kuskokwim River. Here a native trader has a small store and one or
two native families live near by, but the native village proper is across the river on
lower ground. If a school should be built on the high ground it would be necessary
to have the natives move across the river or the children would have to cross in oats
until the ice formed. The name of this place is Piagamute and is the nearest village
to the Kuskokwim River, being about 20 miles from Bethel by land and 50 by water.
The supplies could be shipped to Bethel and then transferred to smaller boats for
transporting to the school site.

The region north and west from Akiak has not a sufficient number of natives to
warrant a school. Three small villages were visited, with one or two families in each.
These people were invited to send their children to Akiak, Russian Mission, or Holy
Cross. In many places arrangements were made whereby parents in outlying vil-
lages placed their children with relatives located in close proximity to a school, there-
by giving the children the benefit of a schooling without removing the parent from
his chosen hunting ground.

A school should be located on the Kashungnuk River, near the Yukon, where
the last spruce timber is found. With a cooperative store, hospital, mission, doctor,
and a ntireo this place would draw from all of the tundra villages within a radius of
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REPORT OF CHARLES W. HAWKESWORTH, SUPERINTENDENT OF
THE SOUTHEASTERN DISTRICT.

The monthly report cards, forwarded by the teachers of the 14 schools in the district,
show that we have administered to the educational, social, economic and moral needs
of 3,335 natives of Alaska. These are listed in tribes as follows: Thlingets, 2,467;
Tsimpeean, 534; Hydas, 334

From this total population of 3,335 in the district, 1,050 have been enrolled in the
14 schools.

During the school year of seven months, which is the period of time covered by the
report cards, we have had 73 births and 127 deaths. These deaths were due mostly
to the epidemic of measles that spread throughout Southeast Alaska during the months
of January and February. In Hydaburg alone during the school year there were 28
deaths. It is our aim to secure as accurate a record as possible of the vital statistics
of natives for the entire 12 months, and thus to ascertain beyond a doubt the increase
or decrease in the native population of Alaska.

The entire force of the bureau in the district during the year consisted of 1 super-
intendent, 1 doctor, 5 nurses, and 28 teachers. The teachers, of necessity, are re-
quired to be specialists in kindergarten and primary work, for the reason that 35 per
cent of the total enrollment in the district consists of kindergarten children; 38 per
cent are in the first and second grades, while only 20 per cent are in the third and
fourth grades, 4.8 per cent in the fifth and sixth grades, and only 2.2 per cent in the
seventh and eighth grades.

In order to start a uniform school system, we introduced Thompson’s Minimum
Essentials last fall, and worked the same papers in all of the schools, but this was only
one step toward grading. Another step was the school fair at Metlakatla. Our aim
was for each of the 14 schools to keep every good piece of work done in any of the varied
branches during the year and forward the same to Metlakatla on Washington’s birthday
for the school fair exhibit. We had planned a contest for the same time between the
schools of Metlakatla, Hydaburg, and Klawock, in order to bring those three most
progressive schools in the district into closer fellowship, and through good-natured
competition in spelling matches, arithmetic tests, prize speaking contests, as well as
contests in athletic events, to create a pride in the local schools and arouse enough
interest to keep the older boys and girls at home rather than go away to the Indian
schools in the States.

The Metlakatla fair, considering the fact that we had most unpleasant weather
during the week, was a great success. The entire teaching staff from Klawock, with
their most promising pupils, came, also the teaching staff and members of the school,
as well as the Boy Scouts squad, from Hydaburg. No greater incentive has ever been
given to these three schools than that of the fair. All the advantages of a teachers’
conference we had, plus the additional advantage of the boys and girls seeing what
others had actually accomplished. All were amazed at the nautical knowledge of the
Boy Scouts from Hydaburg in tying some 20 different kinds of knots. Their ability
in first-aid work, so necessary in this hour of the world war, and their ability to use the
commercial telegraph, won the admiration of all. The prize-speaking contest between
Metlakatla and Klawock brought to mind that the natural oratory of the Indian i s by
no means lost when the boys and girls speak in English.

I have seldom, if ever, heard Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, or the great speech of
Patrick Henry, given with more convincing power than when those orations were
delivered by boys from Metlakatla. The Klawock contestants at the fair were much
younger, but showed excellent strength. Their exhibit was readily granted first
place by the judges, and their prize speaker, a young girl of 12 years, won the first
honors of the fair, a gold medal, in the prize-speaking contest.

An additional incentive brought out by the fair was that the schools could have
bands. Practically every native town in Southeast Alaska has its band. We sug-
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assured me that these two towns would be surveyed in the fall. I am looking for great
progress at both Kake and Hoonah.

Regarding Indian lands—a matter which has been brought to the knowledge of all
teachers and the superintendent through Circular No. 491 of the General Land Office—
I have to report that I have made an intensive application of the law in each town I
have visited. :

The natives are accused by various white men and by some of the Land Office
officials of retarding the development of Alaska. When a settler applies for a home-
stead and builds his cabin and plants his garden, a native comes there and claims the
ground because of former occupation. We readily see the reason of this; an Indian,
naturally, does not take any step toward making a recorded claim for an allotment
until he sees the white man on the land.

In order to offset this custom I have-urged all natives who claim land to get their
corner posts set, their notices up, and their applications in the Land Office at once and
thus anticipate any future claim by white men.

I have proposed to the Land Office officials that a time limit be set, say until 1920
or 1921, offering to the natives during that period every opportunity to enter & claim in
the Land Office for all land ever used by them. After that date they would receive no
special favors. From that time on, if they wished to apply for an allotment or home-
stead, they would have to enter their claims the same as white men,

SECTION 2.—REPORTS BY PHYSICIANS.
REPORT OF DR. JAMES P. MOONEY, JUNEAU.

These two villages of Juneau and Douglas I do not regard as typical, for the reason
that there is too much contact here with outside influences. What the natives need
is help, not hindrance. Get them out in the open more and give them the benefits
of our,knowledge of sanitation and public health and you will have done much for the
natives of southeastern Alaska.

Our hospital is new, and it will be some time before the natives learn to appreciate
its full value. But judging by the way they have patronized it, there will be need of
extra accommodations before next fall.

Last November and December we had an epidemic of measles in the village, and
very few of the children escaped, but, on the whole, there were few complications.
Some of the other villages suffered more than Juneau, and yet I am sure there were
many fatalities that were only hastened by the inception of measles. On the whole
this has been a fairly good year as regards health conditions.

Our hospital has been full most of the time since the 1st of October,and many times
the women’s waiting list was two weeks in advance. The men’s ward was not so
crowded, as a rule. We had 164 admissions up to the writing of this report, represent-
ing 8,476 days of treatment. A great many willingly paid thesmall charge for board—
at least 60 per cent. In fact, those who paid were the ones who seemed to appreciate
the most what was being done for them. There were 1,750 clinic patients, besides
many out calls made in the villages.

During this time I have performed operations as follows: Thirty-two laparotomies,
3 hernias, 2 kidney operations, 3 gall-bladder operations, removing 71 gallstones from
one and 23 from another, and removing the gall bladder in still another; 3 amputations,
8 bone cases (resections or parts of humerus, etc., all tubercular). In three instances
1 removed all theglands of the neck, and two others only part. There were several
cases where a gland here and there had to be removed, sometimes under local and
sometimes under general anesthesia. There were also 4 curettages, 4 circumcisions,
2 cases of perineorrhaphy, 1 cystocele, 1 radical mastoid, and 1 antrum. There
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were numerous minor eye operations, besides 5 major ones, as cataract, enucleation,
etc. There was one case of ununited fracture of rib that was anchored, with good
results. There have been many cases of tonsils and adenoids that were operated upon
and taken home in the afternoons, aside from the 11 cases that were entered upon my
register. There was also one case of external urethrotomy.

The above does not include the numerous cases of minor surgery that were done in
the clinic under local anesthesia, such as removal of the nasal septum, turbinates,
lipomas, amputations of fingers, etc.

We have many interesting medical cases, and some very sick ones too, but with
few exceptions they have responded to nursing and treatment. I have in mind one
case of malnutrition and gastroenteritis that recovered, and, if there had been no other,
the saving of this one little life ‘would justify the expenditure of energy and funds on
the part of the bureau. I am looking forward to the time when we may have a training
school for the young native girl, in order that she may be fitted for work among her
sisters and brothers. With this in mind, I am submitting a plan for enlargement, part
of which we have needed from the first and a part of which we will need during the
busy winter months, and still another part of which will be needed when we have a

training school.

REPORT OF DR. DANIEL S. NEUMAN, NOME.

The following individual cases were treated in Nome: Bronéhitis, 173; rheumatism,
134; conjunctivitis, 77; influenza, 38; separative otitis media, 23; keratitis, 20; foot
and mouth disease, 15; snow blindness, 13; menorrhagia, 3; endocarditis, 1; syphilis, 1;
gonorrhea, 1; gastric dilatation, 1; prostatic abscess, 1; accident cases attended to, 104;
confinement cases attended to, 3. In addition to the above there were a good many
minor cases which were not recorded because of their insignificance. Eighteen
patients received hospital treatment, three of whom were tubercular. One patient
was operated on for extra uterine pregnancy; one curettement (puerperal septicemia);
one operation for mastoiditis; and one fibroid tumor (uterine) was removed. All
surgical cases recovered. During the year 1,500 day and 63 after midnight visits were
made to the native homes of the sick; patients receiving attention at my office num-
bered 3,604; school children examined, 42; visits made to the hospital, 378.

During the year not a single new case of tuberculosis developed in Nome. The
additional cases were out-of-town patients. Rheumatism showed a decrease over
the previous year, while bronchitis increased, which was due to the severity of the
past winter. There were a few serious accidents, but all cases recovered. There
was an entire absence of any skin diseases in Nome, although a few cases were treated
from other villages. Venereal disease was also on the decline. The natives have
begun to take better care of their eyes in the epringtime, which accounts for the
decrease of snow blindness. There were nine deaths during the year.

The hygienic condition of Nome village is gradually improving. The natives are
becoming more employed in the white man’s occupations such as mining, freighting,
carpenter work, painting and the like.

The Holy Cross Hospital rendered excellent service during the past year, and the
majority of native patients were furnished with a private room, which is always
preferable to a crowded ward.

With the advance of civilization the patives move away from the Sandspit and
scatter all over the town. This feature makes the work more difficult, and more and
more time is required, as each year passes, for a physician to render efficient service.
But this can not be remedied, and there is no question in my mind but that in a few
years the entire Nome village will disappear, and the melting pot of civilization will
not only remodel these people, but will entirely absorb them.
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Recommendations.—(1) My laboratory work has proven conclusively to me that
every patient who suffers from repeated, severe attacks of rheumatism invariably is
troubled with an advanced stage of pyorrhea. I believe it is our duty to pay more
attention to oral prophylaxis, and all natives should be supplied, not with a cheap
and worthless toothbrush, but with a brush with good bristles, having a sufficient
amount of stiffness. I would also recommend the use of some good tooth paste. All
of my rheumatism patients have been greatly benefited by proper attention to the
teeth and the gums.

(2) We should be authorized to exclude from school all children suffering from
tuberculosis.

(3) As a good many of the Nome natives are doing well and are more than self-
supporting, I believe it is inadvisable to continue free treatment and free medicine.
Some schedule should be worked out, charging a small fee for both, which should
go into the treasury of the Bureau of Education.

REPORT OF DR. FRANK W. LAMB, NULATO.

A great improvement in the sanitary conditions of this village is manifest. For
the past two years all drains have been redug at breakup time and antiseptic solutions
sprinkled around the village. All low places were treated with chloride of lime,
refuse matter of every description which had accumulated during the long winter
months was carted off, all débris burned, and yards and streets raked.

It has been necessary to hire a native to do this work, as at this particular time
the natives must move to the lakes for their spring trapping, not returning until June.
The people have promised to build their dog kennels at the back of the town before
next winter, which will greatly add to the cleanliness of the settlement.

The natives are exhibiting a marked improvement in the care of their dwellings.
After thorough and painstaking effort I have succeeded in making them inderstand
that overcrowding and poor ventilation are injurious and dangerous. Many of them
have built bunks in which they now sleep instead of on the floor as has been their
custom for many generations. There is still, however, room for great improvement
in their habits.

Strange to say, the most unsanitary building in the village is the council house,
where all public gatherings are held. I advise the destruction of this building this
fall or at least a thorough overhauling before the winter activities begin.

All tubercular cases, with the exception of one bed-ridden case, are in fairly good
condition. Patientsare careful to use sputum cups about the town and in their homes.

The winter of 1916-17 was not so hard for the natives as was anticipated, most of
them finding employment cutting wood and the fur market being fairly good. The
spring catch of muskrats was also good.

During the past winter I made several trips to the native villages of Melozi, Lewis
Landing, Louden, Koyukuk, and Kaltag, and one trip to Tanana, on which occasion
I visited all native villages en route. I also visited the reindeer fair at Shaktolik,
where I had an opportunity to examine many of the natives of the lower Yukon
country. Here I found the same prevalence of tubercular cases as in the upper
country. I instructed these natives as to habits and hygienics. On my return I
brought with me a small native boy who had sustained a fracture of tibia. After
recovery he returned to his home in Shaktolik.

Among the many cases treated during the .past year were one of typhus, one of
scorbutus, and two fractures of tibia. The following cases were operated on with
success: Appendicitis, anal fistula, fistula following appendicitis, and several cases
of lacerated cervix and perineum. Several abscesses have been opgned and drained
and countless minor injuries treated. Fifty-three natives and seven whites were
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admitted to the hospital during the year. Vital statistics show 21 births and 10
deaths in the villages of Nulato, Kaltag, Koyukuk, and Louden since July 1, 1916.

I recommend that an addition, including an operating room, be built to the hospital,
also that a cabin be built or rented for the treatment of advanced cases of tuberculosis.
I recommend the expenditure of a small sum for the purchase of enough lumber for
two toilets and the digging of two drains, also that several barrels of lime be furnished
to be used in whitewashing and to be sprinkled about the town in the spring.

REPORT OF DR. F. H. SPENCE, BARROW.
(Presbyterian missionary employed by Supt. Shields to visit coast villages.)

Soon after the U. 8. S. Bear left here last year an epidemic of grippe prevailed for
five or six weeks; nearly every one in both villages had it. It was & busy time for
one doctor with 500 people to look after, most of them sick. Some of our supply of
medicine for a year was three-fourths gone when the epidemic was over.

At the request of Walter C. Shields, superintendent northwest district, I made a
visit to Wainwright in March, where I was almost as busy as when here, and even
more successful. Cases came from the reindeer herd, from Icy Cape, and Point
Franklin. One very interesting case of eye strain from Icy Cape has since come up
here to be with me longer, and is improving.

I am glad to be able to say we are not troubled with trachoma here. We have
many cases of snow blindness and conjunctivitis, some of them very severe, but
where we can obtain the active cooperation of the patient the result is good. A few
cases have resulted in a scar and consequent partial loss of vision because of neglect
of treatment. Attempting to alleviate pain by cutting is & custom among these
people. One woman lost her sight because she had a native make a deep incision
over the eye for pain, and I did not learn of it until the sight was lost. We are
trying to put a stop to this, but the old ‘“Devil doctor” dies hard.

During the year there have been 28 births and 17 deaths. Seven of the 17 I never
saw or knew they were sick until they were dead and buried. All of the seven were
at the upper village at Point Barrow with which there is no good means of transporta-
tion. When I go up there it means six or eight hours out of the day. Last summer
when we had the epidemic and so many were sick here it was not possible for me to
take care of those here and those at the Point, so I had them bring the worst cases
down here. Because the people in the upper village have not had the advantages
that the people have here from your bureau they do not realize the value of human
life and are careless and indifferent. There were eight deaths there this year, and
only one had any medical attention.

A subauthorization of $50 to be used for food to be given the sick has been a great
help during the year in many cases.

During the year I gave a stereopticon lecture on tuberculosis, assisted by Mr. T. L.
Richardson, the teacher, using slides furnished by the National Association for the
Study and Prevention of Tuberculosis. I also gave three talks on tuberculosis, based
on ‘“What You Should Know About Tuberculosis,” prepared by the above society
and distributed by the Bureau of Education, Alaska School Service. I have also
given numerous other talks on hygiene and sanitation. Last week Mr. T. L.
Richardson also gave a talk on the above subject.
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SECTION 3.—REPORTS BY TEACHERS.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UNITED STATES PUBLIC SCHOOL AT
KIVALINA, ON THE SHORE OF THE ARCTIC OCEAN.

By H. D. ReEsE, TEACHER.

We arrived at Kivalina on September 16. Had we been two days later we very
likely could not have gotten from Kotzebue until after the freeze up, asstorms set in
the day after our arrival and continued the rest of the fall.

We discovered that the school supplies for the year were not here. A native in-
formed us that the steamer could not land them because of storm, that it had taken
them north, reshipped them, and that they had at last been landed at Point Hope.
Some natives volunteered to go after them. They got ready two skin boats and crews,
but three weeks passed before the weather indicated safety for setting out on the trip.
Because of severe storms they were four weeks in making the trip. They experienced
a very rough voyage, and were compelled to land their cargoes and make camp many
times. At last on the 5th of November, with the temperature 15° below zero, they
arrived here. Winter had already set in in earnest and several hard blizzards with
plenty of snow had overtaken them.

About the middle of October the natives began coming in from up the river where
they had camped for the fall fishing. School was opened on October 16, and was in
session until April20. The migration to the whalinggrounds forced the closing of school
at that time. The total enrollment for the term was 53; the average daily attendance,
29. Every child of school age in the community and several adults were in attend-
ance. In previous years children between the ages of 3 and 6 years were enrolled.
We enrolled only three under 6 years of age. We did not believe it in any way advan-
tageous to the small children to attend school in a room already crowded and with
only one teacher. The very small children retard the progress of older pupils.
Neither did we enroll any of the married people, as we did®*not consider schoolroom
work of value to them, their duties at home preventing their attending a sufficient
time to learn reading or any other subjects taught in regular school work. The attend-
ance of pupils who lived in the village could not have been better.

The school is the center of their social activities, and there is no other place in the
village where they can all get together. The weather along the coast here is not
favorable for outdoor play, so the schoolréom is the place where the children and
young people wish to be. In fact the only way we can keep them out at any time is
to make hours during which the schoolroom is not open to them. They enjoy and
take a lively interest in school work.

Our people are scattered over a wide region. During the past winter only 10 cabins
were occupied in the village, while 11 houses were occupied at the reindeer herds
and 6 others on the coast and rivers from 12 to 40 miles distant from the village. Two
of the reindeer camps were 35 miles each and one about 70 miles from the village.
There are but few children in these outlying cabins and they get to school from one
to two months each year.

With the increase of reindeer and number of herds more people leave the villages
for the deer camps. Surely the reindeer camps are the proper places for the homes
of the herders and their families. But this presents the problem of keeping the
children in school a sufficient length of time each winter. The houses at the village
are so small and overcrowded that it is not advisable to have these children move in
with the village people. We expect that next winter a couple of the reindeer families
will live in the village and keep these children.

All the young people in the community can speak, read, and write the English
language. The children of school age have a sufficient knowledge of English to
converse in that language. The past winter two pupils reached the sixth grade
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and nine the fifth grade. To assist the pupils in getting a better understanding of
the English language, we did two kinds of language work. One was the keeping of
diaries. Diaries were kept by third, fourth, fith, and sixth grades. Diary writing
is an excellent form of language work, as it compela the pupils to think and express
their thoyghts in English. The pupils like diary writing and there is much rivalry
in each grade to see who can write the longest and best diary. Some of the pupils
are very good diarists, and record not only incidents of the day but their thoughts
and opinions as well. They try to use in their diaries the new and big words which
they learn in their reading lessons. Sometimes in order to work in some big word
the language used to express the thought is far-fetched. Nevertheless it is very good
practice and is a great assistance in teaching the pupils to write and speak better
English. The other form of language work was the writing of Eskimo folk stories.
This work, too, was taken up by the third, fourth, fifth, and sixth grades. Some
days each pupil would select an old story, write it and read it in class. Sometimes
one pupil would tell the story in the Eekimo language and the class would write it
in English. To vary this work occasionally an English story would be translated
and read in Eskimo by a pupil and the others would translate back into English.
Then the twice translated version and the original would be compared. Sometimes
much hard thinking is done by the pupils in order to get the most suitable English
word. They like this work very much and itis a rich field for language work, as there
seems to be no end to the number of old Eskimo stories. However, many stories can
not be used, as they contain parts which are obscene in thought and words. This
same objection makes it impossible to use in this work the Eskimo songs. For the
small children we made in school the reading charts used. An advanced pupil
made drawings and other pupils with the assistance of the teacher made sentences
suggested by the drawings. A pupil would then print these sentences. To add a
little zest to these sentences sometimes an Eskimo word would be put in. The
children read these sentences with vim and they quickly learn them.

A branch of work in which we got good results was sewing. Fourteen girls did
regular work in this branch. In regular class work 28 dresses, 12 aprons, many hand-
kerchiefs and towels were made, 17 pairs of mittens were knit, and much lace was
made. Besides this the girls and women made many articles of clothing on the
school machine, of which we kept no record, as it was not regular school work. At
first neat cutting, fitting, and sewing did not count for much with the girls; new
material and colors were everything. Untidy seams and fittings were done over
until care was practiced.

In cooking, all girls who were large enough were instructed i in making bread, biscuit,
and doughnuts. Nearly all the women of the village can make bread, but it is not
much in evidence owing to lack of flour and poor facilities for baking in their homes.
The school girls often bake in the school kitchen for the village people. Biscuit
making is the favorite way of using the flour. The school girls display their ability
as cooks to the people of the community by preparing and serving a Thanksgiving
Day dinner. Thanksgiving Day rivals Christmas with our people, the chief cele-

_bration being a big dinner. The dinner is prepared and served at the schoolhouse
and the entire community is on hand to do it justice. The food is furnished by the
natives and all kinds of native foods and white man foods which can be procured are
in evidence. Usually a reindeer for the occasion is presented to the villhge by some
native. Last Thanksgiving the girls made noodles and stewed them with the meat.
They also baked bread and biscuits and made doughnuts. Then the women brought
all kinds of native foods, which they prepared at their homes. Especially favorite
dishes for the dinner are muktuk (whale skin) and berries mixed with oil and rein-
deer fat until foamy and then partly frozen (Eskimo ice cream). All natives vie with
each other in displaying their capacity as eaters. This is a social event anticipated
all the year.
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The workshop is a great boon to the village. It isin use nearly every day through-
out the year. Sleds, kyaks, stoves, tables, chests, stovepipes, ice picks, spears, fish
traps, tinning, and all manner of things are made. The village council takes care of
the shop and makes an effort to see that shop and tools are used properly. This, how-
ever, is not an easy task to do, as the natives are very careless in using tools, and good
tools do not remain such long. It is surprising, though, to see the good workmanship
the natives accomplish with poor tools. The lumber sent for the shop work is still at
Port Hope. 8o we had nothing but a few boxes for the schoolboys to practice on.
They made of these boxes chests for themselves, also a chest for each of the large girls.
The shop has never been completed. The walls are but one thickness of lumber and
every blizzard puts much enow into the place. It is also hard to keep it warm.

Enough shingles are here to cover roof and walls; nails and building paper were put
on last December’s requisition. If we get these materials we can complete the shop,
and thus save much fuel.

The bathroom is & source of much enjoyment and help to the pupils. Every Friday
afternoon and evening the girls bathe; every Saturday afternoon and evening the boys
bathe. The other people of the village bathe occasionally, but each one can not bathe
often. It is impossible to melt snow and ice with our limited facilities to make suf-
ficient water for the whole village to bathe often. Even to get sufficient water for the
achool children and three or four of the adults each week, we begin to melt snow
Monday morning and keep at it all week. A limited amount of laundry work is done
each week in the bathroom. This work we limit to the young people who are in
attendance at school.

Some people frequently requested at firstto do the family wash there, but because
of the emall amount of room, we loaned them tubs and told them that the family wash
must be done in their homes. Even with the young people we permit them to wash
their clothes in the bathroom rather than encourage it. The fact that when they wash
clothes in the bathroom they usually take a bath in the water first may give some idea
a8 to how water is valued here. It takes much fuel to melt the snow and ice, and fuel
is a very valuable and highly prized commodity here. Also, our supply of coal directs
our policy in connection with school, kitchen, and bathroom.

The School Republic has been in successful operation here for several years. The
large number of young men and young women in attendance at school is & very favor-
able condition for its success. The officers consist of president, vice president, judge,
two peace officers, two health officers, two commissioners of work, and a truant officer.
The officers, with the assistance of the teacher, make the rules for disciplining the
school. The peace officers look after the enforcing of these rules. The commissioners,
with the assistance of some pupils, whom they choose each day, look after all janitor
work. The truant officer keeps the daily record of attendance and looks after all
absentees and cases of tardiness. Not only is the School Republic inculcating the
principles of self-government and community betterment through working together,
but it is a great assistance to the teacher.

The village government is conducted by five councilmen, a peace officer, and two
health officers. These officers are chosen by an election in which all the people vote.
The council meets monthly and discusses questions for the common good and passes
such ordinances as are needed. The health officers are women. Their duty is to
inspect the houses every Saturday afternoon. The peace officer informs the people
when they are violating an ordinance. The peace officer is & new addition to the vil-
lage government. We thought there was room for such an officer; we also thought
that something new might revive interest and add a little life to the village govern-
ment. It must not be supposed that the village council has an easy time in govern-
ing the village. The councilmen have their troubles. One of the topics brought up
at every meeting is ‘“The people no honor the council.” Of course the teacher must
direct the council and uphold its authority.
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Through the council the teacher does much of his village work and settles disputes
arising among the natives. Such disputes do not always remain settled, however,
and may come up two or three times for settlement. The village council is especially
helpful to the teacher when he wishes to introduce something new and which he
thinks the people may not take to very well. He has the council to pass it as an
ordinance, 4nd then he explains the helpfulness of such an ordinance and puts it up
to the people that since it is an ordinance of their own village government they are
duty bound to uphold it. The village council is a step in educating the Eskimos to
direct their own affairs and to follow leaders of their own race.

Looking after the sanitation of the village is one of the duties of the village govern-
ment. With this in view the council laid and collected a tax of $2 on each house,
which is to be used in paying for cleaning up the village this spring, taking care of the
village well, and draining a pond in the center of the village. This work will be done
as soon as the snow and frost are all gone. The refuse is to be gathered up and burnt.
Also, an ordinance was passed forbidding anyone starting a rubbish pile in the village
after this spring clean up. All such rubbish must be put on the ice of the sea or lagoon.
The health officers inspect the houses every Saturday afternoon. The floors must be
scrubbed and everything orderly before the officers make their call. In previous
years these officers were appointed by the council, but the ones appointed last spring
for the past year would not serve, because, they said, ““The people not much honor
the health officers.” To give the health officers more authority we had all the people
come to the schoolroom and elect two health officers. These officers say that the
people ‘“honor them.”

All the houses of the village are igloos built of driftwood and sod. They are all built
above ground, have floors, ventilators, and are well lighted, but they are too small and
crowded. Lack of wood for building and fuel is accountable for this. One fire must
suffice for as many people as possible. To get any quantity of wood it is necessary to
go from 15 to 25 miles. Even at that distance the amount of wood to be had must be
economized in order to last through the winter. Last winter the driftwood was
cleaned up along the beach and considerable seal blubber was burnt with it. This
wood should be collected in the fall and hauled by boat. This isnot always possible,
as it is the fall storms which bring in the drift, and these storms sometimes prevail too
late into the early winter to permit the hauling of wood by boat. This was the case
last fall. Though the scarcity of wood makes crowded house room, the effect of this
crowding is somewhat counterbalanced by the outdoor life led by the natives. They
take to the tents early in April, scatter over the country and remain so until late Octo-
ber. This practice of tenting and roving for half the year is favorable both for health
and acquiring a livelihood.

The village has no fresh water supply in summer. It is on an island with the ocean
on one side and a wide lagoon on the other. An attempt has been made to solve the
water supply by digging wells. These wells are shallow, being only about 6 feet deep.
It is useless to dig them deeper because that is the frost limit and there is no water
below the frost limit. Thus only surface water drains through the loose sand into the
wells. Last fall, in spite of the unusually rainy weather, both wells were dry. This
need inconvenience no one but the teacher, as the natives may ]ust as well camp away
from the island where they can get to the fresh water.

There was about the usual amount of sickness among the natives during the past
year, A disease went through the village last fall and early part of the winter. The
same disease was at Kotzebue last summer and was pronounced enteric fever by the
doctor there. No deaths resulted from 1t at our village but two people had it very
severely.

Two deaths occurred during the year. One was that of a man about 45 years of age,
who died from the effects of syphilis. His was a chronic case. The other was that of
a little girl who died from the effects of burns received last spring. She was in the
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hospital at Kotzebue all last summer and was thought out of danger when she left the
hoepital.

Our community has a large number of cripples. It must not be inferred from the
number of cripples that our people are unhealthy. In fact, the health of the Kivalina
Eskimos is perhaps above the average.

The people make their living by fishing, trapping, sealing, whaling, and reindeer
raising. The village has exceptionally fine fishing. Trout is the chief fish caught.
This fish is caught throughout the year but in very large quantities in the late fall,
when they are put up for winter use. The sealing at Kivalina is also very good.
‘Whaling is the old-time industry and to bea whaling captain is a position of great honor.
The captain whose boat catchesa whale has great prestige with his people. Though
this industry is not so profitable as it was a few years ago nearly the whole village
engages in it. There is a fascination about it which is hard to resist. Then, too,
even though the bone is not worth much now, there is a big amount of oil and meat
in a whale and the natives use it all. Whale oil is the favorite oil. By the 10th
of May the Kivalina boats had caught two whales and one walrus. Because of the
break up we have had no communication with the whalers since then. The whaling
is done 80 or 90 miles above here at Point Hope.

Kivalina is the center of & very good trapping section. Some years the fur catch
has been very large. This past year, however, was an exception. The fur catch
amounted to about $1,800, which was about one-fourth of what it should be. For
some reason the foxes migrated to other sections but the natives say they are coming
back this spring, and then, as if misfortunes never come single, the sealing during
the winter and spring was very poor and of land game there was none. As fur is our
only marketable product our village was hard hit this winter. The natives say it
was the poorest season they have known for hunting and trapping. However, there
was sufficient food, but not much variety.

Such years bring forcibly to the natives the value of reindeer. Without the reindeer
this past year they would have endured hardships. The reindeer business at Kivalina
has grown to be big. Two rivers which penetrate the near-by mountains have broad
valleys, protected from the storms and covered with an abundance of moss, which
give the village ideal advantages for raising deer. Also, the sturdy character of the
natives at Kivalina is an important factor in the growth of the reindeer industry at
this place. .

We have had a very favorable spring for fawning. The records of the three herds
here show about 900 living fawns. The Point Hope herd should have at least 250,
which would give our station 1,150 fawns. This makes about 3,400 deer in the herds
under this station. Every man and many women and children of our community
own deer. This is a condition toward which we have all been looking, yet it has
drawbacks as well as advantages. We must remember that the number of deer is
yet too small to permit every native being a reindeer owner without seriously retarding
the growth of the herders. A few deer do not assist in developing the owner. To
develop a man through the reindeer industry he must be the owner of many reindeer.
However, our hope is that the ownership of a few will create the desire for more and
lead to greater care in saving female deer. The reindeer is the Eskimo’s bank
account, and in theory a small bank account should make the possessor desire a larger
one.

The big thing in the reindeer industry is the facilities it offers us for educating the
natives. The reindeer industry is the only industry through which we can get a hold
on the Eskimo. Then, too, when we consider that there is no market here for meat
and there are other sources which furnish sufficient meat for the natives, killing male
fawns for skins is not so'bad as it appears on the surface. Fawn ekins are badly needed
for clothing. Last spring a village herd was started. It is too young yet to demon-
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strate its value to the village. A village herd is probably not so important to a village
where all are reindeer owners.

There is no mission at Kivalina and the religious work is carried on by the natives,
with the assistance of the teacher. The natives conducted a Sunday school through-
outthe winter. Two teachers were chosen, one for adults and one for children. Each
Sunday morning a Bible lesson was studied by the Sunday school. Two other church
services were held on Sunday and one on Wednesday evening.

Teachers who have been in the service for a number of years can note with satis-
faction that the natives have progressed far. They have also taken much from the
teachers’ shoulders by undertaking some of the work themselves. Many details of
the work which in former years the teacher had to look after, the natives now take
care of themselves. Many of the old beliefs which in former years interfered with
treating the sick, with morals, and industrial work have passed away, the work of the
teacher has become much easier and more encouraging.

An event which means much to natives and teachers who can get there is the rein-
deer fair. This is a big factor not only in developing the reindeer people but in
developing the whole native race. It is creating a spirit of union which is one thing
badly needed by the Eskimo race.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UNITED STATES PUBLIC SCHOOL AT
'NOORVIK, IN ARCTIC ALASKA.

By CrarLEs N. RerLoGLE, TEACHER.

In Noorvik, perhaps as nowhere else, we have the two extremes of Eskimo character.
On the one side the slow-thinking coast native from Deering who moved here less than
two years ago, with a new hope to attempt a higher life and a better condition for his
children. On the other side we have many natives whose residence has been along
the Kobuk River, who are more intellectual, but very slow to adopt new things. They
have been drawn to us more by curiosity than a desire to take any real partin a genuine
uplift. They came to see, have been made to wonder, and now are rapidly advancing
in civilization.

The work in the school has been divided as follows: In room No. 1 the advanced
classes from the third year up, with Delbert E. Replogle as teacher, who also is our
wireless operator; in room No. 2 the primary classes, under May Replogle as teacher,
who instructs the girls in sewing, knitting, and basket weaving. In Room No. 3 is
the kindergarten, with Lydia Oreluk, the native teacher, in charge. I have general
supervision of the industrial work, the sawmill, the erection of the buildings, the
medical work, together with the oversight of the village activities. 'We have all been
busy and find the work growing to such proportions as to require the training of the
natives for some of the responsibilities. Our school enrollment this year reached 108
but the regularity was not what it should be.

The school is being held in the natives’ own building, erected by themselves and
enlarged for the accommodation of the school.

The greatest difficulty experienced in teaching the Eskimos is not in teaching them
regarding the facts of life but in getting those facts applied to their every-day living.
Instruction has therefore been of the most practical kind.

The morning exercises are largely taken up with singing and telling the wireless
news from all over the world, as received at our wireless station. So eager are the
people to get in touch with the world that it is common to have the school room full
of adults to hear the news. In order to understand it they must become acquainted
with geography and history. These studies have given them a comprehensive view-
point such as was never possible to obtain through the abstract textbook method of
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teaching. This has had much to do with the change of the customs of the people
themselves. To them the United States and its Government is no longer a matter of a
man or two, but is a big tangible reality.

The wireless has done more in one winter to awaken the slumbering intellect of the
native than years of abstract bookwork. His education has come to him impercep-
tibly and has fastened itself upon the consciousness without definite effort on his
part. There is no longer any balancing of the ‘‘native custom’ against the new
knowledge.

In room No. 1 a class was organized for the study of electricity and the ‘“radio”
code. With the very limited general knowledge of the pupils, the progress was neces-
sarily alow and very tedious.

Entertainments were given this year by the school on Thanksgiving and at Christmas.
There was marked improvement over those of previous years. These entertainments
are giving the natives confidence and eliminating their shyness. There were great
crowds from afar at both affairs.

Carpentry.—With the improved facilities for obtaining lumber there has been some
real work done in this line. Our method of instruction has been to teach the adults
and apprentice the boys to them. This insures a more perfect working knowledge.
All but four men in the village can understand and talk English enough for working
purposes. We can therefore give the older men instruction and they are quite proud
of the responsibility of teaching the boys. With the growing duties of the station this
method was rendered necessary and has proven very successful. Houses were built,
floors laid, windows and doors set, frames made and roofs put.on homes which have
been of practical value. The boys made 9 beds, 4 common chairs, 2 rockers, 4 trunks,
and 12 tables. :

Boat building.—Eleven boats have been built, some of which were sold to other
natives, besides the one built for the station this year. The boys sell their small
boats for $15 and $25 each. There is now a 35-foot boat under construction, which
would be suitable for a 15 horsepower engine, or two 8 horsepower twin engines. The
native who is building it expects to get it into the water in the latter part of the
summer.

Sleds.—Fifty-foursleds were built this year—18 of hard wood and 36 from the native
birch, found locally. This birch makes a strong light sled and is plentiful in the foot
hills. Five of the boys are learning the industry.

Stoves.—Four boys under the instructions of a native man are making stoves. They
produce a very good camp stove with oven and fire box which will last about two
winters. These stoves are constructed from material sent in by the Bureau of Educa-
tion and from material obtained here from empty distillate tanks. Twenty-eight
stoves were manufactured this year.

Cooking.—Cooking is taught through the mothers of the village. Every woman in
the village can bake good bread, and most of them do so, regularly. We have a
system of inspection requiring each family to bake a certain quantity of bread each
month. This was enforced when they had the flour. It has created the baking habit
and his largely eliminated the intestinal troubles of the children.

The native must needs live as much as possible on his own peculiar diet; we have
therefore endeavored to teach new and better ways to prepare what he has to use for
his food.

Sewing.—Careful instruction has been given the girls in school as well as the women
at their homes. This department is under the care of May Replogle and the work
has been thorough. Two native girls have conducted dressmaking establishments
in the village and were kept busy all out of school hours. At the holiday season
they had to hire help to get all their work done. There is a great demand for clothes
that fit, and the native women are getting to care more for their neatness than at any
time to my knowledge.
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In the school, knitting, crocheting, basket weaving, and general sewing are taught.
These classes have produced this year the following articles: Ten skirts for girls, 31
towels, 24 handkerchiefs, 5 baby outfits, 21 yarn hoods for babies, 36 pairs mittens, and
1 comforter, also sheets for hospital work. All the industrial work in the adult
classes must be done by artificial light from November 20 until February 6. The
only light for this country is the electric light, which we could not use very much on
account of a shortage of distillate for the mill engine.

Fishing.—Fishing is the great industry of the Kobuk. Fish are plentiful at all
times of the year, ice ornoice. The shee, perhaps the finest fish in the world, is found
only in this region. It is abundant and weighs from 10 to 85 pounds; 20 to 30 pound
fish are plentiful. The shee is caught in the winter with a hook through the ice, and
in the summer in nets. Its meat is as white as that of a halibut, and very fat, with a
delicious taste. Pickerel abound in the grassy lagoons; 10-pound ‘‘mud sharks,”
resembling cat fish, are all along the river; theré are quantities of whitefish weighing
from 1 to 5 pounds, caught mostly in the late fall; also smelts in the early spring,
together with the innumerable salmon all summer long. Noorvik being in the upper
end of the great Kobuk delta is admirably located for fishing. The average catch for
a thrifty family for the year is about 6 tons, most of which he dries: this feeds his dog
team and helps to buy his flour and sugar for the family, as well as furnish the bulk
of his own food. This year a company has been organized, a fish trap secured, and
large preparations made for curing the fish in a more sanitary manner. This will
greatly add to the catch and increase the income of the natives.

Mining.—Some natives have done considerable prospecting and have shown good
specimens of gold-bearing quartz, but no developments have been made. Some
have undertaken to guide prospectors to a mythical depogit, only to return with the
prospector thoroughly disgusted and with a large fund of experience, both of Eskimo
character and of climatic conditions. Five Eskimos work in the mines of Candle
Creek and Klerry Creek near Kiana.

Gardening.—There was an awakening along this line this spring. Last autumn we
purchased from Mr. Sickler, the Government teacher at Shungnak, a quantity of the
turnips, potatoes, and cabbages raised there. This we used for an exhibit and talked
up the business for Noorvik. We also grew in our own garden, on the hill by the
teacher’s residence, some fine lettuce and kale, and we had about 100 hills of celery
which attained the height of 14 inches. The turnips weighed about 8 ounces each.
These were grown in raw ground the first season, in the frozen tundra where it never
thaws more than 10 inches deep in the year. This year we have planted the same
ground in vegetables and celery which are all doing finely. We have also cleared
about one-quarter of an acre of ground across the river in the willow covered bottom
land, that overflows at some seasons. This is a sandy loam and is thawed down a long
way. Here we have planted potatoes which had been started in 2-pound butter tins
and then slipped out into the hills, and the) are doing finely. This garden is only an
experiment but looks so well that the natives are planting gardens all about us. An
aggregate of about 1§ acres are being planted, mostly in turnips this year, by the
natives of Noorvik.

Medical department.—There has been less than the usual amount of severe sickness
this year. Four deaths and 12 births are recorded. There were three deaths from
chronic tuberculosis, and one child from inflamation of the bowels. One severe case
of burns was cured very quickly, and one severe case of ylceration of stomach was
cured. One leg broken in a foot-ball game, a compound fracture, was set and put in
good form again. Two severe maternity cases were successfully handled. All others
were minor cases of colds and such like.

The sawmill.—The greatest industrial achievement, after the reindeer industry,
was the establishment of the sawmill. The mill cut during the year 44,275 feet of
lumber for the natives, of which the Government received one-sixth, or 7,325 feet,
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which was used in ceiling the wireless room, for double floor in the native teacher’s
house, inclosing the mill shed, and other work such as boata and walks. The slabs
were used in making houses, which are built double and filled with moss. In order
to operate the plant a company was formed of Noorvik men who transact all business
for the exchange of lumber. The lumber sells at the mill for $35 per thousand. There
being no logger among the Eskimos, we have not yet been able to secure the good
logs that await the man who knows how to get them out. Neither are we able to get
all the logs that are needed. Three rafts, totaling 500 logs, have already arrived and
some natives are out cutting logs now. There may be a better report to make next
year. Themillisa positivesuccess. We are able to make any kind of lumber needed.
We need additional planer knives for making rustic and drop siding; also longer knives
for planing boards over 12 inches wide. We made about 3,000 feet of flooring this
year, some 4 inches and some 6 inches, which is in great favor with the people. With
the mill there has grown a strong sentiment in favor of better homes—real homes.
One frame house, the first in Noorvik, was built this year. Thus far there has been
no accident at the mill. Every precaution and safety device poseible is in use. We
have partially trained one sawyer, one engineer, one planer man, and a bookkeeper
and yard man, who do really good work. The mill can be made to cut 2,500 feet of
lumber a day, with good logs.

Mercantile business.—Two men purchased $2,200 worth of goods from a local mer-
chant in Kiana and sold them in Noorvik. The stock was far too emall and the cost
too great to permit of profit. About $11,000 worth of goods was purchased this year
from the various local traders, which if expended at home would have been a good
business for one firm. There is not at present enough cash among the natives to buy
a stock of goods, but it is imperative that we have a store in the village if we expect
mercantile success.

The store could supply the most-needed articles of food and clothing, and leave
the other things to the local traders around us.

Logging.—Although everyone logs a little, in a crude way, there has been no sys-
tematic effort in this direction as yet. There are nine men working at it who may

succeed in making wages, but they need an experienced man to teach them.
* Woodcutting.—A wood yard is operated at Kiana each summer by natives from
Noorvik. The mercantile company of Noorvik contracted for the Government's
wood supply this year and satisfactorily fulfilled the conditions.

Village site.—The village is just far enough from the sea to escape the fierce coast
winds, while still close enough to satisfy the hunger of generations for the sea and
eeal. It is located far enough inland to meet the requirements of the trapper and
fisherman and to have an abundant supply of timber. It is far enough down the
river for logging purposes and in a slow river current, where the logs can be held easily,
and is located at a sufficient altitude to avoid any possible high-water troubles.

Home life.—In this new village the native is no longer burdened with the irre-
sponsible white man coming to his home; the loose morals of the women are less tried
than before. The present one-room system of housing is not conducive to chastity,
£o that the morals of the peopleare still very low. But a healthy moral sentiment is
growing.

Electrical plant.—This new feature of the Eskimo home life is not without its influ-
ence on thought and habit. In the semidarkness of the candle or seal-oil lamp
the weird fancies and ghostly superstitions of the by-gone days flourished. Elec-
tricity is the only safe light in this land, where danger by fire is so serious. Every
.amily in Noorvik is anxiously waiting the installation of the electric light in the
home.

Sanitation.—This department is in charge of the village commissioner oi sanita-
tion, who is elected by the village annually. He works under the direction of the
teacher. This part of the work had special attention. Many lectures were given,
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fines were levied, and a village spirit awakened. There are now plans under way
for shelters where the dog teams may be housed at a distance from the dwellings,
which will materially lessen the filth accumulation in tHf" village. Garbage is either
burned or hauled to the ice in spring and goes out in the break up.

Washing.—Clean clothes are now demanded by the people; an unclean native is
made to feel his condition. A wash day is set aside by many families and washing is
done regularly every week on that day.

Bathing.—This is still a difficult problem for the people in the winter. With their
one-room houses and no privacy bathing is rather neglected. Only a public bath-
house will solve this question satisfactorily.

Dress.—Wearing apparel is conforming to the native improvement in taste. The
fur coat is slowly taking the place of the ‘‘parka” for social wear. The natives are
beginning to have a special suit of clothing for home wear and a good old-fashioned
reindeer-skin outfit for the trail and rough work. The new roofs on their cabins permit
the last winter’s clothing to be stored for the succeeding winter; formerly last year’s
clothing was lost because of the warm, rainy weather of the summer.

Health.—The general health is much improved. Tubercular troubles are on the
decrease, there being no new cases this year. Chronic eye troubles caused by in-
sanitary conditions and dark houses with repeated snow blindness have given some
trouble. Many of the causes have been corrected and the prospects are far better.

There is a great need for a hospital at this place. It is by far the largest village of
Eskimos in this section, and is easily accessible from any point in the region. Many
cases could be eafely handled in a hospital which are now lost. Eskimos respond to
reasonable treatment more readily than to overdosing. There needs to be some one
who is responsible to look after this matter. The church has appointed a ‘“‘sick
committee” of two men and two women to attend and nurse all cases needing help.
The chairman of this committee has become quite efficient and reliable. She can be
depended upon to follow instructions. She is training an assistant.

Village government.—The village is governed by five commissioners elected annually
and serving without pay. The laws, made by referendum vote, are few but effective.
There has been no attempt to escape the decision of the commissioners. The local
code covers the local needs regarding property rights, the care of dogs, public duties
of residents, sanitary measures, and morality. A tax of 25 cents on each resident over
the age of 16 furnishes a fund for street work and improvements. All of the men are
willing to do their share of voluntary labor on public improvements. Through this
system the village has built an addition to its meetinghouse, which accommodates
the Government school at present. This building contains the big tower clock.
The tower of the church with its clock face 4 feet in diameter is the center of vision .
to the village.

The reindeer industry.—Thanks to the reindeer the progress of the people is assured.
With the meat for food, the skin for clothing, harness, and leather, the sinew for
thread, the horns for knife handles, and the hair for mattresses, the reindeer is a
marvelous animal for this country. The institution of the fairs has brought about
8 lively interest in the reindeer business. Almost every family now owns deer.
Cooperation is obtained, which is so necessary in the propagation and marketing of
reindeer.

The fair has made the reindeer man a specialist; he studies his profession and he
is better fitted for his work than other men who are not in the business. This is a
great step forward for the native. The reindeer man is no longer a hunter, fisherman,
trapper, carpenter, or miner; he isa man versed in one good business. Not all herders
have as yet attained to this stage, but they must do it or soon be out of the business.
The two fairs held in this district have done more for the reindeer business than
anything heretofore conceived, and should be fostered as much as is possible. These
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fairs are conducted with the utmost care and show much thought and ceaseless plan-
ning on the part of Superintendent Walter C. S8hields. 1In all the work and progress
of the business there has been and yet remains the problem of the herder’s family
How can the elevating influence of the school reach his children, who in turn are to
become the future reindeer men? The herder must be at the herd or lose materially;
his children must get to school. If the man is to succeed at his business, he must
have the cooperation of his wife. This problem is yet to be worked out in a practical
way. We have been trying rotation work; letting the herder and family live at the
village for stated periods for the benefit of the school on the children. This has met
some of the difficulties, but not all. The plan has made the families more willing to
stay their time at the herd. The markets for the meat are in white settlements and
the families and herds are often near those places where the downward tendency on
the life and morals of the natives is great.

Out-door sports.—The people are great lovers of out-door sports. Football is their
chief game. An earnest effort was made to organize a football team but had to be
abandoned as the people who watch the game must have a part in order to keep warm.
Delbert E. Replogle brought his old college basket ball with him and this was a
decided improvement on the old fashioned reindeer-hair ball. Calesthenics and
drills were introduced into the schoolroom exercises. Days were given to races of
dog teams and reindeer, as well as to foot races of men and boys and even girls. We
have an athletic committee with D. E. Replogle as director.

Religious work.—There being no missionary in Noorvik the religious work was
looked after by the teacher in charge. The people had regular meetings under the
directions of the Noorvik Monthly Meeting of Friends, an Eskimo organization.
There were also held meetings for village business, mass meetings, men’s and women’s
meetings, with graphophone concerts, and reflectoscope pictures in the meeting
house. Anything elevating or instructive has been fostered.

Printing press.—A small printing press with a font of type could be used by the
school to good advantage in teaching composition and spelling. The wireless news
could be put into type by the advanced scholars and distributed in the village for
the good of all. It would not cost much and the natives are asking for it.

The wireless station.—The wireless station has been a remarkable success. It has
been of great service in the regular course of instruction in history and geography.
It is the northernmost station on this continent. Rummaging in wireless shops in
Seattle, D. E. Replogle picked up a set of second-hand instruments; then he made
some additional ones himself, and with the help of Mr. Walter C. Shields and the
Army wireless men of Nome, secured some lacking articles, bringing the outfit to
Noorvik in July, 1917. The first message was sent through to Nome on November
27. 'The aerial was strung just 40 minutes when signals from Nulato were detected,
and an hour later Nome was picked up. The receiving instruments were all but one
homemade and they have been a success from the start. Lack of meters necessary
to the tuning of the station has caused some trouble at times in the sending. The
most remarkable thing is that with the few things furnished the station has worked
so well. All the difficulties are now in control, even to the replacing of the badly
scratched, second-hand Leyden jars by & condenser made from empty distillate cans
Our signals are heard at the Army station in Nome, and are distinctly read in Nulato,
180 miles away, with which we now work every Tuesday and Thursday afternoons.
We need a better sending set. We have one man to turn the rotary spark gap by
hand power; it should be turned by a small motor. The Noorvik Eskimo is no
longer an isolated native, but begins to feel the citizenship of the world in his blood.
He is making healthy comparisons and contrasts. At first the wireless was to him a
novelty, 8 toy; when the masts were set up he helped for the fun of it. To-day he
is anxious for the news and is connected with the world. A wireless message is as
the voice of God to him. The psychological influence on him is immense.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UNITED STATES PUBLIC SCHOOL AT
SELAWIK, UNDER THE ARCTIC CIRCLE.

By FrANK M. JoNES, TEACHER.

The school attendance this year has been large and quite steady. With the excep-
tion of a few families nearly all the children were in the village at the opening of
school. Parents were encouraged to make every effort to keep their children in
school and they did so faithfully. In some cases I know this was a real hardship,
with the father away hunting and shortage of fuel in the village. Some needy chil-
dren were given clothing from the mission and school suppli¢s in order that they
might be in regular attendance. The parents’ appreciation of their teachers has been
a help to us and their cooperation has helped us settle many problems. Night school
for adults was popular during the winter. '

The beginners and primary pupils under Mrs, Jones’s direction have shown good
progress. The English-speaking parents of the primary tots were told to speak Eng-
lish to their children at every opportunity. It was easy to pick out in school the
scholars so helped at home. The greatest difficulty the teacher has in the beginner’s
class is making the children understand directions. We believe it is & bad policy to
use an interpreter or the Eskimo tongue in school. Of course this makes it hard in
the primary grades, but the pupils learn to talk English sooner. Baker’s Action
Primer was used to teach the small children the use of verbs. The A, B, Cs, chart
work, jingles, and songs were also included in the year’s primary work.

The upper grades show aptitude for physiology and geography. Arithmetic must
be made very practical. Composition is most difficult for the Eskimo child and con-
sequently is most important. In such work as reading, spelling, and copying the
children do well. Several showed real talent in drawing. Songs and recitations at
Christmas and Easter were beneficial for both children and adults.

1f an older pupil was perfectin attendance during the week, he or she was permitted
to take home a book to read. These library books were much appreciated and stimu-
lated attendance. Many times have I dropped in at an Eskimo home and found the
child reading aloud from his library book. Other children would be listening and
the old Eskimo parents very intently trying to understand the white man’s talk,

- the children often interpreting to their parents. The children could hardly wait
until Friday to exchange their books.

Carpentry.—Only boards from boxes were available, so the articles made were
small. However, a thorough course in the names, uses, and care of tools was given.
Composition books with the names of tools, a sketch, and their use were kept by the
boys. At the close of school each boy proudly took his book home. This summer the
books will be read and reread and thus the work next year made somewhat easier.
In many cases the father at home had learned about the tools from the boy. Then
he.would surprise me by coming to borrow a tool, and instead of making motions to
indicate the tool wanted, simply say the name of the tool. Eskimos take no care of
guns or tools of their own, consequently need new ones nearly every year. Emphasis
was therefore laid on the care of guns and tools. At the close of school an examina-
tion was given the boys and the answers were very creditable.

The following articles were made in school: Soap boxes, cabinets, chests, checker-
boards and checkers, small windmills, hooks (of deer horn), tops, picture frames,
grub boxes, and horn buttons.

Sewing.—The smaller girls made rag dolls, which were given to the babies when
finished. The first essentials of sewing were taught them while making the dolls.
At the close of the term several small underwaists and aprons were made by thege
same girls:

30799°—18—4
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The larger girls show talent in cutting and fitting, but are lacking in the patience
required for nice finishing. Patterns were cut from brown paper and the dresses
modeled from small pictorial designs. Some girls crocheted lace for trimming. The
following articles were made: Sixteen underwaists, 4 underskirts, 15 dolls, 2 baby
hoods, 8 aprons, 2 caps, 3 parka covers, and 14 complete dresses.

In the women's sewing class the material was furnisheq either by themselves or
from the mission boxes sent from California. In the former case the finished article
belonged to the owner and in the latter case the garments were distributed to the
needy. Miss Hunnicutt was ably assisted by Mrs. Jones in conducting theee classes.
The women were glad to have the social gatherings and to learn more about sewing.
The men. would bring the little sewing machines just before class and carry them
home after class was over. Nearly a score of hand machines are in the village, so the
work was rapidly done» The course was made as practical as possible and the use
of English encouraged. Enthusiasm and gossip kept up the interest.

Cooking.—All the older girls received instruction in making light bread, cookies,
doughnuts and biscuits. Several women of the village were taught how to make
light bread. The average Eskimo stove is unfit for use in baking bread, so the school-
room stove was many times called into service. The number of ranges in the village
is increaging. The Eskimos realize that it pays to buy agood substantial stove, one
that holds the heat and bakes well. Cleanliness was emphasized, and all girls were
made to don clean aprons and caps before taking their cooking lesson. They took
great delight in washing the utensils after use. One reindeer boy showed great
interest and ability in cooking, so he was taught-how to make different kinds of cookies
and cake. He was in great demand when in the village and made quite a little money
by his cooking. .

Village improvement.—Three new cabins were erected last fall. Nearly all the
cabins in the village are well floored and have one or more windows. In all the
cabins you can stand upright with ease and some have 84 or 9 foot walls. Many
roofs were raised last fall, thus giving more air capacity and standing room, two things
badly needed in the crowded houses. Practically every family now has its own cabin,
a condition making for better health for the natives.

The Friends Church, owned and constructed by the Selawik natives, is a large log
structure 26 by 35 feet. It was completely finished and floored last fall. Four large .
windows furnish light. An orchestra of five pieces was successfully trained, and
appeared several times in entertainments in the church.

Shelves and hooks were introduced for the first time in some of the cabins, and an
effort was made to have all the women keep their clothes hung up and off the floor.
The regular scrubbing of floors and frequent washing of clothes were drilled into the
women. A strict house-inspecting committee of the neatest Eskimo women was
effective in keeping up the standard. Cupboards and tables are more numerous and
each year more Eskimos eat from tables and sleep in clean bunks. Thus the years
of drilling and exhortation by the teachers begin to show results. The Eskimo men
frequently ask about plans to build or improve their houses or their furniture.

Village government.—At a meeting of the village people in October the formation
of a village government was accomplished by the election of the following officials
to serve for one year: Head commissioner, commissioners of morals (one man and one
woman), commissioner of destitution, commissioner of safety (marshal), and commis-
sioner of sanitation. Theschool-teacher was the adviser of the local officials throughout
the year.

After the election all the people promised to stand by the commissioners and to
obey the rules they might make. Definite duties were laid out for each official. Two
women were elected and eerved very well. Some difficult problems occurred during
the year, which were satisfactorily handled by the commissioners, The Eskimos
take the idea of self-government very seriously. Occasionally the commissioners of
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morals and safety were called upon to exercise their power; during our absence at
the Noatak fair they used it effectively on a white man who insulted an Eskimo girl.
This is a step forward, as heretofore an Eskimo would scarcely ever lay hands on a
white man for any reason. I believe the satisfactory moral condition of the village
is due in a large part to these upright commissioners, who were not afraid to do their
duty.

Destitution in the village was reported to the proper official and relief was extended
by the village. This took quite a burden off my shoulders, as it is often hard for the
teacher to distinguish between the needy and the professional beggar. The commis-
sioner knew the actual case. .

Vagrant dogs were corralled by the vigilant marshal and those showing signs of
sickness were promptly shot. Trouble of any kind, and unsafe trails were also
reported to the commissioner of safety. Reporting cases of sicknees and helping to
improve living conditions were the duties of the commissioner of sanitation.

Health and sanitation.—Education of the natives regarding personal cleanliness and
hygiene has reduced sickness appreciably. This can be easily seen in the improved
health of the babies. Many new ventilators and higher roofs give more air capacity
to the cabins. We were unsuccessful in a few instances in getting the women to keep
the cabins cleaner. The old people do not readily accept suggestions from the teacher
in regard to cleanliness. The young people, on the contrary, listen and learn. One
large family is continually filthy. A little girl in this family has a large rupture just
below the navel. We bandaged it, but of course the relief was only temporary. A
physician is needed to operate, but as there is none at Kotzebue the case must wait
until oneisavailable. Several cases of eye trouble havebeen treated. Snow blindness
and subsequent irritation often cause a white film to grow over the cornea. Argyrol
and boric acid were effectively used in these cases.

One Sunday morning we were awakened by a violent pounding on the door. I
arose and found a native woman with her 5-year-old boy. He had fallen out of a
bunk, she said. Examination showed a broken arm. Mrs. Jones administered the
anesthetic while I set the arm. In a few weeks the little fellow’s arm was entirely
healed.

A few cases of ptomaine poisoning occurred, but prompt action always resulted in
relief and cure. The people have at last learned that rotten fish weakens their
stomachs and makes them more susceptible to disease, if not directly poisoning them,

Many of the advanced Eskimos come to ask me questions about the location of the
bones, organs, and functions of the body, thus showing an awakening mind and with
it the doom of superstition. To be sure the old ‘‘medicine man  still practices among
the “Ipanee” (old Eskimos), but the younger generation laugh at him. The young
people have a real knowledge of the body and the ‘“Doctor” can not hoodwink them.
One ‘“medicine man” comes to me frequently for medicine. He always says it is
for his wife. Superintendent Shields in his talk at Selawik hit the old ‘‘Doctors”
hard, and his speech will long be remembered.

Only three deaths have occurred during the year; two being long-standing cases of
tuberculosis and one of old age. All were adults. Mrs. Jones has helped me in many
infant cases and credit is due her for her part in saving the lives of some babies of the
village. Over 20 births have been recorded with no deaths.

The schoolroom, a warm stove, soap and water prove quite an attraction for the
children. So baths in the schoolroom are frequent.

Garbage of the village is raked and burned or thrown into the river. The natives
leave the village before the snow melts and return only at intervals until fall, so the
garbage problem is easily solved. Living in tents during the summer makes the Es-
kimos sturdy and strong. If they were cooped up in their cabins constantly, the race
would soon deteriorate,
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Industrial life.—The fur catch was plentiful during the past winter and the prices
good. Food has been expensive, as usual, but most of the natives have had flour,
sugar, and tea in their homes all winter. Competition between the local stores has
benefited the natives, also the policy adopted by one store of keeping the price
constant on food articles. Fluctuations in price bewilder the Eskimo and invariably
get him deeper in debt.

The financial condition of the village is better now than ever before. As there
were no severe storms this winter the traps set were not lost and could be well attended.
Many natives have paid their old debts. Some, of course, will be in debt until they
die. One man trapped 66 minks, another 23 foxes (mostly white) last winter. These
were the largest catches reported.

Some freighting has been done by the natives at good prices. A few others have
worked in the mines at Candle or on'the Kobuk. Several make money by working
on the river boats during the summer. The Selawik native is industrious and as a
rule honest.

In the “‘shipyard ” there are now eight boats, seven sail and one gasoline. There
will be two new ones constructed this summer. The reindeer boys also have a boat
of their own. Selawik has more native boats than any other village near it.  Some
of the lumber used in the boats came from the States, but most of it was whipsawed
and dressed by hand.

Fishing furnishes some support in the summer, but the catch is not dependable.
The ownership of deer is the aim of many natives, and some invest in the purchase
of reindeer everything they make each year. This form of eavings bank pays good
interest and is safe. i

The reindeer.—Fawning time this spring was not attended by such cold weather as
in some years, consequently fewer deaths of fawns occurred. The reindeer boys
watched carefully night and day during this period. The natives realize every year
that the fur catch will sometime cease and the deer man then will really come into
his own. I camped a week at the largest herd during fawning time in order to over-
see the work and learn more of the industry. The reindeer boys seemed to appreciate
the interest shown in them and did their best.

Sale for Selawik deer meat has been good and the demand greater than the supply.
The price varied from 12} to 20 cents per pound. The recent reindeer association
organized at Noatak has fixed the price at a minimum of 15 cents.

Six deer men (two with their wives and children) made the trip to the Noatak
reindeer fair. They returned full of ‘“‘pep ” and knowledge gotten there. Mrs. Jones
and I aleo went, traveling farther than any other teachers in this district to attend
a fair. What we saw and heard convinced us that the fair was a big thing in the
education of the reindeer men. I have no doubt they will talk for years about the
things seen and learned there. The spirit of earnestness, discussion of problems,
competitive deermanship, and exhibit of handiwork can not be valued in dollars
and cents. The small number of prizes made it difficult to properly award them,
The giving of prizes, even though of small value, stimulates competition. How-
ever, the ribbons were proudly received and the spirit of earnestness could not be
doubted. The reindeer fairs are to the Eskimos what conventions and institutes are
to the teachers in the States.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UNITED STATES PUBLIC SCHOOL AT
UGASHIK, ON THE ALASKA PENINSULA.

By Wit A. WiLsoN, TEACHER.

July, Alaska’s harvest time, was very profitable to the natives of this village, as
they then reaped over §3,600 in cash Jaboring in the ralmon industry.

As soon as the last ship was gone all of the natives, as is their custom, left for the
beautiful Ugashik Lakes, where they dry their fish for winter consumption.
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1 was unable to go with the crowd last fall as I was expecting the school supplies
and waited here to receive them. About the second week of September the natives
began returning to the village and the children entered school as fast as they arrived.

October 24, John Nichols, & half-breed, arrived in a Columbia River boat with some
of our supplies from Nushagak. The weather had been very rough and he and two
emall boys had been stranded on a flat near Naknek for several days before they got
a tide high enough to float them. After landing the supplies here they left for Port
Heyden October 29. After crossing the Ugashik bar they found the sea so heavy
that when they tried to run into Chegong Creek the boat capsized. The two children
were lost. After drifting with the wreckage for about four hours, Nichols was washed
ashore almost exhausted. Fortunately he was found and cared for by natives who
were trapping at that point. We sent natives from here to attempt to find the two
boys, but the bodies must have drifted out to sea, as our people have been unable
to find them. Nichols’s entire winter .outfit was lost.

School work.—The attendance was very good this year; the children were in school
practically every day they were in the village and able to attend. The children
from other villages always came to school when they happened to be here.

In addition to the textbook instruction, the girls, under Mrs. Wilson’s guidance,
made underclothes, shirts, and dresses for each child, and they are very proud of
their accomplishment.

Each child took a bath in the school tub once a week and changed clothing. Mon-
day morning, after our family washing was done, the older children used our wash-
ing machine and washed all of the soiled clothing belonging to the school children.
Tuesday the girls ironed these clothes, and each child’s towel and clothes were placed
on the shelves ready to be used after the next bath.

Mrs. Wilson taught cooking to the girls and two of the boys; each child was allowed
to take home a portion of the baking for family use. Some of the whites who have
no cooks were persuaded to furnish flour and other materials from which the girls
made bread, cakes, and pies, two-thirds going to the men who furnished the flour and
the reet to the girls. The girls take a great interest in domestic work and with the
proper surroundings would make good housekeepers.

We were hampered a great deal this year on account of being unable to get our
supplies. The boys and I expected to paint the school buildings inside and out this
year, but the paint is still in Nushagak; visitors to the village are suggesting white-
wash. Our manual training work this year consisted of making dog harneeses, one
new sled, and repair work on others. The apprentices made reindeer harness, and
the other boys made some boat models of such material as we had at hand. After
Chris{mas the boys polished ivory which I bought at Nushagak last year. We also
lengthened the flag pole 16 feet.

Entertainment.—In November we began practice on our Christmas entertainment
which consisted of songs, flag drills, recitations, and a little play entitled ‘‘Mother
Goose’s Christmas Party.”’ Each child in the play was costumed for the part he or
she was to take. The play gave a great deal of work to the children and much benefit
was derived from the practice. At 4 o’clock on Christmas Day every one in the vil-
lage was here and enjoyed the entertainment and the prettiest Christmas tree they
had ever seen, an evergreen tree which I hauled about 80 miles for the occasion. This
year many of the natives placed presents for one another on the tree and every man,
woman, and child received a present. After the distribution of presents a lunch
consisting of sandwiches, tes, and cakes was served.

Thé birthdays of Lincoln and Washington were celebrated with patriotic ceremoniee.

Medical work.—There has been a great deal of sickness in the villages of this region
during the past year, and almost everyone is afflicted with a severe cold at present.

Medical assistance was rendered 797 times during the year. The prevailingtrouble,
of course, was tuberculosis. We had nine cases of pneumonia, one of milk fever,
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one of abcessed breast, four cases of severe frost bite, two of gunshot wound, and one
case of foreign body in the eyeball caused by explosion of shotgun shell during process
of loading. We handled all of these cases in the school, securing good results. Two
of the pneumonisa cases were fatal. In June I took the woman injured by the explod-
ing shell to Naknek where Dr. Rosson, of the Alaska Packers’ Association, removed the
portion of shell from the eyeball. While I was away with this case, a native boy
shot himself in the arm with a shotgun shattering both bones in the lower arm, de-
stroying the joint, and breaking the bone in the upper arm. He was taken to the
schoolhouse where Mrs. Wilson dressed the wound and stopped the hemorrhage.
She then sent him to Naknek on one of the company’s boats, where Drs. Rosson and
Shafter operated on him. These cases were handled at Naknek through the kind-
nees of Mesars. Smith and Nielsen, superintendents, as it was almost impossible to
get the cases to the Government Hospital at Nushagak.

The medical work takes up a great deal of my time; it is hard to refuse to go to the
other villages when they ask foraid. Uguguk is 60 miles from here and Upper Ugashik
is 15 miles, s0o I am kept busy when they have much sickness there. Many cases
have been brought here from other places for treatment in wintertime. During the
past winter we have been short of many of the medicines we needed and we have no
cough medicine of any kind or any liniment, as the supplies for last fall have not yet
arrived from Nushagak. Dr. Borland sent some of the supplies by a man who was
coming this way, but he could not bring a great amount. Dr. Borland was with us
for three days in February and did some dental work for us.

During the winter I traveled by dog team as follows: To Nushagak and return, for
medicine, 570 miles; to and from Naknek, taking child to Dr. Borland, 240 miles;
to Uguguk and return, to treat a fractured leg, 120 miles; 36 trips to the upper village
and return, medical calls, 1,080 miles; trip to reindeer herd and return, to treat a
frozen boy, 60 miles; total, 2,070 miles.

There is no fund for this expense and if I had to hire a team it would have cost
$517.50 for dogs, sled and driver, besides provisions and dog feed. I own my own
team which cost me $140 and used during the year 3,186 fish valued at $288.95. Of
these fish I caught and dried 1,760 of them myself during my last summer’s vacation.

On one trip I was caught in a blizzard and spent two days and three nightsin a tent,
without any stove or provisions. I had two native men with me and gave each of
them a fish, took one myself, and kept the rest for the dogs. It was a trip we should
have made in a day, as I took only tent, medicine, and dog feed; it was an urgent
case and I felt that we could make the 60 miles in one day. It looked fine when we
started, but when we were out about three hours the blizzard struck us so hard that
we could not see. I would have perished on that trip had it not been for the natives
and the animal heat from the doge. The natives furnished the common sense and the
dogsthe heat. On the third day we started again, although it was still unfit to travel,
but we made a trapper’s camp where we found food and shelter, but we were ‘‘all in.”

Besides these trips I visited each of the herds once a month. When I was away
Mrs. Wilson taught school. She did this that I might care for the sick although she
was not under salary.

We have the good will of every native within a radius of 300 miles and a feeling that
we have done our duty to those in need.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UNITED STATES PUBLIC SCHOOL ON
ATKA ISLAND, ONE OF THE ALEUTIAN ISLANDS.

By AMor B. Carr, Mrs. ELrA D. CARR, AND LELAND E. CARR, TEACHERS,

School began September 11, a few days after the last visit of the Coast Guard steamer.
Our day-school enroliment was 17, and night-school enrollment 13. We held night
semsions for the adults until the trapping season began. These sessions were attended
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with much enthusiasm and interest. Our village chief attends regularly and has
made great progress in English.

Day-school work.—The children have made wonderful advancement this year in
using English. The old women of the village ridiculed them so much that for a while
it was very hard to get them to speak English, but since they have learned con-
siderable English we hear it spoken quite often among the children at play.

They are excellent in memory work, hence spelling is one of their favorite subjects
and they spell very well indeed. They are somewhat slow in arithmetic; we are
trying to make it as practical as possible. The children are drilled much in changing
money, buying groceries, and selling furs.

They like hygiene and have learned the meaning of “germs,” etc. We especially
emphasize the ill effects of alcohol and tobacco, as all the adults in the village make
“sour-dough beer”’ and use tobacco.

We have been (rying the phonic system of teaching reading to the beginners this
year, and can declare it a great success. The children enjoy it and are learning faster
than the other beginners did. The children all sing the old favorite songs and a num-
ber of motion songs.

On Monday afternoon they draw and paint. They have made some very good
pictures of objects with which they are familiar. On Tuesday and Thursday after-
noons they sew, and this year they outlined a quilt. They made drawings of seals,
foxes, reindeers, and other animals, and transferred them to white muslin, then out-
linedthem inred. They also knitted a pair of mittens each, and acap each, and sewed
for each pupil two aprons, one underdress, and one suit of underwear. Before Christ-
mas they made gifts for their parents and friends; hemstitched handkerchiefs, sewing
bags, pin cushions, and doilies, while the little folks hemmed towels, made iron
holders, and doll dresses. One afternoon each month is devoted, to patching and
mending—boys included. While the children sew the teacher tells or reads stories
tothem. On Friday afternoon they learn new songs, tell stories, and learn new games.

Wednesday afternoon is devoted to instruction in sanitation, hygiene, and cooking.
The children have learned what foods contain the most putrition; what to get for
invalids, and how to cook a few simple dishes for everyday use. The children are
young and we have not accomplished as much in cooking as we would like.

Sanitation and health.—The natives take pride in keeping the streets clean; they
are graveled each year, and all refuse is carried into the bay. The houses are scrubbed
triweekly, and bedding is aired every fine day. Some washing is done every day in
the week. Windows are opened at night .and every fine day, as the natives are
learning that fresh air means health. We have been fighting lice ever since we
came here. Lousy children were in disgrace and were placed in the ‘‘lice row” in
school. This year we have not seen a louse on a single child. We are really proud
ofthis achievement.

The health of the village was very good this year, with the exception of a peculiar
siege of dysentery and vomiting which broke out last fall among the children and
lasted from three to six days. We cared for them the best we could and all recovered.
There were no deaths. Four babies were born, all fine strong girls. We gave special
care and attention to the babies, instructing the mothers as to the best method of
feeding and clothing them. The mothers listened to our advice and, in a measure,
tried to follow our instructions. The children all run to the teacher when they get a
cut, burn, or scratch. They have learned that sores heal readily when given proper
care, and they do not want their mothers to put old rags on their wounds.

Occupations of women.—During the winter months while their husbands are away
the women have little to do but weave baskets. This is very tiresome, close work,
and we are discouraging it to some extent. We tell them to get out and walk or fish
on nice days, and leave their weaving for stormy days. After much persuasion we
succeeded in getting some of the women to set traps near home. One woman caught
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two blue foxes, which will probably net her close to $100, which is more than she could
make in a year by basket weaving. The outdoor exercise also improved her health.

On Thursday afternoons the women all come to the schoolhouse to sew and do fancy-
work. There is much rivalry among them to see who can do the nicest work. They
have made the following articles: Ten crocheted doilies; 7 pairs of pillow slips, hem-
stitched; 5 knitted sweaters; 18 pairs of knitted mittens; 12 crocheted caps; 12
middies; 10 white dresses; 10 aprons; 12 underdresses; and 12 nightgowns. Besides
these articles many yards of lace were crocheted to trim the skirts and dresses.

While the women sew the teacher instructs them in hygiene, cooking, and general-
welfare subjects. They are good listeners, but rather poor convereationalists. How-
ever, I have learned more of their wants and desires during these afternoon talks
than by any other means.

Occupations of men.—Last summer we purchased a net and with the aid of the men
of the village secured enough fish to supply the whole village v.ith salt and dried
fish for the winter.

The men hunt eider down, eggs, and sea lion in the summer; eider down for quilts,
and the sea lion for usein making shoes and bidarkies. This year has been a bad one
on trappers; there has been so much snow. The natives say the worst in years. In
spite of all drawbacks they have done very well.

The total number of blue foxes caught was 169; silver gray, 33; white, 2. The total
income from foxes was $8,096; $375 was paid out for labor: $200 for basketry. The total
income of the village was $8,671. This makes a per capita of $135.48 for 1917 to com-
pare with $24.451n 1912,

Native store.—The increase in the income of the village is entlrely due to the native
store, which was established here four years ago. The natives receive the full value
of the foxes sold, and as each year passes we are getting a larger stock and are able to
give better prices on goods sold. The new store building which was erected last sum-
mer has given the natives confidence in the permanency of the establishment. They
are proud of the store and think they are fortunate indeed to be so favored. The
chief with all his people wish to express their appreciation to the Bureau of Education
for the school and especially the store. Their homes are better furnished; they have
warmer, neater clothing; better and more food; and even a few luxuries are now avail-
able.

Buildings and smprovements.—Besides the store building there have been erected
four new frame houses, four toilets, and a silo. Water is piped from a near-by spring
through the village and into the school building. A faucet was placed in the center
of the town and all can get good water without tracking through the mud up to the
spring. Five new dories have been built. All the new houses have been painted
this spring.

Last January a severe storm from the northeast washed away the wall in front of the
schoolhouse, and for a time we thought it would carry the building out, but the sea
subsided before that happened. The men put up a new wall which can be only tem-
porary. Nothing but a cement wall will hold against the great seas which surge in
here in wintertime.

Stpck.—We now have seven head of cattle. The silo came up in September and by -
the time it was erected it was quite late for ensilage, but we filled it about half full.
This winter was so severe that the cattle would have perished had we not put up
ensilage. During the summer months they get fat, and during an ordinary winter
they can secure almost all their food out of doors. It seems to be an ideal place for
raiging stock. The reindeer are increasing. No accurate count has been made,
but we estimate that there are about 75 on theisland. There is grass and moss enough
on the island to feed a large herd.

Agriculture.—Last spring we planted one crate of potatoes and in the fall when we
dug them up we found only little marbles, about 20 pounds of them. This spring the
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natives planted gardens, and we have two school gardens. Turnips, radishes, and
lettuce are planted. Conditions are not favorable for gardening, as seasons are so
variable. Every year, however, gardens are made and sometimes an abundant har-
vest is reaped.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UNITED STATES PUBLIC SCHOOL AT
TATITLEK, IN SOUTHWESTERN ALASKA.

By CHESLEY W. CoOK, T'EACHER.

There has been noticeable development in the village during the last year, indus-
trially and in classroom work. The most marked advance has been among the younger
men, who have been engaged in cutting piles and logs for mines at different places on
Prince William Sound;in cutting logs for the sawmill at Cordova, and in furnishing piles
for fish canneries. In addition they have sold six or seven thousand dollars’ worth of
salmon to the canneries. Many have worked by the day at mines as assistant cooks
and laborers and in other capacities. I believe we should feel encouraged about this,
because in former years the natives worked only when driven to it by necessity.
As I write I do not know of an idle man. They are all either fishing for salmon or
working at the mines, not because they are forced to work, for at this season of the year
they can live without effort, but because they wish to earn money. The efforts of the
bureau in this village have certainly had a stimulating influence upon the natives
industrially.

We have made fishermen of the natives, and fishing has come to be a great summer
industry of the entire region. Factors which have created a demand for the native
fishermen are their knowledge of the local waters, legislation in favor of local fisher.
men as opposed to nonresident fishermen, and the procuring of reserves which
permit us to control the shore fishing within them. We should be able to control
all the waters within the reserves. As early as January the canneries began con-
tracting with the natives for their services as fishermen during the summer. At one
cannery natives have been made the ‘‘major crew.”” All the canneries have been
willing to employ all the natives that could be secured, some of the companies
calling at the village and transporting the natives to their canneries. In causing
the men to work steadily and to earn money we have accomplished much of
what we set out to do. The unfinished phase of this part of the work is to teach the
natives to lay aside a part of their earnings, to create a reserve upon which to draw in
times of need. In this we have not made much progress, though they are acquiring
more substantial property in house furnishings, boats, and engines.

The school enroliment increased to 62 this year, overcrowding our rooms and making
it impossible to give sufficient time to all phases of school work. We are in immediate
need of another classroom and teacher. We are now conducting classes from the kin-
dergarten to the sixth grade, as well as doing industrial work with both boys and girls.

Our shopwork reached a standard this year that I have been striving to acquire for
many years. We were able to take in outside work and put the schoolboys upon it.
We succeeded in building a 28-foot launch with our training class, and the boys were
thus able to earn something as well as to have the training. This successful effort
brought inquiries from several quarters as to whether we would accept orders for boat
building. I believe that there can be quite an industry worked up along this line
if I can be relieved of some of the classroom work in order to devote my time to it.

Another new phase of the work is the introduction of games in the lower grades
by Mrs, Cook. This has developed alertness and stimulated the use of English. The
children will use English in playing a game if taught the game in the English lan-
guage, Wehave also found that the earlier a native child enters the school the better
and faster he advances, as he grows up in the language and ways of the school.
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In our instructions we are directed to report upon our success in agriculture. There
is not much that I can report about that, as this is not an agricultural section. Each
year I prepare a very small piece of ground and raise a few vegetables, but the pro-
duction never pays for the effort. There is no arable ground here; it is tundra, which
must be stripped of moss, drained, dug up, cut into fine pieces, mixed with sand
and gravel and fertilized; then, if the season is favorable, one can raise turnips, cab-
bage, peas, lettuce, and radishes. We can prepare the soil, but we can not govern
the weather conditions. We have had but two favorable summers out of the seven
I have spent here. The natives have never followed my lead in gardening to any
extent, and I have not encouraged them in it for the reason that gardening comes
at the same time that the fishing is being done, and the proceeds of one day’s fishing
would buy more vegetables than a garden would be likely to produce in an entire
summer. It seems to me that it would be impractical to emncourage agriculture
under the conditions here.

We should very much like to install a sawmill, have the natives cut lumber for
modern houses, lay out the village in lots and streets, and to construct a water and
sewerage system. While I believe the native should usually pay for what he gets,
yet in introducing these new undertakings the bureau must expect to take the lead
and bear the expense. My idea of conducting the improvement would be for the
bureau to advance the amount necessary to buy and install the sawmill; to assemble
the natives and make them acquainted with the project; to get them to promise to
set up the mill; also to pledge themselves to secure logs and saw lumber enough for a
house within a certain time. After the mill is completed we should get them to
build additional houses within certain periods, and consent to a survey of the village
and a plan of drawing for lots, under the supervision of the bureau. We started fishing
in a similar way, furnishing a seine and dories. We had our ups and downs, and at
times I was very unpopular, but we have a fishing industry to-day. In a few years
we could have a model village. The task is hopeless as long as log houses are built in
the same old hit-and-miss way.

The natives observe the law as well as the whites, and often better. Often they are
encouraged by whites to break the law, particularly in taking valuable skins, such as
sea otter, which are protected. Much the same conditions exist in regard to morals.
They follow the examples set by & certain class of white men,

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UNITED STATES PUBLIC SCHOOL AT
KLUKWAN.

By Far R. SEAVER, TEACHER.

Shop work.—On account of extremely cold weather last winter there was much
time when we could not use our shop. Although there was not so much work done
as formerly the quality was up to the standard. The younger pupils made toys,
boxes, tables, etc., besides helping to make sleds and stovepipe. The older boys
made sleds, boxes, tables, galvanized pails, camp stoves, heaters, dust pans, stove-
pipe, etc. We could have made a dozen more heating stoves and sold them, but were
unable to secure the drafts and legs, which are cast, in time for use. The heaters
made were larger than before and sold for $10 each, making a good profit for the work-
men. Tanks for cooking the oil out of fish were made of galvanized iron and sold for
$17 each. :

The shop has been a great help to the people of the village. It has saved many
trips to Haines, and often the article made was more suited to the needs of the native
than any that could have been purchased. Many good suggestions were given by the
nativee and followed to advantage in our wark.
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Agricultural work.—Several new experiments were carried on in agriculture. Kafir
corn grew to about 5 feet in height but did not mature; beardless barley grew well
and matured a fair crop. Canadian field peas proved a great success, most of the crop
ripening and furnishing an abundance of forage as well as seed, which will prove of
great value here. Mangels grew 18 inches long; sugar beets did well; millet just
began to head when the frost came. Alfalfa made a good growth; it has not been
winter killed since I began to plant it two years ago. I cut two crops last year and
the season was dry. Corn did not do so well as usual; potatoes matured a good crop
and were dry and mealy; beets grew nicely. Swiss chard was especially good, the
stalks being about 3 inches broad and 16 inches long. Tomatoes were ripened out of
doors; there were quantities of green ones, and we found that many could be ripened
in the house. A few cucumbers were raised. We had several cuttings of asparagus;
the stalks were strong and healthy. Rhubarb is always good. We have been unable
to obtain a good crop of strawberries as many of them are knotty. Peas were exceed-
ingly fine and the crop abundant. The beans were the best I have seen anywhere;
they were not left to mature as they were the snap variety, Kale and cabbage are
- always good. Radishes, turnips, and rutabagas grew well but were infested with the
root maggot. Cauliflower formed beautiful heads of the very best quality. Kohl
rabi was very large and solid. Parsnips were as good as can be grown.

The natives took much interest in their gardens and raised very good crops. Their
main crop was potatoes, but other vegetables, also flowers, were raised. The children
often go to the woods to gather flowers and they are very fond of the bright-colored
ones. Every garden has to be fenced to protect it from the dogs. There was not so
much new land cleared as usual, as the natives had no team with which to break it.
The nettles do not interfere much with the gardens, although there are plenty of
them. Mares-tail is a great pest and has nearly taken up some garden plots. It.is
hard to get rid of. - .

Plans are being made for an agricultural fair this fall. Prizes are to be given for the
best gardens and vegetables.

Medical work and sanitation.—This work was carried on under the direction of Mrs.
Shaver, There was an epidemic of measles in our village, which affected nearly
every child. There were three deaths of children who were not strong and had been
sick before. Aside from the above, the village has been quite free from sickness.

This spring a general village clean up took place. Eleven wagon loads of tin cans,
etc., were hauled and dumped into the river. A clean-up this fall should leave the
village in very good condition.

Dr. Craig has given us his help and advice at all times in the treatment of illnees
and in maintaining sanitary conditions, which we have appreciated very much.

The cooperative store.—The store did over $10,000 worth of business last year
with a net profit of 15 per cent to the stockholders. This profit was divided as follows:
Six per cent was paid on stock, six per cent on purchases, and three per cent was placed
in a regserve. Some of the older natives were not satisfied with the profits because they
had dropped off from those of preceding years. The high cost of supplies was the cause.
The reduced profits on package goods was hard to overcome as there was often an
advance of a cent or two on a package. We do not have pennies, so could hardly raise
the price, which cut down the profits that much. At present the prices have advanced
80 much that our prices have been advanced accordingly. Unless something unfore~
seen happens our profits will be very good by the close of the year. ) ,

In connection with the store I might add that the credits are a great drawback.
There is generally one of two causes for them. It is very seldom that the party asking

credit has no money, but because a certain amount has been laid away for the big
potlatch, This is never touched, even though the family is in want. The other
Treason, which is the cause of most of the credits, and which is being overcome gradu-
ally, is the fact.that the native must see and handle the money in a transaction in
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order to know the profit made. Guns, ammunition, and the food used on a hunt are
almost always bought on credit when the proceeds of the hunt are to be sold. When
the furs or meat obtained in the hunt are sold, the store bill is paid and the money in
hand is the profit. If the hunt is not successful the bill may be one of long standing.
Hunting and trapping.—The natives had a good catch of furs last winter and
realized good prices for most of their catch. Traders paid between $8 and $12 for
lynx, while those handled through our department at Seattle brought nearly twice
that amount. The furs handled by our department netted the natives $3,606.16,
which was about half the catch. Some of the natives shipped their furs to Chicago
and 8t. Louis, but they did not realize nearly so much as did those who sold their furs
in Seattle. Circulars showing big prices still play a prominent part in attracting the
native shipper. The returns have nearly always been disappointing. Next winter
will see nearly all of the furssold where there are competitive bids. The furs of 16
natives were shipped from Klukwan and handled by our department. One man’s
furs netted him over $1,100 for three months’ work. A native of Klukwan by the name
of Gundagain was offered by a trader $28 for four skins. He received through the
bureau $60.90 for the same furs. Another was offered $27 and received over $47 net.
A trader paid $12 each for some lynx skins but bought a most beautiful black fox skin
for $250 that should have brought three times that amount. The bureau, no doubt,
receives many knocks for helping the natives to dispose of their furs, but I feel that this
is one of the best ways by which we can instill confidence in them and get them to
realize that we have their interests at heart.
Fishing.—The natives of Klukwan did fairly well in their fishing. They received
. about $10,000 for fish and for work at the cannery. Not all of this came to Klukwan,
as some of our people went away to work after the cannery season closed. Most of
them obtained employment in the mines at or near Juneau. This work added be-
tween $2,600 and $3,000 to their earnings. Most of this sum was put away until after
death to be given away in a big potlatch. Everything given away at that time is
supposed to go into the hereafter to help the soul in the spirit world.
" Canntng.—About 500 pint and 200 quart glass jars were filled with fish, vegetables,
and berries. Some of the natives took advantage of the opportunity and used the
canner. They had no trouble about the berries and fish keeping.

Goats.—The goats came through the winter in better condition than usual. Two kids
have béen raised. They may become acclimated and in time prove of value here,

0ld customs.—The big potlatch was held at Yendistuckie, where the feasting lasted
for two weeks. This village is about 19 miles from Klukwan. Most of the people
from our village and Haines were there. The only ones not going, I think, were those
not invited. I have not been able to find out just how the potlatch was conducted,
a8 it was too far from here and school had just started. One native gave away $1,000
in addition to the food he furnished. This must have been an unusual amount of
money, as there was lots of talk about it. They had the white man’s dance every
afternoon and evening. There was one day when they did not let the whites in. I
was not able to find out what took place at that time. When the people returned they
said they did not know that it was to be an old-custom affair, but that when they got
there they could not get away. The truth is that this feasting will fill many an even-
ing with gossip, and they would not have missed it for anything.

The next potlatch was held at Douglas and was given by a native merchant of
that place. The natives were given to understand that this was not to be an old-cus-
tom affair, but to dedicate a native brotherhood hall. It, however, turned out to be
otherwise. The Klukwan band was invited with the promise of a handsome present,
but did not receive enough to pay its expenses. Most of these feasts end in dissatis-
faction of some kind.

" In order to counteract these practices we should give the natives something to take
their place. We do this in part by our school entertainments and parties, but they
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like to get together in their own way at times. We need more room in which to enter
tain the natives of the village. The new basement for the school building will help
out wonderfully. .

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UNITED STATES PUBLIC SCHOOL AT
HYDABURG, IN SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA.

By MARk Sarp, TEACHER.

Hydaburg school opened October 2, 1916, and closed April 27, 1917, thus com-
pleting its sixth year. A total of 103 was enrolled, with an average attendance of
66.3. All grammar grades, excepting the fifth, were taught in the three rooms. After
Christmas the regular work was supplemented twice a week by manual training for
the older boys and sewing and cooking for the girls.

The census of Hydaburg for 1916-17 shows a population of 335. During the year
ending June 30 there have been 19 births and 25 deaths. The excessive mortality
is largely due to the ravages of an epidemic of measles, which broke out in December.
and was so general that school was closed during that month. During the progress of
the disease, 157 people were sick; at one time the teachers were caring for 125 patients.
The measles alone proved fatal in but one or two cases; but five tubercular boys,
when left in a weakened condition by the measles, were quickly carried away by the
other disease; five other children followed within two months. Of those who died,
9 were young people between the ages of 10 and 20 years, 13 were babies, and but 3
were adults. Tuberculosis and its menigital complications claimed 76 per cent of
the number.

Early in October the people organized logging, milling, and building crews, and
began the construction of a new church. Before snow fell the frame was up and
sheathed and the roof wason. Thisisto be a church belonging entirely to the people
They are accepting no help from the mission board’s building fund. All the labor
is donated and the Forest Service has allowed free use on stumpage for the lumber.

In the fall the bureau authorized the erection of a teacher’s residence at Hydaburg.
A plan was selected, and the lumber was cut to fit the plan in Seattle and forwarded
to Hydaburg.

After Christmas the interests of the townspeople centered in industrial progress.
A new dock, measuring 44 by 96 feet, with an approach 360 feet long and 16 feet wide,
was completed. It is located at the southern end of the town. The dock is sub-
stantially built, resting on hemlock piles, faced three sides with spruce fender piles.
and surfaced with 2 by 12 spruce planking. At the shore end the foundation for a
warehouse to be used in connection with a cannery, was completed and part of the
framework of the building was set up. On the north side of thisstructure the founda-
tion for a cannery building to measure 40 by 100 feet was about half finished. For
setting the piling for this work, a steam pile driver was rented from Sulzer at an ex-
pense of $10 per day. The driver was in use for 19 days at an expense to the trading
company of $190. This was paid for in logs.

These construction operations kept an average of 20 men working for three months.
Every man in town put in some time at the work. Wages, fixed by the stockholders
of the trading company in open meeting, were 30 cents per hour for workmen and
35 cents for bosses. Most of the earnings were applied to pay up accounts owing the
trading company by the laborers, and the surplus went to purchase stock in that com-
pany, it being agreed that such stock should not draw dividends until the cannery
Produced profits from operation. The mill crews and the logging crews were also
paid in this manner, and during the period the trading company collected $4,042.80
on current and back accounts, and the net increase in the accounts receivable was
held to $10.24; $500 worth of stock was sold.
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The siwmill has been very busy this spring. Between January 15 and May 31 it
has cut 300,000 feet of lumber. Of this, 65,000 feet went into the construction of the
new dock, 10,200 feet into the warehouse and canmery foundations, and about 200,000
feet have been sold, bringing the company $3,800. This amount does not represent
a profit. To expect efficient service or dividends of the mill in its present condition
is out of the question. The equipment is becoming so worn that frequent stoppage
for repairs is necessary.

On the 1st of June the King salmon began to run and the mill crew followed the
rest of the town to the fishing grounds. The King salmon fishing has been excellent
this season. Many of the fishermen have earned more than $150. One boat has made
about $800 in a month’s time. Led by reports of business possibilities for the store in
a location where many people camp for the King salmon season the trading company
erected a small building and sent out a stock of goods this spring. This season the
fish did not elect to swim in the neighborhood of the store, the people scattered to find
the fish, and the venture will but little more than pay expenses.

The experience of the past year suggests the following recommendations: One
man in Hydaburg is not enough to take care of the town’s growing needs. There
should be one man to attend to the industrial, commercial, and civic activities, and
one to devote his time to the school and social life. A competent doctor or nurse
with headquarters in Hydaburg is of paramount importance. In order to operate
on & dividend-paying basis, the sawmill should be reconstructed in a new location,
equipped with more power, a band saw and a larger planer, and the company should
own a logging donkey engine. And, lastly, by the installation of a cannery, the
town would gain, not only economically but mentally, morally, and physically.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UNITED STATES PUBLIC SCHOOL AT
KLAWOCK, IN SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA.

By CraArLEs E. HisBs, TEACHER.

On account of the lateness of the canning season, school did not begin until the
1st of October. Most of the patrons of the school had returned to their homes by this
time and we were able to begin school with a very good attendance, which was main-
tained throughout the school year. Our first month showed an enrollment of 69 pupils,
while our average attendance for the year was 633. The total enrollment for the year
was 88.

Mrs. Hibbs, taking the same grades she had the previous year, was able in a very
short time to have all the pupils in her room properly located and doing their regulsr
work. This is the first time since entering the native service I have had the oppor-
tunity of seeing the advantage gained by returning teachers to former positions, and
the results show out much more plainly than in the white schools of the States.
Every possible means should be used to retain teachers from year to year on account
of the extra amount of work they are able to accomplish.

In all reading in the grades special effort was placed on the use of phonics, or the
sound method, with very satisfactory results. The pupils have become very efficient
in their ability to prepare reading lessons unassisted and also in reading them. Story
telling was productive of good results both in memory training and in the use of Eng-
lish. The pupils enjoyed this work very much, for most of them have enough of
an English vocabulary to understand the stories and data given them.

Much time in arithmetic in the grades was given to oral and mental practice and
drill in the four fundamentals. I believe the grades here will fall very little below
the respective grades in the States in this work.

More and better work was done in domestic science during the past year than
during any previous year. This was not only conduc:ve of good results among the
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children but also awakened much interest and enthusiasm among the parents. Much
practical work was done in the making of clothing and quilts as well as in crochetting
and knitting. .

We have enjoyed the most satisfactory year in the Klawock Commercial Co. since
my coming to Klawock. Our greatest difficulty lies in the amount of credit we are
almost compelled to give. However, we have been steadily gaining, and while at
times the credit system caused some little embarassment on our part in our dealings
with the wholesale houses we are now on a fairly firm foundation and feel quite sure
of our position. Last winter when our books were audited we gave a 12 per cent divi-
dend and placed 2 per cent in the business. This established much more confi-
dence in the village and we are yet increasing our stock. We hope in the near future
to establish a sawmill and cannery in connection with the store. There was much
talk of a small hand cannery last winter, but the sharp advance in tin caused us to
hold up these plans until better inducements can be obtained in tin and machinery.
A small sawmill is much needed here, as with the growth of the village much side-
walk material is needed as well as building material. The bureau should extend
every effort in helping us to secure this mill, as it would be a great encouragement
to the people of Shakan and Karheen who are moving here for school privileges.
With a little encouragement from the bureau I feel it is but a short time until we can
have all the Thlingets of the west coast of Prince of Wales located at Klawock as the
Hydahs are now located at Hydaburg.

The people of Klawock have been exceptionally healthy during the past year,
having had no deaths in the village. But a resident of the village died at a fish camp.
Several, however, are in the last stages of tuberculosis and can last but a short time.
The medical work during the past year was considerably lighter than the previous
year and the assistance rendered by the teacher of sanitation was also very valuable.
If it is impossible to establish hospitals at these villages I would suggest & building
be arranged with two or three beds with a nurse placed in charge. In the serious
cases medical aid can be secured from Craig, 6 miles distant. It is impossible to
treat many of the more simple cases satisfactorily in the homes on account of the
unsanitary conditions and the unreliability of the natives in giving medicines.

We have had very little trouble in the village during the past year. The town
council has enacted some very creditable laws and very successfully enforced many
of them. The council elected last fall seems to realize more than the previous and
first council the duties resting on them and the powers intrusted to them and have
performed their duties in a very creditable manner. Most of the people from the
village of Shakan moved here last winter, and the people from Karheen expect to
move here this fall. This will materially increase our population and unite almost
all the Thlingets on the island. We hope to finish our school building this summer
and get our village surveyed. The new part of the village will be occupied by the
new citizens and & few of our better families that wish to get better homes in a less
crowded section than that in which they are now living. These things are all encour-
aging, and while we feel much has been accomplished during the past year we hope
with better conditions and facilities to accomplish much more during the next year.

The parents as well as pupils take much interest and pleasure in school entertain-
ments and two very successful ones were given during the winter. We have already
raised $45 toward a printing press for the school.

At one of our entertainments I had an exhibition of military drill which was so
well received that I decided to continue the drill among the boys in school. I feel
the time was well spent in the lessons of discipline taught as well as the physical
exercise obtained.

Toward spring I suggested to some of the pupils as well as parents that we organize
a school band. This was enthusiastically received and the village furnished us with
instruments. Sixteen boys took part, ranging from 8 to 18 years, and after two months’
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practice were able to make & very creditable showing. While I do not feel this isa
necessity in the school work here, it worked up great interest in the achool among the
parents and assisted so much in punctual attendance, both among the members of
the band and those that enjoyed coming early to hear the practice, that I believe it
was well worth the effort and should be continued. We practiced each morning at
eight and it was not unusual to have boys at the schoolhouse before seven awaiting
time for practice.

After the holidays a musical and literary society was organized, holding meetings
once each week. Any one in the village able to speak the English language was
eligible to membership, and only English was to be spoken in the society hall. Some
of the older people could not understand the mission of this society at first and refused
to attend or allow their children to attend. Some were faithful, however, and our
membership and attendance kept growing until we found the school auditorium too
emall for the gatherings. They took especial delight in debating; even school girls
just in their teens taking part. The judgment used in selecting subjects and the
ability with which they were handled were very gratifying.

I believe the time and effort put forth for the Metlakatla-Hydaburg-Klawock
school fair was well spent. While the people of Klawock are very jubilant over the
results of the fair, I am convinced that the time has not yet come for competition
among the natives, when it is those from different tribes that are contesting. I have
worked with two tribes and find the idea prevalent that each is the chosen tribe.
They yet delight in relating the prowess of their forefathers in overcoming the cun-
ning of the other tribes and cannot take defeat graciously. This competition, re-
gardless of the fairness of the judges, only tends to intensify this feeling of rivalry
we are trying to stamp out, and what we gain from an educational standpoint we lose
in keeping open this old hatred that must be allayed to establish a union of the ns-
tives for common good. I would recommend that these fairs be held annually, each
school putting its best or what it has at hand on exhibition; a regular program
of educational value for patrons and teachers should be given each day, and one
night be given each school for an entertainment for the benefit of those in attendance.

EXTRACTS FROM THE REPORT OF THE GOVERNOR OF ALASKA, 1917

The natives of Alaska.—The economic conditions among-the native population of
Alaska have changed considerably during the past year. Those depending on furs
for their main livelihood have not only faced a scarcity of pelts, but have found
that prices were below normal on account of the war. On the other hand, the cost
of food and other supplies which have to be shipped in from the States has increased 50
to 300 per cent. Added to this, in a good many sections, there has also been a scarcity
of fish during the year, which has reduced their winter supply of this food article.

To combat the above conditions, the United States Bureau of Education, through
‘the agency of its teachers in Alaska, issued instructions urging the natives to live 8
much as possible independently of food supplies and manufactured articles which
have to be brought from the outside, and to conserve the native products not only for
their own salvation but for the assistance they thereby render the country in the w&
in which it is engaged. To this end the native, as a farmer, is gradually becoming
a factor in the development of the Territory. Through its schools in Alaska, the
Bureau of Education is attempting to teach the natives the advantages of having
their own gardens in which to raise foodstuffs, not only for their own use, but for
the use of miners and others in their vicinity. The products of the Kuskokwim,
Kotzebue Sound, and upper Yukon regions are very creditable and show great promise.
It has been difficult in the past to impress upon the natives the advisability of re-
maining with their gardens until the crops are assured. They have to combat their
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natural tendency to leave their homes in order to go fishing. While it is necessary *
for them to obtain fish as well as vegetables, the two can be combined if handled
intelligently.

Under the present laws it is possible for natives to acquire allotments of land in
Alaska. To date their usefulness has been rather doubtful. The allotments as now
made are really too small for hunting purposes and too large for farms. The native
has not yet reached the stage where he can handle intelligently a 160-acre farm,
even if he were in a position to clear it and put it under cultivation. Up to the
present it has only been possible for him to handle a good-sized garden. After he
has learned the lesson well and the advantage of the latter, he will then be in a posi-
tion to undertake the cultivation of a 5-acre farm.

The native is also learning to avail himself of banking facilities. Through the
Bureau of Education in Seattle it has been possible for him, for several years, to send
his furs and other products to be sold in Seattle, thereby assuring him the highest
return for his peltry. The money which he has then to his credit is either used in
shipping him such supplies as he must have, or, if it is not needed for this purpose,
is usually kept by the bureau for him and placed at interest. The chief of the Alaska
division is under bond for taking care of these matters for the natives, and in the
past year approximately $20,000 was handled in this manner for them. All such
accounts handled by the chief of the Alaska division are audited quarterly. Those
of the natives who desire and are able to handle their own accounts have been given
their individual savings and checking accounts.

The natives continue to avail themselves of the Alaska legislative provision of 1915
for citizenship. Also several villages have been organized in accordance with the
act passed by the same legislature. Up to the present most of these have been in
southeastern Alaska, where the natives appear to be the most progressive. When a
village is properly organized, a council manages its affairs in a very creditable manner,
and improved conditions are always the result of such management. .

The bureau has collected miscellaneous statistics in regard to the native population, .
and while complete returns have not been received from all sections of the Territory,
sufficient statistics have been received to make possible a survey of the natives and
their conditions. Reports were received from 88 villagesin Alaska, having a total pop-
ulation of 9,234. Of this number itpappears that 5,028 are adults, 2,55 children of
school age, and 1,551 children under school age. Of the 5,028 adults, 1,311 can read
and write, and of the 2,655 children of school age, 1,599 can read and write. Of the
population there are 53 engineers, 82 pilots, 36 captains, 13 teachers, 28 preachers, 119
carpenters, 306 reindeer men, and 59 miners, the remainder being classified as fisher-
men and trappers.

Their progress toward adopting civilized habitations may be noted in the fact that
of the 2,522 domiciles in which this population lives, 1,509 are frame or log buildings,
of which 341 are three-room, 817 two-room, and 851 one-room capacity. Of the entire
2,522 dwellings, but 597 could be classified as shacks or igloos. In addition to these
dwellings, 88 villages had a total of 54 community buildings, such as town halls, coop-
erative store buildings, etc.

Another interesting phase of the statistics bearing on the progress made by the
natives is that relating to means of navigation. A native boat to the average person
means a crudely fashioned craft of skins and sinews. While the latter are still in evi-
dence, especially along the Arctic shores, the bureau’s statistics show that, in addition
to the 431 skin boats and 163 birch-bark canoes, there are 1,325 wooden boats, of which
163 are sailboats of an average tonnage of 4.8 and 208 power boats of 4.9 average ton-
nage, equipped with 8.4 average horsepower engines. When the fact is taken into
consideration that these statistics cover less than 40 per cent of the native population
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of Alaska, it is remarkable to note how they have availed themselves of modern con.
veniences and adapted them to their needs. In southeastern Alaska the native
fishermen equipped with power boats are no small asset to the salmon industry of the
Territory. Most of such boats have been built by the native owners. They not only
possess such ability to & marked degree, but the care and handling of gas engines
appear natural to them. Their acquisition of civilization’s conveniences may be
‘emphasized by the fact that these 9,000 natives own 1,843 sewing machines and such
home furnishings as 132 organs, 2,078 clocks, 1,563 phonographs, and 1,837 bedsteads.

The fact that the Alaska natives are not a dependent people can not be overem-
phasized in order to give them the credit they deserve for succeeshﬂly fighting for an
existence in the face of rapidly changing conditions, caused by coming ir contact with
the white man. Although the mative has had to rearrange his mode of living and to
a certain extent, his method of securing his livelihood, he has rarely been forced
to ask for aid. The Bureau of Education has, during the past year, expended but $2,000
for-the relief of destitution. That is 8 cents per capita, based on a native population
of 25,000. In most cases the relief was given only on account of temporary destitution,
and return of wood and labor was received in payment of the supplies given. The
net amount expended for destitution, therefore, is almost negligible. With a little
foresight on the part of the Federal Government, the natives’ future and permanent
independence can be assured.

In such sections of Alaska where reindeer have been distributed the natives’
economic independence is already established. However, such sections are restricted
to the coastal regions, western, and northwestern Alaska. The value of the reindeer
industry to the natives of Alaska can not be overestimated, and the introduction
of this industry into Alaska will ever remain a noteworthy example of one of the
Gavernment’s constructive policies. The Bureau of Education, to whose credit
the successful management of the industry belongs, having thus established its ability
to deal with the problems of the natives, should be given by Congress the additional
means it needs and has asked for 8o many years with which to establish the natives
of the entire Territory on a permanent econemic basis.

The present appropriation for the education of the natives of Alaska, $200,000,
is the same as it was in 1908. It is obviously impossible for the bureau to enlarge
its work, provide for vocational training, establish boarding schools, etc., when every
dollar is needed to maintain the school service already established. When the vast
territory that has to be covered is taken into consideration and the fact that the native
communities rarely exceed two or three hundred in number, together with the cest of
reaching most of the isolated native villages and the ever-increasing cost of supplies
and'material necessary to a school system, it is surprising that the bureau is able to
maintain its 70 schools on such a small appropriation and secure the results which
have been obtained. Congress must be made to realize the importance of providing
adequately for the natives of Alaska. They already bear their share of the taxes. Quite
a number are availing themselves of citizenship, as well as organizing their villages.
Given means to properly guide the natives in their acquisition of civilization, the
Bureau of Bducation should have no difficulty in transforming the natives into self-
reliant and useful citizens. They are unquestionably an asset to Alaska, and their
development is of paramount importance to the best interests of the Territory. In
addition to the increased educational appropriation, the Bureau of Education should
have at its disposal a reimbursable fund with which to establish industries among the
natives. Since the majority of the natives live in their own communities, the estab-
lishment of such industries would not mean competition with ‘white enterpsise, but
rather the devélopment of native resources within these communities. The success
of the cooperative stores already establishéd in nine villages without the aid of Govern-
ment funds demonstrates what can be done along this {ine under proper supervision.
Two of these native store companies not only do a general mercantile business but
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mansage sawmills which produce lumber for their own communities and for neighboring
towns as well.

For obvious reasons the Bureau of Education has encouraged the establishment
of larger-villages. This end is secured by a policy of setting aside selected tracts
through Executive orders for the use of natives exclusively, and the establishment
thereon of suitable and attractive industries. The bureau is thus able to secure
a maximum amount of benefit for a larger number of natives than is possible when
they are scattered in more or less isolated and small villages. This policy at present
is in its infancy, but sufficient progress has been made to clearly demonstrate its
feasibility in parts of Alaska. Much along this line can not be done, however, unless
appropriations are available with which to launch the industrial enterprises necessary
to thé success of such native reserves and to maintain and equip schools adequate
to meet the needs of natives attracted to such reserves. These reserves are in no
sense to be confused with the Indian reservations of the States. The reserves in
Alaska are set aside merely for the use of natives, and residence upon them in no
way curtails the freedom of the native. In his present state he is no match for his
keener white brother- and his interests must, therefore, be protected. Equally
important with his educational and industrial development is the proper care of.
the native’s physical well-being. Here again the vast area to be covered and the
scattered villages to be provided for make the task colossal.” The native of Alaska
has great recuperative power and needs in many cases only a little medical aid or
advice. This can usually be given by the teacher, if a native school is at hand.
There are, however, many chronic cases in practically every village which are in
most urgent need of a physician’s eare and treatment. Having an appropriation
of but $50,000, the Bureau of Education is utterly unable to cope with the situation.

Trachoma, tuberculosis, and venereal diseases are the most common of their afflic-
tions and must be combated energetically to save the natives from extermination.
Unless the appropriations for medical relief keep pace with those for educational
and industrial matters, the latter will be practically useless. The responsibility
for this lack of attention lies wholly with Congress. The needs, particularly the
medical, have been presented to Congress time and again by various agencies, with
no result except appropriations that are inadequate and that can not possibly meet
the needs of the situation. When one considers that a seaman with but 60 days’

service has at his disposal free medical and hospital care under the United States
Public Health Seryice in any United States port, whenever it is needed, it seems rank
discrimination to permit the natives of Alaska, who are practically helpless without
such aid, to go unattended. Not only is it necessary' to provide this aid for-the sake
of those afflicted, but also for those who may yet remain well. Equally important .
is the consideration for the white population, as the physical deficiencies of the
natives, unless promptly atterded to, become a menace to their white neighbors.

The Alaska native school service—Seventy schools, of which two were summer
schools only, were maintained by the Bureau of Education during the past year.
Fhe total enrcllment was 3,600. Most of these schools included the elementary
grades only, presided over by one of the teachers. In some of the larger villages
more advanced work, up to the eighth or ninth grade, was done, as at Metlakatla,

Hydaburg, Unalakleet, Wales, and Barrow, where from three to six teachers are
employed. The curriculum covered includes net only the three “R's,”” but such
practical sub]ect.e as manual training, domestic science, agriculture, samtation and
hygiene; and, in order that the adults may have similar advantages, evening classes
ard held in the scheolrooms and meetings for the women of the villages are held
afterncons at regular intervals. Thus the entire village comes in contact with the
school and enjoys its benefits. The influence of these schools, therefore, can not be
gauged by reports of the enrollment of the day school.
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Quite often the teachers are the only white people in the native communities and
the natives, therefore. naturally look to them for guidance, counsel, and assistance
in matters concerning their welfare. In addition to the schoolroom duties the
teachers devote themselves to * settlement’’ work and by practical advice and example
improve the modes of living of their villagers. The teachers in this service must,
therefore, not only possess pedagogical ability, but must be all-around, practical
people who can be of service to the entire community. Each school is also provided
with a well-selected assortment of medicines with which to alleviate the minor ail-
ments and sufferings of the people. The more medical knowledge a teacher possesses
the more effective is this important phase of the work. The schoolroom work of the
native boys and girle makes a very' creditable showing, comparing very favorably
with that done in white schools. During February a southeastern Alaska school
fair was held at Metlakatla at which exhibits from most of the schools of the district
were shown. Delegations from Klawock and Hydaburg attended and the usual
contests between these two schools and Metlakatla were events of the week. Properly
engraved certificates were awarded to the victorious contestants and the owners of
the best exhibits. This fair was the first of its kind and will probably be an annual
event. being not only of benefit to the native children and an inspiration for their
best efforts. but also an opportunity for the teachers of the schools to compare methods
and be of mutual assistance, The industrial work which is of such inportance to the
natives is gradually being developed. The progress which has been made,"however,
. has been handicapped because of a lack of funds. Just as important as a practical
education is to the native children is the assistance which adults need algng industrial
lines. Enough has been done to demonstrate that such an investment is secure and
will bring a very satisfactory return. However, this has been accomplished prac-
tically without Federal aid. If a large number of natives are to be taught industrial
independence a reimbursable fund is necessary. which can be used for the launching
of native enterprises, properly supervised, returns to the fund being made by annual
installments. the fund thus replenished being used in the launching of other enter-
prises. The Bureau of Education has for several years asked for $25,000 for this pur-
pose, and it is to be hoped that it will be granted at the next regular session of the
Congress.

There are at present 10 native cooperative store companies in Alaska whose local
affairs are supervised and the books kept by the teachers located at the places where
the stores are maintained. Two of them have sawmills with which they produce
lumber for local use and wherever a market may be had. The accounts of these
store companies are annually audited. By an adequate accounting system which
makes possible definite statements in regard to business these native companies are
of invaluable educational benefit to the native stockholders. They are uniformly
successful and are a credit to the natives, having been capitalized with their own
money and credit received from Seattle wholesale houses and are managed entirely
by themselves, except for the advice and oversight of the teacher.

Agriculture is being developed through school gardens with very gratifying results.
These school gardens may be found in almost every section of Alaska, and through
this agency not only the interest of the younger generation is being stimulated, but
that of the entire village. The energy expended on their gardens will bring espe-
cially good returns this year, when the prices of food of all kinds are almost prohibi-
tive. By a large production of vegetables and the storage of large quantities of dried
fish, canned berries, and other local products the natives can live almost independently
of outside supplies, thereby contributing materially to the conservation of food in the
United States.

Another interesting phase of the industrial work in connection with the native
school is being developed on Atka Island. As an experiment two head of cattle
were shipped there by the Bureau of Education five years ago. This small herd ha
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now increased to eight head. A silo has been erected, the ensilage being made of
the luxuriant grass of the island, on which the cattle seem to thrive.

Not a small share of the success of this school service is due to the well organized
supervision given the schools.. The Territory is divided into five districts, each of
which is in charge of a superintendent directly responsible to the chief of the Alaska
division in Seattle. These superintendents are required to visit each school at least
once a year, which, in addition to always being in close touch with the local condi-
tions of each school, makes a uniform and efficient school system possible. The
superintendents travel by means of regular steamers, launches, dog teams, and rein-
deer. In the western and northwestern districts the reindeer is the only means of
transportation used by the superintendents during the winter, and the hundreds of
miles traversed by them is indisputable proof of the feasibility of reindeer for trans-
portation. In order to properly protect the natives’ interest, the rules and regula-
tions of the service forbid its employees from engaging in trade for profit. During
the years of its existence there has been but one noteworthy example of the trans-
gression of this rule. This occurred at Wainwric' t. Alaska, during the fiscal year
1915-16. The teacher in charge and his wife traded with the natives during the
winter for white fox skins to such a successful extent that when the skins were sold
upon their arrival in Seattle the following summer they found themselves tempo-
rarily richer by the net profits of over $3,000. Action against them was immediately
takenn by the Bureau of Education, and one-half of the amount was recovered for
the Wainwright natives. This money was used the next year as a nucleus fora
cooperative store at that place. The matter was settled by compromise, and a larger
recovery would have been probable except for the fact that it was claimed that the
trading had been done by the teacher’s wife, who was not under actual eppointment
by the Bureau of Education. The amended regulations now apply to all members
of the teacher’s family who reside with the teacher in quarters furnished by the
bureau.

A very important need of the bureau for the successful conduct of its schools is a
power schooner. The bureau must necessarily place its schools where the natives
have their villages. Consequently, many are located out of the paths of the regular
transportation lines. Hence every summer the bureau is hard put to secure suitable
vessels in which to ship the annual supplies to these inaccessible places. Usually
such suitable vessels have to be paid exorbitant rates to induce them to call at these
points. Added to this is the uncertainty of these vessels making such calls before
navigation closes. Of paramount importance is the safety of the people who are
sent as teachers. The means by which it has been necessary to get the teachers
to some of these posts are without question hazardous and inadequate. The people
who are willing to undertake the work at these lonesome stations should not be asked
to take all these unnecessary risks to their lives and the inconveniences which at
present are required of them. If the bureau had a boat of 350 or 400 tons capacity,
it could carry teachers and deliver the supplies promptly, safely, and economically.
To reach thestationsin the Bering Sea and the Arctic Ocean, except the few that are
ports of call for regular steamers, is an ever present worry to the officials of the bureau.
After such a boat had served its usefulness it could be used as a training ship for the
native boys of southeastern Alaska. This phase alone, were no other considered,
should justify the acquisition of the boat in question.

The Metlakatla Indians.—Affairs at Metlakatla assumed a somewhat more defi-
nite shape during the past year. The legality of the fishery reserve having been
reaffirmed by the circuit board of appeals, definite plans for the development of
this interesting colony are now being formulated. While the Bureau of Education
would have preferred to have handled the colony on a native cooperative basis,
sufficient capital could not be raised. Neither were Federal appropriations available
for this purpose. The fire in May, 1916, which destroyed the old cannery buildings,
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automatically canceled the agreement with the P. E. Harris Co. for the rehabilitating
and operation of the cannery for a period of five years. Negotiations were, therefore,
opened for again lea<ing the cannery and fishing privileges of the island. Two good
offers were made by J. L. Siniley and C. L. Burkhardt. The bid of the former was
considered the more attractive by the council of Metlakatla and the Interior Depart-
mentand wasaccepted. Under the terms of the agreement the cannery is to be rebuilt
in time for use during the season of 1918, beyond which the cannery is to be operated
for four additional years. At the end of this period the revenue accruing from the
contract, consisting of 1 cent per fish for all fish taken in traps from the reserve by the
lessee, is expected to be sufficient to enable the Interior Department to take over the
property of the lessee, after which the cannery will be run by the native cooperative
company which was organized in 1916, under the name of the Metlakatla Commer-
cial Co. This company isnow doing a general mercantile business and is managing
the sawmill, which has produced most of the lumber for the new cannery buildings
that are nearing completion at the present time. Originally organized with a
capital- of $2,295, the present paid-up stock of the Metlakatla Commercial Co. is
$7,375. A continued growth will place this company on a firm financial basis and
will enable it to take over the cannery at the expiration of the present lease. Through
the means thus afforded the economic restoration of this colony is assured, not only
in the final possession of the cooperating cannery, but the wages and incomes thus
assured the inhabitants during successive years. Considerable opposition to this
reserve has at times been evidenced by various people, but the opposition invariably,
it would seem, reveal selfish motives.

Alaska has miles and miles of territory in which the progressive white man is well
able to secure a good return for his energy. Efforts which aim at the overthrow of
the protection given a few Indians through the setting aside of a small island in order
that they may live happily and contentedly must be condemned. ' If it were pos-
gible for the objectors to view the matter from a broad, humanitarian standpoint, their
objections would unquestionably cease. The repeated statement that the Annette
Island fishery reserve was made for the benefit of “‘foreign” Indians who migrated
from British Columbia fails of itself when confronted with the fact that over three-
fourths of the inhabitants of Metlakatla were born in Alaska.‘ The Metlakatlans
are already one of the most progressive tribes in Alaska, and if the Bureau of Educs-
tion is left unhampered by outside influence this native community will undoubtedly
become one of the most prosperous and contented in the Territory. The bureau has
already established an excellent day school, whose efficiency will be increased when'
the present building is completed. The remaining wing will include a gymnasium,
an auditorium, shower baths, domestic science and manual training rooms, two addi-
tional schoolréoms, and a small surgery. Added to this will be the machine shop of
the lessee of the cannery, which will be available during the winter for the classes
from the school. With this equipment as a nucleus, the way is opened, with buta
little additional outlay, for a small boarding and industrial school for advanced pupils
from southeastern Alaska. :

At present many native children are sent to the States to attend the Cushman and
Chemawa schools, under the Bureau of Indian Affairs, for advanced training as well
as elementary education. This course has proved very disastrous, as the change in
climate usually impairs their health to such an extent that tuberculosis is contracted,
after which the decline is rapid, and the complete change in environment has a fatal
éffect upon the pupil’s future usefulness. The conditions under which pupils live
in the training schools are radically different from their previous environments. The
trades they learn are frequently useless when they return to their homes, and the
ideas and views of life which are the result of the life at a school where every acti"
according to a well-ordered program, which thereby displaces jndividual responsi-
bility, make it difficult for them to readjust themselves to the environment of the
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native villages when they again reach their home. All this, combined with impaired
health, makes such pupils practically failures when they return home. The training
schools for these native pupils must be located in Alaska, under conditions similar to
their previous environments, where health will not be impaired but rather improved
on account of supervision and where only such practical subjects will be taught as
will be useful to them in the future.

Needs of the service.—The needs of this service may, therefore, be summed up in
four main points, all of which are dependent on increased appropriations from Con-
gress:

. More schools. As already shown, actual schoolroom work, while important,
is but a small part of the beneficent results of the establishment of & school in a native
community. There are numerous villages in Alaska of sufficient size to more than
justify the establishment of schools.

Second. A reimbursable fund with which to establish industrial enterprises among
the natives as an insurance for economic independence.

Third. A power schooner to be used as a freighter and as a training ship.

Fourth. An industrial training school in southeastern Alaska for advanced pupils.

The Alaska native medical service.—This service is under the Bureau of Education,
with the advice and cooperation of the United States Public Health Service. The
appropriation for this work for the past year was $50,000, which was $25,000 more than
the first appropriation ever made for medical relief among the natives, granted the
previous year. Before that a portion of the educational appropriation had been used
for this purpose. The present appropriation just about covers the work previously
supported under the educational fund. The past year a well-equipped.and complete
hospital was maintained at Juneau, having a capacity of 20 patients and a staff con-
sisting of a physician, three nurses, an orderly, janitor, cook, and interpreter. From
the fact that the hospital was kept filled the greater part of the year, one may judge
of the long-felt need it is filling and the great service it is to the native population of
southeastern Alaska. Small hospitals, housed in former school buildings, were also
maintained at Kanakanak on Bristol Bay and Nulato on the Yukon, each of which
was in charge of a physician and one nurse. The one at Kanakar\mk is now being
enlarged and altered, which, upon completion, will make it a modern and complete
hospital of 11 beds’ capaeity. In addition to the three physicians in charge at these
hospitals, the bureau had under appointment a physician at Nome and at Cordova
and contracts with physicians at Council, Candle, and Ellamar. In addition to the
nurses at the three hogpitals, a nurse was stationed at St. Michael, Koggiung on
Bristol Bay, and Akiak on the Kuskokwim; also two traveling nurses in southeastern
Alaska. Contracts for the care of native patients were also made at Nome, Ellamar,
Anchorage, and Seattle. The last named was a children’s orthopedic hospital, to
which Alaska native children were sent for special treatment.

Each school has a carefully selected stock of medicines and supplies, which cou-
stitutes a small dispensary with which the teacher ministers to the ailments of the
inhabitants of the village in which the school is located. Anyone at all familiar with
the extent and geography of Alaska will realize instantly the handieap the Bureau of
Education is laboring under in attempting to minister to the local native needs with
such a limited appropriation. Much has been written and said concerning the relief
which the natives should have. Witheut this relief all other plans for them are nec-
essarily futile. An analysis of the situation causes one almost to agree with the pes-
simistic alternative that the Congress should either attend to the needs of the natives
in a comprehensive and sufficient manner or else do nothing at all and allow the race
to die out as quickly as possible. While the service now rendered in a few places
mentioned is efficient and valuable, the total results are meager when compared with
the total native population. It is almost incomprehensible that Congress, which
provides for the Indians of the States with such a lavish hand, can not grant a few
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thousands to a people who have never been charges of the Government and who ask
for only a little assistance to their own efforts to make them useful and self-reliant
citizens. '

The Bureau of Education could easily make excellent use of an appropriation of
$200,000. With this sum an effective medical service could be organized with which
to meet the needs of these people. While the vast extent of the Territory will always
be a handicap in covering this field, the sum mentioned would make possible the
establishment of additional hospitals and appointment of physicians at strategical
points in the Territory, where the greatest number of serious cases could be treated,
and the appointment of nurses in communities not sufficiently populated to justify
the establishment of a hospital large enough to warrant the services of competent
nurses.

As tuberculosis is so prevalent among the natives, special attention should be given
tothisdisease. Thebureau’s estimates include the construction of tuberculosis cabinss
in connection with the hoepitals at Akiak and Kanakanak and the erection and main-
tenance in the Chilkat Valley of a tuberculosis sanitarium of 50 beds. Itistobe sin-
cerely hoped that this, as well as the other plans for this urgent work, will be speedily
realized. The establishment of hospitals for natives is not only of benefit to the
native people, but also to the whites. The present hoepitals, excepting Juneau,

“are, and the proposed hosditals will be, located in sections not served by white hos-
pitals. The appropriation actis so worded as to permit the admission of white patients,
and this provision has already proved a godsend to sick and injured miners and pros-
pectors. '

There is at present no definite arrangement in regard to supplying the needs of
natives in villages where Territorial schools are located. The bureau holds that when
white inhabitants of such a village have secured a Territorial school for their com-
munity the bureau is not justified in continuing its school in a place where the total
population, both native and white, is not large enough to support two schools. Upon
the withdrawal of the native school, the bureau no longer has a representative in
such a community and is, therefore, not in a position to attempt to look after the
natives. It also holds that, since the Territorial school was voluntarily requested,
the accompanying responsibility for the care of all the inhabitants and their interests
is thereby assumed by the Territorial authorities. However, these local school
boards have renounced this responsibility and the Territory has been unable to assist
in the matter. Consequently the natives in these communities receive no attention
at all. Were the bureau’s appropriations sufficiently large to meet the needs of the
natives this question would not arise. Under the present conditions, however,
the bureau must expend its funds where the greatest benefits to the natives will
accrue, and the communities sufficiently populated with white people to justify a
Territorial school are not considered as dependent on the bureau’s oversight as are
more purely native villages.

Alaska reindeer service.—Statistics for the year ending June 30, 1917, are not yet
available, but a conservative estimate would place the total number of reindeer in
Alaska at 95,000. This large number is the result of the introduction into Alaska of
1,280 reindeer from Siberia. The statistics for the year ending June 30, 1916, show a
total of 82,151 reindeer, distributed among 85 herds. Of this number, 56,045, or 58
per cent, were owned by 1,293 natives; 3,390, or 4 per cent, by the United States;
5,186, or 6 per cent, by missions; and 17,530, or 22 per cent, by Laplanders and other
whites. That this industry is of paramount importance to the natives interested is
recognized in the fact that the income of the natives from this industry, exclusive of
meat and hides used by themselves, amounted to $91,430. That the reindeer industry
has proved a successful enterprise from a financial standpoint is seen in the following
table.
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Valuation of 56,045 reindeer owned by natives n 1916, 8t 825.........ccccceeececcccccccncnnnn $1,401,125

Total income of natives from reindeer, 1893-1916, ...............ccceivrennereeecoccaseeececeennn 470, 837
‘Valuation of 26,108 reindeer owned by missions, Laplanders, and other whitesand the Govern-

ment N 1016, . L. ieieieeeaiieaieeaeeenaeeaaan 652,650

Total income of missions and Laplanders and other whites from reindeer, 1893-1916........... 146, 926

Total valuation and ineome. .. ... .. .oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeaeeeeecnraanaanns 2,671,538

Total Government appropriations, 1883-1816. ... .....cccceieeiieierareaneeroecaennacncnane 812,00)

Gain (756 POr CONL). . - e e iiieiieiaeiitaeieaenaeaseacanaecnacansocasancaaacesacacs 2,359, 538

This industry was introduced into Alaska for the sole purpose of making the natives
economically independent in such portions of Alaska to which the industry could be
adapted. In this the industry has been eminently successful. The distribution of
the deer has now been firmly established and the natives affected thereby are assured
of a livelihood that is usually limited only by the individual’s energy. Even in such
sections where conditions are not favorable to the opportunities to realize any financial
returns from reindeer, his herd provides the native and his family with food, clothing,
and transportation, which are sufficient in themselves to prevent him from becoming a
charge of the Government.

The distribution of the deer has been accomplished through a system of apprentice-
ship whereby a native serves four years as apprentice, at the end of which time he
owns the deer called for by the contract of apprenticeship, namely, 6 deer the first
year, 8 the second, and 10 each the third and fourth years. Having satisfactorily
served his apprenticeship, he then becomes a herder and assumes charge of his herd.
Each herder is required by the rules and regulations to take apprentices under the
same terms that he himself served as apprentice. The distribution is thereby per-
petuated and will continue long after the Government itself owns no deer.

While the primary object of the industry is to assist the natives and for this reason
has been restricted to them as much as possible, the past three years have seen the
entrance of the white man into the enterprise. The rules and regulations forbid
natives to sell female deer, except to natives. However, certain Laplanders who
were brought to Alaska for the purpose of instructing natives in the care of deer,
for which they received reindeer, were not subject to this restriction and conse-
quently a herd of about 1,200 deer was acquired by Lomen & Co., of Nome, during
1914. During 1915 this company, desiring to increase its herd and not finding any
more Lapp deer conveniently available, negotiated a purchase of about- 1,000 deer
from herds of the Swedish Evangelical Mission Covenant of America, at Golovin.
These herds were the result of a loan of deer made to the mission during the earlier
days of the industry, when it was the desire of the Bureau of Education to distribute
the deer as quickly as possible. The appropriations being small and the philan-
thropic enterprise being in line with missionary work, it was thought that the loan
of a small herd to each mission in the field, with the understanding that the same
method of distribution to the natives should be used as in the Government herds,
would be of mutual assistance and would aid materially in the rapid distribution of
the deer. Some of the earlier contracts covering such loans were drawn very loosely.

It appears the Golovin mission’s loan was made under oral agreement with the
then local missionaries. Years later the missionaries had changed and the agreement
was gradually forgotten, so that when the offer of about $18,000 was made by Lomen
~ & Co. it was forthwith accepted. The matter hassince been the subject of controversy
between the bureau and the mission board, in which the former has tried to show
the board that, although the legal reasons may be poor, the board is morally bound
to preserve the original objects of the introduction of deer into Alaska, namely, the
distribution among the natives. The final disposition of this matter depends on the
outcome of litigation at present under way, in connection with a later and similar
violation of the Norwegian Evangelical Lutheran Church at Teller, which, in 1916,
sold about 300 deer to Lomen & Co. The loan to.this mission is covered by written
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contract, which it is alleged has been deliberately Lroken by the mission in its sale
of female deer to other than natives. The matter is now in the hands of the Depart-
ment of Justice and its final outcome will be important, since it will affect the status
of all deer now held by missionary organizations in Alaska.

Four reindeer fairs were held during January and Pebruary, at Akiak on the Kus-
kokwim, Shatolik -in the Norton Sound region, Igloo on Seward Peninsula, and
Noatak in the Kotzebue Sound district. These fairs were largely attended by natives
and whites who are interested in the reindeer industry. The usual contests enlivened
the week’s festivities. Lectures were given daily on various phases of the work;
discussions were held and many controversies arising in connection with the owner-
ship of deer and the personal affairs of herders and apprentices were settled by a
native council elected by the delegates to the fairs. These conventions have now
become permanent annual affairs, and their importance to the natives and the indus-
try can not be rated too highly. The rivalry engendered makes for increased interest
and renewed -efforts in the various phases of reindeer work. The annual comparison
of methods means increased efficiency of herders and apprentices, and the amicable
settlement of differences which invariably arise between reindeer men results in
harmony and good-fellowship.

The needs of this service may be summarized in an increased appropriation for the
purpose of employing two specialists, whose duties will be to introduce methods for
improvement of breeding and scientific handling of the deer; to investigate reindeer
diseases and establish means of combating them, and to give special attention to all
matters pertaining to the improvement of the industry. This enterprise has now
assumed proportions that make it imperative that it be handled in a scientific man-
ner. The present appropriation of $5,000 is, and the past appropriations have been,
only large enough for the work of distributing the deer among the natives. Because
of a lack of funds this distribution has necessarily been limited and very gradual.
The time has now arrived when this industry must be handled with due respect to
its size and importance. That Federal appropriations invested in this enterprise
bring a magnificent return has already been proved. Congress should, therefore, not
hesitate in providing additional means for continued improvement and scientific
management of this industry.
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REPORT OF THE WORK OF THE BUREAU OF EDUCATION FOR THE
NATIVES OF ALASKA, 1917-18.

PART I. GENERAL SUMMARY.

During the year the field force of the Bureau of Education in
Alaska consisted of 5 superintendents, 1 assistant superintendent, 116
teachers, 9 physicians, and 11 nurses. Sixty-nine schools were main-
tained. with an enrollment of 3,635.

School buildings were erected at White Mountain, whither the
Eskimos had migrated from Council; at Elim, within a tract on Nor-
ton Sound which had been reserved by Executive order for the use
of the Eskimos formerly inhabiting the village of Golovin; at Fort
Yuknn, to replace the school building which the erosion of the river
bank had rendered unsafe; and at Tyonek, where the small Iog build-
ing bitherto used for school purposes had proved to be inadequate;
at Matlakatla a residence was erected for occupancy by the principal
teacher.

The wisdom of the policy of setting aside selected tracts within
wbich the natives can readily obtain fish and game and advan-
tageously conduct their own enterprises has again been demonstrated
by the success of the colony at Noorvik, in Arctic Alaska. With their
advincement in civilization, the Eskimos living at Deering, on the
bleak sea coast, craved a new home. Lack of timber compelled them
to live in the semiunderground hovels of their ancestors, while the
killing off of the game animals made it increasingly difficult for them
to obtain food. An uninhabited tract on the bank of the Kobuk
River, 15 miles square, abounding in game, fish, and timber, was re-
served by Executive order for these Eskimos, and thither they mi-
grated with their household goods and herds of reindeer. On this
tract, in the Arctic wilderness, the colonists under the leadership of
the teachers, within two years have built a village with well laid-out
streets, neat single-family houses, gardens, a mercantile company,
a sawmill, an electric light plant, and a wireless telegraph station,
which keeps them in touch with the outside world.

Affairs at Metlakatla, on Annette Island, have made satisfactory
progress. The legality of the Annette Island Fishery Reserve has
been established by the opinion of the Supreme Court of the United
States, December 9, 1918, and plans for the development of the col-
ony can now confidently be carried into effect. By a lease dated

1
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April 30, 1917, the Secretary of the Interior, on behalf of the Met~
lakatlans, granted to the Annette Island Packing Co., of Seattle,.
fish-trapping privileges within the reserved waters adjacent to An-
nette Island and permission to erect and operate a cannery on An-
nette Island. For these privileges the lessee guaranteed the payment.
of not less than $4,000 during the season of 1917 and of not less than.
$6,000 per annum for five years beginning with 1918. It is expected:
that the revenues accruing from this lease will enable the Secretary-
of the Interior to take over, for the Metlakatlans, the property of
the lessee within the reserve and to arrange for the operation of the:
cannery by the natives themselves.

The Annette Island Packmg Co. expended during 1917 and 1918
including interest, $32,766.44 in the construction of cannery bu11d~
ings; the royalties of those seasons amounted, with interest, to $17,~
330.71, leaving a balance of $15,435.73 to the credit of the company,
December 31, 1918. The company packed 65,806 cases of salmon
during the season of 1918.

In May, 1916, the representatives of the Bureau of Education suc~
ceeded in organizing among the natives the Metlakatla Commercial
Co., with a capital of $2,295 and 30 shareholders, to conduct the mer-
cantile business of the settlement. The auditing of the affairs of the
company in January, 1919, showed a capital of $21,140 at that date
and a net profit of $13,721. The number of stockholders had in-
creased to 156. In addition, the company had rehabilitated and op-
erated the sawmill and had furnished lumber for the cannery build-
ing and for other buildings in the village.

The returns to the natives of Metlakatla from the Annette Island
Packing Co., for the season of 1918, amounted to $70,252 55, distrib~
uted as follows.

Erection of cannery buildings: ’
Labor.__- $2, 755. 56

Piling 619. 81

To Metlakatla Commercial Co.— . .
For lumber 9, 031. 62
For miscellaneous. . 49.00 -

$12, 455. 99
Operation of cannery:

Fish royalties. - $11, 966. 69

Labor _ 1, 869. 19

Trap fees 500. 00

Purse seiners (196,012 fish) 12, 028. 25

To Metlakatla Commercial Co.— ’
For labor contract 20, 809. 08
For miscellaneous I 1, 528. 35

57, 796. 56

Tofnl N 70, 252, 58
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The income and wages resulting from the cannery lease, guaran-
teed through five successive years, and the prosperity of its commer-
cial company assure the economic restoration of the Metlakatla
colony.

Economic conditions among the natives of Alaska have been greatly
affected by the war. The cost of food, clothing, and manufac-
tured articles imported from the States has increased as much
as 300 per cent. The Bureau of Education has, therefore, through
the agency of its teachers, urged the natives to live, as much as
possible, independently of imported articles and to depend upon
native products, not only for their own benefit, but also for the as-
sistance they can thereby render to the country in conserving its
food supply.. New impetus has been given to the endeavor of the
Bureau of Education to train the natives in the raising of vegetables
for their own use and for sale. Efforts in this direction have pro-
duced encouraging results, especially in the upper Yukon, Kuskok-
wim, and Kotzebue Sound regions.

In widely separated parts of Alaska the natives showed their
gratitude to the Government, which has done so much for them, by
zealously cooperating in activities which helped to win the war;
they willingly complied with the requests of the Territorial food
administrator, liberally purchased Liberty bonds and War Sav-
ings Stamps, organized branches of the Red Cross, formed knitting
and sewing societies in many villages, and contributed toward the
support of the “ Alaska bed” in one of the American hospitals in
France.

Congress appropriated $62,500 for the support of the medical
work of the bureau among the natives of Alaska during the fiscal
year 1917-18. Nine physicians and 11 nurses were employed; hos-
pitals were in operation at Juneau, Nulato, Akiak, and Kanakanal;
as heretofore, medical supplies were sent to teachers remote from a
hospital, physician, or nurse, for use in relieving minor ailments.

During the year the building at Kanakanak, erected as a school
building in 1909, was enlarged and remodeled for hospital pur-
poses; the hospital building at Akiak, begun in 1917, was completed.

At the Juneau hospital the policy was inaugurated of receiving
native girls for theoretical and practical training as nurses.. This
action will result in the training of a considerable number of girls
who will render effective service in improving the health and in rais-
ing the standard of living in the native villages to which they return.

As the natives of Alaska advance in wealth and indepéndence it
is natural that they should wish to assume part of the expense of
their medical services The honor of takifg the first step in this
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direction belongs to the natives of Hoonah, who, during the latter
part of the year, paid the salary of a physician and started a fund
for the erection of a hospital in their village.

Pending the time when the congressional appropriations will per-
mit the bureau to assume the entire expense of the medical care of
the natives in southeast Alaska, the Commissioner of Education
entered into an agreement with the woman’s board of heme missions
of the Presbyterian Church by which the board assumed the entire
responsibility for the medical work in the villages of Klawock and
Hydaburg and agreed to rent to the bureau its hospital building at
Haines for use as a tuberculosis sanitarium, the board also assisting
in the maintenance of the sanitarium during the first year.

There were in Alaska June 30, 1918, approximately 120,000 rein-
- deer. The reports from the reindeer stations for the fiscal year ended
June 30, 1917, the latest complete information received, show a total
of 98,582 reindeer, distributed among 98 herds. Of the 98,5682 rein-
deer, 67,448, or 69 per cent, were owned by 1,568 natives; 3,046, or 3
per cent, were owned by the United States; 4,645, or 5 per cent, wera
owned by missions; and 23,443, or 23 per cent, were owned by
Lapps and other whites. The total income of the natives from the
reindeer industry during the fiscal year was $97,515. The total num-
ber of reindeer, 98,582, is & net increase of 20 per cent during the
year, notwithstanding the fact that 13,144 reindeer were killed for
meat and skins, or were lost.

Reindeer fairs, or conventions, were held during the winter at
Igloo, on Seward Peninsula; at Unalakleet, in the Norton Sound
region; at Noatak, in the Kotzebue Sound district; and at Noorvik,
on the Kobuk River. These annual fairs have become a recognized
feature of the reindeer industry; they bring together Eskimos from
a large extent of country, who spend a week together thinking about
and discussing not only subjects relating to the reindeer industry,
but also matters of importance affecting the Eskimos as a race. The
" competitions and exhibits promote interest in the various phases
of the work; comparison of methods result in increased efficiency;
personal intercourse makes for good fellowship and develops lead-
ers who are recognized as such by the Eskimos themselves. An im-
portant result of the fairs was the organizing in northwestern Alaska
of the Eskimo Reindeer Men’s Association, the object of which is to
awaken the natives to their own responsibilities and to secure united
sentiment and action in important matters affecting the Eskimo race.
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LIST OF PERSONS IN THE ALASKA SCHOOL SERVICE, 1917-18.

William T. Lopp, superintendent of education of natives of Alaska, and chief of
the Alaska Division, Seattle, Wash.

EMPLOYEES IN THE WASHINGTON OFFICE

William Hamilton, acting chief of the Alaska Division, Pennsylivania.
David E. Thomas, accountant, Massachusetts.
Edward D. Carmack, stenographer and typewriter, Tennessee,

EMPLOYEES IN THE SUPPLY AND DI1sBURSING OFFICE, SEATTLE

Harry C. Sinclafr, supply agent, Maryland.

Chauncey C. Bestor, special disbursing agent, Washington.

Julius C. Helwig, assistant {0 superintendent of education, Indiana.
James O. Willlams, clerk, Illinols.

Mrs. Iva M. Knox, stenographer and typewrifer, Washington.

EMPLOYEES IN ALASKA.
District superintendents of schools,

Walter C. Shields, northwestern district, Nome.
Walter H. Johnson, western district, St. Michael.
George E. Boulter, upper Yukon district, Tanana, untll October 27.
Mrs. George E. Boulter, acting superintendent, upper Yukon district, Tanana,
from November 1, 1917, to May 31, 1918,
Frederick L. Forbes, upper Yukon district, Tanana, from June 1, 1918,
Arthur H. Miller, southwestern district, Anchorage.
Charles W. Hawkesworth, southeastern district, Juneau.
Physicians.
Emil Krulish, M. D., Public Health Service, on special detail, —
William H. Chase, M. D., Cordova, from October 1, 1917.
Linus H. French, M. D., Kanakanak Hospital.
Elmer C. Gross, M. D., Ellamar, to January 15, 1918,
Gadsden E. Howe, M. D., Ellamar, from January 16, 1918,
Frank W. Lamb, M. D., Akiak Hospital.
James P. Mooney, M. D., Juneau Hospital.
Daniel 8. Neuman, M. D., Nome.
William Ramsey, M. D., Council, from September 1, 1917,
Henry C. Randle, M. D, Nulato Hospital.
Curtis Welch, M. D., Candle, from December 1, 1917.

Nurses, and Teachers of Sanitation,

Miss Mamie Conley, Kanakanak Hospital
Miss Frances Dwyer, Juneau Hospital.
Mrs. Luia A. Evans, Unalakleet.

Miss Esther Gibsen, Southeastern district.
Mrs. Carrie W. Lamb, Akiak Hospital
Miss Mabel Leroy, Juneau Hospital.

Miss Jessie Libby, Akiak Hospital.

Mrs. Martha Mooney, Juneau Hospital,
Mrs, Lucia Petrie, St. Michael.

Mrs. Agnes A. Randle, Nulato.

Miss Rhoda A. Ray, Juneau Hospital,
Miss Mary G. Riff, Juneau Hospital
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Teachers and school attendance, 1917-18.

WORK OF THE BUREAU OF EDUCATION FOR ALASKA.

NORTHWERTERN DISTRICT—ARCTIC OCEAN AND BERING REA REGIONS AS FAR
SOUTH A8 THE KOYUK RIVER, INCLUDING 8T. LAWRENCE ISLAND.

Echools.

Teachers.

Appointed from—

ment.

Barrow. ...ccceeeee....| Dolbert

Sclawik...... I

Bhishmaref.............| John P, J

Total............

Jean Dupertuis ........

Mrs. Elizabeth Dupertuis. .

Miss Flora T. Oonaluk.

WEBTERN DISTRICT—BERING SEA REGION
NEWENHAM,

BETWEEN KOYUK RIVER AND CAPE

Akiak......
Akulurak. .
Bethe

Hamilton. ..... covsceee
Holy Cross..... cesoncns

. m May ‘gnno ......

.| Misha Ivanofl...

Miss Mary Laurentia
Rollen H. Drake..

Frank M. Gwin..
Mrs. Ma; t M Gwin..
Mrs. Ma;

Mrs. Corinne Cali
Hany V. Johnson.
Walter E. Cochran

Samuel Anaruk...
T. L. Richl:rdson.

23
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Teachers and school attendance, 1917-18—Continued.
UPPER YUKON Dls'mlc'r—vl.;LLEY OF THE YUKON AND ITS8 TRIBUTARIES

ETWEEN 141° AND 157°,

Average
8chools. Teachers. Appointed from— ‘d:ﬂ“ el lfn“:g%l'
ance,
Miss Evelyn L. Carey...... eaeee..| Alaska 13 2
Everett P. Frohock... W 10 32
Miss Winifred Dalziel 36 64
Miss Nora Dawson.... . 8 10
Miss Lula Graves. . . . 2 b
Mrs. Alice A. Boulm............. 4 17
.. 170

SOUTHWESTERN_ DISTRICT—BERING SEA REGION SOUTH OF CA
AND NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION WEST OF 141°

PE NEWENHAM

AKhioK....cceeueeennn-
AtKB...cceeecnacencance

H. N
Mrs. Katherine Nash. cecocccese
Copper Center.........| Thomas R. G
Estaco Ewan.......
..... ecesesessss| Fred M. Phlllips........
Ja—-- 3. Cox.. .
w
| M
Cl
D S O L ) S .
Jw
D
Ugashik % B.Crig. .. .oeeutmsonnnnifononedon. ool TS
gashik...ccoconennenn asvus B,
Mrs. Edith Cr;
Unalaska..............| Joseph W. Coleman
Mrs. Marie Coleman........
Total..ccemieeneifoerecccncoccrcccccccasccncnacacacces
SOUTHEASTERN DISTRICT—NORTH PACIFI
Douglss................ Miss Hannah E, Breece...........
Haines.... Mrs. Nancy L. Alexander.. .
Hoonah....ccceceeeee..| Fay R. 8haver............ .
Miss Rena Crinklaw..............] California. ..locoeeeeei)anenene lonennnn...
Hydaburg......cceece..| James P. Wells. ......
Mrs. Maye B. Wells.
‘l: Grace
Mrs. Edith C. Schell....oeeeeeeeifere@Oieniniianeceee]eecnnaeaesfenianannn.
Juneau.... Mrs. Isabel G

Killisnoo
Klawock...ceeeeecncens

Klukwan...ccceeeeee..| AMoe
Metlakatla.......cc....| William G.

17 ¢ S,

Wrangell......ccce.....
Yakutat....cooeeeeeeen

Total....ceeceee.

Charles E. Hibbs... D...ieoeeens
Mrs. M. W, Hlbbs “Aléngw
Miss Nellie G. Orr...... .
Miss Helen M. Sullivan.
Miss Mary Maloney.. ...
B. Carr.. ..
Mrs. Ella D. Carr.
Beattie.
Miss Agnes Dmfonh
Miss Gertrude M. K

Mrs. E. P %

l(issleannette rig
Mrs, Sadie E. Edmunson. .. .
Elof M. Axelson.................. IlinoiS...c.cuenecennes

cesesscesseccsccsceccscssccsstocennan cesscseas scecescsscocsce
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Ezpenditures from the appropriation for * Eduoation of Nasives of

Alaska, 1918.”

Appropriation $208, 000. 00
Salaries in Alaska $108,411.39
Equipment and supplies. 24, 588. 38
Fuel ang light_ 21, 765. 27
Local expenses. 500. 00
Repeairs and reat. 4, 832. 00
Buildings 22,679.08
Destitution 2,852, 20
Commissioner’s office salaries 3,023. 38
Seattle office salaries. . 8, 400. 60
Commissioner’s office expense - 59.79
Seattle office expenses. 788. 01
Traveling expeases 8, 519. 40
Contingencies 73.11

Total 208, 000. 60

Bapenditures from the appropriation t_‘or “ Medical Relief in Alasks, 1918.”

Appropriation $62, 500. 00
Salaries in Alaska $24, 029. 24
Equipment and supplies 13, 788. 29
Fuel and light 2, 946. 00
Local expenses 2, 200. 00
Buildings 14, 398. 97
Destitution. 2,708.78
Traveling expenses. 1, 686. 39
Caontingeneies 743.33
Totak @2, 500. 00

Bapenditures from the appropriation for “ Reindeer for Alasks, 1318.

Appropriation $5, 000, 00
Salaries of chief herders. $850. 50
Supplies 4,147 42

Contingenefes. 2.08

Total 5,000. 00
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PART II.—DETAILED REPORTS.

SECTION 1.—REPORTS BY SUPERINTENDENTS.

REPORT OF WALTER C. SHIELDS, SUPERINTENDENT OF THE
NORTHWESTERN DISTRICT.

In the 20 schools within this district the number of pupils enrolled was 1,088,
and the entire population of the villages rcached by- these schools was 3,960.
Twenty-five white teachers were under appointment and 13 native teachers;
one of the latter received payment in reindeer instead of in money.

Inspection.—All of the schools were visited during the year except Shungnak,
and several were visited twice. The trips of inspection covered 4,052 miles,
2,664 by water and 1,388 by land. I was absent from headquarters 127 days.
During the past eight years I have traveled on tours of inspection 25,264 miles,
of which 11,005 miles were behind reindeer. ’

For cross-country runs and for three-fourths of the winter travel necessary
in this district deer are, to my mind, far superior to dogs. They insure com-
fort, economy, and safety. On trails that are hard, especially on the coast,
and where feed is hard to get, a dog team makes better time and can be cared
for more easily. After the middle of April it is very hard to get deer that are
still in good enough condition to be driven.

I consider deer better than dogs for three-fourths of the traveling I have to
do. I have found more comfort when traveling with deer. Your outfit is not
limited, as you can hitch on another deer if necessary. Each man has his own
sled and has plenty of room. He can ride or run as he wishes, and his sled
is loaded with the idea that the man is to ride. Good deer, well trained, and
with good sleds and harness, can be controlled better than an equally good dog
team. This will be disputed by every dog driver, but I still contend that good
deer driven by lines can always be better handled than good dogs driven by
word of mouth, just as a good team of horses can be driven better than a
good team of dogs. I have found a deer-team more economical than dogs for
two reasons: The question of feed for the deer is taken care of by the country,
and you have no roadhouse bills for the team. The greatest argument for deer
is that they insure a greater degree of safety in a country where winter travel
always has its menace. I have already stated that we are not limited as to
the size of the outfit, which means that a deer man always carries a lot of extra
clothes. The camping outfit is more complete than can be carried on a dog
sled. The deer outfit is seldom less than three sleds. And three sleds make a
camp which will stand up against any storm that I have ever met. There is
always the assurance that at the worst 2 man can eat one of his deer. And
over most of the country there is always food for the animals. The dog driver,
if storm bound, is always haunted by the fear of running out of food for his
team. Deer do not freeze, and if there is feed (which is invariably found),
there is no conditicn that can arise, except an accident to which men and
animals are always liable, which will cause the driver any fear for hic animal.
Dogs in severe weather require constant attention. Flanks will freeze and
feet will vleed. )
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12 WORK OF THE BUREAU OF EDUCATION FOR ALASKA.

In all my winter traveling I know thét I owe my comfort and safety to the
devotion and efficlency of the Eskimos who guide me. Tautuk, Mukpeadeluk,
and Orealuk are splendid fellows and deserve much more from the Government
timn they get and more from me personally than I can afford to give.

All the summer trips were made through the courtesy of the Coast Guard
Service on the U. S. S. Bear. With the exception of Shishmaref, which is
depopulated during the summer, the Bear touched at every station on the coast.
The merchandise for the cooperative stores at Walnwright and Gambell were
carried by the Bear, as were also the supplies for the teachers at these places
and at Barrow. The school supplies for all points north of Kotzebue and for
St. Lawrence were delivered by the Bear.

I wish to express my appreciation of the assistance and courtesy extended to
ne at all times by Capt. P. H. Uberroth and by all of his officers. Many times
etra dutles were performed by the officers and men of the Bear, which were
often arduous and unpleasant. But at all times such assistance was rendered
in a cheerful manner, and it was made plain that Capt. Uberroth believed in
ti e work and wanted to do what was in his power to assist it. I was permitted
to leave the ship for three days at Kotzebue to make the trip to Noorvik, First
Lieut. J. F. Hahn accompanied me and made an inspection of the sawmill and
electrical machinery at Noorvik. Mr. J. J. Dolan, electrician of the Bear, also
madc the trip and inspected the wireless plant. I wish to express my apprecia-
tion of the assistance and suggestions made by Lieut. Hahn and Mr. Dolan.
Dr. Murray, of the Bear, in addition to the regular medical work, performed
many special operations on the eyes of natives in the north who could not be
brought to Dr. Neuman at Nome.

Teachers.—There are two things that the superintendent of this district takes
great pride in—the Eskimos among whom we work and the teachers who do
the work,

The work in this district is in the hands of trained and capable men and
women. The teachers in this district are experts, and most of them have been
in the service a long time. This accounts for the success with which they are
doing their work. I am proud of the fact that the standard of village work in
this district is of the highest, and that through the work and influence of
these teachers the Eskimos in this district are devoted to the Government. All
of these representatives of the bureau do their work at out-of-the-way places.

The most hopeful thing that I have to report this year is the great success in
school and village work attained by our Eskimo teachers. The entire work at
Kotzebue, Wales, and Solomon was under the direction of Eskimo teachers.
At other places Eskimo assistants were employed with great efficlency. Wales
is one of our largest centers and largest schools. This entire work has been
under the direction of Arthur Nagozruk, and has been most efficiently done.
He has been mayor of one of the best councils any Eskimo village ever had.
He organized the reindeer men into a local club that has done good work.
‘Wales has a large church building, but has had no missionary for several years.
Arthur Nagozruk and Warren Adlooat, with the assistance of a good church
committee, managed the church themselves. The school, mission, and village
work at Wales the past year was very successful. It shows what Iiskimos can
do under the leadership of one of their own race. I consider the work done at
Wales by the Eskimos under the direction of Arthur Nagozruk the past year
the very best “ exhibit ™ that our service has to show in this district.

At Kotezbue the work was under the direction of Charles Menadelook. He
was a stranger to that section, and even had to become accustomed to the
change in the dialect. Kotzebue is not an easy place, with its choice assort-
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ment of old-timers who pose as experts on everything connected with the
natives. It has tried white teachers to the limit. Charles Menadelook took
hold with considerable energy. He worked through the church and through
the council and forced his personality on the entire village.

Both of these young men are a great credit to the service, and we should
be proud of them. With such possibilities among the Eskimos there is every
reason for us to look forward to the time when a great part of the work in this
district (except the medical work) will be in the hands of Eskimo teachers.
Both of these men, Nagozruk and Menadelook, are from Cape Prince of Wales,
and received their early training under the present chief of this division,
Mr. Lopp.

Population.—As 1 stated in the first paragraph of this report, the 20 schools
in this district reach a population of 3,960. Outside of these villages the
population is estimated to be about as follows: Barrow (the peint), 50; Icy
Cape, Point Lay, etc., 75; Point Hope and Lisburne, 325; Kiana and points
below Shungnak, 75; Deering and Candle, 50; Point Wooley, Cripple, etc., 50;
Cape Nome, 25; Koyuk, 75; King Island, 125; scattered, 50. Total population
outside of villages with schools, 900, This would make a total Eskimo popula-
tion for this district of 4,860. Last year I estimated the total population at
about 5,000. Since that time Mr. D. W. Cram, of Barrow, reports that about
100 natives left Barrow for the eastward. Most of them, I presume, went over
the boundary line. Noorvik is now the largest Eskimo village in this dis-
trict, with a winter population of 403. Barrow is next with 354, and Wules
with 848. Nine villages (including Point Hope) have a population of 200 or
over. The average village would have a population of 200.

During the year in the 20 villages in which schools are situated there has
been an increase of 49, being an increase of 1 per cent. There were 182 births
and 83 deaths. Thus, as last year, the birth rate is about 8 to the 1,000, and
the death rate 2 to the 1,000. Only 4 villages showed a net decrease in popu-
lation: Diamede, Gambell, Solomon, and Wainwright.

General development.—Perhaps the most pronounced development among
the natives is the great tendency to the increase of solidarity of the race. The
fairs, the “ Eskimo Magazine,” their councils, and their Eskimo leaders are
all bringing them closer together. They are fecling more pride in their race
and are becoming more independent in their everyday life.

One of the most hopeful signs for industrial development for the Eskimos
outside of the reindeer industry is the boom in herring and salmon fishing.
A cannery has been operated at Kotzebue, employing native labor. A large
herring packing plant is planned for Chinik this year, which will employ several
hundred natives the great part of the summer. Fishing is work that appeals
to an Esikmo in all of its different branches, and it {8 work at which the entire
family can be employed. If these concerns that handle native labor for
fishing can plan to develop their work along such lines that they can give
natives a chance to own their own fishing outfits and then buy their fish;
or if these concerns, after natives have been properly trained, will establish
small fishing 